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Spiritual Perplexities (i)

Notes at a Workers Conference.

@. I caMB TO GET MORE LIGHT ON THE ‘‘ MIND "’—THE
MIND TAKES IN S0 QUICKLY EVERYTHING, WHEN IT OUGHT
Nor, WE THINK THINGS WRONGLY ABOUT PEOPLE. IT
HAS BEEN MUCH ON MY MIND LATELY-—CORRECT THOUGHTS
IN THE.MIND.

4ns. Do you want me to touch that question of the
mind honestly ? (Yes.) The mingd is the special place
the enemy is attacking to-day. The pressureis in the
very atmosphere. You must face the fact that the
powers of darkuess BXIST. You must take God’s word
as the standard of fact about them, not what the world
says. God says, ‘‘the whole world lies IN THE BVIL
oNg."

It is the very same word “*in’* that is used about the
believer being ¢ in’' Christ. Therefore the whole un-

- regenerate world lies v Satan, as those who are trans-
lated out of the power of darkness, are *‘ in Christ.”” The
next fact is, that whilst in spirit we abide in Christ, we
are actually in body in the atmosphere of the powers of
darkness.

The next point is to face God's word that ** the god of
this world hath blinded the minds.”” The effect of the
“ lying in the evil one ”’ is primarily on the mind. The
god of this world blinds—puts a veil on the mind.

Next we read of the unregenerate that they walk
+1 gecording to the prince of the power of the air ’—the
AIR, not the pit. That is the place where Satan is going,
but he is in the air at present—the prince of the aerial
‘hosts is & true rendering,—** the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience."

These are God’s facts—the atmosphere filled by the
:aerial hosts ; men are blinded by them ; the spirit of
Satan works in the children of disobedience.

Now how do these facts touch the Christian? Let us
trace out his condition. The Holy Spirit gives him &
new spirit and a new heart—the human spirit is renewed
—quickened by the Holy Ghost as He gains access to the
spirit.
in his outward man in the realm of darkness-—of the
-prince of darkness.

Now, if the Holy Spirit has come into your spirit, what
‘has He to do. Slowly or quickly, as the case may be,
‘through the light of God's Word, He strips the veil off
‘the old *“mind ** bit by bit—slowly.” The truth of God's
Word is the sword, the light, the knife, the illuminator.
It is only as His word—not man’s but God's own word—

-penetrates the mind which is veiled by Satan, that the

-veil is destroyed.

This explains why Christians with & besutiful inner
life may have all kinds of thoughts in their minds. The
«eil has not been-fully removed, the mind has not been
.entirely renewed, nor can it be renewed suddenly, bscause
‘no human mind ean apprehend all God’s truth at once.
Therefore the renewing of the mind, the teking off that
veil, is & gradueal process, as God’s Word penetrates it.

The powers of darkness pressing from outside, on the '

outer man, press into the mind, and into the thoughts,
.and seek & lodgment in the thoughts, wherever it is

Such an one has light within, but he still walks

-THE OVERCOMER.

possible. Thus & man with one thought in his mind
suggested by the enemy can be so inflamed with it that
the whole world is seen by him, in the light of it.

God’s children do not recognize the existence of the
hosts of the enemy, and their realm. They do not know
the devices of the powers of darkness, and do not appre-
hend that their minds can be open to these exterior forces.
You will find these exterior forces working in the minds
of the children of God, producing misjudgment, prejudice,
criticism of all kinds. An idea comes into their minds
and they follow it—a suggestion about another is suddenly
injected to their thoughts, and out it comes through their
lips to someone else. .

Be willing to face this light upon the outside forces
around you, so that the Holy Spirit in the centre of your
being may renew the mind, and fill it with light, so that
you may walk about as ¢ lights " in the darkness—God’s
life in your spirit, illuminating the mind, so that the
moment 8 thought from the enemy comes to the mind,
you can recognize it, and refuse it, saying “Iwillnot be a
trensmitting medium for the powers of darkness.”

If the minds of all the Lord’s children could be kept
closed to the enemy, the true unity in spirit which is in
all who are joined to Christ, could be seen. But the
forces of the air cause division through their access to
the mind, unrecognized.

Now, in the centre of you lies the will, and that will is
the helm of the whole man. It is as though God says:
1 oreated you an intelligent rational cresture, and I
cannot do anything for you against your will. You are
to decide what shall come in, and what shall come out of
you. I have given My Son to the cross, He has conquered
your foe there, He has obtained absolute victory over the
powers of darkness and over sin; He has obtained
redemption through His blcod. I have done all that I

-can, I have given the gift of the Holy Spirit, and He has

come to apply to you and to work in you all thet My Son
did for you on the cross, and accomplished for you, but
it all depends upon your choice. The power you have is
the power of choice, and you are to decide what shall
come in. My Spirit comes into your spirit to energize
you, but I work in you AroNG SIDE OF YOUR CHOIOE. I
cannot do ought against it. Now yovu are to decide that
your mind shall be closed to these outer things, and, as
you deoide it, against them, I will work with your choice
to carry it out.”

Here then is the importance of the act of refusing. If
you were to say to God, **I refuse Thee the right of
admittance to me,” then the Spirit of God could do
nothing with you egainst your will. It is equally
applicable to a conquered foe, surely. If you can say No

. to God, and shut out God, surely you can say No to the

arch-fiend of hell that was conquered at the cross, and
put to open shame before all the angels of God. You are
the responsible person to decide what is to come into the
kingdom of yourself. i

Now we come to the mind: How can you shut things
out of your mind, when these enemies have a footing
there, and put thoughts into the mind, and'lodge behind
the thoughts ? Allow me to go into detail, in order to
bring it into working grasp. Do you ever find great
difficulty in beating off some thought. It holds you,and
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you do everything, but it won’t go. How do you inter-
pret it? What do you think of that thought? If you
are to get victory in the spiritual realm, you must get
truth, because God’s working rests on the basis of truth.
He hes no artificial coverings. You must oall & thing by
its right name, exactly the truth.

A great step towards deliverance and victory, is the
calling of things by their right names. Have you taken
the trouble to examine the cause of that thought troubling
you. Have you ever reasoned it out and asked, ‘* why is
this thought pestering me like this?'* If so, you will
have seen directly that it is not you:. Face it. Do I
choose that thought? No, I do not want it.”” Waell, say
so. Do not keep ecalling it yourself, if you do not want
it. Your will is the choice. God deals with your centre,
He knows all the things that come to your outer man,
but He looks at your centre will, and He says, ‘* What is
your choice to that thing 2*' ¢ I do not want it!” *‘Are
you sure you have not & seorst wish for it? Do you
enjoy that thought? Are you rather plessed that you
have that kind of thought about thet person? Areyou
not glad he is not just what you thought?’ ‘*No,

Liord, I donot wantit!’ ¢ Well, then, refuse it."” - Say

you don’t want it. Say it out sloud, and then all these
powers of darkness that are driving and pushing that
thought on you will hear it. Say you do not want it,
and that you refuse sll entry to their suggestions.

That is half the battle, and it is half the way to viotory.
It is so simple, but you will be astonished how it will
work andrelieve you. These thoughts that have troubled
you will fall away like old dead leaves.

It was your ignorance. You did not recognize that
you were walking about in an ememy’s country; that
you were & child of light, and as you were walking about
in theirrealm, they were pouring these things round about
you, trying to fasten on you, and seeking to fill your mind

" with their suggestions. And all you have got to do is to

walk according to the Spirit of God thatis in you, declaring
what you are inwardly, by the grace of God, and your
deliberate purpose and aim. What you will, and what
you are in Christ. Then as you keep saying the truth,
it goes against the lies of the enemy all around you.
When they say to you that you are this and that, say
aloud that you-do not want to be this and that, that you
belong to Christ, spirit, soul and body.

The true inner life in your spirit has to fight ageinst
this outer force in the air, pressing on you, and seeking
access to your mind. You see the simplicity of it. It is
practical, and you must have something practical to
work with. God comes into your spirit, but you have
all these forces outside, therefore you have to keep
pouring out from your spirit the stream from God, and
the assertion of the truth of what you are before God,
and in your choice. It is this going against what the
enemy pushes on you which is the aggressive fight.

@. THEN IT 18 AN AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE, IN WHICH
Y0U DEOLARE YOUR CHOICE AGAINST WHAT YOU APPEAR
70 BE?

Ans. If you are a true child of God, determine to
have victory ; to conguer; to express the life of Jesus,
even in this reslm of the enemy. It is possible for you,
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if you are willing to let God throw the light upon the
enemy’s devioes, to shut the door, and to walk in the
light; but it means constant prayer and oconstant
recognition. When once you have discovered how the
powers of darkness attack, you will shut the door. When
you determine to walk in victory they will watch you,
and you must also watch, yes, watch and pray.

This will bring the church into the Ephesian epistle—
“gll prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, and
watching.” Does the Ephesian epistle talk about a
company of babes, or about a company of believers
clothed in an armour, always alert against the foe, always
watching, always praying at all seasons, in the Spirit?
Is it not time we reached this stage of the Christian life,
with all our knowledge? Is it not a trick of the enemy
to get Christians to forget all about him? He does not
forget all about you, does he? It is sad to watch some
of God's best children taken hold of by a cyclone of the
enemy. It is too late to find out that there is an enemy
when he has beguiled you. That is not the time.

If we get the fullest light from God’s Word, not only
upon Christ as our Saviour and Redeemer, but alsc upon
the foe, whom Christ conquered at the cross, so that we
walk watchfully, then there is no reason why the enemy
should come upon you, and throw you down. The Lord
wants to bring us all into an alert, watching life of faith.

Even when your heart is right, and your spirit filled
with the Holy Ghost, unless you understand how to put
on the armour, you will be exposed on the outside. You
went the armour of God for the circumference, the helmet
for your head, the armour of light to cover you with
light ; and that light will drive away the darkness. But
when that armour of light is not put on the enexhy’s flery
darts will come in. They do get in if you do not use the
shield of faith.

The children of God are powerless and defeated, not
because their hearts are not right, but because they do
not know how to put the armour on, they do not know
how to walk in the light, nor how to shut the mind to
the enemy’s workings.

The church of Jesus Christ would be qmokly united if
all the enemy’'s work in the minds of od's children
could only be broken. Itisthe misconceptions in the
mind about a sister, a minister, & prejudice against
another ; and yet those who Liave them may have the
Holy Spirit within. These are facts. There is an armour
of light, there is the olothing of light, but to have the
oclothing of light you must walk in the light, and you
must be willing to have the light upon everything that
happens to you. You must have God’s light upon every-
thing all the time, upon every thought that comes, lest the
enemy gains advantage. It is possible to walk in God's
light, but it means that you sef yourself to have light.

SEND it this way, Lord,
d it this way—
A mighty revival,
Ob, send it this way,
Remove every hindrance,
My spirit set free,
That | in revival,
A channel may be.
To tune, *Looking this way,” No. 36 Alexander's Hymns. -
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The Word of Testimony.

*“ Quvercoming the Accuser.”

An article in the May edition of the Owvercomer has
been exceedingly helpful to me; in fact, I know of
nothing in all my experience, that has opened my eyes to
such a vital aspect of truth as what you have been helped
to present so plainly in your article, namely, that of
personal testimony to Satan that he has been overcome
by our Saviour King, and we are determined to share His
victory to the utmost. In this humble confidence of the
victory of Jesus accomplished at Calvary we (I am too) are
to resist Satan.

The renewed will, in subjection to the Holy Ghost,
needs to be exercised actively, always in resisting evil,
and carrying out God’s holy will joyfully, ab all times.

The work here is most difficult. One is.conscious of
special resistance on the part of Satan and his emissaries.
I shall greatly value prayer that we may overcoms, and
thé Name above every name glorified in us.

4 Missionary in China.

A Message of Hope!

“ With a very grateful heart I praise the Lord for
the truth I have received a few weeks ago, since the
Overcomer and its publications have come into my hands.
I know it was the Lord’s due time for me in His school
to receive them, and the right light in due season has
flooded my vision, and I am now beginning to learn how
to wrestle with the enemy.

It was that little tract * Resist ' that opened my eyes.
Then I began the fight with the light I received from
reading the bound volume of the Overcomer. And now
I must have at any cost, the full assurance of under-
standing what the will of the Lord is. I make an uncon-
ditional surrender to go to Calvary with my Lord, to be
prepared to fight some of His battles, and redeem my
past life of mixture. I have had three years in the back
side of the desert. 1 did not know how to fight to win.
I have the secret now, that is, prevailing prayer.

‘We live in a city known all over the world since the
strikes of last winter, when the enemy raged even unto
blood, and we the representatives of the Lord Jesus with
no power or authority ! Why, the precious promises on
every page of the Book seemed to mock us, and we knew
they were true, and could not appropriate them.

We were in the front rank of the battle, on the firing
line, until the enemy brought his broadside to bear upon
us, and we have been set aside ever since. And now it
is fight or die, we have nothing else to live for.

The very best part of my life—time, money and
strength have been freely given to my Lord's service,
and to think that all I have got out of itis defeat. Now I
see, since the veil has been lifted by your mighty mes-
sages, there is hope in our case, and all this experience
can be used now against the enemy—for Peter’s fall only
got the chaff out of his life. I see it now as I remember
all the way the Lord has led me in the wilderness, to
humble me and prove me."

A Corysspondent in U.S.A.

THE OVERCOMER.

The Editor's Letter Box.

During the whole of August and September,. with the
exception of & thres days’ Convention at Porthoawl, the
Editor has been engaged on the proofs of ** War on the
Saints,” working steadily twelve hours a day; and
during this strenuous time all correspondence has bad to
acoumulate. Will our correspondents have patience just
a little longer, when their requests will be attended to.

A large edition of the Overcomer for January, 1912, was
printed, sufficient it was thought, to meet all demands
throughout the year, but we are already without copies
apart from those set aside for bound volumes.

If any of our readers have clean copies by them, and
will send them to the office, if they are fit for binding,
they will be allowed for. We should beglad of any soiled
copies, free, for those in foreign lands who desire the
year’s issues unbroken.

We greatly regret that through pressure of work, notes
about Keswick and Portheawl, and much else of our
* olinical ’ matter have had to stand aside.

COmmunma.txons acknowledged from, J.N.; M.B.; W.T,;
L.Ms. (U.8 A.M. LeF.; J88.; W.8 (Atnca.), BPM,

eF,
iABAB (Indéa.) LAL JOW.; R.N.R; J.LT C.J.C.; AMYV.;

Lol Letters requmnx a gersonnl answer should—when convenient—bhave

for repl, ; Will correspondents please say if a
all otherwise the Editor will understand
that acknowledsment through the Overcomer is sufficient.

66 . L
Le Vaingueur.
(T'he ** Overcomer.”’)
An 8 pp. paper issued monthly, consisting of translations
into French of articles from the English Magazine.

Issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 51 Rue Chanzy, Asnieres,
Seine, France.

It is hoped to send this paper broadcast to Pastors and
Workers in France, Belgium and Switzerland.

'; work in France.

Received for Mr. Jol
From August 10th to 8 ber 10th, 1912,

Per Miss Jope—(28) 10/- (Le Vamqueur). (29) £3 28.6d (Personal)
(80) 5/8, (31) 5/-, (32) 5I- (33) %lol (Personal), 84) £

The Lords stewa:dswhodwutoshsremthmworkm France
I»ondmx Secretary, Miss Cope, 36 Rectory Roadmngutbn
Cold.ﬁeld. (Please mark envelope France.)

About Books.

¢ SATAN AND THE SaTantc SvsTEM.” An exhaustive
examination of the Scripture teaching from Genesis o
Revelation, by Lewis Sperry Ohafer, and foreword by
Dr. C. J. Scofield, Editor of * The Scofield Bible.” We
are glad to find that this striking book is now published
a$ 1/- net (cloth) by Alfred Holness, 14 Paternoster Row,
E.C. We heartily advise our readers to obtain it.

1 Cor. x. 13, * God is faithful that ye may be able
2 Cor. ix. 8, * God is able that ye may be faithful "’ ;
1 Cor. x. 13, * Gofg1 is fal,thful that ye may be able to be
2 Cor. ix. 8, ¢“God is faithful in order that ye xnay be
faithful.’’
Though not verbal, yet they are actually true.

Dy. Grifith Thomas.
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FIDEI COTICULA CRUX.
(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.)

No. 417.

NOVEMBER, 19812,

“War on the Saints.”

A Text Book for believers on the work of deceiving
spirits among the children of God.

The Book from a dispensational view-point.

T last| After long and sore conflict, by the
A good hand of God upon us sustaining in the
- face of countless attacks from the unseen
forces of the air, we are able to place a TmxT

"Boox in the hands of the children of Ged, on &

theme, which is admittedly, being pressed upon
the notice of the spiritual section of the Church,
increasingly day by day.

The dispensation of grace is rapidly hastening
to its close. The signs foretold in the Scriptures
of Truth marking the * latter days™ are multi-
plying around us, not only in the national and
social upheavals which are causing men’s hearts
to fail them for fear of what is coming on the
earth, but in the sPmRITUAL REALM in rapidly
increasing tokens that the forees of darkness are
working with feverish activity in the world, and
in innumerable ways among the people of God.

In a remarkable book on the closing days of
the dispensation of grace, the writer traces from
the Scriptures the workings of Satan in the
world from the time of the Flood, right on
through the Ages to these days, showing that
the end of the Age will find the whole inhabited
earth submerged in & tide of spirit-power from
the forces of Batan, producing, practically, an
atmospheric condition similar to that which up

to this time could be only found in spiritist

séances, 1.e., & condition in which spirit-beings
can manifest themselves and their workings.
That atmospheric condition can be seen to be
steadily increasing, and there are indications on
every hand of the preparation of the world by
the powers of darkness for open recognition
of the rule of Batan. The secular papers are
more and more recording spirit-appearances and
supernatural occurrences; the references to
“ demons,” ‘“ devils,” * Satan,” in the common
literature of the day, are multiplying ; advertisers
are using the name of ** Satan,” or * Diabolus,”

* See page 4 of cover.

in advertizing even household wares ; a token to
bhang at the wateh chain called ¢ Qld Nick's
charm " is advertised by & Birmingham firm ;
the magazines are printing tales in which spirit-
appearances are introduced in the most attrac-
tive way, so that thousands of people are
unknowingly being prepared for such appesr-
ances to themselves personally. All this indicates
that millions of deceiving spirits are actively at
work among men, preparing for the climax hour
when the whole deceived world will be acelaim-
ing the fallen archangel Satan as its god.

