




































































































































































































































































































144 THE OVERCOMER. 

Believers may reJO1ce in the fact that they 
have spirit burdens,-but more so that they are 
able to relieve themselves of such by conformity 
with Divine law. But many believers remain 
unrelieved in· spirit because they a.re afraid to 
pray against the powers of darkness, for fear · 
that it would bring down upon them the assaults 
of the enemy. There is no Scriptural guarantee 
for such a belief. The PROPER USE OF DIVINE 
WEAPONS WILL DEMONSTRATE THAT THERE IS NO 
REAL GROUND FOR THIS FEAR. Both Scripture and 
experience are against such a doctrine. It has its 
source in this: When natural weapons a.lone a.re 
used against the enemy the consequences a.re 
always disastrous to those exercising them. 
This was the case with the sons of Sceva. Those 
who enter into battle against the devil should 
always realise that no human weapon can over­
come the evil supernatural. The distinction 
between the use of the natural and the Divine 
weapons should never be forgotten. SHALL THE 
DIVINE WEAPONS REMAIN UNUSED BECAUSE THE 
NATURAL WEAPONS FAIL TO BRING VICTORY? 

It is quite true that those who war upon the 
enemy will be given a. fierce battle by him, but 
there a.re Divine weapons by which the believer 
can meet every assault. Then why fear to pray 
against the foe ? 

Declare " death " to all the interferences of 
evil spirits with your prayer-life, whether these 
be direct or through circumstances. 

There is a Divine and a human side to prayer, 
and both of these should be understood. 

The whole Church needs to have a. conviction 
that PRAYER IS WORK-hard work, and profitable 
work: a.. work which the enemy resists as well 
as tha.t of preaching. · 

Let there be among God's servants a giving 
of themselves CONTINUALLY to prayer;· and a 
labouring in prayer, at all times, and with ALL 
PERSEVERANCE. . 

At the present time God is urging the Church 
to take up the warfare against the powers of 
darkness, but there will come a time when this 
warfare will have ceased. For between a. Church 
on earth and a foe- in the abyss there can be no 
battle. May this warfare come to a. speedy end. 

May a.ll the conditions be complied with for 
the incarceration of the foe. 

May those who a.re in the battle with the 
enemy see it to be a Divine privilege to fight 
against the foe as having an ultimate in bringing 
about the Millennium. 

May they also perceive that as a. result of 
their wrestling and fighting* the Church and the 
world will have rest from the Devil for a, 

thous!!,nd yea.rs, and that those who will experi­
ence this great release will look b~ck in thank-

• ,.e., by :prayBT~ (Of. Rev. viii. 8-5) 

fulness to God for those who -carried out the 
war on Sa.tan and on his evil spirits: 

The powers of darkness will not be cast into , 
the abyss until everything· in connection with 
this has been prayed over. 

To (he Lora :r Praying Ones. 
.A.s tlu! thoughts e:cprusea here were tlu! outcome of a 

time of prayer, others should fond, them Juel to tlu! ftr.e 
~blmg them to give tlu!mselves to prayer for present 
need,. 

In addition to the above, prayer is asked for the 

Porthcawl Convention, Sept. 1-4, 
Eccleston Hall, London, Meetings 

(To be reawaed (D.V.) on October 2nd). 
Tha.t for a.11 the meetings there may be perfect con­

formity to God's plan and pattern and that there iµay 
be a perfect transmission of Truth. 
• And that the congregations and meBBengers may be 
fully prepared of God. 

The School of Prayer and the Loras Watch. 
All correspondence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams, 

c/• Ooercomer Office, Toller Road. Leicester. 

"Le Vainqueur." (The ··ooercomer.") 

An 8·1>a11e paper lseued monthly, .consisting entirely of 
articles from the "Overcomer," translated Into French. 
Edited and Issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 51 Rue Chanzy, 
Aenleres, Seine, France. 

The next list of receipts for the free distribution of 
Le Vainqueur among Ministers and Christian workers in 
France and other parts of the Continent, and for Mr. 
Johnson's work in France, will appear in the October 
Overcomer. 

Those who desire to share in sending the truths of the 
Overcomer to the French-speaking people should send 
their gifts to the Corresponding Secretaries :-

.Mrs. RADFORD THOMSON, Elrene, West Hill, Putney, S.W, _ 
lllllaa COPE, 88 Rectory Road, Button Cold1leld. 

Answers to Correspondents. 
Communioatious aoknowledged with thanks from P.J.B. (Brazil), W.H., M.B., H.E.J., P.H,._F.E.C., K.M.F., Sister E., 

R.L.B., S.G.P., B.T.B., F.E.O., J.E . .u., L.M.O., 8.0., B. McL.P., 
W.S.M., C.G., 0.0.J., J.B., C.E.P., ,A.H.R., P.F., Mrs. S.S.R,, 
K.H. (Ohina.J, S.P.H., J.P., K.E.S., M.Q.L. O.J., E.O.L., Dr. B.C., 
D.T., N.G.D., Sister :M., :U:.H.C., Mrs. JS.M.Ma. A.D'O, W.J.B., 
L.E.G., H.B. (India), F.M.B., W.B. (wrilitenatA.eswick), M.M.O. (U.S.A.), J.B. (China.). 

,_- Will correspondents please write on one side of · paper 
only, and in clear and black handwriting, Letters requiring a 
personal answer sliould-when convenien~ve atam)'ed envelope 
for reply, and a request to that effect, otherwise the Editor will 
understand that acknowledgment through the Ooercomer is 
aufficient. 

The Rev. M. N. Popoff, writing from the Mission Field 
a.t Ulitzer, Patriarch Eftimi 77, So:fia., Bulgaria., on 
June 17th, says:-

For a number of yea.rs I have received the O,,ercomsr. 
I wish now through your columns to express my thanks 
to the sender. 

NOTE, 
Any wiskmg to pass on tlu!ir C<>'P1J of tlu! " O,,ercomt/1' " 

to Missionaries may ka.ve names and a,<1,<l,r8S888 on applica­
tion to the " Ouercomer" Ojfice. 
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FIDEi COTICULA CRUX. 

(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.) 
No. 58. OCTOBER, 1918. 

"Not by might, nor by 
but by My Spirit . • 

power, 
I" 
• Zech. io. 6 . 

"NOT by might, nor by power, but by My 
Spirit," said the Lord of Hosts to the 
prophet Zechariah, as he asked for the 

interpretation of the vision of the golden candle­
stick with the living olive trees on either side­
olive trees from which men had not to dr(JIUJ the 
oil, but which poured forth the oil "out of them­
selves " (see Zech. iv. 12) into the candlestick as 
a perpetual supply for perpetual light. 

" What are these ? " said Zechariah. Who · 
ever hea.rd of olive trees emptying golden oil 
into the lamps of a candlestick for perpetual 
light-giving power? The message is clearly 
explained to Zechariah. It is a type of the 
Holy Spirit working through living witnesses 
(" Olive trees"*), in a perpetual stream of silent, 
never-failing power to the Church-the candle­
stick-so that she may maintain to the close of 
the age her witness of light in a dark, dark 
world ; and so accomplish by the hidden supply 
of oil-the Spirit of Truth-what the might and 
power of men could not do. 

It is just twelve months since, on October 3rd, 
after the conflict !Jind toil of years, the first bound 
volume of "War on the Saints" saw the light. 
Not by might, nor by power, but by the deep 
unfailing stream of the Divine Spirit at the back 
of the TESTIMONY of the book, has it been sus­
tained and carried forth in its first year's witness 
for God against the principalities and powers of 
hell, giving light to the victims of the deceiving 
spirits of Sa.tan, and loosening their bonds. 

It is therefore with deep gratitude to God that 
we see the close of the first year's ministry of 
the book, and feel that a brief :retrospect of the 
work God has done through it should be given 
to our Overcomer readers, who have, in (nearly) 
five years fellowship through the pages of our 
monthly issues, become not merely "readers " 
but fellow-soldiers-welded by the Spirit of God 
with us into the solid phalanx of a spiritual army, 
advancing against the spirit-foes who contest the 
development of the Body of Christ into full 

• Trees with ma.ny bra.nches making up a. host of living 
witnesses and channels for the " oil" of God. 

growth and preparation for the Coming of the 
Lord. 

At this stage of the history of "War on the 
Saints" the time has come when a little may be 
said concerning its genesis, and the work-of the 
collaborators. Some have thought that the 
" truth " a.nd the matter originated with your 
Editor, a.nd that the part of Mr. Evan Roberts 
was his " assistance." Others that the entire 
matter ca.me from Mr. Roberts, and that the 
Editor was but the "pen " or amanuensis. But 
the fact is, that it was truly a "collaboration," 
i.e., each of the collaborators independently led 
and taught by the Spirit of God, and then com­
bining to give forth the light each had gained 
from God, and by experience. The ~xperiences 
of both were needed to make the writing of the 
book possible, and we cannot but marvel at the •. 
pre-vision and wisdom of God, in working for 
many yea.rs toward bringing about this colla­
boration in spirit and mind, for the giving forth 
of these truths to the Uhurch in her perilous 
hour of need. 

In brief, " War on the Saints " from beginning 
to end, in every sentence and statement, is a 
RECORD OF FACTS from life, carefully noted, 
analysed, tested, proved, and written with pains- • 
taking patience and· prayer. It is no mere 
"study ·• of the subject, but a collection of 
prO'Vings, as a scientist exhaustively notes every 
laboratory experiment in his hands. It is a. 
combination of the spiritual knowledge of those 
in collaboration, comparing, noting, writing 
their own experiences, and the ea;periences of 
ot'hers with whom they had come in contact, as a 
vade mecum £or the Church of God passing 
through the conflict and dangers of the " la.st 
hour" of her sojourn on earth, during which 
time the Dragon (Rev. xii.) would fiercely contest 
her translation to the throne. 

It needs, therefore, to be emphasized that 
since the book was written from the /acts of life, 
as a physician writes his cases, it opens only to 
NEED, i.e., when a reader is experiencing a, 

' 
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specific phase of life dealt wi¥h in the book,* it 
is clearly understood by him ; and, vice versa, 
to the one who has NO DEEP SENSE OF NEED it is 
closed, as well as to those who know nothing of 
the supernatural sphere. 

To the praise of our God we record a reception 
of the book which only He could have prepared 
in view of the natural antipathy to its theme. 
But having been written from the FAOTS OF LIFE, 

the collaborators were assured that the truth 
would be welcomed by those seeking light from 
God upon the facts of life within their horizon. 
A book written for NEED could not but be 
welcomed by any who knew their NEED. 

We thankfully record, also, that large numbers 
of testimonies have reached us bearing witness 
to the real liberation of many believer;:; in sore 
bondage to the foe, as they have prayerfully put 
into practice the truths set forth in its pages. 
Deliverance from bondage in many aspects of 
life in relation to health, financial trouble, 
depression -of mind, and countless other ways, 
behind which the spirits of evil work to hinder, 
and injure the children of God. New hope, new 
victory, new freedom, and a new outlook on 
prayer, are but a few of the blessings its readers 
have found, and we rejoice exceedingly at the 
great harvest which lihe truths given have 
brought to our Saviour and Lord; not only from 
among the "rank and file" of the members of 
the Body 'of Christ, but from those who are 
leaders and teachers of His people. · 

From among these we select the following 
letter as containing the words of a teacher of the 

· things of God-a minister of the Gospel, and a 
writer taught in the Scriptures-received just 
as we go to Press. 

••I have seen enough of • War on the Saints• to deeply 
apprecia.te it, and to lea.rn that it is a.n able and compre­
hensive exposition of the awful subject it deals with. 
Although I was not a.ltogether a stranger in that realm 
of darkness, I thank.fully aoknowledge to you my in­
debtedness and gratitude on my own behalf, and on that 
of many tried and tested and tempted ones in the Body 
of Christ, who have been blessed and delivered. 

"As a result of my reading, meditation, a.nd prayerful 
application of the truth in this respect, I rejoice in a. free 
apwit, a. spirit set free from forms of bondage which 
never occurred to me to be the work of demons. 

"I do not wish to write a review of the book, but I 
cannot refrain from telling you how pleased I am with 
the position you so frankly state according to the Scrip­
tures. Your sharp distinction between soul and spirit, 
and their respective faculties and functions : it is the true 
Scriptural psychology. The total absence of any trace of 
the subtle and refined Pantheism so frequently met with 

• This does not mee.n the.tdeception a.nd possible" possession" 
is inevite.ble in the experience of Spirit-filled believers. There 
is much gnwral knowledge given on the norme.l Ohristie.n life 
in its pa.gee. 

in articles of even spiritually minded children of God. 
Your strong sta.nd against passivity of niind, whfoh is so 
much preached and practised these days. The prominence 
you give to the Person and work of the Holy Spirit and 
to the Oross as the place of Victory. 

"I thank you especially for your chapter on Prayer, or 
rather, on · War upon the powers of darkness•; where 
you treat of pra.yer. It is full of practical import and 
wisdom, e.nd has been a blessing to me. The one thing I 
missed therein, or rather, fa.iled to :find, was the fa.ct of 
the High Priestly intercession of our Glorified Lord, as 
we .have it in Luke xxii, 82. The power and comfort of 
that blessed fa.ct in our oon:fliot is to me very precious. 
1 would greatly appreciate if you would devote some space 
ip The Overcomer to the.t glorious subject.• 

• • Your book is a sign of the times. Age.in I thank you 
and your faithful co-labourer, Mr. Evan Roberts, for your 
labour thus freely given to the Body of our Lo~. and 
Him by Whose Spirit you were led and qualified to ac­
complish the difficult task, a task wherein you have spent 
your very best of blood and tears. The Lord Himself be 
your exceeding great Reward . • , . " 

Then has there been no antagonism to the 
book? Yes, deep and strong, from some who 
obviously NEED ITS TRUTHS, and who,. by the 
spirit of the antagonism, reveal the work of 
deceiving spirits-deceiving spirits who WILL 
NOT ALLOW THEM TO CALMLY, PRAYERFULLY AND 

DELIBERATELY EXAMINE and test THE RELIABILITY 
OF THE FAOTS STATED IN ITS PAGES, And 
indifference, alas, from others who through 
ignorance of the deep, deep need of the Church 
are unable to see the import of the message. 

We appeal, for the Church(s sa.ke, for Christ's 
sake, to every believer to give impartial, heaven­
born, prayerful and judicial consideration to the 
TESTIMONY contained in "War on the Saints," 
lest haply they afterwards be found to ha.ve been -
fighting against God in the witness He has given 
to His servants, and thereby failing to work with 
His Holy Spirit in hastening the prepa.ration of 
His blood-bought Church for His coming. 

A case in point showing the NEED for the truths 
in the book. 

Since writi11g the above article, we received the follcwing 
letter from a University n,an in another country. We give 
it, by his permission, as a strilritlg case in point sl1owi,il( the 
subtle workings of the ensmy among the chiUren of God a11d 
the t1ted for the truths in " War on the Sai11ts," as well as a 
testimony to their veracity, a11d a proof Bf their liberali11g 
power:-

Some moµths ago I sent for and received a copy of 
" War on the Saints," and carefully read it through. 

How different things might have been had such a book 
been mine years ago I There was a need in my life, and 
the truths it contains :fitted my need ... Some few 
years ago I almost became a perfect slave to outward 

*If this is missing-a.nd we oannot clearly recollect now-it is 
surely a.n oversight, ca.used by dealiDg with so vs.st a. theme 
with so ma.ny a.epects. "Tbe Enthroned Christ" in· ilie 
Ovwoom6" for April meets this request, every word of which w• 
strongly endorse.-Ed. 
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signs of false gaidanee which wa~it is now clear to me­
an absolute dlilCeption of evil spirits. Although a reader 
of the Overcomer part of the time, and a believer who tried 
-to faithfully follow Christ, regularly reading the Bible, 
teaching in Sm;iday Si;:hools, and even conducting Church 
services, I got into a state similar to that of the lady 
;lllentioned in the Overcome,, who remarked about grieving 
.the Holy Spirit if she failed to put the knives and forks 
straight upon the table. 

This led to a cod11 of signals being set up between me 
,and '• the Lord " in order to know what He wanted me 
to do. This was the outcome of supernatural touches. 
If doing anything, and something touched my left 
.shoulder, that would be a sign to stop doing it. This 
·supernatural touch would often be given when walking 
,along the road. I would then stop, and not go on until 
the touch was repeated on the right shoulder. That was 
the signal that the Holy Spirit allowed me to go on. 
· Strange to say, I was a firm believer in personal evil 
.beings ·" belitind the veil," but because these experiences 
,were supernatural I thought them to be of God. 

· There is no doubt that these were real touches. If 
:they were indistinct I would not go on until there was 
.certainty. The trouble was in having believed it to be 
the Lo.rd guiding me, but it was a wrong conception of 
His guidance, based on the fear of disobeying the Holy 
Spirit, and under the belief that the Lord had some work 
ior me to .do and was now giving the test of " obedience 
at all costs." I used to be afraid that people would see 
me, and would try to appear quite natural. 

I would stand as PASSIVE as possible, awaiting the sign, 
infi\lenced by the possibility of losing something from 
.the Lord o.r grieving the Holy. Spirit. How awful it was 
at times-almost unbearable. Thinking also that thus 
my will was being strengthened, I became almost an 
automaton, on one .occasion waiting for a long time in 
,the rain., at night time, and refusing to go away until the 
,sign to move came which made me quite late. Some­
;times, in. order to make quite sure of " the doing the 
.Lord's will," I wait.ed for three touches upon my right 
shoulder. 

These touches still come now and again, but I pay no 
;heed to them, that is, to obey them.. It is due to the 
truth given in the Overcomer, and your books, that I have 
·,been set free. . . Life was hardly worth living to me. • . 

I must mention that during thunderstorms the touches 
\Would be felt :very much, and believing them to be 
,warnings against danger I would move to another part of 
;the house.: so great and complete was the· deception that 
it made me afraid to disobey. My rtaso1i was left out of 
,4ccount alto:ether. 