And what about the Church ? The professing
Church, according to Paul's express message
from the Holy Spirit of Truth, will, on the whole,
“fall away,” and turn from the faith of the
gospel, so that the visible Church will be at the
time of the Second Advent, in a parallel condi-
tion to that of the Jewish nation when the Lord
Jesus Christ came to earth in human form.
Self-righteous like the Pharisees, or materialistic
—not believing in & resurrection,—like the
Sadducees, holding & form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof.

Qut of this condition in the world, and in the
professing Church, the true Church of Christ—
His mystical Body—His living Members—will
be taken to join their Living Head. A «little
flock” compared to the greater number of
professed Christians, and the unregenerate world.
Ones and twos here and there as * wheat”
among the tares, so that only “two or three
gathered in the Name’ may be found. Great
churches filled with professed worshippers of the
Christ, but with ones and twos who are true
members of His Body. ‘¢ One shall be taken '
and ‘the other left,” revealing division in
family life at the hour of translation. '

Will this true company of believers, living
members of a Living Head, escape out of the
condition of the last days, unscathed? Alas!
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No. Did the closing days of the age with its
spiritistic atmospheric condition come upon &
matured people, trained and taught, and able to
discern and defeat the foe, an unscathed pre-
pared Church might pass through the perilous
days in safety.

But the babyhood condition of many of the
true members of the Body; their ignorance of
the deeper things of God; and their still greater
ignorance of the forces of darkness and their
wiles at the time of the end; make it a certainty
that only through deep suffering and trial, will
the members of the true Body of Christ be
enabled to reach the frysting place in the
heavenlies, where they will meet their descending
Lord (1 Thess. iv. 15-17).

Through ignorance of the foretold widespread
spiritistic atmospheric conditions of the latter
days, the forces of Satan at work in the world
have broken in to gatherings of the Lord’s people,
who have unwittingly fulfilled the conditions
enabling them to do so.

As one evidence of this let the following
extract from & book recently published be given.
A book said to contain the actual words of the
Lord Jesus spoken through some of His children,
but really showing the extent of the deceptive
workings of deceiving spirits among the children
of God to-day, and the mediumistic control by
evil spirits of their minds and bodies.

The Lord Jesus is supposed to say—

** The meanifestations of the Spirit, in some things, are
very strange. Bometimes He will twist the body this
way, and that, and the meaning is dark to you. I want
you to know some things about this part of the Spirit’s
work. I want you to see that they are not useless.

Your hands He has often lifted up, and again He has
raiged your fingers in various ways. Your eyes open and
shut by the Spirit now, as they did not before. Yonr
very head has been shaken by the Spirit, and you have
not known why He did this. You have thought some-
times, it was just to show He was living there, and that
is true, but thers is more in it than that, and He will
show you . . . what some of these things are.

Some things in the manifestations are very peculiar to
you. You have gone on wondering about them. Don't
think it strange that the Spirit works in you in many
ways. His work is more than a two-fold work. It is
manifold. This is puzzling meny minds. They see the
Spirit shaking. They hear Him singing. TeEmY rmerL
Hme rAUGHING, and they are sometimes tried with His
various twistings and jerkings, as though He would tear
them to pieces.* .

Sometimes it seems He is imitating the animals in
various sounds and doings. This has been all a mystery
to the saints. His work, I say, is manifold. He geeks,
in some, to show them that they are all one with each
other, in the whole creation, . . . If He shows you, by
making a noise as of some wild animal, and that you are
like that, you must not despise His way of working, for
the Holy Spirit knows why He does it. = He makes these
noises in the animals, can’t He make them.in you ?

He roars in ti}e lion, and He can imitate these, if He
‘wants to. He will do nothing evil. Hehas a good cause
for doing these things. He wants to show you He is in

* The italics and capital letters ars ours.
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the whole creation, and THE SOUNDS YOU HEAR IN THEM,

18 HiMsELF. Some of these noises are not beautiful, you

think. He created all things, and He is in them all. He

whistles in the wind. He howls in the animals. He

%pws totbl: His voice on every hand, and you are one in
m. . . .

The ‘“doctrines of demons ”’ inserted here with
these supernatural manifestations can be
discerned in the sentence, * He wants to show
you He is in the whole creation,” etc. This is
the demoniacal teaching of the emanation of
God, which is also hidden in the teachings of
the * New Theology '—all preparing the world
for the climax of the end when spirit appearances
will be widespread, requiring for their manifesta-
tions, the faith that *“God" s everywhere, even in
the atmosphere. In brief the wall between men
and the spirit realm must be broken down for the
irruption of the fallen spirits upon the world, and
the consequent enthroning of their prince, who
in the far back ages before the foundation of
the world cried, ““I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God . . . I will be like the Most High.”

¢« War on the Saints” will therefore be the
‘climax working of the forces of Satan as the
coming of the Lord of glory draws nigh. War
by deceit and counterfeit; war by malignant
attacks on the mind and body of the redeemed;
war upon the true members of Christ by every
conceivable scheme planned in the councils of
Sstan, not only out of malignant hate to the
Christ who conquered the prince of hell in the
wilderness, in ‘Gethsemane and Calvary; but
with the purpose of delaying the coming judgment
upon him, as the millennial kingdom dawns.

The children of God need light on this war,
and knowledge how to detect and escape the
subtle wiles of the enemy. Is it not according

_to the ways of God in the history of the Church

to raise up men with the light His people need
in an hour of peril? Did He not give Luther in
the darkest hour of the Middle Ages, when the
true faith was almost quenched by the wiles of
the enemy? And was it not Luther's own
experience of ** Justification by faith ' that gave
bim the call to give the light to the people?
The truth of justification by faith lay in the
Word of God, but & man stirred to tell forth the
truth made living to him by ezperience, was
needed to light a candle which has blazed forth
into the succeeding centuries, liberating a people
to obtain access to God through faith in the
atoning death of the Son of God.

In the darkness of the latter days when the
Church is again being overwhelmed by the subtle
hosts of Satan, is it not like God to raise up
witnesses, who, by experience, re-discover truths in
the Word of God which especially meet the need
of the Church for its liberation from the decep-
tive workings of the foe ?
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Through a path of suffering, and working out
of the will of God, in ways which can never be
fully made known until the record on high is
opened, the Text Book entitled ** War on the
Saints "' is now given to the Church of God in
this time of need, with assurance that God
Himself by His grace has given it to His servants
for His people. No vocabulary of human words
can tell ibs cost in conflict with the principalities
and powers of hell, some of whose deep subtle
onslaughts on the Church of God are exposed in
its pages. Not in pictorial descriptions of their
various workings, to cause horror and terror to
the readers, but in keen laying bare of their varied
attacks on the believer, and the way of using the
principles set forth in the Secriptures for detect-
ing and frustrating the subtle wiles of the foe.

For well nigh six years Mr. Roberts has prayed
and suffered in spiritual conflict for the * whole
Chureh,” in its warfare with * all the powers of
darkness,” preparing the matter embodied in the
book, in addition to his work of prayer.

Will not other members of the Body of Christ
now share the burden, and encompass the whole
Church of Christ with prayer that the message
thus given may reach the other members of the
Body in need of it, so that the whole Church of
God may arise and triumph over the environing
hosts of darkness, and putting on the armour of
light, be prepared for the Coming of the Lord.

Will not other members of the Body of Christ
not only PRrAY, but seek light from God how to
co-work with Him in apprehending the truths in
the book for themselves, and in helping others
to lay hold of the light thus given ?

This may be done by the use of the book as a
Text Book, as proposed by a worker in U.S.A.,
who writes saying that a ‘¢ clinic” olass for
Christian workers will be conducted throughout
the winter with “ War on the Saints” as
the book for prayerful study. Such ¢ clinic "
olasses might be arranged in private houses,
Mission Homes and Mission Stations, and
wherever two or three can meet who are
conscious of the need for equipment for the
present conflict with the foe. Lists of questions

arising from such a study could be kept by the
worker in charge, and prayerfully answered from
the book,* Questions bearing on * Passivity *

~ {ch. iv.) and its various forms ; on “ Deception

from misconceptions of truth (ch. iii., etcg ; on
the Counterfeits of the workings of God and
how to detect them (ch. vi.) ; the way of deliver-
ance; the meaning of ¢ ground ;" the value and
purpose of *refusing;’ the various ways in

which believers must have victory over Satan in

these latter days (ch. x.); the human spirit and

* The questions propounded by Mr, Roberts in the Overcomer
for May, 1910, would form a good list for this purpose.
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its various functions, together with the frue
walk after the Spirit, and how to co-work with
the Spirit of God (ch. ix.); the aggressive war
by prayer against the enémy (ch. xi.); and the
true Baptism of the Spirit in its fruits in Revival
(ch. xii.) ; mightall serve as sectional subjects for
thought and prayer.

Especially could the various topics in the
Index be studied until fully understood, and all
the references to the Scriptures be examined,
with the purpose of adding other references, to
deepen the Seripture grasp of the theme.

The five pages in Supplementary Notes, giving
in column form the distinctions between the
true workings of God, and the counterfeit work-
ings of Satan, should be thoroughly mastered,
turning to all the page references given ; so that
workers may be prepared by intelligent under-
standing of the basic principles governing these
distinctions, to quickly discern the condition of
those who come to them for help, and become
themselves strong and elear in faith and know-

ledge for the coming days of still more subtle
workings of the foe.

“War on the Saints” Sbecial Fund
for Workers.

OME of our readers, who are desirous that

S this book should reach the hands of those

of the Lord’s children who specially need

its help, but cannot afford to obtain it, have sent
special contributions for this purpose.

One among many letters reads: ¢ Please use
enclosed P.O. for a copy of ** War on the Saints ”
to be sent to one you may know needs it, but
cannot afford to buy it. I Do wor wonDER
SATAN DID NOT WANT IT PUBLISHED. . . ."”

With these contributions we are therefore
opening & Special Fund for sending the book to
workers who need its help, either personally or
for equipment in service ; to which any of our
readers, who desire to co-operate in the service
committed to us in the issue of this book,
meay contribute.

Workers—especially Missionaries and minis-
ters—who are in contact with supernatural
manifestations, and are conscious of their own
personal need of light upon the conflict of to-da.i,
may therefore now apply for a copy of the book,
when their application will be prayerfully con-
sidered, and dealt with according to the funds
sent in for the purpose, and the need as set forth
in their applications.

Donations to the Fund, and application for a
free copy of the book shouid be addressed
to Secretary, c/o “ Overcomer” Office, Toller Road,
Leicester.
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Spiritual Service and Spiritual Warfare.
' By Evan Roberts.

In response to request for an English rendering of the Welsh pamphlet * Gwasanaeth a Milwriaeth Ysbrydol,”
Mr. Roberts gives the following free translation. Part II. will appear in our December issue.

Part 1.-The Sphere of Spiritual Service.

[The first part of this pamphlet, here given, covers a vast
ares of the spiritual life, only slightly touching upon prin-
ciples essential for effective service and growth in the
Christian life. These principles require fuller exposition
which, if the Lord permit, we hope to give from time to
time in succeeding issues of the Overcomer, or possibly in
book form. Let our readers take the principles set forth
here in germ, ponder over them, and not be satisfied with
merely understanding them intellectually, but apply them
to the practical life.—Eb.]

PIRITUAL service has its place, its time,
and sphere. The closet with the closed
door has its message and service. The

temple and the tabernacle, the holy of holies
and the outer court, had a place of God's
appointment in the spiritual life of the Jewish
nation.

The manner of spiritual service is beyond the
grasp of reason until the coming of the light of
regeneration, and of the Baptism of the Holy
Ghost. To-day some Divine need bids us go
“ through Samaria ' ; yesterday we were invited
to ¢ cleave to this chariot,” and to-morrow,
possibly we shall be commanded to go to the
house of the ¢ devotional man.” Many a
Nicodemus chooses twilight rather than day. to
converse on & spiritual theme, and we must
adapt ourselves to meet his requirements. Often
wearied we ask for the water of the natural well,
but forget to take it, whilst we pass on to
another, although unasked, some spiritual gift.
There is blessedness proclaimed over the servant,
who on the return of his master, is found giving
to the family their food in its season. The wise
and faithful servant is entrusted with the care
of God’s family, and he must realize that the
time of the spiritual service is of Divine appoint-
ment. Towards the service, and all the demands
of the sphere, there stands all the sufficiency of
God, and all the fulness of grace.

God will not limit the sphere of any. Spirit-

nally, no one need complain that

Sphere °ft his sphere is too narrow. But

"‘;:'::;:d’m alas, too often the cause of the

*  liftleness and the cramped narrow-
ness lies in the believer himself. It is fully
possible that the simplicity of the service will
be, on occasions, a death to the reputation of
the prophet. The human nature craves for a
public exhibition of the things it looks upon as
its glorious things, but spiritually it will not

have this from God. One learns through dis-

cipline that one goes on in the spiritual life and
work, from simplicity to simplicity. One of the
chief marks or characteristics of spiritual life is
simplicity. Naaman was struck with the sim-
plicity of the way of his cleansing. The
messenger has to go to the great city to preach
a short sermon, and a sermon composed by
another. And when the sermon consists of
seven words only (Jonah iii. 4), there is need to
be very spiritual to be content with the simplicity
of spiritual service.

The simplicity of our sphere will deceive us,
causing us to believe that we are out of the will
of God, unless we understand. Never shall we
be removed to a greater sphere, unless we have
conquered all the trials and fulfilled all the
duties that belong to our present one.

The Apostle Paul teaches that the members of
the spiritual Body must serve not only on them-
selves, nor only on certain other members of the.
Body, but on the whole. When this is remem-
bered, and acted upon and realized, it will keep
out narrowness from the spirit, and will open
the sluices of our hearts for love to flow out
toward all the saints, and will keep our spirib
open for service on-all saints.

In the spiritual life it is a law that the more
Divine power & man receives, the wider becomes
his sphere of service, therefore the service should
be equal to the power.

Since I have been fully given to prayer, it is
marvellous how the world, the
whole world, has become & sphere:
of vision to me. It was very sweet
to me to discover new spheres in
the realm of prayer. But the moment I took
into my sphere of prayer the whole Church, the
whole world, and all the powers of darkness,
there came from my spirit with great joy the
word “ cageless.” Through this- liberty I per-
ceived that my spirit had been as an eagle in a
cage, with sufficient room to move but none to fly.
But, now /—oh the joy that came to my spirit
with the reslization that it was cageless !

Oh how sweet it was to gather the whole
world under the wings of my prayers. Oh
how sweet to serve on the whole Church. Oh
how sweet the victories arising out of fighting
against all the powers of darkness. Oh the
depth of the word “all.” Oh the rest in
realizing that nothing stood outside the sphere

Vastness of
sphere of
service.
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of my prayers! Because of the amount and the
consistency of these I felt that they were like &
broad, swift river, travelling with lightning
rapidity, as it were, in their haste to reach the
ogean. I felt that there was a vacuum some-
where. In the face of this I said, ** I feel as if
there were a great ocean-bed empty, and.all
these rivers go to fill it up.” More than their
haste was the attraction of the empty ocean-bed.
Nothing as it were to hinder their flow into it.

And yet, after praying so much, the need for
prayer appeared to swallow up all this body of
prayer. For a long season in.my prayer-life
the need for prayer appeared as at the beginning.

To conceive the possibilities of such a wide
and comprehensive expression in prayer, is nigh
impossible apart from experience. ALL the
world, and ALL the thousands of details to pray
for and against; so mueh to be destroyed, so
much to be constructed. Against the evil, praying
the destructive prayer; and for the good, the
constructive. In the former sphere one prays
against the evil in man and demons, and in the
latter for the protection of all good that comes
from God, and for its impartation and partici-
pation, and for its growth in the believer.

There are spiritual and Divine weapons pre-
pared for this war against sin in man, and
against the evil spirits themselves. For example,
it is possible to command an evil spirit to go
out of man, but one can never command sin to
leave him. Therefore it is important to know
all the Divine weapons prepared by God for the
war against these evils.

Prayer is governed, amongst other things, by

- knowledge emanating from certain

Extent of spiritual experiences, and in the

e sPhere  1ight of this the believer is enabled

lependent on .

knowledge, U0 _©Xpress his prayer burden

. quickly, and in a comprehensive
way. When he is characterized by maturity he
cannot free himself from his burden, but eaccord-
ing to law, and he will be conscious of & Divine
need moving him to express it. _

As the deeper mysteries of the essentials of
prayer are unveiled, he will diseover the work of
praying not-altogether sweet or easy, but as he

realizes the solemnity of being a watchman he -

will not need an incentive to watchfulness, but
will give himself absolutely and willingly to the
claims of the Spirit Who moves him -to prayer.

Often the prayer warrior will be in the depths
of wrestlings, serving with groans that -cannot
be uttered, as he learns what it is to suffer in
loneliness for the hastening on of the heavenly
kingdom. He knows all this is for others, yet
he desires and wills to obey the spiritual law to
enabls the rivers to flow out without break.

It was never arranged for the spirit of the
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regenerate to be a reservoir of the spiritual life ;
and the moment it becomes so deterioration
places its hand upon him.

If the effects of the ebb of spiritual revival
were traced back to their sources, it would be
found that the chief causes lay in the demming
up of the life in the believers. This also
explains the diminishing of the revelation of
Divine power in manifestation of mighty works,
and the majestic glory of the Church in which
experience and power she appeared &s & mighty
army carrying all things before her, speaking
evil into silence for a short period. Alas, that
it was short.

During the outward flow in revival how high
were the graces and virtues, but out of con-
formity with God's law, the Church sinks back
into a state of impotency. The iron is easily
melted in the furnace, but out of the fire it be-
comes as hard a8 before; sothe momentthe Divine
life is dammed up, the spirit is closed up, and.
one has the experience of hardness. To the
believer one of the secrets of the spiritual life is
to know how to cause the life to flow out
unceasingly.

Not only must he will to lay down his life for

the brethren, there is need also to -
hc°""_”¢l’;3, understand the way of doing so.
sp or oth ooint He will come in contact with
: " countless spheres for prayer when
living for others: The whole world, with its
many divisions, the whole Church with all
its difficulties, and all the powers of darkness
with their hidden wiles. Out, and to others,
and for the sake of others, the life must go—out
in prayer and work. Out in prayer for the
saints, praying at all times with all supplication -
and perseverance, in the Spirit, and watchin,
thereunto, remembering that the house of Go
is a house of prayer for all nations, and going
out in prayer for them, and for the sake of others
wrestling against all the powers of darkness.

The beliover learns quickly, after the Baptism
of the Spirit, that it is an evil, and & great evil;
to live to ourselves. The man that lives to him-
self will be as & grain of wheat that goes not to .
the earth—he will abide alone. :

There is, to those- called of God, a place-in
God’s will in His Church, and they have their
sphere of service. And they are really leading
the world when they are most spiritual.

But we must be very careful not to mix up
religion and spirituality, mistaking the one for
the other. *Ye that are spiritual,” wrote the
Apostle Paul, differentiating, as he recognized
the various degrees and planes in the Church of
Christ. Spirituality is an aspect of religion, and
a high one too, but religion does not infallibly
guarantee spirituality in each believer.
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The way toward spirituality is steep in its
gradient, rough to walk on, and very high in its
peaks. But is it not possible to climb? We
climb only by a full conformity to all the will of
God, and according to his growth will man
understand spiritusl things.

The spiritual knows that he has a place in the
mystical Body of Christ, and that
he has his own spiritual sphere of
service ; therefore he must be pre-
pared and equipped, ready for
the work of the sphere, and unfailingly go
forward to perfection in his spiritual life, for
without this he cannot fulfil his work to God’s
satisfaction.

Having learnt that a sure way to lose
spiritually is to keep, he places his all at the
service of the Church. Henceforth he must
know his own sphere of service, and it will be
good if he receives it joyfully, and abides in it
fully surrendered to all its claims. He himself
will receive the call, hearing the voice calling
him to it. Whilst serving in it he must be very
watchful to understand what the Spirit tells him
about all its details.

One is the call to the sphere; but the revela-
tions that belong to its essentials will come to
him silently and consecutively through the
perception of his mind, and thromgh con-
sciousness in his spirit. He must realize that it

Personal
sphere of
service.

is a sphere of God’s appointing and not of his

own choice and will. Since it is so, all that
appertains to it should accord with the fore-
ordained plan of God. The great thing now is
that the believer should understand the will of
God in the written Word.

Not only is the Lord the Head of the work,
but He also is the Great Overseer of the whole.
He Himself watches i, and publishes to His
servants His own commandment, ascording to
His own will, coneerning everything that belongs
to the work. Blessed is the man who under-
stands what the Soripture shows is God’s working
placein the Church. God is the Living Spirit at
the back of the many gifts. The Lord of the many
ministrations, and God is the One Who worketh
all things in all. Therefore for good success it
is essential to be in full co-operation with the
great Head, and to stand in all His will.

The spiritual must also not be fully possessed
with the thought of getting, but remembering
the great principle of keeping, for one gains by
not losing. A way to lose is by not using
what was given him by God. There are gifts

. that serve directly on the members of the Body
of Christ; and there are others serving directly
on the Body as a whole, for it is expected that
all the members should have the same care for
one another. Itis wise to know the gift given

THE OVERCOMER.

o us, its meaning and special
service. The believer should be -
very careful to keep within the
special sphere ordained of God
lest he should go out of it, and therefore lose the
highest unction on his service.

As the believer moves on in his spiritual life
he receives a new call to a new sphere of work,
until he reaches the highest possible attainments
in spiritual life and work. Small will be the
sphere to which the servant will be sent on his
first call ; he will be sent to the saints or to the
unbelieving world, according to his patural and
spiritual capacities. His paths are ordained of
God, Who speaks His mind to him, in command-
ment and opportune counsel, asking and expect-
ing from him full obedience. -

1t is God, also, Who gives him his messages
and places upon him special burdens according
to Divine law, and according to the willingness
of the man. If he be very spiritual, a part of
his work will be the bearing of the burdens
needful to facilitate the Kingdom of God in its
coming and growth.

In walking along the unsearchable highways
of the King, we learn that the government is
upon the shoulders of God ; that it is He Who
is above all in the spiritual life, and that there
is need to wnderstand His will. Before His
mind, in its mysterious things, can be transmitted,
there is need of faith ; and faith as much here as
in the performing of miracles, but not enough
the faith of the prophet, there is need of faith in
the people. Without it we cannot have either
the miracle or the transmission of truth. There-
fore as faith is indispensable for receiving from
God, and transmitting His mind to men, we
should be very careful to keep ourselves open to
truth, lest we be closed up by the father of lies.

Blessed is he who is swift to understand what
the Spirit tells him through his spirit, never
forgetting that he who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit. Through the consciousness emana-
ting from this joining, is revealed to the believer
the mind of the Spirit. In following this
knowledge the course of his walk will be an
acceptable manner oflife to God. The knowledge
comes to him also by his understanding the ways
of the Spirit.

To those who have begun to walk in spiritual

paths, God will come demanding

New °“’§.‘ to fyller obedience; asking for the

I“:%":a:v’:.c:m whole of their person, the whole

: *  of their service, and that they
should live for the whole world and the whole
Church, and against all the powers of darkness.
Through obedience to this call they conform in
a fuller measure with the law of living for otbers,

Keeping in the
measure of
special sphere.

-and as they move on they will find that they
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need great patience, and unfainting perseverance.
In such service it will be a comfort to them to
remember that God does not forget their loving
labour, which they show towards His Name in
their serving of the saints, and in keeping His
commandments, by serving according to His
will. Let the work be done with thoroughness
to the end, without giving way to slothfulness;
standing before God in faith and in service, both
undeviating and faithfal.

If those who received the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit—which Baptism implies the reception of
life and spiritual equipment—were enlightened,
they would doubtless encircle all nations in their
prayers, not only naming them—prayer is more
than this—but they would come to know in
their spiritual life an experience similar to
Epaphras, and what is the wrestling needed to
precede the pouring out of prayer in word form.
‘We also need to ask, Lord, teach us what we
should pray. What we pray has its depths.
The man who comprehends the depths of prayer
will be a treasure to God, and such a one is
feared by the devil.

God wills the spiritual man to be a defensive
city, an iron pillar, and a wall of brass against
all evil. In the warfare against evil spirits he
will have the experience of how they fight against
him, and also the joy of standing unconquered.
If the Lord desires to use the warrior-saint as a
spiritual teacher, he will be asked to live what
God desires him to teach. The disciple also
must learn in suffering what God desires him to
live, as Christ learned obedience through the
things He suffered. If he conforms with spiritusl
law he will have to live out of himself for others—
others in the home-land, and in foreign countries.
. It is essential for the man of God to lay down
his life for the Church, that he may lead it to
the high planes of spirituality. He will hear
deep calling unto deep, in his knowledge of the
sufferings of Christ; and peak after peak will
czll him on in his pressing on to reach the prize
of the unchanging ealling of God. If he desires to
receive all that heaven wills him to bave,* let
him place his all willingly and in the right spirit,
as a free-will offering to God. Two mites can
immortalizet ; but although he may give all his
possessions, this reward is not promised or
guaranteed to him whilst on earth. He will be
rewarded according to his work as it stands after
the test of fire.

In the face of everything, let him keep his
spirit open for God to work in and through him.

.. As he suoceeds in doing this, the

An open 88";" rivers of Divine life will flow
}:r"::fgfc': through him to quicken the
" Church; but in narrowing his

* Phil. ili. 18,  +Mark xil. 42.
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spirit he will hinder the operations of God in
him, and lessen his usefulness.

Soon will the well dry up after the drying up
of its source, and value is lost in spiritual service
if the course of the rivers of Divine life is closed
up ; but there is need for knowledge in order to
understand the way of keeping them flowing out
unhindered. Also there is need to widen and
deepen the river beds by being conformed to the
death of Christ in experimental life. The heart
also must be purified of ifs defilement, for an
outflow of a wide, deep, rapid and clean river.
The usefulness of the believer is enhanced when
the evil contraction of the natural life is removed,
a8 well as misleading and evil knowledge.
When he can conceive spiritual things he will
walk after the spirit, minding the things of the
gpirit, contrary to the natural and ocarnal who
mind the things of the soul and flesh. His spirit
is joined to God ; it is here he will find the holy
of holies ; it is here he will be conscicus of the
movements of God : and it is here in his spirit
he will feel God.

It is after the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
that the unseen world becomes real to the be-
liever. The disciples did not receive an opening
of the Scriptures until after the Crucifizion, and
not until the Day of Pentecost, when they
received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, were
their eyes opened to the spirit world. They did
not see as the young man saw in answer to the
prophet’s prayer, but their earthiness was re-
moved, and the spirit world became real to them;
they understood and perceived spiritual things
and realized the existence of spirit beings. And
oh, may the eyes of the Church be opened, to

see spiritual things, and to look upon the unseen
things.

 Some Distinctions.

True.

30, Convietion of sin: Comes from
the Word of God or by the Holy
Spirit to the conscience, in times of
quiet prayer or reading. A quiet
conviction, with no sffect of ** con-
fusion" or vagueness, Ceases
directly the man decides to obey the
Word, or go to the Blood of Christ.
True iction is also a d i
experience, asthe ight of God shines
into the life. Cf. vages 229 f0 234

81. Confession of sin: By deliberate
act of will in obedience to Word of

- God and conscience, followed by

sincere repentance and putting away

of the confessed sin, with the result :

of no conacience of sin through the
efficacy of the Blood. Page 134.

Counterfait.

30, Evil spirits’ accusations. which
are a counterfeit of conviction, are
from without, in the ear (audibly),
or to the mind, in a “‘nagging.”
persistent confusingkind of ** speak-
ing.” often without definite purpose
or specific. No **confessing’® or
action affects these accusations, and
they come again and again over the
same things, which the believer
never gets free from. Cf. pages
229 to 234.

31. Compulsory confessions, by the
driving power of evil epirits upon the

mind in ion, or from
or impelled to ** confess ” to silence
the ing voices, i of

“gins” which have no actual

| existence. Thdse *"ains” come

i back again and again. No per-

{ manent deliverance. Page 134.
From * War on the Seints."”
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. . e og *?
‘Believe not every spirit.
(viii.) 1 Johniv. 1.

Being a series of questions propounded by Evan
Roberts in the Overcomer for May, 1910, now being dealt
with by the Editor from month to month, for those who
are earnestly secking light on the subject.

17. DO YOU XNOW IT POSSIBLE FOR EVIL SPIRITS TO
PRODUCE VISIONS ? THEN HOW WOULD YOU DETECT
WHICH 13 SATANIC AND WHICH IS DIVINE ?

Yes, but when they do so, it is an evidence that they
haye already gained ground in the man, be he a Christian
or an unbeliever. The *‘ ground " being, not of necessity
known sin, but a condition of passivity, i.e., non-action
of the mind, imagination and other faculties.

The detection of which is Divine, and which is Satanic,
depends a great deal upon knowledge of the Word of
God, and the principles of His working in His children.
Such as (1) That no supernatural * vision " in any form,
can ‘be safely taken as of God, which requires a condition
of mental non-action, or comes whilst the believer is in
such a- condition. (2) That all the Holy Spirit's
enlightening and illuminating vision is given when the
mind is in full use and every faculty awake to under-
stand, i.e., the very opposite condition to that required
for the working of evil spirits. .

18. Do YOU UNDERSTAND WHY CHRISTIANS CAN BECOME
JPOSSESSED BY EVIL SPIRITS ?

The meaning of the word * possession '’ needs to be
clearly defined, for it is generally thought to mean cases
of possession in the acute and fully developed mani-

. festation as recorded in the Scripture, but even then it is
overlooked that many degrees of possession are referred
to in the gospels, such as the woman with the ¢ spirit of
infirmity,” the man who was apparently only deaf and
dumb ; the little girl with a-demon which terribly vexed
her; the boy who gnashed with his teeth, and was some-
times thrown on the fire, and then the man with the
legion, so wholly mastered by the powers of evil that he
dwelt outside the abodes of men.

Such cases of possession are known to-day in Europe,
as well' as in heathen China ; but ¢ possession ’’ in milder
forms is really more widespread than is often supposed,
if the-word * possession '’ is taken to mean just what it
is, i.6,, a HOLD OF EVIL SPIRITS ON A MAN IN ANY DEGREE
whatsover, for an evil spirit possesses whatever spot
he holds, even though it bein an infinitesimal degree,
and from that one tiny hold, as a spider finds his base
ere he weaves his web, the intruder works to obtain
further hold of the whole being. .

Christians are as open to possession by evil spirits as
other men, if they unwittingly fulfil the conditions upon
which evil spirits work; ¢.g., give ground to deceiving
spirits through accepting their COUNTERFEITS OF THE
Drving, and ignorantly cultivating passivity, and non-use
of their faculties, and this again through misconception
of divine things.

19. HOow WOULD YOU DELIVER A SOUL IN BONDAGE TO
EVIL SPIRITS EITHER IN OBSRSSION OR POSSESSION ?

** Obsession '’ may be defined as an evil spirit, or spirits
hovering around and influencing a man with the object

of obtaining a footing in him and gaining possession in
however small a degree. If these influences are yielded
to it must eventuate in possession.

The deliverance of souls under obsession of any kind or
degree can only be by the weapon of truth, i.e., patiently
and prayerfully giving them knowledge how to detect
what is of God or the devil, by UNDERsSTANDING the prin-
cipals of their working; and, in the case of believers,
showing them that they should accept nothing super-
natural coming to them from without; either in suggestions
to the mind, or supernatural influences of any kind coming
upon the body, since God the Holy Spirit works from
within the spirit of the man, illuminating and renewing
his mind, and enabling him to keep his body under ks own
control; especially teaching them their place of victory
over sin and over Satan, as they stand in Christ, and
resist all besieging attacks of the devil.

For the deliverance of souls under the bondage of evil
spiritsin possession, it is generally thought that the casting
out of the spirit ur spirits is the only method, but since
the GROUND they obtained to gain entrance and abide in,
CANNOT BE ‘' CAST OUT,” it is obvious that althongh the
casting out may avail in some instances, it is not always
effectual.

The main condition for deliverance of souls from pos-
session, which is the result of deception, is to get them to
find out the ground upon which the evil spirits entered,
and give it up. Itis by ground given that they obtain
access, and it is by GROUND REMOVED that they depart.

20. CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY SOME SOULS ARE NOT
DELIVERED FROM EVIL SPIRITS EVEN AFTER
(@) CLAIMING TRE VICTORY OF CHRIST OVER EVIL
SPIRITS ?
(b) COMMANDING THE EVIL SPIRITS TO DEPART?
Because the ground given to e.s. requires to be dis-
covered and dealt with.

21. Do YOU UNDERSTAND THAT CHRISTIANS ARE POS-
SESSED BECAUSE OF GROUND GIVEN TO EVIL SPIRITS ?

THEN HOW WOULD YOU DEAL WITH THE GROUND GIVEN ?

The believer must seek light from God on the ground,
and give it up. For this he needs to stand on the base
of deliverance from the power of sin and Satan set forth
in Rom. vi., and also understand the attitude of the will
which may be termed * refusing.’”

22. DO YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE GROUND MUST BE
GIVEN UP BEFORE THE SOUL CAN BE FULLY DELIVERED?
How CAN THE SOUL BE MADE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT
THE GROUND 1§?

Yes, and tbe believer can only be made to understand
what the ground is, when he sincerely seeks light. upon
it from God, and opens bis mind to truth in any way God
may send it.

23. DO YOU KNOW THAT DELIVERANCE IS PROGRESSIVE
ONLY AS THRE GROUND IS RECOGNISED AND GIVEN UP?

Yes, in the case of possession through decepifon, an
truth does not always enter the mind quickly. .

24, ““YB SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH
SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.” :

WBHAT TRUTH DOES THE SOUL NEED IN ORDER TO BE
DELIVERED FROM EVIL SPIRITS ? .

Biblically the truth concerning the working of evil
spirits in the human race, and the way of deliverance
through the Victory of Calvary.

T he questions from 20 to 24 demand more space for dealing
with than is possible in the pages of the ** Ovcvcomer.” Why
souls are not delivered from possession by evil spirits ; and how
to deal with ** ground '’ which has given them entry, as well as
what ** ground ' means and how it is given, and how truth sets
js'na is ,fz:lly set forth in the book just published, * War on the

aints. :
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How to conduct Revival Meetings.

A Word to Workers.

God would give Revival in England.

During the last two or three years we
have been dealing with a subject which, some
will say, has the least to do with Revival, and
little calculated to bring it; but through all the
teaching that has been given about the powers
of darkness, the Lord has been preparing instru-
ments for Revival, and we should expect God to
move ere long in Revival power.

For the last few years we have been dealing
with hindrances to Revival, for the hindrance,
after all, is not s much in the people as in the
ATMOSPHERE, in the opposing forces of the
powers of darkness. They are the clog, and the
hindrance to Revival. True, there are hindrances
among God’s children, but there aré thousands
who are living right up to what they know, and
are true and faithful to God in their various
spheres.

If God were to give us a Revival now, the
knowledge that has gone out to the church
about counterfeits and the powers of darkness,
will enable many to work with God in keeping
Revival pure when it comes—the knowledge will
then spring into life and power. .

Those who had much to do with the Welsh
Revival, are now conscious of their great igno-
rance of the powers of darkness at that time, so
that they were unable to discern the influx of
the deceiving spirits.- The light given on the
workings of .the enemy has therefore been very
necessary to the Church of God, and it may be
that thus God has been preparing us for another
awakening, and that & very widespread one.

Let me now give you a few hints on the
principles of Bevival in the way of co-working

WE have never given up the prayer that

with the Holy Spirit in Revival or other meetings, -

either in Bible Class or Mission work, so that the
8pirit of God may have right of way among the
people. :

It has already been made clear to you that if
we ate fo have Revival, we must individually
know the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Then in
all meetings, whether Bible Class or Mission
meeting, the very first principle of Revival is the
recognition of the Holy Spirit as the One who is
commisgsioned to make the Lord Jesus real in
the midst of His people. :

Then comes the question of the conducting of
such meetings. First it is essential that-ell in a
¢ Revival *’ meeting understand that each one is
free to speak or take part. Revival manifests the

» Address to workers at Bocleston Hall Conf

By the Editor.

unity of the Body of Christ, where every* joint a
fulfils its office. The key to Revival lies in the
co-operation of all God's children who are
present. They should go to meetings, not to
get, but fo be ready and alert to see what God
wants from them for the meeting.

For this, every person must feel as free to
speak as if they were in their own homes.
Supposing you are taking a meeting, the first
thing for you to do is to get the meeting set ab
liberty. In some meetings in Wales the people
were .told that they could come and go when
they liked. There was no formal beginning or
ending to the meeting! I saw a similar thing in
Finland, and it greatly tried me there!l

‘The people must have a sense of freedom and
bappiness, and feel free to move at any time
without a fear of disturbance. If you are the
leader of that meeting, get it so free, and keep
yourself so free in spirit, that when people
move you are undisturbed. If anyone is fidgetty
about leaving for a train, it brings a sense of
strain which hinders others from listening.