• • 
This is a remarkable illustration of the teaching given 

.on pages 1¾2-144 of "War on the Saints," where it is 
,shown how .believers can so give themselves up to 
.supernat\11".U powers which they think to be of God, that 
;they be~ome passive,unthinking and unreasoning mediums, 
:,pliable to .the will of evil supernatural power. 

lnJhe case quoted the following points will be noted: 
~- The setting up of a code of signals. whereby this 

;believer expected he would know the " leading of the 
·Lord:" These " signals" correspond exactly with the 
.origin of·" Spiritism," when two young girls in a farm-

house in U.S.A. heard taps on the wall. It occurred to 
them .. to see if they could communicate with the source 
of the tapping, which they did by setting up a code of 
taps, just as with this child of God, who got the •• three 
touches" on the shoulder when asking for the sign. So 
that ignorantly, through wiles, this believer got into a 
state of mediumsbip. 

2. The standing passive, waiting for a sign-once more 
a proof that PASSIVITY is necessary for the working of the 
evil spirits. 

3. The •' excuses'• suggested by the spirits when they 
practically counterfeited the man's own reasoning, thus 
gaining deeper control of him. The victim " thought" 
his "will was being strengthened." 

4. Note the automato,i state which the victim reached • 
5. Note the unreasoning, and the unreasonable 

"guidance" that was given to the victim, so that he 
waited a long time in the rain until he got a sig,i I 

6. That the man endeavoured to hide the supernatural 
under cover of •' being natural," so that no suspicion 
might be aroused in others that anything was wrong. 

· 7. That artful lies in the guise of the highest reasons, 
were suggested to and accepted by the man in cirder to 
get him to pursue this evil course of action. 

8. That instead of the will being strengthened it was 
· weakened, until he became a physical slave to the will of 
evil spirits. 

9. Note that the entry of truth set free the victim. 
N.B.-The notes by Mr. Eva,i Robwts which appetirell at 

the co11clusion of the case under the he«d111g " Wresting the prey 
from the strong " i,i the September " Overcome, " equally apply 
to the &ase now referred to, i,i so far as this &hild of God 
became in bo11dage co11cerning his actions. 

* • 
The TRUTH in "War on the Saints" is accomplishing 

its mission, ;lnd manifostly being used by the Holy Spirit 
to track out the hidden deeds of darkness and to liberate 
the Church of Christ in different parts of ·the world. 

· A Word of Thanks. 
On the occasion of the fir~t anniversary we give fervent thanks 

to each one who prayed whilst the "War book•• -as many love 
to name it-was being written, and have since its issue prayed 
that its truths might be read and understoo.t. We have reason to 
praise God for the wonderful loosing of souls which bas taken 
place since the book was sent out twelve months ago. This 
freeing of the captives is part of the reward for their prayers. 
Appreciating and recognizing the value of this pra:,er aeroice for 
truth, we ask that prayer should be continued that the book shall 
fulfil its mission to the Church of Christ. It contains a realm of 
truth, which if pondered and prayed over until understood. and 
applied to personal need, would become the means for the loosing 
of the thousands of believers who have become ensnared by the 
deceiving spirits of Satan. Prayer should be made that these 
souls may be aroused to know their evil state, and to know the 
liberating truth. 

Hundreds have already testified to having received degrees of 
freedom by the truth. · But a word of warning is needed on the 
question of deliverance. After the light of deliverance bas begun 
to dawn on the believer deceiving spirits counterfeit · delioerance, 
therefore souls should he careful that they do not become further 
-ensnared by these devices, but carefully seek to know the enct 
extent to which they have become delivered and perseveringly 
advance to emancipation, and into a faithful and full warfare 
against the foe. The Colla9prators of the 23ook • 
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The Advantages of 13attle. 
'By Dr. 'J. H. Jowett.* 

" I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost, for a great 
door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries." (x Cor. xvi. 8, g.) 

"THERE are many adversaries," and there­
fore, " I will tarry ! " My post is where 
the hostilities abound ! It is a strong, 

manly, conquering sequence. "There are many 
adversaries," and therefore, " I will tarry!" That 
is not how the sequence commonly culminates 
when it begins in such frowning circumstances: 
This is rather the usual order of consequence: 
"There are many adversaries," and it is no good 
going on! " There are many adversaries,'' we had 
better try another track I " There are many 
adversaries/' and the enterprise is quixotic I 
" There are many adversaries," and prudence is 
the better part of valour ! That is frequently the 
form of our conclusion. And thus the adver­
saries scare us away into by-path meadows, those 
enervating fields where the only flowers are 
poppies, where the only fragrance is an opiate, 
and where a ruddy and boisterous health is 
never found. 

" There are many adversaries and--" The 
vital worth and trend of life are determined by 
the way in which we complete the sentence. 
When the adversaries confront us in the path, 
how shall we regard them ? Our answer to the 
question will determin.e whether life shall 
culminate in disastrous weakness or in exuberant 
and joyful strength. What do we make of the 
enemy who straddles across life's appointed way? 
In his presence shall our life be plastic or 
plasticine, the moulder or the moulded ? Always 
and everywhere shall we be the potter or the 
potter's clay? Shall we lay hold of every 
unfriendly circumstance and extort its tribute, or 
shall we meekly acknowledge its mastery and 
make our obeisance? '' There are many adver­
saries;" what then shall I do? 

Let us begin here in our consideration of 
the problem. Every generation is confronted 
with the same essential battle. The enemy may 
change his form, he does not change his nature. 
The incidents may alter, the essence remains 
the same. . • . The adversaries of the succeeding 
generations may change their skins, but the 
heart of their hostility remains unchanged. And 
so, when I gaze upon the adversaries which 
contended with Paul in Ephesus I am struck 
not with their remoteness, but with thei; 
modernity, for I see the same-enemies before us 
in the life of our day. 

• Fram •• Living Water • ( U .S .A.) 

What were these adversaries ? Let me point 
out two or three of them as they are described 
in the letter to the Ephesians, the very Christians 
who in Ephesus were sharing the Apostle's hard 
but determined crusade. 

I. THE FIRST ADVERSARY MAY BE NAMED THE 
INVISIBLE PRINCES OF WICKEDNESS. "We 
wrestle not against flesh and · blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the world­
rulers of the darkness, against the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness in the heavenly places." "Many 
adversaries I " The invisible princes of wicked­
ness! Have we to face them to-day? Do not 
ride away on an irrelevant criticism ; hold close 
to life. Have we any confirmatory witness in 
our own souls ? 

Here is the teaching of the book of the Word. 
At the gate of every faculty of the soul there is 
an invisible foe, and his power becomes opera­
tive and energetic whenever a faculty is exer­
cised in the direction of the Highest. Is not 
that true of the faculty of veneration ? · Let any 
man walk through the streets of this city and 
seek to lift his soul in the contemplation of 
anything venerable and august, and he will 
surely feel the might of SOME INVISIBLE FORCE 
DRAGGING HIM DOWN TO THAT WHICH IS FLIP­
PANT AND JAUNTY. Let a man seek to exercise 
his imagination among the vast and holy fields 
of the ideal life, and HE WILL FEEL THE INVISIBLE 
ANTAGONIST DRAGGING HIM BACK TO THE INSIG­
NIFICANT. Or let a man seek to exercise the 
faculty of benevolence, and he will feel the same 
adversary seeking to shape his inclinations toward 
that which is mean. We become conscious of an 
invisible hostile pressure which is fiercest when 
the soul seeks to use her supreme and royal 
privilege of communing with God. How is it 
with us when we seek to pray? Have we any 
experience of difficulty, any sense of an adver­
sary, any feeling of strenuous fight? 

Sometimes, when I turn to pray, or to 
meditate on the things that matter II1ost, I have 
to struggle through something like nausea to the 
open air and liberty of communion with God. 
I am conscious of having to fight my way . 
through reluctance, through indifference, through 
insipidity, to the highest interests and concerns 
of the soul. As soon as ever I begin to lift 
myself the adversaries are there ! They always 
range between me and what next I ought to do, 
They are always between me and the higher and 
the Highest, always and everywhere. You may 
call them what you please. The Bible names 
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them "principalities," " powers," world-rulers 
of the darkness," " spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in heavenly places," and I for one meet them 
every day. There are" many adversaries," and 
their supreme purpose seems to be the creation 
in the soul of moral and spiritual nausea. 

2. THE SECOND ADVERSARY MAY BE NAMED THE 
BLINDING HOSTILITY OF MO:-IEY. 

That mighty adversary was in the homes and 
streets and markets of Ephesus. The men of 
Ephesus heard the Gospel, but they were 
making money out of superstition. They heard 
about Christ, but they were filling their pockets 
with anti-Christ. Great numbers of them made 
their living by making silver shrines for Diana. 
Now, exercise the imagination, and try to realize 
the position of one of these men who felt the 
call and the allurement of the holy Christ. What 
is he up against ? If he accepts the Christ he 
forfeits the profits on the silver shrines. That 
is to say, on the one hand there is the ques­
tion of life, and on the other hand there 
is the question of living; the subtlety and 
persistence of Mammon are so exercised that 
the living shall be obtruded to the eclipse of 
the life. The Ephesians were blinded by 
the silver shrines as we are blinded by the 
equivalents in our own days. It is always the 
endeavour of Mammon to shove the " living " 
close against the eyes so that we cannot see the 
life. A dollar held at arm's length is one thing; 
a dollar pushed against the eyes can shut out the 
entire breadth of God's sky. Well, I say, that 
is the work of the adversary, to hold the transient 
so close as to blind us to the eternal ; a silver 
shrine can be so held that it shuts out God. 

And what Mammon seeks to do with the 
individual he also seeks to do with the church. 
He may get our finances so close to our eyes 
that we cannot see the souls of men ; he may 
seduce us into thinking that when the exchequer 
is healthy. the church is healthy and strong. 
" Thou sayest, I am rich, and knowest not that 
thou art poor, and naked, and blind." That 
church could see its purse, but it could not see 
its Lord. I have called it the blinding hostility 
of money; it was one of the many adversaries 
in Ephesus, as it is notthe least among the many 
adversaries of our own day. 

3• THE THIRD ADVERSARY MAY BE NAMED _THE 
DEADLY INFLUENCE OF A SOFT AND RELAXING 
CIVILIZATION. I turn to the letter and read: 
" Let no man deceive you with empty words." 
What about ? If you will turn to the context 
you will find it means deceitful words about sin, 
about its true nature, about its essential virus 
and destructiveness. Men are busy putting new 
labels on to old sins. They are removing warn­
ings, and writing " edible " on things that are 

irreparably destructive, saying that the deadly 
is not deadly, and that if we eat thereof we 
sur.ely shall not die. It is the antagonism of a 
lax and indulgent philosophy which labels 
indifference "tolerance," which labels license 
"liberty," and which labels voluptuousness 
"life." That wiley adversary is in our midst 
to-day, and we have all seen him at work 
plastering over the solemn teachings, which 
bear the seal of the cross, the jaunty indulgences 
which bear the seal of the beast. 

All these adversaries are familiar to our own 
life and time. Ephesus is contemporary with 
New York and London. We have the invisible 
princes of wickedness. We have the blinding 
hostility of money. And we have popular 
philosophies which are gilding corruption. 
" There a'Ye many adversa'Yies." 

Such was the environment of Ephesus, and 
such is the environment of New York. Now 
the Apostle Paul did not run away from such a 
field. " I WILL TARRY.'' He did not seek safety 
by flight. He advanced against the adversaries, 
faced them, and conquered them. " I will tarry.'' 
But now mark you the things. This man was 
in Ephesus possessed of a clear and single aim. 
"This one thing I do.'' He was no loiterer in 
life's ways, lounging about without purpose and 
an aim. " I press toward the mark, for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.'' 
Whatever else that may mean, it means that 
this man was after the biggest thing that life 
could yield. A MAN WHO HAS NO QUEST WILL 
MAKE NO CONQUEST. To have no aim is to be at 
the disposal of any subtle adversary that may 
come along. This man was no lQafer in Ephesus, 
or he would have been trapped ere his day had 
well begun. He had a definite aim, and he 
followed the gleam. 

And the second thing is this, the Apostle was 
clothed in the armour of God. Writing to the 
Ephesians who were living in this environment, 
he pleaded with them to "put on the whole armour 
of God," the armour in which he him~elf was 
ever seeking to be clothed. He did not move 
through Ephesus naked to the shafts of his 
adversaries. He was girt about with heavenly 
equipment, with armour given him from the 
armoury of God. You are familiar with the 
pieces described-the girdle of truth, the breast­
plate of righteousness, the shoes of readiness, 
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the 
sword of the Spirit:-not one of which has to be 
forged and shaped a:nd beaten into use by our 
own strength. All the pieces are ready in the 
armoury, waiting for the pilgrim's call .•.•. 
"There are many adversaries.'' "I will tarry," 
but he tarried in the divine companionship, and 
"the joy of the Lord was his strength.'' 
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Now, I ask you my closing question: 
What would a man of this kind make of 
adversaries, or what would they make of him ? 
Place such a man, with such a quest, and with 
such an equipment, among difficulties and .fierce 
antagonists ; let him tarry among them, and 
what wiH he do with them ? Let me once again 
proclaim one of the great laws of moral and 
spiritual health. It is through our ·opposition that 
we gain our robustness. Where there is no difficulty 
we can acquire no strength. A difficulty is more 
than a test of_ our powers, it is a POSSIBLE 
ADDITION TO ouR RESOURCES. Hardships do 
more than try us.; they harden us. , 

Here is the law of life: Every conquered 
difficulty empties its strength into our souls. - We 
drink the blood of our tasks. Measure for 
measure. Does that law determine our. progress ? 
When we wrestle with an obstacle and vanquish 

· it, we are enriched by the precise strength of the 
vanquished.. That is so in the mental realm. 
Your wits contend with a mental problem, and 
in the moment of conquest the strength of the 
problem has entered your _moral fibre, and 
invigorated your powers of discernment and 
judgment. It is even so in the moral realm. 
EVERY TEMPTATION SUBDUED EMPTIES ITS 
STRENGTH INTO THE TREASURY OF OUR WILLS. 
If there is confronting you to-day some powerful 
antagonism, which threatens your highest 
progress, then I tell you that in the armour of 
God you may conquer by quiet patience, by 
strong fighting, by PERSISTENT PRAYING ...• 

That is what the Apostle Paul did in Ephesus. 
"There were many adversaries," and he tarried, and 
out of the eater he brought forth meat, and out 
of the strong he brought forth sweetness ; and 
thus by reason of the very adversary he entered 
into a more glorious fellowship with the Lord; 
Do you wonder, therefore, that in the_ midst of 
a.d'\fersaries he found the most effective door? 
"A great door and effectual is opened unto me." He 
found a door into richer life. He found a door 
into larger and more wonderful vision. He found 
a door into nobler and · mor-e fruitful service. 
Just where the adversaries were most thickly 
gathered together he found the golden gate. He 
found the greatest treasure just where he had to 
fight the hardest for it. 

How, then, must the Christian regard his 
,ntagonisms ? He must regard them as 
ALLUREMENTS TO BATTLE, as clarion calls to 
more steadfast devotion. Behind every antago­
nism, nay, within it, there lies imprisoned a 
new endowment. Behind every obstacle, nay, 
within it, there is a hidden door into a larger life. 
In the strength of the Lord God let us march 
up to the antagonism and claim the endowment; 
let us contend with the obstacle and find the 

secret door. Have you an adversary confront­
ing you to-day ? Does some powerful temptation 
stand in the way of your life, threatening your 
moral integrity ? Move up to it with courage~ 
Despoil it and make it __ serve in your own well 
being. Or is some threat looming in front of 
you, some menace, seeking to turn you from. the 
.path of right ? In the strength of God move 
up to it and convert its threatened lightning into 
your own dynamic. . · 1 -

" From strength, to strength go.on, 
Wrestle and fight and pray. . · 

Tread all the powers of darkness down 
And win the well-fought day." 

" They Ooercame him."* .. 
R,v.· ""'· 11. 

To Tu,u: " Oh lulppcy bantl of pilgrims." 

0 HARK I the word of witness 
. Is swelling like a flood, 

That Satan has been conquered 
Thro' Christ's most precious Blood. 

The Word of God against him, 
We, too,· have proved and tried; 

And now we dare unveil him, 
As in the Cross we hide. 

0 enemy of Jesus-
You, therefore, must be mine; 

God's curse shall still be on thee, 
Through all the age of time. 

Thy awful hosts of darkness, 
At which we've flinched and quailed­

We give the foe no quarter, 
Thy tactics are unveiled. 

Thy fiendish evil spirits­
Wherever they are found,. 

In spirit, soul or body, 
We do refuse them ground. 

Yea, all their accusations, 
And their suggestions, too ; 

This is our choice for ever, 
To God we will be true. 

Yet know, 0 prince of darkness, 
That through the Lord of Might­

Thy plans were all defeated, · 
And you were put to flight .. 

We truly hate thee, Sat~. 
Against thee war till death ; 

But "by the Blood" we conquer, 
And triumph by our faith. 

M.M. (Mary Mat'Sh.) ----
Let Satan's subtlety make th.68 more wise and wan, 

thyseif. T}wu, hast not a fool to d-eai with, but 0'/1,6 that 
hath wit enough to spiU thy comfort and spoil thy joy, if 
not narrowly watched. Take God into thy counsel. 
Heavffl ooerlooks hell, and t}wugh the devil's way m­
tempwn,g be as w<mdt'IT'jul as ths way of a serpfflt on a rock,. 
yet God traceth him.-GurneU. 

Where ths soldier is placed, there he stands, and must­
neither stir nor sl.eep tiU hs be brought ojf.-Gurnell. 

YES, whatever be the circwmstcmce, our duty is to· 
st,a,77.d as solid as the Lifeguards at WMteh.aU, as 

invincible as the " Old Guard" at Waterloo, who "died 
but never 8'Urrendered. "-L. G. Buchanan. 
• From Victory Songs and Poems, by Mary Mar&h. Price 3d. (post: 

free 4d.), Ovncomer Office, Leicester. 
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·-The Uno/fending Tongue. 
By Evan 1:f,oberts. • 

" Be not many teachers my brethren, knowing that w~ shall 
receive greater judirment. For in· manY. things we all stum~le. 
If any stumbleth (offend, AV.) not m word, the same 1s a 
perfect man, able lo bridle the whole body . • • " (James iii. 
1. 2, R.V.) -

" Do not boast against, and lie against the truth • • • • " 
(James_ iii. 14, lit. Gr.) _ · · 

T~E c~:>nversational aspect of_t~e spirit life 
· 1s so important that every believer should 

make it an express duty to endeavour to 
reach the goa:l of having the priceless virtue of an 
unoffending tongue. There is the utterance of 
that word which sets a fl.aine to the evil nature 
whether it be issuing forth from the natur~ 
itself, or by the interference of gehenna. t There 
is also a stumbling in word, which although it 
set not the nature aflame, is a " boasting 
against " and " lying against " the truth. 

That the nature is not set aflame is no proof 
that the man has not spoken from the evil 
nature. 

This subject of the use of the tongue, whether 
it be -in conversing with one individual, or in 
teaching a congregation, has an important 
relationship to the spiritual life. Not only 
should a man endeavour to stand individually 
clear before God, but he should take great care 
that be (1) "offends not" others with his words, 
and (2) that he "stumbles not" in misleading 
others with wrong utterances. Others may not 
be offended by the word, they may even accept it 
cheerfully and thankfully, and yet that which 
they praised may be a misleading word and an 
utterance '.' ag~inst the truth." Not only is 
there a unity in the truth, but there is also A 

UNITY BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE ACCEPTANCE OF 
LIES. Those who believe the same doctrine­
whether it be good or evil-find themselves in 
oneness. 

Unit:9 in doctrine no auarantee of its truth. 
The fact that one believer agrees with 

another concerning doctrine is no guarantee 
of its purity, and even if more than- two­
even if several-agree concerning the doctrine, 
that again is no guarantee of its truth. The 
agreement of numbers regarding anything is 
no. guarantee of its purity. It is a farce to 
say that the voice of tlie people is the voice 
?f God, for often we· find the prophet stand­
mg alone with God protesting against the 
actions of the people. Even when the Jews put 
Christ to the death they thought they were ful-

,. Dictated. t See James ill. 6, lit. Gr. 

:filling God's will. . Therefore, let each one 
beware of a false unity in any doctrine. Let 
him ask himself not only : Do I offend any in 
my words, but am I unconsciously misleading 
others, and by so doing " boasting against " the 
truth, and thus frustrating the work of the Holy 
Spirit Whose work is to lead the Church into 
all truth. · 

Let prayer be made on all this; let believers 
examine themselves before God lest they be 
boasting and lying against the truth. That this 
is so is manifestly seen in those to-day who 
have a degree of spiritual life, but resting upon 
some evil doctrine they will not accept truth 
from God's messengers, and therefore hinder the 
Holy Spirit leading them into all truth. _Souls 
may even have misgivings of the truth concern­
ing the warfare against the powers of darkness, 
and by that imply that this thing is not of God, 
but of human origin, and should be shunned and 
avoided, and to these misgivings they attach a 
Divine importance. Let these misgivings be 
analysed, for we ourselves know that we speak ,. 
that which we do know ; we have proved these 
things. Those who have not gone ·through the 
experience, nor allowed themselves to honestly 
examine the facts concerning these things, how 
can they judge whether they be truth· or lies, 
Divine or human in origin, and whether of 
immaterial or vital importance. to the Church ? 

Sin in speaking against truth. 
Let prayer be made for those who stumble at 

the truths concerning the powers of darkness, or 
who stumble at the truth of a pure theology,* so 
that they may not sin with their lips in speaking 
against truth, and therefore against the Holy 
Spirit. In making known to the Church these 
truths we have nothing to gain. We seek no 
name, and seek no gain, but only that the Church 
of God should by the truth be liberated from the 
lies of the enemy, and ascend into its true and 
rightful position, far above all the powers of 
darkness (Epb; i. 21). Yes, there is a veritable 
" boasting " against the truth ! What is the 
cause of it? . DECEPTION ! It is the product of 
the "old man's" theology; the outcome of some 
theory based upon an investigation of the written 
Word, without experience to prove it. It is 
"supposition "-not knowledge. Let prayer be 
made that the Church may not fall into the awful 

* Believers find it hard to recognise the true word about God if 
they have not passed through fire in their knowledge. 
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sin of " boasting against " and " lying against 
the truth," and calling the very truth of God the 
works of demons, and that which would lead 
them into the fullest liberty from the powers of 
darkness, a misleading and ensnaring doctrine. 

This we say, not for ourselves, for we have 
proved the truth and the power of the truth, but 
we speak it for the emancipation of those who 
are in sore need of it. Let prayer be made that 
God may open the understanding of the Church 
as Christ did that of His disciples, and that it 
should have the illumination which comes from 
the reception of the Divine Spirit. 

That there is abundant· truth to meet the 
present need of the Church we doubt not, but 
there is need of capacity to receive it, and to 
APPLY it. Believers should not be weary of the 
monotonous reiteration of truth. Let them be 
Samson-like, content with using the weapon that 
tells, assured that these truths do tell against the 
unseen foes, who thereby lose ground, whilst the 
believers themselves emerge into more liberty, 
and God is honoured before all :E1is angels by 
the triumph of the Church over the lies of the 
deceiver. 

Let believers pray God to search them and 
reveal to them if they have ought in themselves 
causing them to stumble in their utterances 
against the truth. They may offend without 
being conscious of offending. Let those who 
" boast against truth " beware lest such a thing 
befall them as befell those who spoke against 
God's anointed leader in Israel, when the earth 
opened and swallowed them up (Numbers xvi. 
3r, 32). 

H :;pocritical listening to truth. 
Let prayer be made for the removal of 

hypocrisy out of the mouths of those who fear 
God's truth. Also for the removal of duplicity 
and treachery, so that there shall be no traitor 
within God's camp. There are those who when 
listening seem to acquiesce in everything, but 
inwardly they are eagerly watching for any 
word whereby they can afterwards make mischief 
regarding the truth, and the speaker of the truth. 
Let God make such persons true in word, 
thoroughly honest and straightforward. If they 
do not believe in the truth spoken let them 
say so directly to the speaker, and not in his 
absence. Let them not praise him in his presence, 
and condemn in his absence, for this is of that 
wisdom which is devilish.* In .conversation 
concerning another believer made in his absence 
he is often blamed for pursuing a certain course' 
but when he is present, the speakers have not 
the courage to tell their thoughts to him himself. 
This causes disunion, for it is not in accordance 
with justice. It is our duty if we think a believer 
to be out of God's will, to warn him once, and 

to warn him directly, and then to leave him to 
God, so that the consequences may rest upon 
his own responsibility. 

Let there be honesty in the Church, and let 
the fears that others have concerning a truth 
be uttered to the one who proclaims that truth, 
and not to others indirectly, in the hope that 
what is said will eventually reach the one 
concerned. May cowardice be, removed from 
the Church, as well as the fear of delivering the 
truth of God. 

Gossip creates an evil atmosphere. 
May all devilish* conversation about God's 

saints be destroyed. If a believer be wrong, the 
only right way to converse about it is for prayer 
that the wrong should be removed, and not 
in GOSSIP WHICH CREATES AN EVIL ATMOSPHERE, 
Let us beware how we speak about the faults of 
another, lest we soil ourselves. and one another, 
causing a separation in the spirit between 
ourselves and the failing one. Believers should 
so walk after the spirit that they can at once 
detect when necessary+ conversation about 
another man's fault becomes poisoned, and foul 
like the ointment that had the fly in it. The 
evil nature relishes speech concerning others' 
faults, but the spiritual man gets fuel for prayer 
because he speaks only desiring to restore such 
a one. t When conversing about such and such 
a fault of another, let each one ask himself as he 
speaks : Am I keeping within the bound of 
desiring to restore that one? If he find himself 
outside that limit, and his conversation having 
nothing directly or indirectly to do with such a 
restoration, he should seal his lips, and go no 
further, because evil conversation can bring 
forth nothing but evil. The only lawful reason§ 
for speaking of the fault of another is for the 
purpose of restoring that one, but if the con­
versation is the product of the natural man it is 
soiled and evil in the sight of God. 

Pure conversation about others. 
When conversing about another believer's 

faults, let .these two tests be applied:-
First, let no word be said in his absence which 

could not be uttered in his presence. And 
secondly, let not any sentence, any charge, any · 
remark be made, nor any wrong tone of voice or 
spirit be manifested, but that which could be 
uttered or shown in his presence. If the word or 
the tone needs to be altered when he is present, 
then the evil word has been spoken, and a wrong 
spirit manifested in his absence-words which 
have caused the evil nature to boil over, and to 
speak against the truth. 

*i.e., havlng·its source from demons. See James iii. 15; cf. a.v. m. 
t •·•·• speaking as workers or believers concerned for the honour of 

Christ, and the advance of His· work. l See Gal . ..-i. 1. § There is 
also a speaking of a fault of others as warnings (Paa. cvi.). 



THE OVERCOMER. 153 

Those who bear us speaking about others 
should be able to say, "That is the right word 
and that is the right spirit in which to speak, 
and that is the way in which I want to do it." 

Conversation about the faults of others is a 
delicate thing and needs great care. Many of 
those who speak about the faults of others 
pretend-or say-it is for "prayer," when it is 
only to feed the evil of their carnal nature. The 
believer should beware lest be feed bis evil nature 
with gossip. He needs to take . up the attitude 
of "death"•~ towards bis keeping alive the evil 
nature as revealed in the interest of his mind 
in the faults of others. For he may be more 
concerned with- getting food for his curiosit_v than 
in the restoration of the erring one. 

There should be CLEAN CONVERSATION both as 
regards WORD and SPIRIT. 

In conversing about the faults of others our 
minds should be opened to see every precious 
thing in their lives. If in speaking of their 
faults we forget the virtues, we lay ourselves 
open to a subtle temptation, which results in our 
feeling a great gulf of separation between their 
spirit and ours. And if we attribute to them 
what belongs to evil spirits we also get the same 
result. · 

It is our duty to defend others in conversation. 
We have to defend others as we defend our­
sel~es.t One person may bring a charge 
~amst ~mother, but th~re should not be a taking 
sides with the one agamst the other. It is our 
duty to see that justice is done to each one : 
defending each other-the character, the reputa­
tion. For this let each one live the life that 
another can defend. When the little finger 
suffers the whole body suffers also. Let us look 
on each other as members of one Body. 

The death-bringing poison of the tongue. 
The Apostle James speaks of the mis-use of 

the tongue as a" death-bringing poison," and of 
"an unrestrainable evil" (James iii. 8, g, lit. Gr.). 
If evil thoughts are kept within ourselves they 
only do evil to ourselves, but once they are 
uttered the area of the mischief has been en­
larged ; they add to the momentum of the evil 
~ ~me passes them on t? another. While kept 
mside ourselves they poison our own spirit and 
our own mind. When the evil thought is a 
misjudgment then we misread the deeds of 
others-which may be pure-through the poison. 
of evil thought, and thus put a cleavage between 
ourselves and them, which brings severance in 
the spirit of love. · 

We should watch for " clean conversation " 
especially when speaking of the fattlts of others. 
• i.e., as set fonh in Rom. vi. 6, 10, and the practical action of ver. 13. 
t i.e., in a right way and right spirit, for the Interests of God and His 

kingdom, and not onr own. See example in Paul (2 Cor. xii. u). 

The conversation and its manner cannot be over­
estimated; If a lie be spoken the devil sees to 
it that it is well circulated; but he seeks to seal 
the lips of the one who is going to speak 
the truth. How the devil restrains the truth 
inside'~ and gushes out the lie ! 

The rebuke of blessing. 
In the face of all the training and discipline 

that a believer may have had on this point, he 
will need to watch himself most carefully LEST 
WHEN HE IS FATIGUED IN BODY he yields to the 
wrong spirit. Extreme care should be taken 
that we speak not from an aggravated spirit. 
We can deal with sin only when we ourselves 
are in great calm If we fail in this, then we 
should tarry until we can speak in purity and in 
gentleness. If we feel unrestrained in spirit, 
and desirous of immediately uttering rebuke, and 
this be given way to in a harsh voice, then in 
correcting others we fall into the snare our­
selves. We must avoid a meddlesome spirit, 
and yet give the reproof and the correcting 
word. In the absence of the person the tempta­
tion is to magnify his fault, and boast, and rouse 
one's self against him, and in his presence be a 
coward. 

Believers may feel free to talk about the faults 
of another in his absence, but in his presence 
they may say "I do not like to," or "I do not 
feel led to." May that be removed: May they 
be bold and brave to utter truth. But if a man 
desires to show that another is wrong he must 
prove it to him. He may have sufficient facts 
to prove it to himself, but he must also be in 
possession _of the facts to prove it to the one 
concerned. t Until then he must remain silent. 
It is also true that the man himself may not be 
ready to be told. That means we have always 
to prepare him by prayer, as· well as pray that 
we may be prepared to transmit the truth. 

We must resolutely refuse! to say the wrong 
word, never yielding to the temptation to ~ive 
way to a loose spirit.§ It is the tempter's hour 
to prepare for a future attack, let us beware of 
the snare. True, we may slip, but that must 
not be our criterion of conduct. If there is a 
slip, you condemn the word the moment it is 
said, and as quickly as it is detected say: "That 
word was wrong, I should not have said it," 
The drive of circumstances, and a burden on the 
spirit, may have given occasion for the "slip," 
but the apologetic spirit is there, and the quick 
recognition of wrong and apology for it. 

• i.•., In the mind of God's children. 
t Compare Gal. II. II, 12, 13; also Prov. xxvlii. 23. Prov. xvi. 10 

x.v. See too, Matt. xviii. 15. 
t Cf. Rom. vi. 13. 
§ i.e., not under centrol. See Prov. xxv. 28; Prov. xvi. 32; Prov. 

xxix. II. x.v. m., "a fool uttereth all his spirit: but a wise man 
keepeth It back and stiUeth It." 
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But it is not so much watching words that is 
needed as THE RADICAI, RENOVATION OF THE 

MIND. It is not watching the tongue in any 
particular conversation, but it is as if the Apostle 
said : " See to it that you never again speak from 
the old nature, but always from the new, and to 
that effect take hold of all the Divine power in 

order to carry out the renewal." 
To bridle the tongue is not a physical action 

but a moral one, and the spirit must be so 
empowered by Divine life that the evil nature 
cannot express itself through the body in the 
misuse of the tongue. 

An Unprepared Church. 
By the Editor.* 

NUMB.ERB have not taken in Paul's aggres­
sive thoughts of Ephes. vi. We are to 
wage war on the powers of dar)mess, we 

are to stand· -against them, we are to dislodge 
them. The Church should be a militant Church, 
not a Church passive ; not a Church awake with 
the energy of the flesh, but a Church awake with 
the energy of the Holy Spirit. We are needing 
not only personal victory, but we ought to know 
bow to take the war into the enemy's camp, to 
take the prey from the mighty, to deliver the 
children of God in bonds .... There has not 
been an understanding of aggressive prayer· 
against the powers of darkness. To cause the 
devil to flee from another can only be carried out 
by aggressive prayer. When you have seen 
these people in bonds, bow much have you 
understood ta.king a stand and saying "In the 
Name of Jesus I stand against the power of the 
enemy holding that soul and I ask that that soul 
be delivered " ? And how much have you been 
able to detect between the power of the enemy 
and the persons themselves ? Tlie work that 
needs to be done is that children of God may 
not only be able to lead souls to Obrist, but 
liberate and break their bonds and loose their 
grave-clothes and snap the chains by prayer and 
watching. . . . To do this Christ must be a 
living power to you. You must have such a 
bold of Christ that no depths of Satan shall ever 
disturb you. 

A counterfeit of ever:y truth. 
Wherever there is a mighty work of God you 

mav settle it that there is a mighty working of 
the· powers of darkness. The thing that has 
startled me has been the power of the enemy to 
build a big house of lies on a foundation of 
truth . . . It never. dawned on me that they 
could counterfeit conformity to Christ's death. 
I thought that if we only knew the death of 
Christ it meant absolute protection from the 
deception and counterfeits of Satan. But God 
bas shown me clearly that alongside with every 
truth of His there is always the counterfeit-

•Notes from Addresses a.t Keswick. 

without exception. If you want to know the 
rest of faith-that is true, but there is a counter­
feit-PASSIVITY. If you want to know the 
aggressive power of the Holy Spirit-that is_ 
true, but there is a counberfeit-the zeal and 
ENERGY OF THE FLESH. If you want to know 
Calvary-that is true, but there is a counterfeit 
-believing you are crucified when you are not ; 
and so on. 

Concerning every single truth of God you will 
find the enemy by the side to nullify ft, counter-­
feit it, give wrong conceptions a.nd pictures 
about it-everything that can possibly mislead 
you, divert and side-track you. God dwells in 
the centre of your being : your spirit is the 
sanctuary of the Holy Spirit ; where then does 
the counterfeit come? To the mind and body. 
. . . What is the counterfeit of conformity to 
the death of Christ ? It is that your own per­
sonality is absolutely annihilated and your 
individuality done away with, and that you a.re 
not to have a wish or a desire, but to be practi-• 
cally a machine . . . 

But the Lord Jesus Christ redeemed the 
whole man to be a man and not a machine. He 
gives him a new spirit, takes the " old man " to 
the Cross that it may every moment be crucified, 
and in the personality of the ma.n He desires to 
express the Spirit of Christ . . . with the body 
purely an instrument .•. God says: "Child,, 
I want your faculties at their best, I want your 
:i;nind liberated from bondage, the best that I can 
have through which to express My Spirit.'' The 
devil says : " I want a slave, with no will ana 
no mind, so tha.t he will not reason about any­
thing I tell him. I want to simply swing him 
a.bout, throw him down, pick him up." . . , . 
Everything that God does in you ennobles and 
quickens your faculties, energises your will and 
strengthens your desires God-ward-making 
you a. better man for your business, and in your 
family__.:.more human, gentle and affectionate. 
God does not destroy your affections and 
humanity. He purifies. Whatever destroys 
your reason, whatever destroys your choice and 
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whatever makes you irresponsible oomes from 
the pit, beoause it is oontrary to the redemption 
of Calvary. 

The Church and the Supernatural. 
The ·world is being eduoated . to be prepared 

for supernatural appearances. Magazines throw 
open their pages to papers on all kinds of super­
natural things. The supernatural from beneath 
is on the world and the Church is not prepared 
to deal with it. What is the use of a Church 
living on an earthly plane to meet the super­
natural powers laying hold of the people, sweep­
ing them out of the Churohes into all kinds of 
new oults? Is it not God Who is awakening 
the spiritual section of the Church to lay hold 
of the Divine power and giving vision to detect 
that the Churoh herself is not swept into this 
whirlpool of the Satanio that is upon the people? 
The place and service of the Church in regard 
to these supernatural powers. is to recognise 
them as Satanic and ·TESTIFY AGAINST THEM. 