If you are taking & Bible Class or a meeting—
whether ¢ Revival” or not—jyou should make
people feel at home. If the meeting is hard,
ask God to enable you to liberate it, <.e.,
(1) Get the people to unload all their burdens,
either by prayer or speech. They are weighted
with burdens, and how can you get a bright,
living Revival meeting from burdened souls?
(2) Give your message after the meeting is free,
and the weight is off it, then the Holy Spirit can
use the message, but if you try to give it when
people are looking dull and heavy, they cannot
take it in. o

It is not always prayer that is needed for God
to work. It may be & liberating of the people,
so that they are free to listen and teke in. God
is always ready to work when conditions enable
Him todoso. (3) When the meeting is respon-
sive, the leader should draw from his spirit in
speaking, because the Holy Spirit pours into the
spirit,- and it then flows out spontaneously.
When the meeting is hard, the spesker may
have to fall back upon his ¢ notes,” but it is a
joy to speak when it is pouring out to responsive
people. (4) The leader of the meeting should be
indifferent whether he gets any response or
not, because his own spirit should be in such
victory that the conditions of the meeting do not
affect him. The truth given should loosen the
meeting, if it is at all closed or hard, and not
liberated by any of the means already mentioned.
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This touches the question of & * programme.”
We get confused between two lines: we either
must begin with a hymn, have prayer, then an
address and close, or else we start without a
programme, and watch whether there is a
response to be able to go on. This often ends in
failure. The great thing is to have your own
spirit in such victory, that the condition of the
meeting does not affect you—at least that it does
not check you. .

The leader must be able to speak at any
moment, so that if there is 8 wrong element in the
mesting, he can pour in truth, and check it.
This freedom of utterance, so as to be able to
give a message according to need, is '» primary
qualification for leading a Revival meeting. Those
who lesd meetings in co-operation with the Holy
Spirit, must be able to speak without any notes
at all. In brief, they must know how to work
with and rely upon the Spirit of God. Then
truth pours out of the spirit through the mind,
and pouring forth like a flood tide illuminating
it—truth you have lmown for years is then
illuminated to you.

Sometimes however, the spirit appears quite
closed up, and then you have to give forth the
message with more or less difficulty. It is when
the spirit is without a trace of burden, elastic,
buoyant and open that the Spirit of God seems
to go like a torrent through the spirit to the
mind, as it was with Peter on the day of Pente-
cost—the Spirit of God in his spirit illuminated
his mind.

That does not put aside the reading of your
Bible, and the preparation for the meeting.
Christ opened the understanding of the disciples
before Pentecost, so that they understood the
Scriptures, and Peter was well acquainted with
them. His mind was filled with the Seriptures.
He had been taught by Christ for three years.
For twenty years I have been teaching from
God’s Word. It must be well in my mind, but
I need the Holy Spirit to flood my spirit with
new buoysant life, fo quicken that mental know-
ledge into power. It can be dead to me and to
you, as much as it can be to anyone else, if my
spirit is closed or crushed.

But it is & joy when the meeting is open for
the Holy Spirit to pour through His messengers.
You must thoroughly saturate your minds with
the Word of God. The Spirit of God works with
the fuel of His Word, and He must have material
there to draw upon.

Do you keep all the truth you receive here
to yourself, or give it out? You should live
with your spirit open, so that the message of
victory will easily pass out to others.

Q. If the hearers are not ready to receive it,
doesn't that make a difference ?

THE OVERCOMER.

4. Yes, but sometimes your own spirit is so
moved and charged with truth that it does
not matter whether they will receive it or nof,
it comes out and that is bebter. If you
learn to read what causes variations in your own
condition, you will discern some marks in what
you talk about. Does the Holy Bpirit find
you so open that He can quicken all that is
in your mind, so that it breaks forth easily? I
is the spontaneous speaking that is the power,
not something that you have made up your mind
to say, because you think it is required, but it is
the spontaneous outpouring.

You learn to watch that, and say to yourself
after a conversation, I was not at the highest
to-day!” How is that? ¢ We talked about the
work.” That is not the highest. The light and
the power and the Spirit and the truth are more
than the work. Do you always falk at your
highest when you meet with other Christians ?
Is your spirit kept so open that God can pour
truth through you?

If all the children of God who know these
truths about victory, went everywhere speaking
about them, we should bave Revival. We need
to maintain an open spirit, so that the Holy
Spirit can pour through. _

It is exactly the same with the meetings. If
you have learned that lesson in and for yourself,
you will get it for the meeting. There you must
be able to speak at any moment.

Supposing I am conducting & meeting, and &
person asks & question. I see that the question
is capricious, and that it is causing unrest and
friotion in the meeting, then I know ‘that
the enemy is there. - It may be an honest

uestion to the person who asks it, but he
3099 not know that the enemy is using
him to the detriment of the meeting. - Now, if
when that question was asked, I was obliged to
get an answer from my * notes,” then the meet-
ing would be injured, but if I am ready with &
quick answer from the spirit to any one that is
capricious, then I frustrate the purpose of the
enemy. » )

The necessity of an enduement of power in
order to bear witness is therefore manifest. You
will never lead in Revival meetings, unless you
get into liberty of spirit, so that the Spirit of God
can pour into your mind a message or anything
that the meeting needs at any moment. If you
are compelled to keep to a programme of hymn
and prayer and so on, you will never get Revival
power, for it indicates that your spirit is not
free.

I am speaking now to those who lead ahd take
meetings, to workers and evangelists in charge.

It is alright to keep to & programme if the
Spirit of God does not lead otherwise. In some
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of our large Conventions where there is a pro-
gramme, when the speaker has said that he had
brought the message, but found he could not give
it, and they went to prayer, it was following the
Holy Bpirit in that meeting. If you are in such
bondage to programme that you must follow if,
I quite sympathise with you, for I know it
holds you as if you werein a vice, and you cannot
break it. It is a great thing to get pliability of
spirit, so that you can drop the programme
quickly if God is moving, and if there is not
any movement of the Spirit, go on with the
“ programme.” The second best is good when
there is. not a first. There may be many
conditions to stop the first best. This touches
the practical side of the work.

The absence of a message may be an indication
nol to speak, or perhaps the “ message ” does not
“grip,” because the meeting should go to prayer.
The important thing is that the one who is
leading must have pliability of spirit. I might
also say pliability of body, when workers are
very * set *’ and * stiff ” with platform paralysis.

dvwotd a particular tone of voice that may come
to you immediately you go on to a platform.
Take care not to have platform, or Bible
Class manners. Be as natural as you are in
your own home. Cultivate ease in your action.
Learn not to be stiff. Let there be pliability of
spirit, and pliability of body. The Holy Spirit
can work better if He can get pliable instru-
ments, even physically. Perhaps if you were to
wait upon others a little more in your own
homes, it would help you in the Bible Class.
You would shake hands better. If you learned
at home to spring to serve the needs of others,
it would help you in your Mission work ! ’

Remember, your spirit governs your life. If
you have a pliable, ready and a fervent spirit,
it will carry you without your knowing it. If
you have a real spirit of service to others, you
will spring to serve them without being reminded
to do so. It is your spirit. If you have an eager,
intense .spirit of sacrifiee, a spirit of service, a
spirit of love, a spirit of ministry, it is bound to
tell upon your exterior; bound to make you
more pliable to the Spirit of God. It is the stiff-
ness of spirit that cannot turn, which checks the

" Holy Spirit in His work, as well as lifelong

habits of waiting for others to serve you. You
cannot change your general habits when in the
Lord’s work. What you are at home will govern
what you are in the outer service of God.
Lastly, for you who are leading meetings, note
some furfther points for dealing with the
people: Tell them to ask God to give them
personal light, and the speaker must take his
own life to God, and watch that nothing comes
in. If there is something lacking in his life

he cannot deal with the meeting. If sin s
not acute to you, God will never use you to
make it acute to others. The measure of your
own life is the measure that God can use you.
That is what it really comes to. You will never
be an instrument for God to eonviet others of sin,
unless sinis very acute to you. The disturbance
of light is better than the peace of ignorance.
Light is a great disturber. If everyome of us
understood the principles of Revival, and
practised them, each of us would be & centre of
revival wherever we went. The personal factor
after all is the key to Revival.

Fadevtignee =
Out of the Net!

The Testimony of a Missionary.

The writer of the following letter was converted in the
Welsh Revival. It is deeply touching that the truths
given in the pages of the Overcomer by Mr. Evan Roberts
concerning the deception and possession of believers
through acoepting Satan's counterfeits, should reach one
of the ‘¢ children of the Revival” thus wrecked by the
enemy, and residing in a far off land. Mr. Roberte’
ceaseless burden of prayer for the past few years hasbeen
for believers in this condition. = May the following letter
be the precursor of many.

« T praise God with all my heart to-day that I
am delivered from the terrible state of darkness
and despair. God has blessed the Owvercomer.
My will is stronger, my mind clearer, but not so
active as it was before the deception, but what a
change God has wrought in me! It is only
within the last few days that I have the inward
assurance again, and two days ago I heard again
the still small voice of God. a%![—y faith is just
the mustard seed faith, but I thank God for the
faintest faith. : :

I have not been able to get any light on the
Word for two years and & half, as I was centred
in myself, and I could not get out of myself.
About six weeks ago I believed God delivered

.me from the powers of darkness. It was a

terrible struggle. I gave up all hope, and only
wanted to die. I was feeling so depressed and
irritated—the very least sound I could not bear.
I could not think, as my mind was simply
passive. The very powers of hell were with me.
I oried out in despair that I had committed the
unpardonable sin . . . and the agony I went
through was indescribable. I had no will power
to resist. . . .
- After this the * visions’ ceased, and the
vibrations, and ‘I was able to pray but with
difficulty, owing to pressure by the powers of
darkness. About twice since the devil has tried
to bring things to my vision, but at once I was
able to shut myself against them, and now -they
have left me. Although Satan still makes
attempts to draw me into a passive state, I
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resist in Christ’s vietory of Calvary and I fly to
my Bible for weapons against him.

The * Warfare with Satan and the way of
victory "’ has been a great blessing to me. It is
just the way God led me when I was a young
convert in Wales. The first sign of my going to
extremes was after reading Madame Guyon’s
works. She speaks of the crucifixion of the
intellect, and turning into the altar in the heart,
ete. I took the wrong attitude to death by
being passive, and then Satan brought to me
departed saints. Madame Guyon was one. She
speaks of having had communion with a
departed saint by his grave side. So Batan

knew this, and he brought her to me, and so
clearly spoke to me, and said : Do the work that
He has chosen you for certain

God bids you.
service.

1 found out two and a half years ago that I
had been deceived, but was afraid to tell anyone.
I only warned others and gave myself up as lost.
Saten had me like a coward. He hurled at me
morning, noon and night his accusations. I
could not get energy to reply or to pray.

At X Mission whilst staying there with
a party of missionaries who were praying for the
Pentecostal baptism, I was seized with a terrible
power which swung me round from the waist.
Alsoavision of “Jesus”—notthe true Liord Jesus.
And one sister rejoiced that I had had & good
shaking. She told me that she had caught the
“ tongues ” from a girl at X——. 1 knew well
enough, blind as I was, that one could not catch
the gift of the Spirit, like catehing a fever! I
saw at X—— Mission scores of women praying,
dancing, swinging round with their hair flying
over their faces—such an unseemly sight.

A native pastor who acted as my interpreter
died, and I went to-his funeral. Standing by
the bed, I was seized with a terrible power. 1
had a vision of Jesus—not our Lord Jesus—but
a very beautiful man, with & gold crown on his
head: and this being commanded me in his
name, to raise that pastor from the dead. The
power was awful. Of course, I knew it was not
the Lord, and I rushed over to the vestry afraid,
and when I prayed it all vanished away.

When I was & young convert in Wales, Satan
used the children of God to flatter me by saying
I was called for great service. Iknow now how
to co-operate with the Holy Spirit for revival. . .

God used a native gentleman, who told the
people that s new missionary had come, and we
arranged meetings in my bungalow, and in the
meebings just such scenes as in - the Waelsh
Revival took place. Every day for weeks people
came under deep conviction, and God did deliver
some souls. A Hindoo priest was amongst the
converts. . .

THE OVERCOMER.

Where I went wrong was, being ignorant of
the wiles of Saten. Angels were around me at
times. I used then to pray all day, and not
take any food till late, as people would come and
ask for help. An army officer came to see me,
and she was convicted. Some officers used to

_come to the meetings and get great blessing.

God did a deep work there, and I earnestly ask
for prayers for these dear converts who are the
results of the Welsh Revival.

I seem to be beginning all over again. All
that I ever learned has gone, and I am learning
again the A B.C. in spiritual things, but the Lord
can do great things for me. People come to me
for help, and do not know anything of my awful
experience. I trust this letter may be a help in
God’s hands for the deliverance of others.”

In '« War on the Sainis>* Mr. Roberts says ** The Spirit
baptised souls, at present locked up in spirit or side tracked
through Satanic deceptions, are still those who would be
the instruments through whom God could work were they
but set free,” and that when set free *' those who are ussless
now will be priceless in value for teaching others when
Revival is once more given.” —ED.

P —

emoriam.
Rev. W. D. MOFFAT, M.A., Edinburgh.

uaT him first at the Bridge of Allan Convention in
1896. Stepping out of the hotel omnibus in the
darkness, a cheery voice, full of hearty Scotch
greeting, bade me welcome, and then commenced a
fellowship in the things of God which deepened as
the years went by. N

To Mr. Moffat, I owe, under God. the first under-
standing of the trust committed to me in the Message of
the Cross in its deeper aspect to the Christian, for it was
he, at that very Convention, who pointed cut to me that
the message was the great need of the Church, and from -
that time never failed in urging me forward in obedience
to the heavenly vision.

With only glimmering light I once said to him, ‘“ How
can I always ‘preach the Cross,’ for-there are only so
many verses about it and I cannot use them again and
again,” but he kept me up that night till the early hours
of the morning, explaining, urging, pleading, that I
would not be diverted from  the message God had -
illuminated to me. . : .

I went away from that Bdinburgh visit to some mees-
ings for Christians at Gordon Hall, Liverpool, asking
God to show me the way never to give an address on.any
theme without ¢ preaching the Cross,’’ and tc my
astonishment, those days, as I was speaking on many
themes concerning the Christian life, I found myself
in the heart of the message showing the Oross as the
centre of every theme.

Then I saw that all aspects of the spiritual life could
be shown to have as their basis—Calvary ; and that all
spiritual truth radiated from, the Cross.

And to the end of his life—he ** fell on slesp’ at the
age of 72, on Oct. 8, 1912, just 42 years after his
ordination—his face would light up—like the sun breaking
over the landscape—and a deep intense glow coms. into
his eyes, when he spoke of the Cross.

May God give to the Church to-day ** gifts "' of men
like him, having the Pauline insight into Calvary.

Jessie Penn-Lewis.
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THE OVERCOMER,.

The School of Prayer
and The Lord's Watch.

» It 4s no worldly warfare that we are waging. The weapons with
which we fight are not human weapons, but are mighty for God in
overthrowing strong fortresses. . " —2 Cor. x. 3, 4, Weymouth.

Prayer for the Mission Field.
Notes of a Talk with a Missionary by J. C. Williams.

J-.C.W. The apostolic order was first prayer, then the
ministry of the Word. Prayer is the pioneer of the
Word. Asthe Word is life, prayer is the spirit of life.
That is what the apostles realised when they said, * We
will give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the
Word !**  Our Master the same: there was never a great
crisis in His life that was not preceded by prayer.
Something always happened when the Lord Jesus went
to the mountain and spent a night in prayer. I do think
this is mighty work, and I fear you do not real ze how
mighty it is!

Missionary. Only to the extent that we ourselves see
it! Iknow alittle. I know enough in many personal
experiences what it has been to me; but still I am
conscious of our ignorance. .

J.C.W. The devil may magnify that to you. He will
make you feel that you are nothing at all! That you
ought not to begin the mighty work of praying against
the forces of Satan. In your prayer life, when you come
in contact with the Divine, then you also come into
contact with the principalities and the powers, with the
world rulers of this darkness. It simplifies the war by
prayer when you recognize that it is the subordinate
forces of Satan that you are in contact with in ordinary
life. When you pray for the universal Church of Christ
and for countries, you touch the universal power of
Satan. Directly you begin to pray for a country, you
are then dealing with spiritual “ governments.” Daniel's
prayer was a national prayer, therefore he aroused the
opposition of the opposing princes. There is a prince

for Indial

M. Then wher we are praying for India, we have to
realize the existence of that prince ?

J.C.W. You have to realize that at the back of every
one of those heathen religions, even as Paul teaches us,
there is the god of this world. You pray against the
organised government that is opposed to the will of God
with matchless intelligence ; an intelligence with which
the human mind is never able to cope, apart from the

- Holy Spirit. But knowing this you may have, in all

circumstances, certainty and peace, in knowing that you
are dealing all along with a conquered foe.

M. And to ask for victory? Of course the victory
has already been won?

J.C.W. Potential victory has been won.

M. I know that, but we have to seek that poten-
tiality, so that it may become a reality in individual
cases. .

J.C.W. You see why the nominal prayers are simply
nominal. Throughout the whole mission field, as far as
my knowledge goes, gradually but surely education is
usurping, and taking the place of the gospel. Now the
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- gospel was a message of deliverance. For thousands of

years China has been content to go on without Western
ideas, without education. Now the gospel goes there.
Wherever the gospel goes, men's minds begin to work,
and then turn into the lines of worldly advancement, and
worldly knowledge. Civilization follows the gospel.
The devil promised in the Garden to give knowledge. And
the Church has so got mixed up in her perspective vision,
that she is now giving her wealth and her people to
disseminating the knowledge, which is part of the contract
of the Fall.

M. Is it notright, then, for the Church to disseminate
knowledge ?

JC.W. Isit? .

M. Should the work of the Church be simply the

giving of the gospel ? We go into the Zenana and we
teach the women the gospel. They receive it, but of
course we can go only once a week, and perhaps something
happens that they are sent off, and we never see them
again.” Our thought has been that we should teach them
to read, that they may read the gospel for themselves.
This is not real education in the modern sense. I would
not call this teaching the women to read, by the name of
education. If they have beentaught in the New Testament,
it is probable that they will go on the lines of that instruc-.
tion. . C

J.C.W. That may be true. I was thinking of the
broad lines of missionary endeavour, and I say we are-
simply doing the work of the god of this world in onLy
GIVING THE HEATHEN EDUCATION. IsthatGod's way? Has.
it been in ages past? Has God ¢hanged His method? A
great deal of the result of the activity of the Church in
doing the work of education is that the minds of those.
they teach are energized not by God, nor by the Holy
Spirit, but by the rulers of this world's darkness—for we
have yet to learn that the highest intelligence from this
world’s standpoint, is the grossest darkness from God's.
standpoint.