But you oannot witness against what you have 
a doubt about. The Church must keep free 
herself. And the burden we have is to persist­
ently unveil the works of the devil in order that 
the Lord's ohildren may see and learn how to 
keep free. 

The warfare with the powers of darkness is a 
warfare of spirit against spirit. . . . They oome 
against your spirit to orush it down so that you 
lose all spiritual power and then you live in the 
realm of the body. There are many believers who 
live in that realm. If they feel the presence of 
God they are alright with God, if they do not 
feel they believe theyare wrong with God. Satan 
has everything to gain by a man living out of 
the spirit, beoause only by the power of the · 
Holy Ghost in his spirit can he have any power 
against a spirit foe. Therefore, the spiritual 
hosts of darkness come around a ohild of God to 
get him to live after the mind, to enjoy spiritual 
truth after the mind, and even to get a vision 
merely mentally of beautiful spiritual things. 
You will always know when your spiritual life 
is lived mentally-when there is little power in 
it. You may have a wonderful mental insight 
into spiritual things without any power in the 
life. 

Enem:/ s right lo the old creation. 
The great work of the devil is to put tbe spirit 

out•of action, to quench it and close it down and 
get the man to use spiritual things mentally .... 
You oome into union in spirit with Christ through 
Calvary's Cross as you take your place there 
with Him. . . . If you are weak in your spiritual 
life and, your footing at Calvary it is no use 
talking about victory over a spirit foe, beoause 
every little bit of the old oreation is material for 

the enemy who has a right of way to all the old 
Adam life. . . . Therefore, you may deolare it 
as your will that : " All that God means by the 
old Adam life being nailed to the Cross of Christ 
shall be true in me now." ... There must be 
the strongest decision that you are not going to 
knowingly tolerate the working in your life of 
the old Adam life in any point: that you will 
not oling to position, that you will not· cling to 
gold, not oling to your own wisdom, your own 
ideas or your own ambitions. . . . A~d havii:-g 
declared your will you must carry 1t out 11;1. 

action. 
But what about the unknown things ? It 

oomes back to the will again as you declare : 
"It is my will tba.t-1 stand with God against 
sin-known and unknown-in my life: the utter­
most meaning of the Cross against the old Adam 
life and all the things in this world that God is 
against I am against." 

Masquerading spirits I 
"Another new cult, making its bid for the many who 

are forsaking • the true faith ' has just appeared _in 
addition to Christian Science, Theosophy, etc., etc. 

It is called • New Mysticism,' a.nd proclaims • reg~nera.­
tion and healing by way of silence.' The god of this cult 

. is • the christ within us,' and we have .to look away from 
Jesus Christ as an objective to the subjective condition 
so designated .... .A. state with.in, whether induced by 
what many ce.ll a second baptism of the ~oly _S:pi:it, ~r 
in some other of the many ways for which sp1nt1sm 1s 
accountable, is altogether unsafe when it is found even 
among true Christians ..• . "-Th8 Morning Star. 

The above extra.ct from our contemporary strikingly 
examples the truths set forth in our pages, and especially 
in pages 108, 109, 125-128 of "War on the Saints." 
l'he " silence " referred to is designed to bring a.bout the 
STATE OF PASSIVITY in which deceiving spirits cim 
masquerade as the "christ within. . . . " Our readers 
can quickly detect the counterfeit workings of the 
teach.mg spirits in e.ll their manifold disguises, by 
discerning their countless schemes to induce the state· of 
passivity. Here under the form of "silence." 

THE flame of God I How burns its fire 
Within the heaving, sacred breast-where life 
Divine holds sway. Not of this world 

· Are ye I Nor words that common man 
Send forth-ye speak words full, well filled 
With life and spirit. Fail not the word which 
Craves to go on errands sweet and good. Speak 
Out I Speak well the word, both in its 
Time and Spirit. Let these tell out a tale-
A vista of uncovered heaven, to those 
Whose ears tingle not at truth. Speak 
Out to heal the sick of lies, and speak to 
Freedom all who will such paths; 
And nought that holds thy speech shall breathe again. 

August 28. 1913. Eoan Roberts. 

"God works THROUGH the man. The devil works ON the 
man. A man shoztld k11ow whether the slttices of his being are 
ope11 for God to work through. "-E.R. 
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THE OVERCOMER. 

The School of Prayer 
and The Lords Watch. 

·• It is no fl1orldly fl1arfare that we art flJaging. The fl1eapons with 
which we fight are not h"man weapons, b"t are mighty for God in 
oumhrofl1ing strong fortresses • • • "-2 Cor. :,, 3, 4, Weymouth. 

A ids to Prayer. 
Petitions drawn from "War on the 

Saints.'' 
A Christian worker writes :-" I felt after the last 

Eccleston Hall meeting I needed to claim deliverance 
for my mind which is so tampered with that I cannot 
concentrate my attention, remember things told me, or 
even talk. or write a letter without difficulty. I am so 
glad those suggestions for prayer about the mind were 
put in theOve,-come- this month. I use them every day, 
not only for myself but for the whole Church of God." 

With a view to giving further help, and some guidance 
on the value of specific prayer, we give a few other 
foundation petitions, upon which the praying one should 
seek for the illumination of the Holy Spirit in order to 
take up the subject and thoroughly pray it through. In 
doing so he may find that a number of relative subjects 
will have to be dealt with, and as these are covered, and 
the believer sets himself steadfastly and earnestly to 
carry it through, the Spirit of God will, perhaps by 
bringing him back to the starting point again, open up a 
new realm of prayer, and the knowledge which he has on 
that side of the subject will be quickened and called into 
operation. Or be may come to the point where be will · 
have to definitely cry to God for mol'e li~ht in order to 
proceed with the praying work ·which he has in hand, 
until God gives him an assurance in bis spirit that be has 
prayed up to the e:lge of bis present knowledge. 

Prayer-how to Pray. 
"The believer needs (r) strength to pray; 

(2) vision to pray; and (3) knowledge what to 
pray .. :" (p. 227 "War on the Saints"). 

These three points are in themselves good basis for 
much prayer, so that the praying one may proceed on 
lines similar to the following :-
I P,-ay 

That I may know what prayer means, that I may be 
faithful to the call to prayer, and that I may know how 
to pray in the spirit always. 

That I may have the strength to pray, the vision to 
pray, and the knowledge to pray. 

That I may not be deceived into the sin of wasting any 
of my strength to pray by breaking any of the laws in the 
realm of the spirit, or soul, or body. 

That I may have the discernment and purpose to 
jealously guard my strength from being diverted into 
channels of work, which are not the highest expression 
of God's will. 

That I may have the endynamiting power of the Holy 
Spirit in my spirit in order to pray, and that I may be 
open to the spirit of the Father, the spirit of the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, with an ever increasing capacity for 
prayer service. 

That I may have the mind which is transformed, 
renewed, and· enriched by the knowledge of Truth-all 
kinds of truth. 

That I may continually have a heart open and pure 
and strong so that I may watch (over] souls as one that 
shall have to give account to God. 

That I may have a strong hold on God for strength of 
faith, strength of mind, memory and imagination, and 
strength of will and heart in order to fulfil the work of 
prayer. 

That I may know how to continuously draw upon the 
Divine resources, and when spirit, soul or body would 
faint beneath the pressure of the burden of prayer, that 
I may be empowered to hold on to God. 

That I may have the vision to meet every call that the 
Holy Spirit gives to prayer, and know how to detect the 
presence or approach of anything that would mar my 
having the clearest possible knowledge of God's will. 

Sleepiness in Prayer. 
Question : Why do I feel sleepy in prayer ? 
The following, among many other possible 

causes, may throw light upon the reason :-
1. Through having at some time or another become 

involved in excessive action in prayer, where either the 
spirit or soul (particularly the mind and · emotions), or 
body, got out of balance, so that what was previously 
driven is now inactive-practically :reaction after over­
strain of any part of the being. 

2. Through the work of evil spirits in the atmosphere 
(Ephes. ii. 2), in which case the believer should lay hold 
of all the victory of Calvary to cleanse the atmosphere, 
and on the ground of the Blood of the Lamb, claim the 
power to go on praying. · 

3. Through a direct attack of the powers of darkness 
upon the body or faculties, particularly the brain. 

4. By allowing the mind to become " passive," think­
ing that by so doing God will " impress His mind " upon 
it, but this is contrary to God's way of putting His laws 
into the mind, therefore it really gives ground to evil 
spirits to impress their thoughts upon the. mind, and 
get a hold, which, although · apparentiy wonderfully 
" illuminating " at the time, afterwards has a dulling 
effect, making tbe operation!; of the mind difficult, and a 
strain which causes.sleepiness. 

5. By a wrong conception of, and attitude in " waiting 
upon God," through which the believer consented to his 
mind ceasing its action, in order to obtain some 
supernatural experience, which he believed to be of 
God. The mind may be either let go unconsciously, or 
deliberately through deception. The faculties being 
" let go '' out of action, or partially so, would bring about 
the state of sleepiness referred to. 

6. The ground for sleepiness in prayer may have been 
given in any department of the life, where the believer 
allowed himself to be lulled into a state of passivity. 
And before he can get full deliverance he will have to 
ask God for light upon that ground, in order that it may 
be removed. 

7. By getting into bondage as regards the attitude of 
the body in prayer, maintaining one set position for a 
long time, so that when the spirit is active the body 
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becomes passive, and an opportunity is given to the 
enemy to make the body heavy and sleepy. In this case 
a change of attitude in prayer. sitting instead of kneeling, 
or walking up and down the room, will possibly break 
up an attack of the powers of darkness upon the 
body, or remove a state of passivity. There is also a 
sleepiness which shows every part of the praying-one 
fully awake except his brain, and when that state is 
detected-it may exist all unconsciously to him-he will 
find it a help to definitely put his will to pray, and his 
mind to think and remember. Sometimes it is physical 
exercise that is needed, and by taking a walk the believer 
may bring the body into normal action, and then be able 
to resume his praying. 

8. Through fixing the eyes in prayer upon an imaginary 
Christ, upon the Cross, or standing by the praying one, 
etc., instead of praying in simple trust to Christ upon the 
Throne. A fixing of the eyes in this way may lay the 
believer open to deception regarding the action of his 
mind and imagination, i.e., believing that he really" sees 
the Lord;'' etc. He also may become mediinistic to 
supernatural powers through cultivating a " fixed gaze," 
and thus give opportunity for the enemy to work in such 
a way as to make him sleepy. 

9. By having at some other time given way to a desire, 
or feeling, that rest in sleep was needed, without finding 
out if it was a purely physical need, and not an attack of 
the enemy upon the body. This may give the powers 
of darkness a hold which they can use against the 
believer when he needs. to be fully awake. 

10. By using the eyes for wrong purposes, or in con­
centrating the eyes in such a way as to lose control over 
them, so that in the misuse they become tired and 
liable to sleep at the vital time for prayer. 

n. By leaving prayer work to the time when most of 
the strength has been spent on other duties. 

12. Through over-working of the brain, or strain of 
the eyes. 

13. Through going to pray, when the duty and need is 
something else. 

14. Through taking too much food, and causing the 
body to become heavy and a burden upon the spirit. 
The believer should watch that he does not become 
deceived by an abnormal appetite. (1 Cor. vi. 12-20, 
ix. 27.) 

15. Through being really tired, and needing rest. 

16. The intensity of the conflict may be so great that 
the believer may be compelled to rest, especially if the 
body be naturally .frail. He must, therefore, know the 
human limit, and when he should sleep, also when God 
will give him the power to continue in prayer and not 
sleep. 

17. Sleepiness may be an indication that the spirit has 
(a) lost its place of dominance, or (b) become tired, and 
needs to be lifted by the Holy Spirit back to its normal 
place and strength. 

18. Sleepiness in prayer may be due to one or a 
mixture of. many causes, so that the believer must seek 
light from God to know the true cause, using all the 
truth that he knows in order to get free. And as the 

state of sleepiness usually comes gradually he should 
carefully examine every symptom connected with it, and 
ask God to deal with them. 

19. Or, there may not have been sufficient definite 
prayer to God concerning the prayer-time in order that 
he might be protected, and empowered by the Holy 
Ghost to go on with this ministry, which the Apostle 
Paul describes as "labouring." (Col. iv. 12.) 

20. Lastly, the cause may be purely physical through 
praying in an ill-ventilated room I Fulelis. 

To the 'Prayer Force. 
The Editor thanks most gratefully those who faithfully prayed 

her through the Finland tour, and asks them to join her in thanks­
giving to God for leading in a path of triumph, and answering in 
detail every request for prayer mentioned in the July-August 
Ocercomer. 

To obtain the co-operation in prayer ef the Prayer 
Force among our readers, is the purpose of the following 
petitions, which we give, relying upon tae Spirit of God 
to unite in prayer the intercessors who read these pages. 

Special Pra:,er need for the whole Church. 
That ~very leader and teacher of the things of God to the 

spiritual church, may have clear vision of the truths set forth in the 
Ephesians epistle of Paul, i.e. -

l. The true place of believers in the heavenlies. Ep_hes. i. & ii. 
2. The true organic unity of the Body of Christ. Ephes. iii. 
3. The true meaning of Spiritual Warfare. Ephes. vi. 

Pra:,er for the following Conferences and Meetings. 

The Conference for Workers in ECCLESTON } See 
HALL, LONDON, October 2nd. Cover 

The LEICESTER Conference, October 9th. page iii. 
For a Convention at GUILDFORD on Oct. 22nd.-A.J .H.B. 

BOLTON Convention, October 28th, 29th, 30th. 
BAYSWATER Convention, Kensington Town Hall, 

October 27th to 31st.-w.w. 

For Con"entions in India. 

SIALKOT: September 18th to 25th. 
BANGALORE : September 23rd to 28th. 
DARJEELING; September 29th to October 2nd. 
LUCKNOW : October 8th to 12th. 
ASANSOL: October nth to 14th. 

The Opium Traffic. 

· PRAY " that the British Government may grant China com. 
plete release from present treaty obligations tp allow the stocks of 
opium at the treaty ports to g~ into her country.•' -N.B. 

Special Requests. 

For a Christian young man who after yielding to temptation 
has become unhinged in mind through grief for his sin, and through 
fear that there was no forgiveness for him.-J. W.J. 

For the lady translating matter from the Ocercomer, into 
French for Le Vainqueur, as she is greatly tried ,by much conflict 
in so doing.-HJ. 

The Lord's Watch. 
Will any desirous of availing themselves of any light that the 

Holy Spirit enables us to give on the ministry of prayer, address 
their communications te Mr. J. C. Williams, c/o Overcomer 
Office, Toller Road, Leicester. 

a.- It is understood that all correspondents are regular 
readers of the Ocercomer, as the testimony of the paper supple­
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondence, 
Rules governing the " Lord's Watch •' may be had on application 
to Mr. Williams. Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed. 
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The Spiritual Life. 

Hints for Workers.* 
"God's fellow-tl'orkers" (1 Cor. iii. 9), who "watch" 

[for] souls as those that shall .!live accou11,. (Heb. xiii. 17.)t 

r. Seek to meet souls on their own level, and 
to look at difficulties from their standpoint 
(r Cor. ix. 22). Give them sympathy (r Pet. iii. 
8, m.) but gently lead their thoughts away from 
the human to the Divine side. Give them 
encouragement and do not cast them down ( I Thess. 
ii. r I ; I Thess. v. 14).. Always teach them that 
the ground of their peace is the priceless blood 
of Christ, not their feelings or experiences. 

2. Seek to be but a voice used to direct 
souls to Christ. Be willing to pass out of sight 
and be forgotten, and do not allow your thoughts 
to dwell upon the honour of being "used." 
See 2 Car. xii. 15, A.v.; John i. 37; John iii. 26-30. 

3. Fear the human impress upon the souls 
you help, for that must pass away; and covet to 
be but an instrument through whom the Spirit of 
God can work unhindered (Col. i. 29 ; Rom. 
xv. 18). 

4. Seek for grace to discern the working of 
God in souls, so as to co-operate with Him, and 
to be able to wait with, and for Him, in His 
"long patience" Qas. v. 7.). Fear to push 
souls beyond their measure and thus hinder His 
work in them. (See Isa. xlii. 3, 4; 2 Cor. vi. 1.) 
Pray for heavenly wisdom to know the "grace '.' 
wherein a soul stands experimentally (Rom. v. 2), 
that you may lead it on to the next stage. 
Never scold it for not seeing it all at once. 
God is tender with his children and allures, 
not forces them on. Qob xxxvi. 16, m.). See 
John xvi. 12, and r Cor. iii. 2. 

5. Seek earnestly to know the " silence of 
Jesus," and never talk of " where people are " 
in their spiritual growth.! The "measuring 
rod " is for ourselves as to our limits, not others 
(2 Cor. x. 12-17, m). Give diligence to cultivate 
the unity of the Spirit, and do not dwell upon 
"divisions," but pour out the love of God upon 
all who appear to misjudge you. Enter into the 
interests of others (Rom. xv. 2) and be fervent 
in prayer and slow in speech over all un-Christ­
lik~ness (1 Pet. iv. 8). 

6. Seek to manifest that lowliness of mind 
·which makes it easy to take the lowest place 
{Phil. ii. 3). Never argue nor enter into dis-

• May be obtained in leaflet form, 3d. dozen, post free, from the 
-Ove~cnmer Office, Leicester. t References from Revised Version. 

t Conversation concerning others, their spiritual state, and needs, 
•should only be pursued when it gives material for prayer, and actually 
jeads on to definite prayer concerning them. And all this must be 
done in the spirit, and In co-action with the Holy Spirit, not on 

:natural ground, for then it may be described as " gossip," 

cussions that "gender strife" (2 Tim. ii. 23). 
Note the symptoms of the soul-sickness described 
in I Tim. vi. 4 (margin) that you may not 
" minister questions, rather than godly edifying " 
(1 Tim. i. 4, A.v.). 
· 7. Do not dogmatize over anything, much less 

" doubtful " things, nor be anxious to press 
others to walk by your light. (Note 1 Cor. vii. 
17.) Lead souls to search the written Word to 
know the mind of the Spirit for themselves. God 
will ,teach honest souls. Give credit to others 
for integrity of heart in desiring to do the will of 
God. See Rom. xiv. 1, A.v. margin. 

8. Seek to live in unbroken communion with 
God, so that there may be a continuous inflow 
of Divine life to quicken all past knowledge of 
His truth. Light without life is our danger. 
Witnesses are needed to tell out what they know, 
not what they think ; to such testimony the 
Spirit will bear witness also (Job,n xv. 26, 27), 
and the letter of the Word will not merely lodge 
in the intellect of others, but sink into the heart 
and· spring forth into life eternal. (2 Cor. iii. 6.) 

g. If we teach from last week's experience 
without the fresh life of God passing through us 
to-day, we shall .become as "sounding brass," 
empty and powerless ; but if we draw direct 
from the Living Lord, He will make use of our 
capabilities, old experiences, and knowledge. A 
very different thing to our making use of them, 
and depending upon them instead of upon Him. 
See Lev. xxvi. rn. 

10. A soul that is an" instrument" has nothing 
to "maintain"; it ·does not cling to "views," nor 
seek to fight jor God. It prefers not to say : "I 
think," nor" This is my opinion," lest it should 
intrude between God and others ; therefore it 
says: "It is written," and leaves the rest to 
Him. See the attitude of the Lord Jesus in 
John vii. 16, 17. 

I I. The interior and exterior life should corre­
spond. It is therefore unwise to be absorbed in 
the " deep things of God " to the neglect . of 
practical duties, and the winning of souls. Others 
have a right to guage our " spintuality " by our 
"practicality." See I Cor. ii. 10; Ephes. iv. 1, 2; 

1 Thess. ii. 12; 2 Cor. vi. 4, g; I Pet. ii. 12. 

12. Above all things press on to know God, 
and the deepest meaning of the life hid with 
Christ in God, leaving behind all craving for 
emotional experiences and "manifestations." 
See Phil. iii. 10, 13, 14. 

Let your ceaseless position, as to the past, be : 
"I have been crucified with Christ" (Gal. ii. 20), 
whilst moment by moment, under the cleansing 
blood, you " present yourselves unto God, as 
ALIVE from the dead, and your members as 
INSTRUMENT.s of righteousness unto God. . .. " 
(Rom. vi. 13). J.P-L. 
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The Way to Freedom. 
Back to Normal. 

Question : When a believer discovers that he 
has fallen into a passive state, and into · the 
deceptions of Satan. how can he get back to his 
true " normal " ? 

Answer: There are many of God's children 
who do not know their "normal," that is, what 
they really are, and can be if they knew the 
truth about themselves, and what the powers of 
darkness have done with them. They often 
have a false idea about themselves, and live in 
perpetual self-condemnation, self-accusation, or 
sometimes false elation and self-deception about 
their true condition. So many live under a 
cloud of hopeless sadness about themselves. 

If you want light upon your normal, first ask 
God to show it you, i.e., what you can be, and 
secondly, just think of some time in your 
spiritual experience which you look back upon 
as your "best." Then say: '.' If I can be that 
one moment, I can be that all the time. May 
God bring me to that." Then never be dis­
couraged, never give up hope, never cease to be 
persistent in prayer, and keen, pressing on with 
God. When you see something about your­
self that is unlike your real self-i.~., as you 
really are in your will and purpose and attitude 
toward God and sin--as soon as you discover it 
fling it off at once. (See Col. iii. 9). Set your 
will as the "helm" of the ship, in a straight 
course for a victorious life, and through the 
power of the Spirit you will be led to the place 
where you were, or better still where you ought 
to be. · 

When your mind is passive everything is con­
fused, and you cannot see a chink of light. Even 
the truth that would set you free becomes con­
fused, and the devil whips you with it te> drive 
you into bondage or despair. But every bit of 
truth that comes to you should be deliberately 
!aid hold of; you should turn it into prayer, say­
ing, " Amen to that. That is my desire, my 
will, and my prayer." Again, you may be will­
ing for truth to come in, but unkno.vingly close 
rourself to it by ~ing .ce~ain attitudes. Cling­
mg to wrong things m your experience-not 
knowing them to be wrong-and believing lies 
aboat yourself, is sufficient to keep out truth. 

When a believer has fallen into a passive 
state, and discovers that he has been deceived 
in many ways concerning "guidance," etc., 
he should take an attitude of neutrality to 
all past experiences, or God can give no light 
on them. Perhaps you have had supernatural 
experiences which you thought were of God, 
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then take an attitude of neutrality to these 
things, and say: "I will keep an open mind 
towards them." If you do that, and they are of 
God, the Holy Spirit will verify them. " Prove 
all things." If you have so settled a thing in 
your mind that it is never open to question, how 
can God show you whether it is right or wrong. 
Nothing real is lost by examination, because you 
ask for light to discover anything that may be 
giving the enemy power over you. It is. of no 
use building on past experience, you must build 
on God. The guidance of ten years ago will not 
do for your present needs. God is an ever 
present now. Count upon Him now. Co-operate 
with Him now. It is better to rest on God's 
character than on any experience. 

Supposing a wrong thought obtained entry to 
your mind ten years ago, that God wanted you 
to take some step, and it was not really of God, 
that thought must be unearthed and refused ere 
you can break free from it. Immediately you 
take this attitude of neutrality to the past, and 
are willing to have all tested in the fire, you will 
find God quickening your memory to recall things 
you had quite forgotten, so that you are enabled 
to examine them in the light of truth which you 
now have. Then all that experience may be 
turned into an asset for the Kingdom of God. 
How? Every thing that the powers of evil 
have done may be used against them now for 
the deliverance of others. Your own spiritual 
history becomes a " college training " for your 
equipment to help others. Instead of . being 
crushed and discouraged by your discovery of 
the way you have been ensnared by the wiles of 
the enemy, take this attitude : " The devil bas 
tricked me, but now I will save others from fall­
ing into his snares." (See Luke xxii. 31, 32.) 
This examination of experiences brings you to 
the ground of reality. 

A Worker : It also brings you into the ~arfare 
with the powers of darkness. The reason why 
many do not come into it is that they do not 
realise what the enemy has done, or can do in 
their own lives. When I saw that they had 
robbed me of ten years of my life, my spirit 
burst out as never before. I saw that they had 
deceived me, and robbed me of precious fruit 
for God-then I went against them in hatred. 
The faculty that loves is the faculty that hates, 
and your love for God and righteousness should 
make you hate Satan and his hosts as well as 
evil of every kind. Let us take the attitude 
now that we are against them as a whole. Let 

. us give our lives to this. The devil is fighting 
against God, and against His children ; shall 
we not join with the Holy Spirit in His 
lifting a standard against all the powers of 
darkness? 
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Workers' Conference at Keswick. 
A Worker's Conference was conducted by Mrs. Penn­

Lewis in the Wesleyan Church, at Keswick, on Saturday, 
July 20th, and this was happily followed up by her con­
ducting the morning and evening services in the sa.me 
Church on the Sunday. There was a large attendance 
a.t the Conference, many manifestly seeking light on 
deep personal need. Some most vital cases were dealt 
with, and the eager desire for help was so manifest, that 
further Conference hours were arranged for ihe Monday, 
in the morning and afternoon. 

The speaker outlined the dispensa.tioneJ. position of 
the Church, and the reason why the Spirit of God is 
lea.ding the Church to understand how to recognise and 
resist the ever-deepening oncoming tide of the hosts of 
evil upon the world. She pointed out what is manifest 
to eJ.l the people of God, that the tide of evil which is in 
the world is becoming blatantly open and supema.tureJ.ly 
evil, and that the Church is now dispensationeJ.ly in the 
position she was not in even ten yea.rs a.go, that is, 
having to meet a. Satanic tide which is pra.ctica.lly the 
beginning of the manifestation of anti-Christ and the 
tribulation. 

As all dispensations have overlapped one another-i.e , 
a.s the Jewish dispensation overlapped the Christian one, 
and the Christian dispensation gradually began before 
the Jewish dispensation closed-so we a.re a.t the present 
time in the over-lapping of the dispensations.I close of 
the present age, therefore the Church of Christ is moving 
forward not only to the coming of the Lord, but is in 
some measure meeting the terrible overwhelming dark­
ness which will be upon the earth when the Church is 
caught a.way. 

The Porthcawl (Glam.) Convention. 
We rejoice to hear from various sources that this little 

twig of the Lord's planting shows signs of strong and 
sturdy growth. The Convention was held in a tent near 
the Esplanade at Porthcawl, from September I to 4, and 
in the absence of. Mrs. Penn-Lewis who was in Finland, 
Mr. J. C. Williams, of Matlock, presided over the 
meetings. The attendance was exceptionally good, 
a large number of friends from South Wales being 
present. 

To our Correspondents. 
The Editor regrets that through absence a.broad, and 

pressure of work preceding her going, she has not been 
able to deal with " Our Readers' difficulties," as hereto­
fore. The accumulation of questions will be dealt with a.s 
soon as possible. 

Communications aolmowledged with thanks from W.T.A. 
(India.), M.A.L.W., E.V.R. (Austra.li&), M.J.H., G.S.H. (B. 0.), 
L.A.H., B.S.S. (Oa.na.de.), W.J.M.. (Ohio), T.D. (Nagercoil), W.B.M, 
(India.),. G.A., N.B., G.T. (Ohina), G.W. (Melbourne), D.S.W., 
M.M.. (uhina), a.E.L., A.H.R. (Oa.n&da.), A.G. (N. s. w.;, M.E B. 
(China.), M.A.R., K.D., E.G., O.L.V.B., A.L.M., H,H-D. (Canada.), 
W.B. (Australia.), S.O., L.B. (Nth. Queenala.nd), E.W-H., B.A.B., 
E.W.J. (PhiWpines), J.'8.L, (Egy.11t), 0.0., E.G,W. (Geneva.), 
F.E.C., E.R. (Hull), H.H.0. (Bre.zil),P.:M.W., 0.A.B., O.P., C.F.F., 
A.H.R., M.B., L.M.0., J.T. (Ne.ta.I), A.S., W.E.O., B.P., M.A.C., 
Mrs. M.H. (S. Africa), A.J.H.B. 

The Editor acknowledges with thanks the many booklets and 
pamphlets sent to her, whioh cannot be mentioned in deta.il in 
our pages on e.ccount of limited spa.ca as well as time for cars­
f u! recuUng. For the ea.me reason we a.re not able to give 
notices of books, with but a. few exceptions from time to time. 
~ Will correspondents please write on one side of paper 

only, and in clear and black handwriting. Letters requiring a 
personal answer should-when convenient-have stamped envelope 
for reply, and a request to that efEect, otherwise the Editor will 
understand that acknowledgment through the O()ercomer i6 
sufficient. 

"Le Vainqueur." (The "Or,erCDmer,") 

An 8•page paper Issued monthl:y, conslstlnll entlrel:r ef 
articles from the "Overoomer," translated Into French. 
Edited and Issued b:r Pastor H. Johnson, 61 Rue Chanz:r. 
Asnleres, Seine. France. 

Those who desire to share in sending the truths of the 
Ove,-comef' to the French-speaking people should send 
their gifts to the Corresponding Secretaries :-

Mrs, BADFORD THOMSON, Eirena, West Hill, Putney, B,W. 
Mias COPE, 86 Baotory Road, Button Coldfield. 

Received for Mr. Johnson's work in France. 
JJ'rom June 10th 1918, to Septem'bl/7' 10th, 1918. 

Per Mias Oops-(~) £1 (Personal), (44) £1, (46) 101· (per Editor 
of Overcomer), (46) 5/·, (47) 10/· (Persona.I), ({8) 10/- (Persona.I), (49) 
£1 (Personal), (50> 5/- (l'ersone.l), (1) 15/•, (2) 18/- (per Editor of 
Overcomer), IS) £1, (4) 4/6, (5) £5 (Persone.J), (6) 8/4, (7) 8/·, (8) 15/-, 
(9) £1 lls. Tota.I .815 14&. 10d, 

LE V .A.INQ'OEtm l!'OB SEPTEMJIEB conte.ins :-" The Cross the 
Centre of Unity"; "L!bere.tion of the Mind"; "We.r on the 
Saints" (continued) ; " Love, The Spirit of true Beviva.1 •• 
(Finney); "The Judgment Seat of Christ"; "Hewing Aga.g in 
pieces"; Notes of Month. 

A Valuable Book on the Scriptures. 
"CHRIST IN THE SCRIPTURES," by A. M. Hodghin. 

A book like this of 250 pages for x/6 net, is a monument 
•to the purity of motive in the writer, and the business 
ingenuity of the publisher, A. Holness, Paternoster Row, 
London. It is a joy to read and commend such a book. 
Indeed, it commends itself by its clearness, its truthful­
ne!IB, its usefulness, its readiness, its suggestiveness, and 
its purpose. It never departs from its title. It begins 
with" Abraham rejoiced to see My day," and ends with 
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

To the writer the Bible is an organic unity, and Christ 
is the centre. Christ is the key to the Old Testament 
Scriptures, and He is the heart of the New. He can be 
got out of the Scriptures because He is in them, in rich 
and abounding measure. 

This book should be scattered broadcast by believers, 
for the help of the younger generation to-day, confused 
and-troubled by the Adversary's attacks on the Scriptures. 
It should be 01·dered dit'ect f"om the publish,rs.-Verax. 

Books received. 
"CHRIST RrsEN." A FACT, by D. M. Panton, 5d. post free. 

Holness, 13 and 14 Paternoster Row, E.C. One of Mr. Panton's 
valuable pamphlels, dealing with present day departure from God's 
Truth according to the Scriptures. "TH1t Caoss," by G. A.. Johnston 
Ross, l/• net. Fleming H. Revell Company. "H&ALINO VIA 
RsD&lllPTION," David Treharne, 1/6, Jarrold & Sons, Warwick 
Lane, E.C. "THE S&CR&T OP PRAYER, by E. E. Byn1m. 2/6 net. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, London. We have also received 
some chastely beautiful Text Motto Cards, from Mr. H, E, Maraom, 
Bible Depot, 315 Broad Stteet, Birmingham, entitled: "The 
Ebenezer Series." The price, One Penny each, Alao Bible Beek­
marks of equal suggestiveness, at the same price. 

&e" Any of these bcoks and cards shmdd b1 ordned. from Boal,.. 
seUns, or direct Jro,n tlw Publislw,s. THE "Ovncolll&R" 01.'l'Ic& 
CANNOT SUPPLY THEM. 

" War on the Saints." Workers' Fund. 
As applications continue to come, donations to the Fund, u 

well as applications for a copy of the bc,ok by workers eligible 
for a grant, may be addressed to Secretary, c/o " Overcomer" 
Office, Toller Road, Leicester, 

..,.. Pray for every copy sent out, especially to 
Missionaries m the field. 
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(The Cross is the touchstone of faith;) 
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The Conquest of the Al R. 
"THIS Jesus which was received up ... shall 

so come in like manner ... " (Acts i. II). 
These words, spoken by the heavenly 

messengers to the watching company of disciples 
on ascension day, settle without any possibility 
of question the fact that the "very same Jesus" 
they saw go away into heaven will return exactly 
the same way that He went; and with the very 
same resurrection body in which He passed out 
of sight. The Personal Return of the Ascended 
Lord is the hope of His people. It is more than 
a "doctrine." It is a FACT which should be as 
-real a fact to every child of God, as the Fact of 
the Cross, and the Fact of the Resurrection. 

"EVERY MAN THAT HATH THIS HOPE IN HIM, 
PURIFIETH HIMSELF EVEN AS HE IS PURE," wrote 
I ohn, showing the effect of the hope of the 
Personal Return of the Lord in relation to the 
believer's attitude to sin, and all that purification 
means in respect to the soul-life, and the world 
and many other things. "I COME QUICKLY: 
HOLD FAST ... " the Lord Himself said to John 
in His message to the Churches, showing the 
incentive of His Personal Return in relation to 
the endurance and triumph of the Spirit in 
suffering in the very time which we · now are 
passing through dispensationally. "That HouR" 
said the Lord, "which is ... to TRY them which 
dwell upon the earth ... " (Rev. iii. rn). · 

We have written much in our pages of the 
"Battle of the Ages," and the evil supernatural 
causes of the deep tribulation of many of the 
Lord's people. Let us not fail to keep before 
us the glorious prospect beyond. Let the PERSON 
oF° THE LoRD-the very same Jesus who died on 
the Cross and passed into the heavenS-:-be ever 
before our sight. HE is the Hope of His people. 
HE is coming. HE has been CC expecting" so long 
(Heb. x. 13). Is HE not weary of waiting? HE 
is watching. HE. waits for an OVERCOMING 
people. It is not a weary, feeble church that is 
to be translated, but a TRIUMPHANT one. Child 
of God, ready to faint in the battle, your "hold­
ing fast" has wider issues than your personal 
overcoming. Brave warrior, your keen, "push" 
on (Rotherham, Heb. vi. II) in desire to be 
"purified" at the cost of the knife of trt:1:th, 
piercing even to the marrow, has far-reaching 

consequences to the Lord and His people. 
Press on. "Give diligence that ye may be found 
in peace, without spot, and blameless in His sight 
(2 Pet. iii. 14). Never forget that if HE is 
coming, WE are preparing to GO to meet Him at 
the rendezvous He has appointed" IN THE AIR" 
(1 Thess. iv. 16, 17). The conflict with the evil 
aerial hosts (Ephes. vi; 12) is the SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE for the CONQUEST OF THE AIR, the type 
of which is being seen around us in the material 
world to-day. The spiritual battle prepares the 
watching children of God for the TRANSLATION 
to the place IN THE AIR where we shall MEET 
HIM Who has waited so long. This will be the 
true conquest of the AIR. 

" 0 my soul, march on I " 
"0 m:9 soul. march on with st~ength/"" (Judges 1', 21, R. V.) 
• • The Lord looked upon him, and said. Go in this th:9 might 

•. the Lord is with thee, thou might:9 man of oalour!'" 
(Judges oi. 14, 12.) 

" In the Lord , . • able to stand." (Eph. oi. 10, I I,) "O MY soul, march on with strength I'' 
Cast thy doubts and fears away l 

He is with thee, mighty soul-
Trust thy Captain day by day. 

" 0 my soul, march on with strength I" 
Christ has called thee to the fight: 

Jesus is thine All-in.All: . 
"Go in this thy strength and might." 

" 0 my soul. march on with strength I" 
E'en though foes around thee press, 

" In the Lord •' thou' It conquer all : 
Trust His love and faithfulness. 