M. Would you then carry that out in our own land
here? Would you say that the going back, the declining:
of religion in this country, is the result of education ?

J.C.W. The education is alright, but it is only alrighs:
for this world. - My point is this : that St. Paul was never
called to be an educator. He was an educator before he.
was called, he was a teacher in the Sanhedrin, he was a.
leader, doubtless one of the masters of logic; but when
he was called to be an Apostle of Christ, he did not give-
himself to educating the slaves in Casar’s household,
but preached the gospel to them. There was probably
a standard of education in the cities of Paul's time that-
would astonish us in the twenlieth century. But Paul
had been called to live for eternity. How much are we-
doing that is Living? How much will stand the fire of
the judgment seat ? .

M. 1 believe fully. that a -great per cent. of our:
missionary work to-day is not that which will stand the.
fire. . : :

J.C.W. Do you see the futility of praying for the.
natives of India to be saved, when those whom God has.
called to preach to them have been so decgived by the
angel of light, that they are not doing what God has.
called them to do? It is possible that if you got hold of:
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a man taken to India thirty years ago, as a young man
with his heart in 2 molten state for God, you will find
that he has lost sight of his spiritual vision. Why should
he? When Paul stood before his persecutors, he said,
«I have not been disabedient to the heavenly vision.”
There then you have a vital need for focussed prayer !
If we did nothing else in prayer but ask that these men
should be obedient to their FIRST CALLING, it would be a
great work. It was no light thing for a man to leave
his home and country thirty years ago. Some would
never have left home to go and keep a school : bat once
he is there, the insidious subtlety of the powers of dark-
ness working indirectly through others led him into it.

M. The Lord might not lead us to pray through these
problems of India. There is a work in prayer that does
not rise to these tremendous problems such as you are
talking about. '

J.C.W. You know what God has called you to do
to-day, but not to-morrow. Faith is a great enterprise,
and it is an'adventure; and if you will be advised, you
will aim at much more than you understand. I find that
if God calls men to something for Him, and they are
obedient to His call, the understanding comes. I have
not given you a thought of incapability. I would not
say these things to you at all, if I thought you were
incapable. Where did you get tbat thought of incapa-
bility from? That thought governs much more than you
think it does. Has it ever come to you that Satan can
put thoughts into your mind which will colour your whole
life and service? If you go out to India, and you say “I
have a sort of dim conception of what it means to pray,
but it is beyond me,’’ then that thought will govern your
will ; but if you go there seeking a vision of India’s needs,
God will show them to you; and it is not your business to
‘'say that it is too big a task. That is where Moses failed.
He was obedient and pliant to God in everything,
except that, and he said “I cannot speak.” God
reasoned with him and said ““ I will be with your mouth,”
but even that did not satisfy. Then God told him to
take Aaron, for * he can speak '’ ; but it was Aaron that
led Israel into idolatry. God never calls a single soul
into any calling that He does not give strength enough
{o perform. There is absolutely no need of fear at all.

Take the Lord’s Watch: when I commenced with

it I had not the faintest idea of what it was going to
mean. There was a conversation with Mrs. Penn-Lewis
in this house. We were talking about prayer—(I think
I ought to say that most I know about prayer, humanly
speaking, Evan Roberts has taught me. I take that for
granted, but it sometimes needs saying). I came here
about two years off and on, and listened to all Mr.
Roberts told me. I did not understand it, thought he
was a seer, an idealist ; but all that time I was absorbing.

There is a law of prayer, so that those who know the
law know the sureness of answer. Elijah knew when the
answer was at hand, and he was so sure of God that he
took a witness. He sent out his young man to look for
acloud. Elijah Anew when the cloud was coming, but he
sent his helper in order to train him. And you will see
that as God leads you out in understanding the laws of
prayer, you will be able to train others, and say, * You
watch for such-and-such a thing ; it is there! "

OVERCOMER.

All Hell will Fight
the Book !

Will you Pray?

The Powers of Darkness will
mightily RESIST the circula-
tion of '

“War on the Saints.”

Therefore PRAY against them,
and RESIST them steadfastly in
the faith.

PRAY also that all who
need ‘“*War on the Saints”
may be enabled to have it.

PRAY that all Satanic
workings and supernatural
“texts” and ‘‘messages”
intervening and hindering
its being read and under-
stood, may be destroyed.

PRAY that the Book may
accomplish its mission to
the Church of Christ.

PRAY that every reader
may read it in prayer.

EVAN ROBERTS.

The Opium Traffic.

The Opium Trade is the cause of a critical state of things in China
just now, and gx;aier needs to be offered that wisdorn may be given
to the rulers both of China and our own country that peaceable
relations may be ined.*—Nosl Broomhall,

Prayer for the following Conferences
Bolton {(Lanc.), Nov. 11-14.
The Pounawea Conventlon, Owaka, Otago, N.Z.

Special Requests.

For the issue of ** Le Vainqueur " in French speaking countries on
the Continent, and for Mr. Johnson in the work connected with its
issue. Pray Ephes. vi. 19, for him.

For- clear guidance to and divine equipment for a worker in
Germany desirous of translating * War on the Saints™ into the
German language.

For God to open the way and bring to full fruition the desire of a
servant of God in Canada, to facilitate the issuing of the O v
in the Armenian language.

For the issue of the Overcomer literature in the dialects of India, as
laid upon a servant of Christ now returning to India.

* Friends desirous of understanding the critical situation should

obtain the October number of ** National Righteousness,” 13d. post
free, from The Christian Union, 2 Pyrland Road, London, N.
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THE OVERCOMER.

“Le Vainqueur.” it -osercomer)

An 8-page paper issued monthly, consisting entirely of
articles from the “ Overcomer,” translated Into French.
Edited and issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 51 Rue Chanzy,
Asnleres, Seine, France.

The small list of subscribers is increasing, but the
larger part of each edition is sent out free to pastors and
workers of French-speaking countries on the Continent.
Readers of the Ouvercomer who value its messages and
desire to share in this aggressive service for the Lord’s
people in France may send their gifts for the free distri-
bution of Le Vaingueur to the Corresponding Secretaries:

NMiss MARSH, L.8. W, Bank, Highgate, London, N.
Miss COPE, 38 Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield.

Note. We are thankful that Miss Marsh has under-
taken joint secretaryship with Miss Cope, and trust this
<o-service will be greatly prospered in the will of God, to
a widespread aggressive attack upcn the forces of dark-
ness by the active sending out of Le Vainguewr to the
French workers.

Miss Waters, who lately acted as Corresponding
Secretary, has gone forth on the Lord's service to New
York, U.S.A., and Miss Mourant is engaged in new work
in Scotland.

Received for Mr. Johnson’s work in France,
From September 10th to October 10th, 1912.

DLar Miss Cope—(35) 5/- (Le Vaingusur). (36) 4/- (Personaly, (37) 6/-,
38) 4/-,(89) 10/- (Le Vaingueur), (40) £4 11s. (Personal).
Total £518s. 0d.

“Qur First Year.”

By Pastor Joknson in **Le Vainqueur” for Oct.

(TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.)

*With this issue of Le Vainqueur we conclude
the first twelve months of its service to the
Church of God. Launched quite unobtrusively
in October, 1911, in simple faith that its message
would meet the need of many, and the promise
of Phil. iv. 19, we have been justified step by
step, not only on the material side, but by the
letters that have come to hand, speaking of
deliverance and hope given to many who had
been unconsciously baffled and beaten by the
powers of darkness. We gather therefore that
“ our labour has not been in vain in the Lord,”
and as the Lord shall enable we purpose to
continue this ministry, earnestly asking that our
readers will help' also together with us by
prayer. . . .

It was & joy to be present at the Chexbres-
Morges Convention this year. The very atmo-
sphere—not only of ever beautiful Switzerland,
but that created through the prayers of the
people of God and the presence of so many
followers of the Lamb was one of freedom,
refreshing and rest.

Space will not permit us to give a detailed
account of the Convention and the rich spiritual
Pprovision set forth, or to speak of evident result
given as & seal by the Spirit of God. We were
watching with intense interest to gain an under-
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standing from contact with the large numbers of
Christians coming from France, many parts of
Switzerland and elsewhere, somewhat of the state
and special need of the Church. Of the former it
is only too evident that the universal oppression
of the powers of darkness, the *“ wrath of him
whose time is short * 1s being keenly felt by the
Church, foramid the brightness of the Convention,
the echoes of suffering were only too distinctly
heard. Dayby day at the morning prayermeetings
requests were sent in to pray for souls obsessed
by Satan to the point of torment, or for cases of
those possessed by evil spirits, in such number
a8 to force special notice to be taken. Upon the
last morning after the Convention, Prof. Tophel,
commenting on these, said: ¢ Oh that God
would raise up men, who, after the manner of the
Chinese Pasteur Hsi, could cast out evil spirits,
and deal with the ever increasing cases of
neurasthenia, which malady certainly presents
more of the symptoms-of a. spiritual than s
physical disorder.” The intercourse with -one and
another in the intervals of the meetings shewed
the same suffering to be general. How many in
their families, their home life, and in circum-
stances, or health are passing through a period
of oppression utterly incomprehensible ~apart
from the clear teaching of the Word of God with
reference to the last days, and the fury of the
oppressor.

How many are tormented by the accusations
of Satan, thinking they are listening to the voice
of their own conscience, driven perhaps to the
idea that they have committed the unpardonable
sin, living & strange fitful life full of trouble and
anxiety, depression and nerve strain, pushed at
times to all manner of absurdities under & false
notion of obedience to the Holy Spirit, a life in
fact inconsistent with the promise of the Gospel.
How many, too, in this connection, in con-
sequence of & wrong interpretation of Gal. ii. 20,
on the very ground upon which a victorious life
can be lived, have been blinded by Satan to the
deliverance of the regenerated humean spirit
from that which is the animal and soul life, and
instead of finding freedom in the Cross, have
been held there in a state of passivity, leaving
the helm of the will open to the enemy.

The writer of these lines is not drawing from
observation only, but from the pages of bitter
experience in his own life, until the truth pene-
trated o his mind that Satan and not uncon-
quered sin was the cause of many of the disturb-
ances in his spiritual life. . . .. .”

The October mumber of ‘“Le Vaingueur" comtaing
““ Faith the Fruit of the Cross,” C. H. Pridgeon; * The
Cross inspiring our love,” by Dr. Andrvew Murray;
 Repliss to Spiritual Problems,” by Mrs. Penn-Lewis ;

etc., etc. Copies may be oblained from the office of the
¢t Quvercomer,” 13d. post free.
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The Editor's Letter Box.

P.C. (Canada). May the Lord fulfil your desire to get the
Overcomer issued in Armenian, and lead you in every step to
know His will.

F.W. Iam most thankful for your letter, and the light God
b s given you * that one may fall to make way for the Holy
Spirit to work in power, simply from lack of knowledge how to
read one’s own spirit, and therefore inability to read the leagd-
ing of the Holy Bpirit, with the consequent fai ure to walk
after the spirit. . . .

M. . Yes, the Holy 8pirit must continually apply the
truth in Rom. vi. 11, to make it effectual.

Communiocations 1eceived from S H,U.

C.M. (Lausanne) ; £.B.Z. (Suisse); WW.; G.F.; B.M.;
J.B.L.; M.R.T.; L.B.; G.MeD.; E.G.; MM.F.; L.M.;
E.C. (Sheffield); E.R.; M.JW.; WAD.; 8.8.; W8
; HE.B.; L.8,; 8.L.; LW, (U.8.A); M.R.R.;
y L. g

B
L.

G.
.A. .

H.PS.; HE.8.; L.8.; 8. LW,

A.M.T. (Chicago); J.R. (Hawarden); C.M.B.; L.LM
M.G.(U.8.A); Mrs. W.J.; M.C.; J.C.J.; F.AG.; F.
M~ Letters requiring a gersonal answer should—-when convenient—bave
t d lop 1 for reply. Will correspondents please say if a

2]
3

1 is 1R

that acknowledgment through the Qvercomer is sufficient.

A Valuable Book on the Atonement*

** How does the Death of Christ save us 2"t
By Rev. Henry Mabie, D.D.

O say it would be difficult to find aun unguarded or
careless sentence in the whole book, would not be
too great a concession to the excellence of treat-

ment by Dr. Mabie in this book. This question of
questions, ** How does the death of Christ save us?’* is
bravely, spiritually and adequately answered, in one of
the smallest and neatest works on the Atonement.
Brevity, terseness, comprehensiveness, characterize each
of its twenty-four brief chapters. * How ' is the work
of Christ so related to sin as to be made active to
salvation? What is the ethical energy resident in the
death of Christ, as'it takes effect upon us? What the
engendering motive, the imparting dynamic to ultimate
holiness of life? Such is the task the writer accom-
plishes with the strength of a giant who has derived his
might from the Lord of Life, and renewed it by waiting
upon Him and His revelation for the discovery of the
laws of His Being.

The death of Christ is not in any sense intended to
secure a disposition in God to save, but it is because of a
deep willingness that is eternally in the very heart of
God, so that He might righteously forgive. It is vital
relationship to God, intended to meet a supreme ethical
exigency which had arisen in the universe from the
incoming of sin; this is underscored with double and
persistent emphasis. Its vital relationship to man as
Deity incarnate, moving to its approximate goal in the
redemptive process, seeking to create for him a new
redeemed status in the moral universe, issuing in an
unique form of judgment, and involving a righteous,
judicial acquittal of the sinner. For the creation of this
status, a causative power, equal to the predicted result,
was necessary. The cauvsative power must show the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, with regard to the holiness
of God ; show that He is not indifferent to sin; able to
overcome evil causation between si1 and its doom ; must

* This “ review " has been submitted to Dr. Mabie for his approval,
and he kindly replies that it is * the best yet made of the book, exactly
to the point, and clearly stated,”—Ep.

4 Hodder & Stoughton, London.

required, otherwise the Editor will understand -

be able to place the sinner in a recovered and gracious
relation to the Divine clemency, and have in itself the
energy to bring man into a personally ethical relation to
God as a renewed being.

Hence the necessity of this vital union of Christ with
God, with thesinner, with his sin, and all that it involves
and includes, and of the believer's union with Him.
Even in the matter of forgiveness, if one is to be truly
and wisely forgiven it must be under such conditions as
make it difficult to repeat the sin. Forgiveness is offered
at the expense of Divine heart-break. When the bearing
of one’s sin upon God is seen, a profound revolt against
it is awakened. True repentance is grounded in the
objective power of Christ's death.

The Atonement is intimately related to the regeneration
of the believer. All the attributes of the redeeming
Person of Christ are vitally imparted through the agency
of the Divine Spirit. Thus the believer is regenerated
and reconstituted in God. The regenerate soul is con-
ceived as one who has jointly died with Christ, been
jointly buried with Him, jointly raised and is now jointly
seated with Him in the heavenlies. He is in Christ, the
vitality of Christ lows into him, and will render Him in
the end a holy man. His entire course is to be habitually
lived as a second nature, on a new principle. - It is only
by blindness to, or abuse of the implications of the
Atonement that any Christian can become even careless
in respect to the moralities of the new life.

Verax.

Notes on new * Qvercomer™ Issues.

In response to many requests from oversea, and in the
homeland, “ OVERCOMING THE ACCUSER "' is now issued
in booklet form. ' From U.S.A. a correspondent writes
of being so impressed with this message, and that on
*“ The Prize of the Throne,'’ that they were both read
before the Christian Assembly. From many other
quarters the same testimony has come, and we thank
God and take courage, in this witness to the need of
teaching on the way of victory over the powers of dark-
ness, at this closing hour of the dispensation.

‘We trust the messages placed in Booklet form (6d. per
dozen post free) will have a still wider ministry to the
people of God. .

We are glad also for the sake of the children of Godin
Wales to issue a small Booklet in Welsh, entitled
“ PEDAIR SAFON O'R Bywyp Yssyrp:r,” (6d. dozen,
post free) consisting of * Four Planes of the Spiritual
Life,"” translated from the English by Mr. Evan Roberts.
‘We hope it will reach many who have asked whether the
Overcomer could not be issued in the Welsh language.

The little leaflet, ** I Can versus I Can't,” (2d. dozen
post free) has again had to be reprinted. It has a simple
clear message for many who are oppressed or depressed
by the enemy’s attacks at this time.

Books Received.

"“TREASURE ON BeD Rock. A Story of the Rand. M. Sinclair
Middlemiss. Drummond Tract Depot, Stlrlini. 2/6.

CHRIST IN ALL THE SCRIPTURE. A.M. Hodghkin. A very valuable
book for workers. Alfred Holness, 13/14 Paternoster Row, B.C.

“Day By Dav,” by Laura A. Barter Snow. S. W, Partridge,
London. 6d.

A catalogue of Greeting and other Cards by Mrs. Snow can be had
from the writer, The Vicarage, Broadway, Worcestershire, post free
on application.

THE InpDEXED TESTAMENT. 1/6 net. London Bible Watehouss,
22 Paternoster Row, E.c. A valuable little Testament for the use of
workers, Clear type. Texts for use in enquiry rooms marked in red
ink, Daintily bound in crimson and gold.
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THE OVERCOMER

FIDEI COTICULA CRUX.

No. 48.

{The Cross is the touchstone of faith.)

DECEMBER, 1913,

1912-1913.

¢ 1f it bear fruit, WELL ... amdifnot. ..”
Luke xiii. 9.

HIS parable of the Master and His vine-
T yard justifies the seeking and expecting
of FRUIT in all Christian service, and
settles the question whether we are to watch for
results commensurable to our labours. ¢ This
three years I come seeking fruit,” said the
Master to the dresser of His vineyard, showing
expectation of, as well as the right to fruit from
a tree of His planting. * Let it alone . . till I
shall dig about it . . . ”’ replied the gardener,
showing care for the tree, and a plea that it
should be given further time for the producing
of results.
« HBruit,”” therefore, or in other words,
“ yrogults ’ to labour in the service of God,
should be looked for, not only as a matter of
“ God giveth the increase,” but as an evidence
of (1) healthy growth, <.e., the ¢ cause " for fruit
being normal, and (2) the evidence of being in
line with the laws of God for fruitfulness.
In brief it is justifiable to seek results if there
is an adequate cause for the bringing about of
results, and if there are none, it is logically true

that there is & lack in the root ¢ cause’ -

which brings them about.
% * %* .

¢ If it bear fruit, werL: . . .”” said the gardener
to the Master, acknowledging that if it did ~om,
then it should be cut down.
-« If it bear fruit, well: and if not, then . . .”
is the right attitude toward the work of the
Overcomer at the close of its fourth year of
ministry, and the reason for critically examinin
before (God the justification of its existence, a.ng
the reason for going forward into another year.