" 0 my soul. march on with strength l" 
Life is not a little thing ; 

Gird thy heavenly armour on, 
Thou art called to serve a King. 

•• 0 my soul, march on with strength I'• 
No more vain regrets and sighs. 

Canst thou not the battle bear ? 
Just ahead He holds the Prize. 

• • 0 my soul, march on-with strength l '• 
"Stand" in Jesus' Name alone: 

Fight and wrestle, watch and pray, 
Then at length thou' It share His Throne l 

"More than conquerors through Him." 
Gladys Dobson. 
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The "Knife" even to the "Marrow.'' 
By the Editor. · 

"For living is the Word of God and energetic, and 
more cutting than any knife with two edges, and 
penetrating as far as a dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, of joints also and marrow .... " Heb. iv. 12. 
Rotke1'kam. "THE School of the Cross is the schoo_l of 

light," said Tohn Bunyan, and in no 
passage in the Scriptures of Truth is 

this fact more keenly set forth than in the words 
a.hove quoted. For although it is said that the 
" Word " of God is living and active, and sharper 
than any " two-edged sword," the metaphor of 
the passage points to that word of God in its 
connection with the Cross. 

The metaphor is directly taken from Levitical 
typology, where the sacrifice laid upon the 
brazen altar has to be scrutinized by the 
sacrificing priest, and laid bare by the penetrating 
knife, even to the joints and marrow, letting the 
light in upon the innermost part of the sacrifice, 
which has been brought as an offering to God. 

The Brazen Altar foreshadowed the Cross of 
Calvary, and all the sacrifices offered on that 
Altar foreshadowed primarily the Great Sacrifice 
of the Cross offered once for all for our sins 
(Heb. ix. 26, 1 Pet. i. 19) by Him who gave 
His own " precious Blood, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot." But secondarily­
not in an atoning sense-the sacrifice on the 
Brazen Altar also typified the redeemed one 
offered to God as a whole burnt offering, needing, 
as described in Heb. iv. 12, the "knife" of the 
Priest to " divide " soul and . spirit, and in that 
work penetrating even to the marrow of the 
one under the Dissector's knife. 

The Divine Dissector's Knife. 
Commenting on Heb. iv. 12, " The main point 

here," writes Rotherham," is that whether the 
activities of mind take the form of direct 
intuitions of the ' spirit ' or are coloured by the 
likes and dislikes of the personality-of the soul 
-in any case the word of God is able to sift 
them and sit in judgment upon them ; . . . the 
Divine Dissector's knife, and it alone, can resolve 
man into his constituent elements ... " As 
much as to say: "As penetratingly and uner­
ringly as the human dissector can sever from 
each other 'joints and marrow,' so penetratingly 
and unerringly can the Divine Dissector make 
a clear and complete cut between • soul and 
spirit ' notwithstanding their intimate and mani­
fold relations" _(Rotherham). 

The Brazen Altar speaks of the Cross. · The 
sacrifices laid thereon speak of the Cross. The 

dissecting work of the Priest speaks of death and 
the Cross. The "knife" which He wields is the 
cutting truth of the Cross, which demands the 
yielding to the death of the Cross, all that the 
word of God judges as belonging to the old Adam 
life manifested through the a venues of the "soul." 

The "knife" even to the "marrow" I This is 
the work which the Divine Dissector is doing, 
by His Spirit, in the lives of many of His 
children who have yielded themselves to follow 
Him in His path of obedience unto death-even 
the death of the Cross. Under the knife HE 
proved Himself to be a "lamb without blemish 
and without spot " ; under the dissecting knife 
THEY prove themselves to be NEEDING most 
deeply the purifying, severing work of the Cross. 

The Severing of Soul and Spirit. 
But why the "knife" penetrating even to the 

MARROW ? Why the severing of " soul " from 
spirit ? Someone has said that" for all • practical 
purposes ' soul and spirit can be looked upon as 
one ! " But looking · upon " soul and spirit as 
one" when God's own Word says that the work 
of His Word is to DIVIDE soul and spirit, even 
penetra?ng as far as the "MARROW," is directly 
frustratmg the work of that Word, and the fruit 
of hindering the power of the Truth of God is 
terribly "PRACTICAL!" 

What if the Church is all "soul" with little 
" spirit " for the Holy Spirit to work through, 
because it is taught to look upon " soul and -
spirit as one?" Is not the disaster a" practical" 
one ? Are not the Churches becoming worldly 
and dead because of the lack of " spirit ? " Are 
not the divisions among Christians terribly 
practical in result, and do tltey come from "soul" ,r 
"spirit?"* 

But_ what then is the "soul?" For pi:actical 
purposes we must understand, so that we do not 
hinder the Dissector's knife in its work. Briefly 
put, the " soul" is the personality of the man, 
and stands between+ spirit-the seat of the God 
consciousness-and the body-the seat of the 
sense and world consciousness. 

The s~,ul, or pe~sonality, either expresses 
through 1t (1) the life of God from the spirit 
(2) its own life from the source of self, or (3) th~ 
animal life of the body. AND IT CAN Do so 
FROM THESE THREE INTERMITTENTLY, i.e., the 
man being dominated by the " spirit " one 

• The regenerate human spirit is the " Divine nature" communl­
ca~d !-0 man and the Holy Spirit abides in the" spirit" as His abode, 
usmg1t as His organ both Godward and manward. 

t See Dr. Andrew Murray in the" Spirit of Christ." 
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moment, the next the " soul " life rises in 
domination, and sometimes-even in those who 
are fully given to God-the physical life gets the 
upper hand when it is yielded to undue physical 
demands. 

Again let us ask why the knife must penetrate 
in its dividing, until it reaches even to the marrow 
-the very essence of the inmost being of a 
believer ; penetrate through all the outer being 
making up the human personality of man; 
penetrate until in its intricc!,te work it skilfully 
"divides" the immaterial element of that which 
we call '' life " as derived from the first Adam 
(1 Car. xv. 45-48), from that which is called 
"spirit "-derived from God in the new birth 
Qohn iii. 6). 

It is a far deeper work than that knife work 
referred to in Gal. v. 17, where we are told 
that the " flesh lusteth against the Spirit"* and 
the" Spirit against the flesh." In this case the 
spirit life and the "flesh " which may be briefly 
described as the old Adam life manifested 
according to Gal. v. 19, 20-is in conflict and 
opposition; the old Adam life in its fleshly aspect 
to be dealt with by the Cross (see Gal. v. · 24, 
Rom. vi. 6). 

The dividing work in Heb. iv. 12, is a severing 
of the old Adam life manifested in the personality 
of the soul, from the spirit in which the Spirit of 
God dwells, and the dividing work is done by the 
light and cutting power of TRUTH. 

· Wh;y the Knife e-oen to the Marrow. 
But why must this be done? Because only 

thus can the man become spiritual and dominated 
by the spirit; because only so far as it is done is 
the " spirit " of the believer divided from the 
interpenetration of the fallen life of Adam in its 
soul guise, and actually JOINED in ESSENCE to the 
Spirit of Christ. 

The pierpose of the knife penetrating even to 
the marrow, in its dissecting dividing work, and 
the far-reaching issues depending on the work 
being done, we cannot exhaustively deal with 
now, except in passing to say that the " Pattern 
on the Mount " for the Church of Christ as out­
lined in John xvii., can only thus come to pass, 
and the pattern of the Church as the Heavenly 
Body of a Risen Head, as revealed to Paul and 
described by him in I Cor. xii., and chapters 
iii. and iv. of Ephesians, can only thus be ful­
filled. In each of these revealed " Patterns " 
we find described a one essence with God, in ·Christ, 
which is only experienced by a PURE SPIRIT, and 
which is hindered up to the extent that there is 
any admixture of "soul." 

The Lord who is a Life-giving Spirit, is never 
• This can be large or small " s." The regenerate spirit Is the 

new nature, and the ·•flesh" is contrary to this, quite as much as 
to the Spirit of God dwelling In the spirit. 

joined to the soul, nor has He any "communion" 
with the soul-element of the first Adam. Spirit 
to spirit (see John iv. 24), is the law. 

The regenerate human spirit must, therefore, 
not only be cleansed from the "filthiness of the 
flesh," but from the ":filthiness of the. spirit" 
(2 Car. vii. 1), which is occasioned not only by 
sins of the spirit but by every rising up of the 
lower soul-life. Paul says here that the believer 
must cleanse himself I This can only be done by 
the man recognising the light of the word of 
truth on what soils the spirit, and co-operating 
in will to refuse all that is revealed as the 
Divine Dissector does His work. 

But how does this work out in the life is the 
primary question. How can we discern what is 
soul and spirit? Granted that we are under the 
Divine Dissector's hand, and we know that the 
cutting knife is at work, how can we co-work 
with Him ? How does He do His work, and 
what are the marks of its being done? 

An Experimental Contrast. 
Let us first contrast the diverse characteristics 

of "soul" and "spirit" in one experimen~ 
form. A pure spirit in pure spirit union with 
Christ in God was manifested in Paul, when, 
knowing by the Spirit that "bonds and afflictions'.' 
lay before him, he said " none of these things 
move me, neither count I my life de~ unto 
myself so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to TESTIFY ••• " (Acts xx. 24, A.v.). 
A pure spirit life such as Paul knew, moves with 
God, and IN Gon ; moves on like the planets in 
the heaven, unmoved by men and afflictions ; 
moves on in calm knowledge of the Divine 
purpose for the life; moves on to do the will of 
God, accomplishing its own life purpose with 
joy, though "Demas" forsakes him, false 
brethren slander him, and he is beaten withrods, 
stoned and shipwrecked, in perils of every 
kirid, cast out, and driven from town to town. 

The soul-life, on the contrary, is like the 
seething sea : it fluctuates with the opinions of 
men, it is cast down or lifted up with apparent 
failure or success. It responds to " souls " who 
are in "affinity " with it, and turns from others 
not congenial to it. It sympathises with suffer­
ing that moves its feelings and bas no eyes to 
see the deeper needs of the suffering one. It is, · 
in short, the NATURAL. character of the man 
manifested in its own particular form, undealt 
with by the knife and the Cross. In such a one 
soul-characteristics dominate, and the spirit 
characteristic$ of Christ have no vehicle of 
manifestation, e.g., the "timid" soul closes the 
door of his personality to the " boldness " given 
by the Holy Spirit ; the "active " soul is deaf to 
the restraining voice of the spirit ; the lazy soul 
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is . unmoved by the spirit sacrificing zeal for 
God. In l:>rief, the personality of the man­
the soul-man-is clogged in every department of 
his being, with the old Adam life of nature, and 
the Divine nature in the spirit is thereby 
rendered almost inoperative. 

The soul-life, in truth,mayhaveits "beautiful" 
characteristics. It can be (naturally) bright, 
buoyant, cheerful, energetic, and even joyous, 
but it remains "soul," not spirit. It can be fed 
by praise, and strengthened by support from 
other "souls," and even fed by self-inflicted 
martyrdoms if its natural bias tends that way. 

Is it all "sin"? Nay, not sin in action, but it 
is sin in state, because it all has its origin in the 
fallen life of Adam. It is " sin " in that it 
breaks fellowship with God, in spirit, even when 
it is unknown, for its activities cloud the spirit, • 
and cause the true spirit life to be variable 
ll). its. manifestation. 

And more than all-and here we come to the 
· most acutely serious side of the . subject-the 
soul-life IS AS MUCH GROUND FOR THE WORKING 

OF EVIL SPIRITS AS THE "FLESH." This is only 
another way of saying that the entire fallen 
Adam life in every form, manifested in fleshly 
guise, or the natural · life · in the characteristics 
of the soul, is poisoned root and branch* by the 
serpent's bite in· Eden. 

The Soul-life Ground for the Enemy. 
We say this with deep consciousness of its 

·solemn import. · I ts issues are easily to be seen. 
The Church is passing through its last " lap " at 
the close of the dispensation, and each member 
is tasting of the fiery trial of the "evil day." 
The soul-life, as well as the "flesh" life, in each 
one is open ground for th~ deceiving hosts of 
Satan. Therefore we have to face not only the 
existence of the" carnal," and evil natural soul­
life among the children of God, but the " carnal" 
and soul-life plus the evil svpernatural. 

Only spirit can unite with spirit. Only spirit 
can resist spirit. A carnal church is helpless 
before a spirit-foe, and a believer in whom the 
evil natural life is dominant is likewise powerless. 

We have asked WHY the knife of truth must 
be wielded by the Divine Dissector, so that it 
penetrates even to the marrow of the redeemed 
one ? The reason lies far beyond the personal 
advance of the believer. It has world-wide 
issues to the Lord and His Church. Upon it 
depends the fulfilment of the dispensational 
purposes of God. The Christ on the Father's 
right hand is waiting for.His foes to be· made 
His footstool ; waiting . for a spiritual Church in 
whom and through whom the Spirit of God can 

• The life of nature is no. other !ban the life o~ the soul, deformed, 
perverted and poisoned, 1n all ,ts extent, In its fountains and its 
streams, In its r&ot and its branches .. . "-Upham. 

work unhindered; waiting for spiritual souls to 
lay hold of His Calvary victory and triumph 
over the invisible spirit foes. For this He w:aits 
and labours. Yea, labours in intercession and 
watching love, as He takes the knife to the very 
marrow of His blood-bought ones. 

How does He do the work ? Briefly we may 
say, on the Godward side (1) by letting the spirit 
foes of evil attack all that is attackable in the 
soul-life, to bring to light all th~t is of. the 
old life of nature as ground for their working; 
(2) by pressure of every kind upon the old life 
of nature to crush out its power to live. 

On the believer's side (1) by his yielding to 
death, in bulk, the entire old Adam life ; ( 2) his 
seeking power to discern its manifestation and 
then yielding it to the cross in detail; and (3) by 
his steady attitude of the will, in which he 
(a) refuses, in toto, the evil natural life and 
(b) chooses, in toto, the life of the spirit (see Rom. 
viii. 5, 6). . · , 

" Tlie knife, even to the marrow 1" How many 
of the fully surrendered children of God are 
finding this true to-day? The Word of truth 
is searching out the intricacies of their inner life. 
They are now seeing their restiveness under 
pressure to be the soul-life; their "natural" 
antipathies and congenialities to be not of the 
spirit, but of the natural man; their craving. for 
" success " and appreciation of others, to be the 
soul-life seeking food for its own sustenance; their 
gloom and.depression in conflict or strain to be 
the "natural man " under pressure of the enemy; 
their love of " bright meetings " and " happy 
fellowship," and their shrinking from conflict, 
hardship, isolation, loneliness, to be the.natural 
soul-life, and not the spirit which triumphs in _ 
all that is contrary to nature, shines brightest 
in darkness, rejoices in tribulation, in persecution 
and shame. 

The Soul-life Failure in War/are. 
How subtle the danger, and how grave the 

issues of the domination of the soul-life at the 
present time. The spiritual vision may be 
opened to see the state of the Church, the rage 
of the spirits of evil, and the call to the heavenly 
warfare of Ephes. vi.; the believer in glad faith 
may respond to the call and press on to the 
spiritual plane of aggressive warfare aga.ilhst the 
foe-

BuT THE PRESSURE COMES. The opposition of 
the enemy, indirectly through others, and directly 

· in attacks upon the believer; appears in due 
time. The "natural'' soul-life sinks. It cannot 
stand.. It is like a " marsh " or a sponge, yield­
ing before the pressure of the foe. The old 
Adam life opens like a sponge to the super­
natural foe · who poisoned it in Eden. The 
spirits of darkness (Ephes.vi. 13) wrap around the 
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man, and he does not understand why. His will 
is firm; his faith is . strong; his spirit is truly 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit-but-why weight, 
pressure, irritation, distraction, restlessness, 
weakness, helplessness, and a thousand other 
sensations working within the sphere of his 
outer man ? Why the lashing of the enemy on 
body and mind, whilst (possibly) he finds he is 
able tci pour out of his spirit as out of a fountain 
full of light and truth and power ? 

It is through the s01d-life that the spirits of 
evil have swept in. The ground may be the 
activities of the old Adam life manifested 
through the personal characteristics of the soul. 
Let us take an example: 

The ·• soal" danger in experience. 
The Divine. life in the spirit of the believer 

may move the man to activity. He moves for­
ward to action, but unaware of the danger of the 
intervention of the soul-life arid the way to guard 
against it. His soul-life catches fire so-to-speak, 
from the spirit, and he bounds on in the activity 
of the soul, not knowing he has " left behind " 
his spirit. The spirit cannot be heard in its 
protest-the man is "enjoying " the bounding 
forward of his soul-power. He no longer heeds 
the spirit. . It is out of action. The soul­
energy seizes hold of him and he swings off into 
the natural realm. of his own soul-buoyancy, or 
power. In Paul's language, he began in the 
spirit, but not_ watching to walk step by step by 
the spirit, he now "ends in flesh "-or :fleshJy 
activity, for he rapidly descends from the, 
"natural" to the ":fleshly." Then as he loses 
the spirit touch and control, the watching aerial 
foes seize their opportunity, and quickly rush in 
behind the soul-life tide, and swing the man into 
action which rapidly gets beyond his control.* 

How important it is, then, that believers 
should KNOW their need of the Divine Dissector's 
knife to sever u soul" from "spirit," and how 
can they know tha~ need if they do not under­
stand its importance fo~ the practical purposes 
of life. 

Alas, how rapid can be the descent from the 
spirit into the natural plane, and ultimately to the 
;plane of the :flesh. Alas, how few who ascend 
into the spirit by the movement of God in the 
:spirit, know how to abide in the spirit, mind t)le 
:spirit, and move forward with God in the spirit, 
-detecting and refusing . the attempted intrusion 
or diversion of the natural soul-life. 

"The knife even to the marrow" is the only 
remedy-,-the appeal to the Divine Dissector to 
do ·His work of severing soul from spirit, and 
the man then gladly consenting to let the " soul " 

•Probe.bly this is just whe.t·be.ppens when believers get swung 
off into uncontrolle.ble a.nd wild a.ctions in seeking the Fulness 
of the Spirit. .The beginning ma.y be true e.nd then they swing 
o1f into "soul. 0 

be poured out unto death. In other words, the 
cutting work of truth reveals what is soul and 
what is spirit, and as the light reveals and cuts, 
the victim yields the soul-life to death. 