It has been our principle in the conduct of the
Overcomer so to conform with the Divine laws as
$o be perpetually causing results—that is working
from principles all the time, and not effects,
giving forth the truth which meets NEED, and
not only concerning ourselves with the effects of
truth. - '

Have we had “results”? Apunpant!! B8o
abundant that we might fill page after page of
the Overcomer with letters from all lands, showing

that the truths given in its pages have been so
in conformity with the Divine will for the Church
at this time, as to have been perpetually eausing
results which are increasing in multiplying
power. Letters which show clearly that the
¢ present truth” of the call to the Churech of
God to recognize the existence of the powers of
darkness, and make aggressive war against them,
is penetrating the Church, and awakening if
from its Satanic sleep in the realm of the enemy.

There are indications, too, that the subject of
demon-possession is being pressed upon the
notice of those who are leaders in the Church,
and that many are seeking for light upon the
increasing manifestations of Satanic powers in
the world, and in the Church. ¢ The whole
question of demon-possession is not only vital
and important, but pressing and urgent,” is the
statement of Dr. Campbell Morgan at a workers”
conference, as he frankly confessed that he
himself felt ‘¢ helpless and baffled when in the
presence of a demon-possessed man,” yet
“ gtanding as he did this side of Pentecost, he
felt he ought to be able to say, ¢ In the name of
Jesus Christ, come out of him."”

«“The truths in the Owvercomer,” said an
evangelist, * have been three years ahead of us,
but now we are beginning to understand.”

* *

In view of the abundant witness to the ministry
given to us, and in deeper reliance upon the
continued upholding of God, because of deeper
knowledge of the subtle workings of the fos, we
set our faces ‘‘es a flint” (Isa. L 7), to be
faithful to the message committed to us, as we
go forward into another year. Again we do not
attempt to outline a programme for the New
Year, but purpose holding ourselves open to
the leading of God month by month as we have
done throughout 1912. We may say, however,
in general terms, that through the experiences
of the past year, our knowledge of the need of the
Church is clearer, and the experimental proving
of how that need is to be met is much more de-
fined and sure, as we have watched the response
to the various aspects of truth given in our pages.

More and more the crivic side of the truth is
geen to be meeting the need, rather than the
expository or exhortatory messages. Our readers
know more or less—possibly mentally—the
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truths of Rom. vi., Ephes i. and ii., the Baptism
of the Spirit, and. the many aspects of prayer.
The great GREAT lack is the inability to apply
the truths to the practical life and need, both
personally and in the lives of others.

For this reason the notes of Conferences, the
answers to questions, and all matter which we
are now grouping under the ‘medical term of
¢ clinie,” immediately .bring letters thanking
God for light in perplexity. We shall therefore
hope to enlarge the scope of the ¢ spiritual
clinie ” aspect of our pages, as abundant matter
ig still unprinted from the after tea conferences
of the past year.* '

* * *

Another pressing need is that the living
members of the Body of Christ should under-
stand the DISPENSATIONAL position of the Church
at the present hour, the special message of our
pages being only understood in this light. We
shall, therefore, glean from all quarters all that
we can to enable our readers to understand the
“ TiMe oF TEE END” in which we are living,
so that they may * watech at every season,
meking supplication” and ‘ prevail to escape
all these things that shall come to pass”

But the preparation of believers for the Coming
of the Liord means more than power to discern
the ‘*s1GNs oF THE TIMRE.” It means that they
must give DILIGENOE %o be found of Him
‘* without spot and blameless in His sight "
(2 Pet. iii. 14). This requires a desp purpose of
heart to permit the knife of the Cross to do its
work in the life, and a continuous keen  deter-
mination to give no quarter to s, as well as to
the wiles of Satan. The warfare against Satan
involves an unceasing WARFARE AGAINST SIN,

- lest the believer attributes to the powers of

darkness what may be in reality the working of
the Adamic nature in himself. The emphasisin
our pages on the warfare against the powers of
darkness, has been occasioned by the need of
bringing into the keen realization of the Lord's
people, the lapsed truth of the existence of

. Satan as & person, and the need of warring s
- good warfare against him as well as sin; buf

now that the book * War oN TEE SaiNts " is
available for workers awake 16 their need of
light on the subject, and the truths given in our
pages have been apprehended by widening circles
of readers, we purpose in 1918 dealing with
other truths of primary importance, especially
WarraRE ON SIN in every shape and form, by
prayer, action and testimony, and the need for
the equipment of the Holy Spirit for the war
both on sin and Satan. In brief we shall aim
in every way to give matter which is viTar,
PBACTICAL and EXPERIMENTAL.

*The ministry of the “ Lord's Watch* will be dealt with in the
January Overcomer, ] .

The circulation of the paper has steadily
increased throughout the year, the large edition
printed in January to meet the possible demand
of new subscribers having proved to be insuffi.
cient. The list of centre distributors, both at
home and abroad has also increased, with
corresponding effect in the circulation. For all
the work of these valued helpers in the ministry
of the paper, we give thanks to our God who has
called them into co-service with us for the Church
of Christ, as well as those who have provided
the ¢ sinews of war’ in donations to the Free
Distribution Fund for ministers and missionaries
in the foreign field, and others who have taken
advantage of the ExTENsION DEPARTMENT in the
office, for the sending out of the paper monthly
to special lists of names, supplied and paid for
by themselves.

For the sake of our new readers it may be
well to say again that the issue of the paper has
no financial purpose, and that up to this present
time it has needed to be subsidized to & con-
siderable extent, as the correspondence, and other
work arising out of it, demands increasing
assistance in the labour connected with i5. We
therefore remind our readers again that the most
effective help they can give us in the * warfare”
service of the paper, is the obfaining of fully paid
subscriptions, sent direct to the office, and we
gratefully acknowledge the keen and active
interest of many who spontaneously assist us in
this way. ,

In conclusion, as, after careful enquiry, we
are satisfied that the paper is doing valuable
service to the workers in France and French
spesking countries, we earnestly trust that the
Lord’s stewards will strengthen our hands still
more effectively in the free issue of Le Vaingueur
on the Continent; in the Free Distribution of
the Overcomer to Ministers and Missionaries;
and in the WIDEST BCATTERING OF THE LITERA-
TURE God is enebling us to issue, with the truths
whieh are increasingly being proved to meet the
present need of the children of God. A

Our deep deep NEED OF PRAYER in the conflict
of the service committed to us, the Spirit of God
alone can make our readers understand, and we
would especially thank those who write to us
to this effect. May they continue faithful to
the burden laid upon them for the sake of the
Church of God. Col. iv. 12 ; Ephes. vi. 18, 19,

Yeonie 9@,@- laayse.

THOU art my King, O God: Command Victories . . .
Through Thee will we push down our adversaries :

- Through Thy Name will we tread them under that rise
up against us.”'—Ps, xliv. 4, 5, R.V. m.
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Spiritual Service and Spiritual Warfare.
| By Evan Roberts. S '

Part 2—The Sphere of Spiritual Warfare

NE effect of the interpretation of certain
O experiences in connection with the
spiritual life is the revelation of the
powers of darkmess. Through this light con-
tinual warfare is made against them, which pro-
ceeds uncessingly, without being subject to
either time or season.

After the revelation which gave light that
cannot be darkened ; gave conviction that can-
not be shaken; made an impression on the
mind that cannot be effaced ; -created an under-
standing that cannot be confused ; and explained

"suffering and interpreted very bitter paths, it is
no wonder that the man perceives and knows
the great corruption of the powers of darkness.

With & naturs full of evil they give way to all

the possibilities of sin, and with the

The "z’"" full co-operation of their will, their
:,{;fn ; mind, theirspiritand theirstrength,

they go forward to perfect all evil,
with & desire burning with enmity, and unbend-
able determination and rageful working, being
themselves in an evil temper. Boiling with
jesalousy, bitterness and hatred, and without rever-
ing God or fearing man, they go forward in their
inereasing corruption, thinkingevil, planning evil,
giving way to all evil, and fully abandoned to evil.

It is no wonder, therefore, that there is so
much evil on the earth. No wonder, therefors,
that all the nations are under deception. All
$hese evil hosts, and all the power of these hosts
serve evil. They and their work are fully in
opposition to the kingdom of light; and their
prince walks to and fro in the earth to super-
intend the war against God and man.

Their kingdom is divided up into principalities,
and it has its order. If the Church of God were
o possess half the perseverance they manifest,
ber condition would be changed in & short time
into & better state.

Without ‘the least atom of merey the fallen
spirits attack men, without taking notice of sex,
age, or state, With the same unbreakable hard-
ness they attack the helpless babe as if he were
their chief enemy ; and neither can the love of
the mother, nor her life blood shelter her
beloved one from them, and their rage.

With man 1t is possible to reason, but with a
demon we cannot, because in him there is
nothing to appeal to.

This revealed knowledge of evil spirits is fully
able to strike dumb man’s bosast in his power,
be he Christian or unbeliever, for here it is
realized that neither physical power, nor intel-
lectual nor spiritual, can avail anything against

‘them.” To war victoriously over them there

must be & turning to God for Divine power, and
Divine authority alone will conquer them, and
drive them into silence. Therefore the saint
turns to God for everything, so as to have them
under foot.* ' . '

Although' believing and trembling,+ they go
forward in the face of Divine wrath, the coming
judgment, and the punishment that awaits them,
to fulfil their evil works with deférmination and
plan and perseverance.

In the warfare with them one learns by
experience the word of Jesus, Who said that the
devil was a * murderer from the. beginning,” for
they attack the life in order to take

The it away. In studying the history
o"fl“gf";h of the lives of the great men of

God it is seen how the devil sought
to do so with them. Not with a sword of steel
does he take away the life. He has his own way
of doing this. If the signs of the attacks on life
were read correctly it would be seen that Satan
had to do with & great number of them.

That the devil can take away life is seen
clearly from the story of Job, when he was
forbidden by God to touch the life of the
patriarch. For four thousand years before the
coming of the Christ he had been & murderer,
and he is to-day continuing to kill, ignoring the
command of God. The history of many a family
has been reddened with murderous blood, and
God alone knows how many times the voice of
blood has ascended to His ears against this
murderer. .

It cannot be said of the devil that he knows
not what he does, since he, without doubt, does
know that he acts urlawfully when

The he performs his evil work. He
th?nd:ofil sins with a full consciousness and

knowledge that his deeds are
ungodly, inhuman and diabolical. ¢ The devil
sinneth from the beginning,” but not enough his
own corruption, and his development in wicked-
ness, he must needs tempt others to follow
his trail, seeking to bear them to the depths of

awful and destroying corruption. He and his

*Rom. xvi. 20, . tJames ii 19,

" *Nor.—In response to request for an Fnglish rendering of the Welsh pamphlet * Guwasanaeth a Mihﬂﬁaeth Ysbrydol,”
M. Roberts gives this free tramslation. Part I. appeared in the November issue.
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host come openly and under cover, as wolves
in sheep’s clothing,’”’ or as an authorized angel
from heaven, seeking to net the saint and
endeavouring to meke him a * son of hell” It
is 5 dainty bit to him and his hosts to trip the
saint in his walk, and a vietory which rejoices
them when he falls because of the stumbling
blocks which they had placed in his way. They
stand against him daily, leaving their past and
future to take care of themselves, whilst they are
fully given to the present. The MoMENT for them ;
they load it; yea, they overload it with their evil
works; and whilst others purpose. they fulfil.
Day and night without break they go forward to
deceive and to tell lies in hypocrisy, and to take
upon them to be what they are nof ; counter-
feiting the Divine and the human ; netting the

 jgnorant with their wiles; watching their oppor-
tunity. to imsert into the mind a lie; and to
misinterpret the circumstance. They place a
lie to uphold & lie; they use the old and create
the new ; as they were they are, and with the
same determination and enthusiasm they haste
on their evil designs. '

All their numbers are united, and all their
intellectusal powers are concentrated on the side

of corruption. They are all moved
The by the same enthusiasm and
't’,’l‘f]-‘}o':f determination to fulfil their work,
) and to have the victory fully and
absolutely to themselves. ~They give the most
careful and minute attention to everything that
belongs to their kingdom, and take care also of
the details. They know the value of these small
things, and they practise this care to gather
together countless atoms that go to swell up the
amount of their gain.

They pile up fuel on their rage in their effort
40 wear out the saints of the Most High.

When it is realized that an evil kingdom,
innumerable in its subjects, is fully, and with its
all, against us throughout our whole life time,
then we realize the necessity of warring against
them daily. They interfere with the Church
and the world: for with a murderous enmity,
end every attitude of their mind fully in opposi-
tion, with all their strength and with all their
influence, they go about the Church to slay and
tempt, and to hinder her in her effort to over-
come evil. With an unyielding earnestness and
an untamable wrath they seek to corrupt man;
and in spite of the silence of their workings, the
unseen is full of their living corruption.

They sin wilfully, and they know not repent-
ance ; nor do they seek to depart from their
wickedness ; and it is great shame to them - to
bend to the will of God, and to be trodden of
Him under the feet of His saints.

They lose greatly by the warfare of the

“and

nations these principles
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regenerate, because through his renewed and
spiritual mind he perceives the signs of their
activities and their restlessness, and prays
against their work, and withstands them them-
selves in word and deed. Covered by the full
armour of God, he goes to war with a full
assurance of faith that they will be compelled to
leave the field in open shame.

They work as tor an excellent prize, and
almost indefatigably. The Christian warrior
knows that he must be equal 0 them, and with-
out neglecting an hour of warfare. In perceiv-
ing their corruption there is aroused in him a
desire to withstand them unmovably in the
faith ;* then, since all the hosts of heaven
and ite powers are promised to aid him,
so much need of warring, he will
practise himself to be sober and wastchful, resist-
ing the devil as he goes about seeking to devour.

The warrior will perceive the enmity, the

absolute enmity of the devil to-

The curse ward him and will desire upon the
or the serpent the fulfilment of the ver-
erpent.

dict of God. He will *amen”
His sentence upon it as he perceives that the
devil is cursed. He will watch lest he give place
tohim, and often has the experience of seeing God.
brusing Satan under his feet, as He did for the
young Church in Rome. :

Satan and his hosts of spirits bave need of
time, and one learns by bitter experience how
they gain if we fail to withstand, or take the
aggressive against them at the right moment.
The true Church of God should keep them con-
tinually losing. The one or the other must lose.
1 the Church realizes this, she will make & per-
petual warfare upon the kingdom of darkness.
She must remember the two great principles
relative o all warfare, which are the principle.
of defence and the principle of aggression. It
is the greatest folly to take the aggressive with-
out being able to defend. These principles are
clearly seen in the gpiritual warfare, as well as
in the nabural.. In studying the history of
are seen lying at the
root of their rise and fall. In the gpiritual war
it is not we who take the initiabive. Whether
we fight or not, the kingdom of darkness is fully
and actively against us. They attack withoub
doubt the world and the Church, seeking o
draw them into greater corruption, and to hinder
all good in them.

If it were realized how they fight against all
good the Church would go to God oftener,
praying more fervently for the binding of the
strong one, and in answer to these prayers woul
see the spoiling of his goods. :

But as it is, we have neither binding mor

#1 Pet. v. 8, 9.
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spoliation. On-every side there is an increase in
the mass of the devil’s spoil. Heaven asks and
expeots the Church to carry out this warfare on
the kingdom of darkness. If obedience were
given, then should be seen hosts of prisoners in
freedom, dancing with joy because they had lost
their shackles.

The world and the Church would be better for
this warfare. After seeing so much of the evil
of the kingdom it is impossible not topray against
it and withstend it.

In preparation for this warfare it is essential
to be fully abendoned in every
tittle ; just as the earthly warrior
sacrifices all when he goes to war,
and knows not when his life shall be
taken from him. God is to-day surely, although
quietly, calling for spiritual warriors, and when
we go info battle against the powers of darkness
they come with all their hosts against us.

There will be nothing vulnerable in us that

Preparation
for the
warfare.

' they will not direct their attack upon it. It is

wise to discover these places, and remove them
before we are wounded and fallen before fhe foe.
The price to the spiritual victorious warrior is
the leaving of every jot that God asks of him.
Liet the call be obeyed, without grumbling at the
cost, and without giving a * Nay” to a single
commandment, taking, through faith and through
understanding, all the armour of God; and follow-

ing the leader to the hottest place in the battle,

loving not the life even unto death.*

For success it is essential to have full harmony
between the life and will. Let not the message
have an affirmative reception in the will, and
then an unconscious rejection in the life ; for a
peainful antagonism is possible between the two,
and this unknown to the believer. He should
know the state of his life as well as of the will,
and thus save himself from innumerable troubles
and inconsistencies. :

In the heat of battle it will be good for the
spiritual warrior to possess a knowledge of
bimself. For through the leading in his spirit,
he will have very valuable consciousness of the
right weapon to use. It will facilitate his spiritual
warfare as he becomes skilled in the knowledge
of it, because the right weapon explains the nature
of the specific conflict. His eyes are open to
see how the powers of darkness seek to destroy,
and it appears to him that their motto is the
perfecting of evil and the absolute destruction of
good. Doubtless after any heavenly experience
the evil spirits will assuredly be ready to let go
an arrow into it, and oh, how they rejoice in

-driving back each forward movement of good,"
endeavouring to level the heights of God to their

own low valleys.
* Rev, xii. 11.

They come to us through strong and holy ties,
seeking to divert us.* How difficultit is to walk
& straight course! and how often we have to say
“ Satan hath hindered me!” for he will hinder us

by the failure of our co-workers in
é";’"’ the faith. How often is twisted
hinders the common duties of life by his
) interference | Although we our-
selves be victorious, his gain is enhanced if our
fellows fail to co-war with us. Often the saint
remains uneased until his co-members co-operate
with him, and partake of his burden.t Paul
exhorted the need of participation in the burden
of Christian work. One learns there is vital
unity in the Church, for when one member
suffers all the living members suffer also. - As
the Church bas need of teachers, so also there
is need for warriors to counteract the destroying
work of the devil. ]

‘The devil casts down, and the builder must
raise up. . He gives a lie, and the teacher gives
truth ; he entices, and the shepherd brings back
the straying and the stolen; he puts in bondage
without cause, and the warrior opens the door of
the prison. ‘ _

One proves the value of fury and hatred in this
warfare. Here one hates the enemy: from the
same well comes forth water both sweet and
bitter, for the love which flows toward God will
strengthen the hatred toward the devil. As one
weeps over sin one burns with fire} against the
bosts of evil. Incorrectly reading the causesof our
conflict there is aroused inus a fire of indignation§
by theirboldness and daring. He that hagsreceived
& Baptism of the Spirit knows how they force
themselves upon him unasked, and rudely. He
perceives their absolute foolishness in fheir
behaviour towards him, which appears as if it
were caused by an absence of reason and self-
control, and fashioned by evil in its perfec.ion.