'' He poured out His soul unto death " is said 
of the Calvary Victim, who thereby emerged to 
the Risen life on resurrection ground. On the 
Cross He committed His spirit to the care of 
His Father. His spirit went Godward, whilst 
His "soul" went down into death,* to pass 
through death into the light of heaven. Even so 
must it be in figure with .the believer. The 
" soul " must pour out its life unto death, to 
live by the spirit life in union with the Lord 
from heaven. 

The" knife "-even to the marrow. Even so, 
0 Thou Divine Dissector. Let Thy Cross be 
to us a" school of light "-that we may walk in 
light, and dwelling in light be prepared to meet 
Thee at Thy coming. 

Praying always with all prayer." 
Ephesians oi. 18. 

LORD. teach us how to pray l 
· With prayer to bind the foe, 

With prayer to loosen csptive souls, 
For whom Thy blood did flow. . 

Lord. teach us how to pray l 
With prayer to stand our ground, 

With prayer to weaken Satan's hold, 
Where' er his grasp is fouad. 

Lord. teach us how to pray I 
· With prayer to scale the heights. 

With prayer to burst the gates of heaven. 
· And claim our blood-bought rights. 

With prayer to reign in faith 
~pon Thy Triumph-Thcone I 

With prayer to learn all Thine is ours. 
And we are Thine alone. W.A.D. 

"War ~n the Saints." Workers' Fund. 
This Fund is now entirely exhausted. In the name 

of the large number· of · missionaries, ministers and 
workers, who have benefited by it, we gratefully thank all 
who have contributed to .it. We wish we could share 
with the donors to the Fund, the many testimonies which 
have come of light upon dark perplexities in life and 
service, and definite deliverance from oppression of and 
bondage to the enemy. Some who have been granted 
the book have found it so valuable that they send a thank­
offering that others may be helped as they have been. 
Two workers write :-

" When the book ' War on the Saints' was first pub­
lished we were granted a copy free, as we were not just 
then able to pay for it. We now return many thanks for 
what we have learnt from it, and gratefully send you 6/6 
that some other hungry soul may have one . . . :: 

As applications continue to come, donations to the 
Fund, as well as applications for a oopy of the book 
by workers eligible for a grant, may be addressed to 
Secretary, c/o "Overcomer" Offloe, ·Toller Road, 
Leicie!!ter, 

• N oUor "purging," but in sa.criftce. 
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Paul's em_phasis on the Cross. 
By the late Rev. W. D. Moffat, M.A. 

Shortly bsfo1's his depa,-tu1'8 to bs with Christ, on October 3, 
1912, M1'. Moffat commenced an a1't1cle jo1' the "Ovel'come1'," 
of which but one MS. page could be found amo111:st his papers. 
This one page ws print, and by the ki11d1iess of his wife add to 
it notes of a sel'mon p,-eached by llim 011 the th8me of the paper 
he had commenced to write for our pages.-ED. 

" Before whose eyes Jesus Christ was PLACARDED 
among you ..• crucified."-G:al. iii. I. 

BOTH Professor Ea.die and Bishop Light­
foot pi;efer the word " placarded " to the 
phrase "evidently set forth" of the A.V. 

of this verse. We .think this rendering is better 
than Weymouth's "vividly portrayed," although 
he certainly improves on the A.V. Where one 
wore. can be used to convey the meaning of the 
writer a phrase is superfluoua. The backsliding 
of his Galatian converts had filled the soul of 
the Apostle with astonishment · and alarm. 
Hence this letter of remonstrance, entreaty and 
warning. The one thing on which his whole 
ministry was based-the Cross-was being set 
aside as worthless. 

They were drifting back again at the bidding 
of false teachers to legalism and its bondage. 
He professes that such conduct i's to him incom­
prehensible. They must have come under the 
spell of some witchery to have so soon and so 
easily lost their bold of the truth. " 0 senseless 
Galatians, who bewitched you?" he cries in 
mingled pain and wonder. "You," he seems to 
say," You of all men, before whose eyes Tesus 
Christ was placarded among you .• ; crucified !" 

We do not dwell. however, on the circum­
stances which evoked this remonstrance. We 
turn rather to notice the emphasis placed upon 
the Cross in the Apostle's ministry. 

The nature of the emphasis on the Cross. 
To begin with, let us be clear about one thing, 

Paul's intellectual greatness. About that, both 
his friends and enemies are agreed. The fact 
that the Jews of his own day sent their best 
teachers, men of high intellectual calibre, to dog 
his steps and traverse his preaching, proves that 
they recognised his intellectual power to be of 
no ordinary kind. Wherever he came, men 
found themselves in the grip of an intellectual 
giant. He was a brilliant organizer. He was 
common sense embodied. He was a formidable 
debater. As a trained thinker he had no rival 
while·, about his learning, there bas never bee~ 
but the one opinion, that he was the outstanding 
scholar of his day. · 

(End of tlu on, pag• of MS.) 

We say these things simply becaus~ a man 

like this was not likely to lay a FALSE emphasis 
upon the Gross. 

If a man of his gigantic intellectual powers, 
and of his unique commonsense, made the Cross 
the centre of all his teaching, we may be absolutely 
sure that the Cross REQUIRED this place of pre­
eminence. Nay, more, we may be sure that it 
will alway.~ require it, as long as there are sinners 
to be saved and saints to be kept. 

Of course, if there are neither sinners nor 
saints in the world, then to preach the Cross is 
wasted time and strength, for it is only in relation 
to sinners and saints, that there has ever been a 
Cross at all. 

The Form of the Emphasis. 
Let us notice precisely the form that Paul's 

emphasis on the Cross assumed. He calls it here 
"placarding the Cross before their eyes." 

Nobody in Paul's day-any more than in 
ours-needed to be told what PLACARDING meant. 

The Ancients as well as the Moderns, knew 
how to advertise important things and ·events. 
In our own day placarding has come almost to be 
a fine art. And the philosophy of it all is, that 
it is meant to arrest attention ; to impress the mind ; 
to capture conviction ; to secure action. 

Of course, Paul uses the word placarding here 
not in its literal but figurative sense, but this 
makes no difference to the fact of the emphasis. 
He reminds his Galatian converts of what they 
very well knew, that his preaching of "Christ 
crucified'' had been so vivid, so realistic, so 
arresting, so impressive, so convincing, so p,,actical, 
so effective, that they, had no difficulty in realizing 
the picture for themselves, and in seeing with 
the eye of the mind the whole Crucifixion scene. 
Nay, more, so effective had it been that it had 
won them over to Christ as their Saviour and their 
Lord, and made the Cross precious to them as the 
instrument of thair eternal salvation. 

The Reasons for this Emphasis. 
Paul was always able to give a reason for 

the faith that was in him, and for all his actions. 
Indeed, he almost goes out of his way to adduce 
his reasons for these continual exaltations of the 
Cross. They may be summed up generally in four 
great statements. 

1. The Cross is th8 Centre of the Universe. 
You remember his words to the Colossians :~ 
" God purposed through Him to reconcile the universe 

to Himself, making peace through His blood, which was 
shed upon the Cross-to reconcile through Him, I say~ 
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things on earth and things in heaven" (Col. i. 19, 20).* 

And in this reason he takes his place side by 
side with the Apostle John, when he declared 
Christ to be " The Lamb slain from the founda­
tion of the World." That is to say," the Cross 
belongs to eternity rather than to time, and with 
awful significance stretches with easy and terrible 
reach, not only forward to the last moment which 
shall pass on earth, but back before the founda­
tion of the world." 

2. The Cross is the Centre of the World's history. 
To the Romans he wrote :-
•' No distinction is made ; for all men alike have sinned, 

and all consciously come short of the glory of God, 
gaining acquittal from guilt by His free unpurchased 
grace through the deliverance which is found in Christ 
Jesus. He it is whom God has put forward as a Mercy 
Seat, rendered efficacious through faith in His Blood." 

3. The Cross is the Centre ofthe Church's history. 
To the Pbillippians he wrote :-
.. He became obedient unto death-even to the death 

of the Gross . . . that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 

4. The Cross is the Centre of the Believer's life. 
To the Galatians in the same letter he said :­
.. God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world hath been 
crucified unto me and I unto the world." 

And to them also be said :-
" I am crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live, yet 

not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which I NOW 

live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 

These reasons hold f!OOd for us all here to-day just 
as much as for Paul, and I want to call your 
attention to the lessons they have for us. 

The Lessons of this Emphasis. 
I. THE MORAL MAJESTY OF THE CROSS. 

. Look again at the two first reasons of Paul, 
VIZ.: 

(a) The Cross the Centre of the Universe. 
(b) The Cross the Centre of the World, 

and reflect for a moment. Let me PLACARD 
Christ before your eyes once more. Who is 
He? . GoD IN CHRIST, And now, watch the 
stroke of death as it jalls on Him. What has 
happened ? What could happen to God in ChYist? 
In that moment 

(7) The Cross reached up to God. And what 
did it say to HIM ? It said to Him-" Thou art 
the HoLY God." "Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity." 
It said this : " We, the world of sinners, accept 

*Wedo.not know what translation Mr: Moffat used in 
this and succeeding quotations. Probably he gave a 
free rendering of his own, as he was a skilled Greek 
scholar. 

JVDGMENT-as it has fallen on Christ-as • the 
only adequate acknowledgment of a holy God in a 
sinful world.'" Brethren, we will never under­
stand the full significance of the Cross. until we 
~ee it as the outcome of the divine holiness. In 
this sense the Cross was God's act. The value 
of the Cross to God was that it disclosed and 
vindicated His unc]wngeable holiness. 

But was that all i' No, it changed God's 
action toward us. His heart needed no change. 
His love was always the same, and so was His 
grace. But NOW His treatment of us could be 
diffeyent. His love could operate to change · us 
and bring us into His own perfect holiness. But 

(2) The Cross reached down to man. Look 
again l ! ! 

Who is on that Cross ? CHRIST. Who is 
He? The Son of Man 1 So that humanity is on 
that Cross. Yes I in the person of ChYist the Second 
Adam, the Head of the race, our race is then. And 
in Him our race is, on that Cross, redeemed, and the 
whole moral relation of our ,yace to God is cl,,11,nged. 
But why lay stress on this ? Our Christianity 
is a Yeligion of redemption or it is nothing. If 
Christianity is only a religion of improvements, 
giving men only better food, wages, clothing, homes, 
and. pure environments, then it is a sham and a 
failure, an imposition and a delusion. 

No I No I it is a redemption or nothing. This 
alone meets the need of the world, for the world 
needs an Eternal Centre for its life, and an Eternal 
Authority for its assurance, and it finds these 
only in the Cross. 

II. THE SAVING POWER OF THE CROSS. 
Let me conjoin Paul's two last reasons. 
(a) The Cross the Centre of the Church's histoyy, 
(b) The Cross the Centre of the Believey's life. 
Let me placard Christ again. 
Look at this Church 1 Follow it through the 

ages and what do you see ?-a Church with a 
Cyoss in the Centre. Why so ? Because the 
Church is not a band of disciples, but a body of 
believers. Believers in what ? Believers in 
whom? In a salvation which does not save? In 
a Christ who has not redeemed ? $urely not. 
~ut a Cross which does not say w~akly, "God is 
ready to forgive," but mightily, "God has 
already redeemed." 

Look at the indii1idual believer 1 
"I am Crz"ified with Christ; nevertheless I 

live." What has the Cross done there? • Set the 
soul free from the powers of sin, Satan, the 
world, the flesh, and filled it with Christ. 

Brethren, men are trying to run the Kingdom 
without the Cross to-day. It · cannot be done. 
The Cross alone gives (r) moral freedom. The 
Cross alone gives (2) eternal life. 
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Misconceptions of Truth* {ii.J 
Many of the children of God do not understand how 

serious is the effect in their spiritual lives of misconcep­
tions of truth. A wrong thought of how God works. will 
as effectually hinder His working as a wrong action. 
Particularly in the following extract from •' Wu on the 
Saints " is shown the " unconsciousness " of wrong 
actions, words, manner, etc., brought about by deception 
over truth, and the passive state brought about by wrong 
ideas of "suffering with Christ," and wrong ideas of 
humility and self-effacement.-ED. 

Unconsciousness. 

THE effect of deception on the believer is, 
an. '.' unco1;1sci<;>usness " produced by evil 
spirits, which 1s hard to break. In his state 

of unc~nsciousness, he has no ability to discern, 
recognize, feel or know things around him, or in 
himself. He is " unconscious " of his actions, 
ways and manners, together with a hyper-self­
consciousness which he is unconscious of which 
makes him easily hurt, but " unconscio'us " of 
his own hurting of others. . He has practically 
be~ome stoical, and unable to see the effect of 
his actions in putting others into suffering. He 
acts "unconsciously," without volitional think­
ing, reasoning, imagining, deciding, what he 
says an~ does. His a?tions ~re consequently 
mechamcal and automatic. He 1s ''unconscious" 
of sometimes being a channel for the trans­
mission of_ words, thoughts, feelings, which pass 
through him apart from the action of his will 
and his knowledge of the source.+ ' 

:sufferina.: 
Passivity can oe caused by wrong acceptance 

of suffering. The believer consents to accept 
" suffe,1;llg w!th Christ " in the " way of the 
Cross, and in fulfilment of this surrender to 
suffering from this time on passively yields to 
suffering in ~hateyer for1:3 it,may come, believing 
that "suffei:mg with Christ 'means (a) reward, 
and (b) fnutfulness. He does not know that 
evil spirits can give counterfeit " suffering," and 
~hat _he may accept suffering from them, believ­
m~ 1t to_ be from the hand of God, and, by so 
domg, give ground to them for possession. 
Possession interprets both sin in the life which 
caI:not be got rid bf, and suffering in the life 
which cannot be explained. By understanding 
the truth of possession the :first can be got rid 
of, and the latter explained. Suffering is a great 
weaP?n to control a7:1d compel a person into a 
certam course, and 1s a great weapon for evil 

• Extract from "War on the Se.ints," pp. 87-91. 
t This utterunconaciousnes~ of a.otions, "ways," manners, etc., etc., is r6a!'on11-bly to be. attnbu~ed to a foreign power since a human being m· possesSlon of his res.son of necessity must be "conscious " of his words e.nd actions if he is to be held e.ocountable for them.-ED. 

sp~rits to control men, as by suffering they ca.n 
drive a man to do what he would not do apart 
from its compulsion. 

Not knowing these things the believer may 
entirely misinterpret the suffering he goes 
through. Believers are often deceived over 
what they think to be " vicarious " suffering in 
themselves for others, or for the Church. They 
look upon themselves as martyrs, when they are 
really victims, not knowing that " suffering " is 
one of the chief symptoms of possession. 

Discernina of true suff erina. 
Su!fer~g- directly caused by evil spirits may 

be discrimmated from the true fellowship of 
Christ's sufferings, (1) by a. complete absex;ice of 
re~u.lt, either in fruit, victory, or ripening in 
spmtual growth. . (2) If carefully observed, it 
will be seen to be entirely purposeless. On the 
ot~er hand, God does nothing without a definite 
obJect. He does not delight in causing suffering 
for the sake of suffering, but the devil does. 
Suffering caused by evil spirits is acute and 
:fiendish in its character, and there is no inward 
witness of the spirit which tells the suffering 
believer that it is from the hand of God. 

'.1?1?-e suffering cai:sed by evil spirits can be (1) 
SJYl,ritual, by causmg ·acute suffering in the 
spirit, injecting "feelings" to the spirit, repug­
nant or poignant; (2) soulish, by acute dark­
ness., confusion, • chaos, horror in the mind ; 
anguished, knifelike pain in the heart, or other 
~nnermost vital parts of the being ; or (8) physical, 
many part of the body. The whole life may 
become a prolonged suffering, which seems un­
reasonable, and , the spirits of evil do their 
utmost to arouse rebellion against God for what 
they themselves have caused. 

True Suffering with Christ. 

TIHE Apostle Paul's words can often be rendered 
int6Zligible by phrases. • • • He says: "Not only 
have we peace, with God, but we are put into BUCh 

happy or elevated relations to sujf erilng that we have peacs 
im. this troubled lllllistence." .A.gain, the renderings " llllJ­
perience " im. tha old, and "probation" in tha revised 
version, are unsuitable to tha line of thcught. The Apost~ 
is enumerating dispositions, and not states. The disposition 
ea:pressed im. the original is a sense of worth or approval, 
something which is much needed by poor afflicted humanity, 
to see the gold which emerges from the assay of pain.• 
The Groek instinct was wholly right, that mere suffering 
is a disreputable element which discredits the univtl1"se. 
But the death of Ghrist puts us into a fellowship of divine 
suffering, which displacllB the bitterness of shame; and 
the love of God is so actively respond,ed to that sweetness 
is suffused within. /Selected..) 

~ Mee.us an assayed or approved cha.re.cter. To transla.te tbil! word by_ "experience" or "probation," passes over its re.dioal meaning, which fits beautlfall:r into the e.postle's line of thought. The figure in the word is taken from ths aasay of metals. 
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Missionaries and their work. 
Notes· of a conversation between Mr. Evan Roberts and some Missionaries. 

Mr. Roberts sai,d: 
A missionary may be more occupied with his 

work, than with his life. The test is to keep his 
life right, in the midst of the pressing needs of 
the work. 

Missicnany. I ha.ve realised that, but I have 
n<?t always kno~n how to keep from occupation 
with the work, m order to attend to the life. · 

E.R. It means skill in knowledge of the will 
of God. Ceasing. to do some small piece of 
Christian work looks cruel and wicked in face of 
the need; yet it may be God's will. 

Mis. But the difficulty is to be able to discern 
:what the will of God is. 