As-the saint learns to love the good he also
learns to hate the evil. Thelove will fiow toward
God and the saints, and equal hatred towards
the principalities and powers of evil. By
contact with them he understands that the life
of the Christian is more than a walk, and that
it 48 @ warfare, and a wrestling,

If the Chureh realized how she is attacked by
these evil principalities, and how they are to their
uttermost against her, she would put on the gar-
ments of war, and would go to the battle. If she

. could see 80 much of the world and

The need of  the Church at their evil will, it

’""'t'zf ;‘i‘"“t would eause in her 8o much enmity

’ " towards them, as to choose nothing
less than full victory over them, in the face of
all cost. She would learn to hate them with all

* Actsxv.37.-89.  +Phil.1i.20. 12 Cor. xi 29,

§$ John xi. 88. R.V.ni.
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the intensity of & holy heart, arising out of &
clear perception of mind, and governed by @
spirit correct in its balance. Yes, hate them-
selves and their works as much as she hates sin ;
wrestling with them even unto blood* in order to
stand over them in full victory.
. The Church has more power than the powers
of darkness. Why-therefore should there be an
inorease in the mass of their spoil? and a
swelling up in the number of their victories ?
ANp WHY FLBETHE NoT THE DEVIL?t If the
Church understood the meaning and effect of
conflict with them, soon would the foe fall, and
as & consequence she would have a liberation of
spirit, for as she perceives that they are at the
back of so many of her varying experiences, she
learns to loosen her own spirit, and in succeeding
has great rest.

One great effort of evil spirits is to have from
mam his fullest co-operation, and to ensure this,
they endeavour through deception to-gain posses-
sion of him.  Then they govern ham according to
their will, without giving heed to his feelings ;
without reckoning with has will, without accepting
any refusal ; laughing at his resistance and com-
pelling him to fulfil their desires.

When the believer receives the Baptism of the
Spirit he becomes conscions that he has come

. into touch with a Divine Person,

TZ“ g"?‘_’*"’;’ of and that he must obey that Person.
tfm‘: o;'z.;e: It is here that the Powers of

' " Darkness begin to counterfeit to

- him the Divine, and the Person of the Holy
Spirit. Abandoning the leading in his spirit he
follows what he believes is far beyond reason ; that
is God’s voice directing him. When he loses guid-

ance in hisspirit, and drops his intellectual powers.

into passivity, soon will he be & prey to the foe.

Neither conversion nor regeneration, nor the
Baptism of the Spirit guarantees absolute pro-
tection from the deception of evil spirits; the
first is the judicial passing. over the line from
death to life ; the second is the beginning of life,
and the third the breaking of the spirit dawn.
Not one of these gives him the full light that will
meet all his need. He cannot but, because of
his human limitation, receive truth gradually
and consecutively as he is led into it by the
Spirit of Truth. _ ,

It is on his ignorance that the enemy builds
his castles. It was foretold by God through
Daniel that a “ horn ™ should make war with the
saints and overcome them, This is seen to-day
in the fulfilment of this prophecy among the
most matured saints in the Church. The evil is

in the spirit world, and it is & perilous time for.

the Church. The spiritual ones have heen bound
through the deception of the enemy.
* Bphes. vi.12; Rev. xii. 11. +Jamesiv, 7.
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There are in the Church the signs of a great.
tribulation, but possibly the multitude will not
perceive this, just as the multitude saw not the
crisis in the hour of the crucifixion of the Son of
God. : . .

With the waves of Revival that have come in
the last seven years, there came also perverting
spirits, deceiving those who had
received the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit. And although these be-
lievers received a spirit conscious-
ness, yet this is not sufficient to keep thiem from
the wiles of the enemy. There is need for
spiritual understanding. They were pressed back
in their spiritual life ; their service to God and
the Church was diminished, and their testimony
grew colder, with the danger of imitating in the
flesh what they did in the spirit, for they knew
not the way to walk after their spirit. ’

Now they must understand this, and what is
the wrestling against the foe, for without the
co-operation of their spirit they cannot be con-
scious of the attack made against them by the
enemy, and also know God’s mind as revealed
through’ their spirit. . :

The ground they reached through the Baptism
can be still regained. And more, for now when
delivered, and understanding more of the war-
fare, the life in their spirit will be kept going
forth ceaselessly in prayer and work, and they
themselves will experience in their lives what it
is to overcome, not only sin, but also Satan. '

The work of delivering the believers from the

grip of the doctrines of demons is
d'l;,"e work ;,’f neither light nor easy, because the

e ::gefl % man and the demon are one in the
doctrine, and it takes considerable
time to turn the man's will and mind to side
with the truth which will free him.

The deluge is already on the Church. I was
burdened with the need of delivering souls from
Satanic deception and possession, and that these
should stand fully victorious over all the powers
of darkness. Necessity was laid upon me to
give myself to prayer and to this warfare, to
hasten the deliverance of the saints from the
tyranny of the “ horn,” which is the deceiver.

But the dawn is bresking ; the sweet dawn of
the deliverance of hosts from the power of the
enemy, who having the light will be pillars in
the Church of God, and walls against the
enemy. :

As these delivered ones conform with truth,
and with the laws of the spirit life, it is possible
to. bave again a more powerful Revival than
those of late years, because the spiritual can
fight against the evil powers which hinder so
much the work of God. They would learn to
govern them by prayer and the authority of

Perverting
spirits during
Revival.

.
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Ghrist,'aﬁd from this would come more fruit in

the Church of God, and more victory in the
practical life of the believer.

One of the characteristics of the one undeceived
and dispossessed is the impossibility for him to
drop the warfare according to will, because it
comes and goes according to law. Because of
his experience he can carry it out successfully,
a8 he knows the things that the demons teach.
He knows that he speaks the truth, and that
the truth will conquer them. .

Great is the need for teachers, for those who
are able to lead the Church victoriously over evil
spirits. If any hear a voice calling him to this
war, let him ignore it not, because God is
speaking to-day, asking for instruments to carry
ous this spiritual warfare.

The BoUND ONES MUST BE SET FREE, for with-

: out them the Church will be naked

- The bound 4o fg0e the cold winds from the

‘z’;‘}r’;':;t abyss. A number of believers in
© 8 new world, fully ignorant of its
laws and dangers, is the great harvest time of
the powers of darkness. Unconsciously they
fell info the hands of thieves and were brought
to the caves of the -murderer. They were
entrapped because they could not discern
between the divine and the devilish, and dis-
criminate between the true and the false.
Until the reception of the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit they acted on the principle of good and
evil, but through the deceptions of the enemy
concerning obedience o the Person of the Spirit,
and His work, they fell into the spread net.
They must learn that there are giants here,
fully able to play with the novice,

In praying and seeking to deliver them, care

should be taken not to confuse appearances with
facts. The signs should be read correctly, for as
we take the aggressive against the kingdom of
darkness the sphere which we war over will be
better, although it appears to the contrary,
revealing the activity of the powers of darkness
in their desire to protect their goods.

Since they direct their attention to the whole
of our person, it is wise to watch it, lest we be
injured by their fierce and continued attacks, and
lest we lose through their wiles. But we can

never stand fully vistorious over

The need of them if there be not righteousness

 righteonsness in 3, “op o)y part of the life, notwith-

the warfare. standing the amount of effort this

will mean, the patience it demands, and the un-
flagging perseverance to practice it in the life,
and in all its details. =~ '

Too often the convictions of unrighteousness by
the Spirit are looked upon as anxiety, are
ignored, or are explained away in some way or
other, thus grieving the Holy Spirit and resisting

Him, Alas, too often his convictions are called
the interference of the devil. :

God is expected to speak to us through the
ocrises, and the great things of our life, but do we
hear Him in the little things? In smothering’
the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit the
movement forward in the spiritual life is arrested,
and if given heed to thers is a going forward in
the knowledge of sin. Alas! how many deeds
are performed without questioning their right-
ness. If we be blind to sin in ourselves, how
can we pray against it, and rebuke it in others ?

Bince also it is & war between spirit and spirit, -
there is need for divine strength in the spirit to
withstand the countless feelings that affect
it by the powers of darkness wrestling* with
it. TLet these not be misunderstood, setting
them down as the effects of circumstances or
the natural condition, for this would place us on
the wrong track.” For they wrestle with the
spirit to rob its peace and its joy; to lessen the
agreeableness of the person; to mar the quiet
beauty of his life ; to diminish the desirableness
of his fellowship ; to roughen the sweetness of
his sayings ; to poison his spirit with care and
anxiety ; to weigh him down with the difficult
problems of the world and life ; to harden his
spirit ; and they make an assault upon him to
narrow his love, to disturb his heaven-blest rest,
to hinder his ready abandon to the claims of-
God, and to faithful and absolute service to Him.

If the saint be ignorant of their wiles, how

can he be walchful with his

The use of  ghield ? If he lift it not toward the

s ,fx.j 4 dart, how can he protect himself ?-

. Unprotected by the shield the dart

with its flame enters his spirit. The Apostle did

not urge the Ephesians to take the shield for.

possession only, but to use it to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one.

Let us not dwell in self-deception, saying we
are absolutely safe from the attacks of the foe,
for.the regenerate must keep himselft lest he be
touched by evil, and from the attacks of the
devil. How often these darts place a strange
fire in the soul! "By a thought which is a flame
to the fallen nature, or through & desire which
was crossed without warning. i :

By ignoring these wrestlings, the saints will
often be in the depth of acute condemnation and
in darkness, unable to see the way out. If he
be not careful the deceiving spirits will' blame
him for what they-do, accusing him of théir own
evil work ! It will be a ‘mighty weapon in his.
hand if he gives them the portion of the blame dm*
to them. Praise and glory is given to whom it
is due, so also must blame be given to ifs owner.

+Ephes. vi.18. 11 Johti'v. 18. Cf. also Rev. ii. 10, ¢ Because
.thou hast kept . . I will keep. . .””
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Let him not forget to watch the heart, which
is deceitful above all things. Although he gives
no place to the powers of darkness, yet they can
transmit their mind to him, in whatever degree
of spiritual life he may be in, and at each stage of
his sanctification, as well as to have contact with
his spirit, which causes his spirit wrestling. By
his keeping careful watch over his mind, and
wrestling in spirit against them, the powers of
darkness are conquered to a considerable degree.

They know full well the danger to their king-
dom from this warfare, and seek to terrorize the
saints from the battle. They have not spent
6,000 years without knowing the weakmesses
and frailties of human nature. The ignor-
ance of the saint concerning the simplicity of
the working of the rebellious angels is a strong
element in the success of the confederscy of
: Saten, and also his ignorance that

_ Ignorance  knowledge is the great principle
gives ,:’:}:’:’“ fo of acceptance and rejection in the

spiritual life : not fear, but faith ;
and faith hes always & place for its foot.

‘We should not tarry with the accomplishment
of the service, nor with the victories of the war-
fare, to the extent of injuring the causing ; the
causing which brings results. It is profitable to
give these the needed time, gaining by the
service, and praising for the victories. There is
a place for accomplishments and desires, but let
ws not forget to cause, because our enemies
““ cause '’ daily ; sowing and reaping daily. As
the servants of Christ we must press on through
enemies and countless obstructions to fight the
battles that belong to His Kingdom, and to a
Jull PuLL vietory | The devil will not let go his
captives until he is compelled, and when his
prey is seen free it is a sure sign that he himself
has been conquered. In Daniel’'s time, the
angel was hindered for twenty-one days by the
prince of Persia, until he was helped by Michael
to transmit his message. How much more will
the powers of darkness withstand the binding
for a thousand years!! In the spirit warfare as
in the natural world there. is need for courage.
Liet neither fear nor cowardice come into the
camp, for it is the Lord's battle, and He will
deliver those who were made captives unjustly ;
yes, the prey of the mighty will .he take from
him, and the spoil of the strong will escape.

Let not Satan bind the spirits of the leaders
of the Church, but rather let them

. dL" {”e lift up their voice against the
izaf:’:,oﬁ: P powers of darkness! Let them

proclaim the victory of Christ over

them! Let them deliver the captives, and let
the evil spirits be subject to them !

One of the signs of the times to-day is that

God has gone forth to war against Satan and his

THE OVERCOMER.

angels, and thers ave signs of losing in the kingdom
of the devil. Through this warfare, which causes
them to lose, we see the possibility and the way
of the coming of the millennium.

But in the bringing in of it, God will not leave
the Church in idleness, whilst He and His
angels are going forth conquering and to con-
quer ; she must take her place and fulfil her part
wn the war. If we are not yet, dispensationally,
in the Armagaddon, the signs are very similar.
One of the signs of the coming of the Millennium
will be the undeceiving of the nations. Are
there not already signs of this in the firmament
of the changing life of the nations? Not only
oneness will come out of this undeceiving, there
will also be dividing, for the devil unites as well
as separates. Let us see to it, therefore, that
we pray for this, and make war upon the devil
and his angels in the religious and commerecial
world ; in the political and social, for he has his
strong and countless castles in these spheres.
Let us see to it that we welcome the light of
this sweet period of liberty from the deception
of the enemy.

Is there not a man to-day having the promise
of seeing the Millennium ?  Who will be able to
read its signs and co-operate with God in bring-
ing it in ?

Are there not signs of an awakening in the
national disturbances of to-day ? Who is at the
root of these upheavals ? Is it the * Finger of
God ?* Is there not a sound of the falling away
of shackles? and is not God already taking
away the spoil from the strong? -

The Binding of the Dragon.

I saw an angel ., . upon his arm he carried a great chain, Helaid
hold of the dragon—the ancient serpent—who is the Devil, and the
Adversary, .. and hurled him into the bottomless pit."—Rev. xx. 13,

Weymouth,
ATAN who bound up the nations
In irons, and dungeons of sin,
Bind him with strongest of fetters:
Let the Millennium begin.
Doss God want YOU lo pray in the Millennium ?

E.R.

T last! What rest there is in truth,
What crystal light we need to queach
The dark of hell. It needs a God |
Yea, God alone can touch the night
And leave a glorious day.
And so allay

The burning thirst of parched souls. E.R.

All false supernatural workings take place in the sense realm, instead of
the spirit, and are an exact counterfeit in the senses of what God does in
the spirit. .

Proof of *‘sense-manifestations’® being from deceiving spirits may
generally be found in the inner spirit being wrong alongside of ** manifesta-
tions.”” 1. Condemning spirit and judging spirit. 2. Spirit-vision dulled;
cannot see marks of God at work in other ways. 3. Absence of true spirit-
power (a) conviction of sin, (b) deliverance of souls, or salvation of souls.

The true working of the Holy Spirit is always accompanied by the inner
spirit (a) being Christ-like, (b) soberness of spirit-vision, (c) keenness of

. vigion, and (d) deep humility of heart ‘and meekness of spirit.

From **War on the Saints.
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“War on the Saints.”
Special Fund for Workers.

HE large number of applications in
T response to the notice in our last issue,
of a fund being opened for supplying the
text-book, “ War on the Saints,” to workers who
cannot afford to purchase it, has necessitated
very careful sifting, and shows the need of more
clearly explaining the class of * worker” eligible
for making application for a grant from the fund.

1. Those in desp personal need of deliverance from

the oppression of the enemy, both in life and service for
God

2.' Workers who are in contact, in their Churches,
Mission Halls, ete., with supernatural manifestations of

any kind which they are unable to deal with for lack of
knowledge.

8. Those who will make the fullest use of the book in
gathering other workers to study it with them.

Out of the large number of applications for a
copy of the book from the Fund, one-fourth only
have been granted, as fulfilling these conditions,
and one-third of the number classed &s ineligible™
" To meet the need of the remaining number of
applicants—amongst whom are meny ministers
—we have opened a “Loan List,” and & copy of
the book will be sent—on payment of postage—
to these for perusal for a stated period, with
permission to make a further application to the
Grant-Fund if the reader can then fulfil the
conditions required, and state his purpose to use
it for the instruction of other workers

Other applicants have sent donafions to the
Fund, asking if they can thus have a copy of the
book, and again others are arranging to obtain it
through a ‘“‘centre” worker receiving instal-
ments towards its cost. _

‘We mention these various ways of obtaining
& copy, that our readers may co-operate with us
in getting it into the hands of those who really
NEED IT for spiritual equipment, and that none
may draw upon the Fund who are able to obtain
it in other ways.:

The following extracts from letters will show
the class of worker we desire to help.

A City Missionary writes :—

I have long been suffering in the strangest way.
Seasons of absolute blackness and almost despair. . . .
I have nearly always had to suffer in some form or other
after lecturing on the second coming of Christ. Some-
times physical, sometimes mental depression, or perse-
cution through those who above all others it should be
least expected—some fellow-workers. I went to the
Congregational Church at Keswick in July (1312). On
coming out, & copy of the Overcomer was put in my hand,

and seeing s piece by Mr. Evan Roberts, I was led to
read it. -

To say the leas, I was simply startled (see p. 98,
July No.). My first fear was lest Mr. Roberts was being

« Will those who receive no reply to their application kindly
note that they are among this number.
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drawn into & side issue, soas to divert him from being the
centre of, perhaps. another mighty Revival somewhere.
I then read the whole paper right through, and became
truly impressed. Then I went to the bookstall and
bought a copy of ** Warfare with Satan.”” I was more
profoundly impressed. I then ordered all the back
numbers of the Overcomer for this year. I can quite see
that, a8 we are now in the very last days, the devil must
be increasingly active. So I have commenced fo read
my New Testament afresh on the subject. I am asking,
To what extent and in what way does Satan interfere in
human affairs? To what extent is human nature—
regenerate and unregenerste—in his power? Can he be
most surely detected and defeated ? To what extent is
men responsible in the matter? Is he only a chanunel ?
Would man go wrong by reason of his own natural
depravity without any tempter to suggest wrong doing?
Is man responsible to resist and overcome the great arch-
enemy? What was Christ’s experience during His
earthly ministry ?

Asking all these questions of the New Testament has
made it & doubly interesting Book, and it is being read
with even greater zest. When I saw you were about fo
publish * War on the Saints,”” I began to lock forward to
its publication. I see you are opening & fund to
supply workers in my position, gratuitously, and I am
venturing to suggest my name, when you have one to
spsre. 1t would soon bs in my private lending library,
and passed round to Christian workers, who would not be
able to see it any other way, and soit would find a useful
sphere. Ihave charge of a Mission Hall in associaticn
with & City Mission.

I cannot tell you how much God has blessed the reading
of the Overcomer to my soul. I have been led out of
gloom into quite another sphere. It has been God's
answer to my long prayed prayer, ‘‘ Lord, undertake for:
me.” Iam now lending copies to others. . . .

A Scripture reader writes :—

«“God has been graciously leading out & little band of
His own here for the last two years or so, into & measure.
of light, and prayer waifare. We need the book very:
keenly at this time. There are ten or twelve men and
women—those who indeed have received a Baptism of

. the Holy Ghost—who are desirous of knowing more

clearly how to go forth in aggressive warfare, how to.
watch and discern the subtle workings of the enemy.
These have expressed the desire that we might meet
together regularly, and study prayerfully God's message.
to us and His whole church in your book.

I am a Scripture Reader myself, in charge of a Mission
Hall and district., I may add God's rich blessing rests.
continually month by munth on the Overcomer. *

At the time the November ‘* Overcomer™ was in the
Press with the notice of the opening of the Fund, a letter-
reached us containing the following words :—

*¢On every side the Church is being attacked by many
strange and subtle forces of evil, and busy workers every-.
where are perplexed with the new and unaccountable.
devices of the enemy. Surely God Himself hes provided
this remarkable weapon for His Church and Xingdom
needs, and its circulation is incumbent upon all who.
realize its value and can help to spread it broadeast.

May 1 suggest that a donation list should be opened in
the Overcomer for its being given to workers who cannot
obtain it, and for this object I shall be glad to forward.
you a cheque. .. . .”

Donations to the Special Fund, and further applications for a
copy of the book by workers eligible for a grant may be addressed.
to Secretary, cfo ** Overcomer™' Office, Toller Road, Leicester.
g~ Pray that no miser’s money may bs sent to this fund,
which must have clean money for a clean Work.

Evan Roberts.
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To readers of “War on the Sdints.”

The following letter is being sent out with every copy of
2he book in conmection with the Fund. We give it here as

. being useful to other readers.

We desire to point out to you some principles
essential for the snccessful use of the book
“War on the Saints,” to obtain the greatest
results for the Kingdom of God.

I sreEwarpsErP: Reulize that the book is
& trust, which you are responsible to God
for fulfilling as a good steward, seizing every
occasion for using it. Pray that God may
lead you into all His will concerning it. _

II. persoNAL READING: The truth in the
book was gained tnrough deep suffering; it was

"written in thie face of intense opposition from the

powers of darkness; the devil will oppose your
reading of it. If he succeeds, the object of the
issue of the book will be frustrated in your own
case and sphere, and the Church of God lose
some co-operation in the warfare she is engaged
in. Remember that as the devil requires lies in
the mind for the defence of his kingdom, so God
needs truth in the mind for His working.
Therefore, read so as to understand what you
read ; realize and recognize the opposition of the
enemy, and be on the alert to turn into prayer

all that you read.

III. usE or THE TRUTH: Your use of the
book for the enlightenment of others will also
be contended by the powers of darkness. You
therefore need to use all the weapons, Divine
and human, unecessary for defeating their en-
-deavour to frustrate the fulfilment of the steward-

- ship entrusted to you. :

-1V. PpraYER: Especially should prayer pre-

~oede all endeavours to transmit the truth to

-others ; as equal, and possibly greater opposition
will be experienced than in reading for yourself.

V. OPPOSITION OF THE ENEMY; As no usage
-of the book can be carried out without direct and
indirect onslaughts from the enemy, you should
(a) use against them a.ll-preva.iling. prayer;
(b) litt boly bands against them in vietory for
the special need or particular person concerned ;
(c) use the authority of Christ against ‘them,
commanding them to be silent, or to. depart, or
not to interfere; (d) and when their resistance
is great and almost unbearable, call upon God to
rebuke Satan.

Because the powers of darkness will scheme
to hinder knowledge being obtained which gives

“victory over them, we would briefly say :—

1.—Beware of disinclination to read the book,

" .and of falling an easy prey to criticism of the
“truth by others.

Beware of ‘ pressing claims ** which will give
'you no time to read, and no time for meditation
fo grasp the truth. Truths which are absolutely

necessary to bring you into freedom and victory.

Beware of forgetting the truths you read, and
dropping the truth you apprehend ; for any for-
getfulness of the foe ends in victory for him.
His wiles are in operation against you, whether
or not they are seen and felt by you.

2.—Then in prayer: Ask God to make you
unbiassed toward the truth contained in the book.

Ask God to reveal His mind to you about the
truth in the book. - .

Ask God to meke you spiritual enough to
understand it.

Liastly, we hope in sending the book to you,
that you will gather a small circle of believers
for prayerful study of it, and especially those who
desire light upon the aggressive warfure against
the powers of darkness. From this circle you
may send in questions to the Overcomer on the
points that are not clear, that is, when such
questions are not already dealt with fully in the
book itself; for there is yet much more to be
said on the subject than has been written.

The 0BIERCTIVE 18 Nor THAT GOD'S PEOPLE
SHOULD BE BPEAEING OF THE DEVIL A8 A
CONTINUAL THEME, but that they should so
understand about him that he is thereby ren-
dered powerless in his wiles against the Church,
and the believer enabled to become s powerful
factor in the life of the Church.

" Remember that half-knowledge is dangerous.
A little knowledge of the devil makes us tremble
before him, but with a full knowledge of truth
the believer can, by his God, overcome him, and
walk fearlessly, daily depending upon God to
cause him to triumph in Christ over the foe.

Your fellow servants and soldiers in the war
against sin and Satan. ' :

THE WRITERS OF THE BOOK.

HE Millennial Appearing of the Glorified Christ
means to Satan and his hierarchy of powers, the
triumph of his erstwhile victims, and their ascension

to the place of judgment where in reigning with their Lord,
they will ‘ judge angels" (1 Cor. vi. 2, 3). It means to
the fallen archangel the deepest cup of humiliation he has
yet had todrink, when redsemed man, who was for a little
while made lower than the angels (Heb. ii. 5}, and cast
down by his fall to the very level of the beast, is lifted up
above the high position which Satan once occupied asa
great archangel of God : lifted up to ons nature, and one
life and, position with the Son of God, as an heir of Gad,
and joint-heir with Christ (Rom. viii. 17 ; Heb. ii. 11-18);
Uifted up with the Redeeming Lord, far above all princi-
pality and power and svery name that is named in heaven
or on earth, or below the earth ; lified up to the very side
of the Triumphant Lord, to the place of judgment of the
Joe. For Satan, there awaits the abyss—the bottomless
pit—the lake of fire.  For his victims—ithe sharing of the
throne of the Son of God, above the angels and archangels
of God.—From * War on the Saints.”
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The School of Prayer
and The Lord's Waich.

s It is nio worldly warfare that we are waging. The weapons - with
whick we fight are not human weapons, but are mighty for God in
overihrowing strong fortresses. . ."'—2 Cor. x. 3, 4, Weymouth,

. UFFICIENT unto the day is the evil thereof!”
Yesterday’s manna is not used to-day ; yesterday’s
sunshine is not good for to-day. There must be

& definite undertaking with God every day. All of us

have idle thoughts and non-productive thoughts. If we

have control of the mind, we should never have unpro-
ductive thoughts. This is a matter of practice; there is
no royal road to it. Will you PRAY AS YOU ARE THINKING |

‘TURN EVERY THOUGHT INTO PRAYER. JCc.w.

To the Lords praying ones.

‘T'o obtain the co-operation in prayer of the Prayer Force among
our readers, is the purpose of the following petitions, which we give,
relying upon the Spirit of God to unite in prayer the intercessors who
read these pages.

WILL YOU PRAY?P

That all who need ‘* War on the Saints”
‘may be enabled to have it.

PRAY that all Satanic workings and
supernatural “ texts” and “ messages”
intervening and hindering its being read
and understood, may be destroyed.

PRAY that the Book may accomplish
its misson to the Church of Christ.

PRAY that every reader may read it in
prayer. .
EVAN ROBERTS.

Prayer for the whole Church of Chriat.

That believers may so understand the warfare and the way of
victory that they become a solid phalanx against the powers of
darkness. .

The Opium Traffic.
. The Opium Trade is the cause of a critical state of things in China
just now, and gx;aier needs to be offered that wisdom may be given
to the rulers both of China and our own country that peaceable
relations may be maintained.~—Nosl Broomhall,

Prayer for the following Conference
The ** Clinic” Conference in London, January 1 and 2. For
clear knowledge of the mind of the Lord concerning it.

Special Requests.

For the issue of * Le Vainqueur " in French speaking countries on
-the Continent, and for Mr. Johnson in the work connected with its
issue. Pray Ephes, vi. 19, for him.

For clear guidance to and divine eqsulpment for a worker in
-Germany translating * War on the Saints" into the German
‘language. ’

For God to open the way and bring to full fruition the desire of a
servant of God in Canada, to facilitate the issuing of the Overcomer
‘in the Armenian language.

For the issue of the Overcomer literature in the dialects of India, as
1aid upon a servant of Christ now returning to India.

That God will bring to full fruition a desire to have the ** Warfare
with Satan and the Way of Victory” translated into Spanish for use
‘in S. America—E.T.S.

For the translation of the * Warfare with Satan and the Way of
Victory* into the 17 languages of British Africa, and its use asa
Text Book in a training home for native Christians of the tribes
speaking these languages.—I1.B,

That someone who knows the deep darkness of the villages of
England will donate some charts on the Word of the Cross for our
‘Village Campaign in Cambridgesbire.—F.S.J.

That the Lord will raise up earnest men and women to work among

he Spanish blind.—H.T.

The Editor's Chair.
Answers to Correspondents.

C.0. Thank you for the printed extract you send.
Yes, in the physical frame the healthy blocd is the
resisting power to external malevolent germs,
but if the pbysical body, handed over to God to
keep healthy, is not attended to by the man in
accordance with the laws of the body, the handing of it
over to God will not be sufficient for its health. In
brief, God will keep healthy spirit, soul, and body, oNLY
IF THE MAN OBEYS THE LAWS FOR HiS DOING s0. The
resisting power of Christ’s life in us, against the forces of
darkness demands active use of every faculty of the cuter
man, in co-operation with the Spirit of God.

E.R. Alas, you have indeed suffered from the working
of the Adversary as a murderer. There is no defined
“teaching" to deal with the case of a man slowly
declining in mental grip, who ends in taking his life,
beyond the knowledge of gospel principles we already
possess, i.e., That the Judge of all the earth will do right
in the day of judgment, knowing more than we now
know as to how far he will be reckoned responsible, or
dealt with as a victom of Satanic power. Here, as in much
else, faith in God will rest assured that we shall be per-
fectly satisfied in that day with the wisdom and love
which will govern His judgment. You say the one you
refer to was a believer, so your *“ hope'’ is met by 1 Thes,
4-13, 14 even as others.

H.C. Yes, the * man-child " is said to be caught up
to God just before the ** great tribulation,” but Rom. 8,
17, with verses 35 to 39 show that suffering with Christ
is preparation for sharing His Throne. The suffering
the Church will experience to make her as fine gold for
the glory, will be small in comparison to what the suffer-
ing will be when no *saint™ will be left on the earth,
and the Holy Spirit will have been withdrawn. The
condition of things at present faintly foreshadow what
those days will be.

E.B. You say that literature is being sent you con-
cerning supernatural manifestations about which you
have a ‘‘doubt,” and although you are uneasy about
this literature, your * curiosity” leads you to wish to

‘have it, as you “like to know what is going on in the

world 1" The spirit of ¢ curiosity " is certainly not the
condition of mind in which God can guard yon from
Satanic power, because it is part of the fallen Adamic
nature which gives the devil his ground to work upon.
The matter is too solemn to trifle with out of ** curiosity."
Do God’'s children not yet understand that any wrong
motive checks the working of the Holy Spirit, and opens
the door to deceiving spirits? Supernatural forces. are
not to be trified with. The pure Spirit of God will not
co-work with what the Cross of Christ has condemned.
Again : directly you begin to test the ** supernatural” by
the kind and class of peoplein whom it may be manifested,
whether ¢‘simple,’” **holy,"” or saintly, you are making
the characteristics of the persons the standard or test,
and not the principles of God's word (1 Johnm, iv. 2, 3).
Finally, in these days of subtle attacks upon the Deity of
our Lord Jesus Christ, beware of much talking of
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‘¢ Jesus” without His title of “Lord.”” For ‘' He is
Lord of lords, very God of very God . .." and we will
not join with the hosts of hell in their subtle work to-day
in those who are in the apostacy from the faith of the
Gospel, by also calling Him * Jesus " without His title of
“Lord.” (See John xiii. 13.) ’

H.S.S. I am deeply interested in your suggestion that
the lord’s praying ones are needing teaching now to
express their prayers to meet the present need. You say
¢It is not easy to find words to express the needful
prayer '’ and speak of the value and help of the ** Christian
‘Warriors' Prayer " as prepared by Mr. Evan Roberts in
the words of Ephés. vi. This same thought of the
difficulty of finding words to pray on the need, has
suggested the prayers in the Lord's Watch column. The
danger is always the possibility of becoming mechanical.
But your letter helps to throw light on the need, and we
will seek wisdom for meeting it. '

S.]J.S. You ask whether ¢ The Plan of the Ages' by
Russell is true to the Word of God? It is too hugea

subject to deal with fully, but those who have thoronghly -

studied it point out that it is seriously contrary to God’s
Word in vital and fundamental truths. It is therefore
safest not to tamper with it but to keep to what you know
to be pure and true. ‘* Spiritnalism” is, without any
qualification, wholly and solely from the powers of

darkness.

Norte.—We have large numbers ot letters which give opportunity
for dealing with practical questions as above. We hope to give
more space to replies to these letters in the Overcomer in 1913; as
well as to a number of questions still waiting attention.

Commaunications a.cknowledge::l from: A, B. de R.; A.B.J-

India); J.C.; T.8.D.; F.K.; A.D'O.; AM.T, (U.8.A.); E.F.G.;
Mrs. K.C.; A.H.C.; C.H.F.; AW.; A A, (Indis); R.P.M.; J.B.}
FJ.; N.B.; M.P.; D.M.P.; 8.L.; W.B.; C.8.M.; EM.; F.BJ.;
J.E.L.; K.M.F.; RH.R.; HT.; 8J.8.; A.H.; J.H. (S8pain);
W.A.D.; M.M.F.; F.W, (Croydon); M.G. (Tiondon); J.T.C.;
M.B. (Chine); B.F. (U.8.A.); A.AK,; J8.L.; MW.; E.L.B.;
M.L. (Oa.nterbn?); A.H.R. (Canada); Mrs. JW.W.; EM.B.;
C.M.W.; F.R. (New Zesland); M.M.; C.E.M.; B.AP.; *“Hun-
gering One.”

P~ Letters requiring a personal answer should—when convenient—have
t d lop losed for reply. Will correspondents please say if a

i is ly required, otherwise the Editor will understand
that acknowledgment through the Overcomer is sufficient.

The Word of Testimonsy.

CANNOT tell you what a blessing it (The Overcomer) has
I been t0 me in my work, very specially has God

opened my eyes through reading its pages, to the fact
that the Devil 4s a conquered foe, and there is now
victory. One article has been such & blessing: ** Over-
coming the Acouser '—and I have proved since that he
can be overcome.

As you say in the May number, it has been at times as
if a block was in the way, and no praying has touched it.
I recognised, and do, the Devil, and have just said,
* Satan, in the Name of Jesus, go!’’ and oh, how truly
the Name of Jesus bas conquered.

I have thanked the Liord many times for the messages
brought, just at the time when the conflict has been
hottest. The Lord hes been pressing it on me again
that there must be more time for prayer, and I have not
known how to conquer when the devil hindered. I thank
God for fresh light through the Overcomer. Also, very
specially, ‘an article on ‘‘Resist’ in the November
number, 1911, was used by God.—A4 Missionary.

“Prove . . hold fast . . .”

1 Thess. v. 21,

¢ Le Vainqueur. (‘I"he **Overcomer.”’)

An 8-page paper Issued monthly. consisting entirely of
articles from the '‘Cvercomer,” translated into French.
Edited and lssued by Pastor H..Johnson, 51 Rue Chanzy,
Asnieres, Seine, France.

The small list of subscribers is. increasing, but the
larger part of each edition is sent out free to pastors and
workers of French-speaking countries on the Continent.
Readers of the Overcomsr who value its messages and
desire to share in this aggressive service for the Lord’s
people in France may send their gifts for the free distri-
bution of Le Vaingueur to the Corresponding Secretaries:

Miss MARSH, L.8.W. Bank, Highgate, London, N.
Miss COPE, 36 Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield.

Received for Mr. Johnson's work in France.
From October 10th to November 10th, 1912.
Fer Miss Cops—{41) £3." Total £2.

Current Notes.

Miss Cope has just returned from a visit to Paris,
where she went for the purpose of seeing Pastor John-
son’s work so as to obtain a first-hand grasp of the need
both in service and prayer. She writes :—

“ The Lord is undoubtedly working among the French
people here, and they are keen to go on with God. 1
have been enabled to help a little with the correspon-
dence, and Le Vaingueur. . . . 1 am convinced that the
paper is meeting a very real need, judging from numbers
of letters written to Mr. Johnson, expressing deep thank-

. fulness to God for such a paper, and for the light

throughit. . . .
The November number of Le Vainguewy contains:
¢« Translated out of the Power of Darkness ' ; ‘* Prayer

Focussed and Fighting,” by G. H. Lang; ¢ The Cruci-
fixion of the World,” by Dr. Andrew Murray; A Talk
with Evan Roberts on Revival.

P ' Le Vaingueur > may be. obtained from the ** Over-
comer ' Office, Leicester.

At the close of the Year.
A Wovd to '* F.D.”” Donovrs.

Miss Waters, late Corresponding Secretary for France,
on her departure for New York, handed to the office of the

‘Overcomer her ' Missionary List'’ of F.D. recipients of

the paper containing 50 names of missionaries to whom
she sent the Overcomer month by month. This list is now
without a donor, and the Missionaries will be without
the paper in 1913, unless some other servant of God
undertakes to meet the need.

Is this a call to you?

Items concerning the * Overcomer” literature.

¢ The Conquest of Canaan,’’ translated into the
German language, is now appearing in a periodical in
Germany, and will shortly be issned in book form,

The leaflet by Mr. Evan Roberts on '* Reckon ' is to
be published in a Braille magazine for the blind, as well
as other items from the Ouversomer.

Three separate requests have been received from
Germany asking permission to translate ' War on the
Saints "’ into German.

A worker in America has a concern that the ** Warfare
with Satan and the Way of Victory '’ should be issuedin
Spanish for use in S. America, and steps are being taken

" to bring this about.

2 Thes. tii. 1.