E.R. You will find that up to a certain point 
in the Christian life and service, the greatest 
problem is around ourselves. Sometimes you 
have to do thi~gs which appear cruel and unjust, 
a~d yet by their performance you are doing the 
will of God. Take the instance of Christ in the 
Temple, when He was but twelve years of age. 
The Lord might have said, "I will first go and 
tell my father and mother." But He does not. 
He leaves them uninformed of His call to the 
Temple. Na.tura.lly, one would say, "Wh~t a 
cruel thing to be an an.xiety to His father and 
mother." But He carried through the momen­
tous intel'view with the doctors in the Temple, 
as the revealed will of the Eis Father. When 
He had finished, and His father and mother had 
fo~nd Him, they charged Him with neglect of 
filial duty, but He had to charge them with their 
ignoran?e· Although but .twelve years of age, 
H~ remmds them of the profound solemnity of 
His work. There are times when Divine 
moments, and their call, are greater than natural 
claims. The Temple incident was such a one. 
It was ;10 mean gathering-they were "doctors," 
not children. There are times when it seems as 
if natural laws, and express commands, were 
violated in doing God's will, and yet the man is. 
conforming to ~ higher law. (Cf. Matt. xii. 5 
Matt. x. 35, Matt. xii. 26-50.) ' 

The Loneliness of Missionaries. 
E.R.. We are problems to each other some­

times. You will not be lonely only because you 
are apart geographically. You. may be in a 
company, and be very much alone. You may 
be much more lonely in a company, because of 
~he different stages in the spiritual life. But it 
1s very profitable to know God's attitude towards 
these things, and one great need is the right 
attitude towards suffering. 

If we allow ourselves to get burdened in spirit 
or in heart, and troubled in mind, we sell our 
power to deal with the different things. We sell 
that which we need. The more burdened we 
become in the heart, the more anxious we get in 
the mind, and the less we have power to deal 
with the thing burdening us. You sell your 
power the moment you get anxious. 

Some painful or sudden experience occurs, and 
one says to another, "How was it that-- did 
not ' cry ' ? She was . not disturbed, and I was 
shivering." But, in truth, the calm one was 
concerned, but she was reserving power to deal 
with the thing by refusing to be disturbed. You 
dare not waste your "moral" power. There is 
too much waste when you allow yourself to be 
disturbed. · 

Mis. But which way can you stop yourself. 
E.R. The first thing is, let us perceive the 

U'.IlILITY OF RESERVING OUR STRENGTH. Secondly, 
you have to discipline yourself. Although you 
may will, and desire now, not to be disturbed; 
you will not find yourself ready for the next 
crisis. 

Take an instance: You lose a key, and then 
you get disturbed, but in the purturbation you 
have disturbed the faculty which should be quiet 
for effective action. When the memory is 
agitated, it cannot be in active operation as well. 

The difference between true th~nking 
· and anxiety. 

You should know the difference between true 
thinking and anxiety.* You may" think "-that 
is the operation of the mind. You may become 
" anxious "-that too is the operation of the 
mind. But the one is good and the other evil. 
There is an evil anxiety, and the moment that 
comes in nothing but evil can follow, because 
evil never begets good. If I allow myself to be 
evilly disturbed, will that produce good ? Evil 
concern - will that make my concentration 
better ? . I hear about a case, and it is very bad, 
but the moment I hear about it I. say at once, 
"I must not go wrong. I must be recollected." 
The tendency is for the evil you hear about to 
aome in and disturb the power which you. need 
to deal with it. 

The 'problem is ourselves. If the axe be blunt 
more strength must be used to work with it. If . 
a man say" I have no time to grind my axe," 
then he should add, " I must use more strength." 

Alway keep yourself "sharp." Anxiety and 
• Study Ma.tt, vi. 25-84 B.V, 
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evil concern blunts the "iron," then you have to 
use more strength, and it takes longer to get 
through the work. For example : A co:nvert has 
done wrong I You think of it relatively in co!l­
nection with the" churc~," and say" What will 
they think of me, and the district," and it seems 
to you as if the whole of your work had been 
injured through one man's sin. · 

Mis. Is it an evil feeling to be concerned 
about the Name of Christ? 

E.R. It is not evil to be concerned, but you 
may have gone wrong after you heard the bad 
thing, by allowing yourself to be disturbed. You 
can see that that had something. of evil in it. 
But the question is how to detect the evil, then 
how to get rid of it. Evil concern, evil anxiety 
-'-you must discern when these come in. If you 
detect them once you know how to recognize 
them. It is a problem How TO KEEP RIGHT 
WHEN THINGS OB PEOPLE GO WRONG. 

Mis. The difficulty is to discern that which 
is a mixture of evil. 

E.R. It-is difficult at times. It seems as if 
you have to press down your spirit and keep 
yourself down in order that you may not go 
wrong~ It is as if a tornado came and swept 
over everything, leaving your mind in turmoil. 
Then you have to keep right under those circum­
stances. 

Mis. But a great many people think of " suf­
fering for the Church "-saying "I must feel 
for it." You must have a reputation for being 
concerned for the Church, for fear·of what people 
may say. 

The danger of a wrong spirit. 
E .R. That is a great snare. Two people 

meet, and they begin to speak. One says, " Let 
me tell you of a case in my Church." · And when 
they think and speak about the case they go 
wrong. It is not so much that they speak about 
it as that they go wrong in spirit, or in heart in 
that speaking. How to speak about the faults 
of others without being disturbed in our own 
feelings is a very delicate thing. 

Supposing a thought' comes to you. You have 
to discern whether it is good or evil? Suppose 
you go into a shop and see something on the 
counter which you are tempted to takeaway. You 
know that is evil, and that the suggestion which 
came to you that you should take it was evil. 
FEELINGS should be analysed in the same way. 
You may feel a hatred against a person. That 
is an evil thing, which stands out distinctly, but 
this feeling against him when be is wrong is so 
subtle. IT LOOKS so LIKE THE GOOD. If you 
understand how to discern· evil in what looks like 
" good " you would find it a great boon in your 

• Bee Prov. xvi. 82; Prov. xxix. ll, B,y. m.; J&JDes ill. II. 

life. Instead of moving forward to deal with 
wrong, we should at first retire, and see that we 
are right ourselves. We should take the wrong 
to God first, and pray the whole thing through. 

Speaking the truth in love. 
There are many Christians who before they 

know anything about these principles of the 
spirit life, speak with severity. Although not in. 
a temper yet they speak in a severe· tone about 
wrong things. They should not condemn the 
man. Are we sent into the world to condemn 
men ? Who is to condemn? 

Mis. Christ. 
Jj},R. Well, when He condemns He may 

send you with the message of condemnation. 
You are then the instrument. We may be sent. 
with a MESSA.GE of condemnation, but then we 
are not responsible, excepting to speak as G9d 
would have us speak. You must remember .~hat. 
others are fellow-sinners as well as fellow-sailits I 
Were a. man perfect he might condemn another. 
If God sends him with a message he should say 
to the one who is wrong, "Yes I know you are 
drifting back. You did very well the first year. 
but I have seen signs in you of retrogression. 
You have been neglecting your salvation, have 
you not? " Why cannot the " condemnation ,. 
be given in love ? Why close our love. 

Mis. Often, when I have followed exactly 
what you eay, and told the native Christians 
kindly and gently in love, that they have gone 
wrong, then they have thought that I was siding 
against them. They think we are severe. 

E.R. It does not matter then what they say. 
You must not bow down to graven images, nor 
BOW DOWN TO BIN. Were you to do that you 
would lose Divine power. Supposing we were 
out for a drive and had a spirited horse. · I pull 
the reins, the horse does not obey, but I do not 
use the whip. The next time the horse is more 
spirited, and there is more disobedience. The 
third time be is the master of the situation, 
·whereas if I had used the whip and exercised. 
authority at first, I should have been the master. 
Just so. The moment those in your charge 
think they can do what they like with you, your­
power is gone. Of course, it is hard to STAND. 

Mis. And often the test is that all the time 
you a.re speaking to them on the spiritual basis, 
they judge you on natural grounds. 

E.R. Yes, but all that you leave to the 
Judgment Day. You have given up all self­
defence of that kind. And you reserve all your­
evidences to the great Day, still holding firm. 
But people do go wrong in dealing with wrong. 

Mis. Does not there get to be a habit of 
judging wrong, and then speaking in severity?" 

E.R. Yes. What does James say about the 
indignation of man, " The wrath of man does 
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not fulfil the righteousness of God." That is 
what we have to guard against. Although we 
may have wrath against the sin, we must not 
allow it to go against the sinner. 

No initiation of condemnation. 
So much depends on whether you initiate the 

"discipline," or whether. you speak from and for 
God. In the latter case, He must give you all 
you need for that. · We are liable to fl.ash against 
a wrong thing, and initiate the condemnation 
ourselves, because it seems right, but we must 
retire Godward and declare, "I am not to be 
responsible either for the. wrong, or for dealing 
with it." God must give me all the power and 
grace I need to be the_ instrument to do that 
piece of work, if He calls me to do it. Then you 
do it, not in your own name, but in the Name of 
Christ. A great many things have been done in 
His Name without the power of the. Name at 
the back of them. 

A man may speak harshly when there is no 
need. Is that " in His Na.me " ? A policeman 
raises his hand in the press of traffic, as the 
signal to " stop " I He knows he has authority 

• at the back of bis action. So likewise in dealing 
with wrong. God must initiate the action and 
authorise us to say "stop" to wrong. So much 
would be gained if believers were to retire God­
ward, and put the responsibility on God. 

Mis. I am so afraid of going through my 
work mechanically. I feel I shall become 
deadened by these great burdens. 

The work of witnessina. 
E.R. You must understand that a grea.t 

amount of your work, and perhaps the greatest 
amount, is not to teach but to testify. It is as 
if you go into a room, and there are a dozen 
people there. You give the message, but they 
are all indifferent. You go away. But you 
have given a testimony. You must take up the 
attitude that you are a witness, that you are 
testifying. Then you need the patience of the 
witness. A man may go into the witness box 
for a day or a fortnight. He is there to tell 
what he knows, and no more. You must say, 
"I am here as a witness." 

Mis. Our lives testify more than our words 
many times. 

E.R. Yes, but the "testimony" is more 
than for their benefit : God gains by it. They 
refuse to benefit, but in the day of judgment 
God will judge all these souls, and if they have 
refused the wOTds, God will bring forth your 
testimony as a witness against them. 

Do you think your lives are worth nothing ? 
Your sacrifice, your loneliness, your suffering? 
Is it all nothing? If it is nothing, why does 
God send you out into the wilderness? It would 

be power for service were you to realise that 
. you are there not only for the sake of the 
natives, but FOR Gon. Supposing you are the 
pastor of a church, and have all these lofty 
ideals of Christianity, believing that all these 
should be manifested in your Church, but after 
having been there seven years they are still 
missing, do you think you could have the spirit 
to go on, when you see the impossibility of 
lifting the people ? 

Mis. But we have the command not to be 
weary? • 

E.R. Yes, but when you fail in the impos­
sible, you do not try to do the impossible 
henceforth. You SETTLE DOWN TO GO ON WITH 
THE WORK WITHOUT GETTING WEARY. A great 
amount of the weight coming on the spirit is 
because of endeavouring to do these impossible 
things, when they are never expected of us. The 
native Christian mav have been converted 20 
years ago, and to-day has no marks of maturity. 
He was a " babe " then and is only a " babe " 
now. He believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but he does not advance into holiness. 

Why are be/iel)ers not mature . 
Has every Christian since the Christian Era. 

began reached spiritual maturity ? Then why 
should we expect to make everyone spiritually 
mature? If a man be mentally lazy, and will 
not think, how can be become a mature Christian 
when he refuses to be rid of his sin of laziness? 

Mis. Then you would leave him alone? 
E.R. No. Pra.y against the sin of laziness of 

thinking. A great problem in the conflict and 
service for souls, is how to keep without being 
worn out. The enemy thinks to " wear out the 
saints " through all these things. The convert 
may move on to a certajn stage, but in spite of 
all prayer and all exhortation he does not .move 
one inch further. It seems like the tide of the 
sea. It will not go any further than the high­
water mark. It is for us to discern how far each 
soul can go and rel!,d the signs of his terminus, 
so that we do not seek to do the impossible in 
urging them on. 

Mis. How can you do that? 
E.R. If your knowledge of Divine and 

spiritual weapons is great, then you apply all 
possible · remedies to get them to advance. 
Everything that God places at your disposal. 
You should never consider any soul as at his 
"terminus " spiritually until you have applied 
everything you know to his benefit. (Oompare 
Matt. xxiii. 37). There is a knowledge of 
spiritual weapons, which is just like a person 
giving a bunch of keys to you and saying, " All 
my keys are in this bunch, open that door." The 
man may try twenty keys, and then go awa~: 
saying, "I have not been able to open the door. 
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He ceases using the useless keys. · The same 
thing applies spiritually. There are also souls 
who are a "stiff-necked people," and who will 
not he " gathered together " in moving on in 
sanctification, and we with our Lord have to 
confess: "But thou would'st not" (2 Chron. 
xxx. 8; Dent. x. 16). 

Mis. That is quite true of some of our girls. 
We find that we can get things into their 
memories, but as for reasoning power, they 
cannot use that. 

E.R. · And morally it is the same. You may 
get half a dozen people to start at one point. 
Then one goes on so far, and a second further 
than that, but not an inch further. Whilst 
another one may go the whole length with God. 

Mis. What you do then is to get each one to 
go as far as he can ? 

E.R. Yes, and when they will not go any 
further, it is a question of great patience. How 
do you explain why they do not move on· after 
all your prayers and all your tears? It is like 
trying to force an ·engine on through a terminus. 

Mis. Well, there is the question of keeping 
them at the. terminus. 

E.R. Oh yes, if you cannot get them to go 
on you must keep them from going. back. It is 
your duty to keep them at the highest point 
they have reached. If they have testified once, 
keep .them always doing it. If they have read 
their Bible, keep them always reading it. Their 
spiritual stage must not diminish, even if it does 
not increase. . 

Pra;yer for the Mission Field. 
Prayer was a/terwa1'ds made on behalf of the missionaries 

present, and the mission field generally, and appended are a few 
of the se11te11cts 11oted duri11g the prayer-t•me; which we give as 
suggestive to those of our readers wllo are burdenell by the Spirit 
of God to pray for missionaries and:thsir work. · 

0 Lord God, the Master of the vineyard, we ask that 
these missionaries may discern work which is of Thee­
discern between the lesser good and the greater good 
work, and the good and the evil work. Let them do 
nothing to hinder their own work. In the coming years 
may they have fewer difficulties·, and more wisdom, moi:e 
skill, and get the use of their own spirit. 
. May they know what spirit is, and what spirit guidance 
1s,. ~d as they are sure that Thou hast sent them to the 
m1ss1on .field, so may they be sure of every detait in con­
nection with their life and work. Keep them from over­
work and from all work out of Thy will. Keep them 
from being in bondage to the natives. . 

May they not attempt that which God cannot do, and 
not. enter into the domain of other people's work, nor 
break dowµ through doing too much good work, 

May they have all the power of prayer at the back of 
them. May none who have promised to pray for them 
fail them. . . 

May they have all the money they need, all the clothing, 
all the sustenance, all the strength. 

D~ Thou .open the way for more fellowship to lessen 
loneliness; more of Thee and more of Thy saints. May 
they have power to pray not only for their own district, 

but for the whole world, knowing that they are mission­
. aries not only to a section of the Church in India, but to 

the whole Church and the world. 
May they take part in Thy dispensational doings, not 

forgetting the universal in all the local demands. May 
their spirit be universal, and their love able to embrace 
the world. 

May they realise that they are part of the living Body 
of Christ and live for the whole Body. May they be 
joined to the Body in spirit: suffering for the Body, 
protecting the Body. 

May their spirit be c/igeless, not hemmed in by the 
bonds of local work, but siding with Thee in what Thou 
art for, and may they determine on praying universal 
prayers in order to keep their spirit free. 

Give unto them skill in prayer, knowing how to fore­
stall that evil which would exist, how to deal with present 
difficulties, and how to discipline themselves in prayer. 

May they not :fl.ee from any difficulties, nor .prn up 
against them, but stand .firm, and do the right in all 
circumstances and crises. 

May they be calm because they know, may they never 
" make haste " because they ·believe, and never be 
afraid because they are sure. 

If it be Thy will to send more missionaries, may the 
money not fail, nor the men fail. Let Thy will be done 
for all their work-their correspondence, the buildiJ:!gs, 
the Church, the arrangements, and the missionary spirit 
of the Church, and may they be able to use every Divine 
weapon. 

May they know how to use prayer-intercessory prayer, 
commanding prayer, focussed prayer,. exhaustive prayer, 
and know the power of prayer, and how much they 
should expect from it. 

Show them how to turn into prayer the thoughts of the 
mind, the desires of the heart, and the revelation of God 
in the spirit. 

May they not fail to pour out prayer, letting Thee 
answer what Thou dost will. 

Remove the sin of laziness of the brain from among 
the people, stir every 1:>rain and every faculty-the will, 
mind, memory, imagination, and affections, and may all 
the native Christians come out of the physical life to live 
the spiritual life. Make them more spiritual than 
physical, and more spiritual than soulish. Let Thy 
Divine ·power be in operation on the mind, to make it 
work, and to remove the sluggishness and laziness. May 
these and all missionaries have power to concentrate 
prayer on the natives' mind iri order to get their minds 
released for the truth. · · · 

May they fulfil their place in the Body of Christ, and 
serve the Body of Christ by doing missionary work and 
with prayers for the unconverted millions who are spread 
over the earth. · 

Grant that every good thing be theirs, and evil be far 
from their doors. 

May they not be forgotten by· others, and may they 
realise they are not forgotten. 

May the prayer link between them and others be strong, 
mighty. May they not only be occasionally prayed for, 
but put these souls as a burden on one or two or many­
on all that Thou wiliest,· so that those at home cannot 
forget them, any more than they could forget their own 
work. 

Create for them a mighty prayer link, so that while they 
are in India there may be a co-missionary at home, pray­
ing for them, and .fighting their battles in fervent prayer. 
. Endue those at home with the spirit scent (Isa. xi. 3) to 

know their needs without special information, whether it 
be a crisis in health cir a church difficulty. 
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Convict the Church of the sin of forgetfulness of the 
mission field. 

0 God, take hold of these missionaries, take hold of 
their spirit, give them power to endure, power to be 
witnesses, power to be scoffed at, pqwer to be alone, 
power to sacrifice, power to remain faithful when 
forgotten (but may they not be forgotten), and all that 
thou canst give them-all wisdom, all understanding, 
and all grace : let these be theirs, an_d may they under­
stand all prayer. 

May they be able to pray for the district-its moral 
tone, its political tone, and the atmosphere, be it natural 
or spiritual. May they be able to get a good spiritual 
atmosphere and a good natural atmosphere. May they 
pray against depressions in the air, and depressions from 
evil spirits, that the word depression be unknown to 
them in fact. 

May they know how to roll things off mind and spirit 
on to Thee-ROLL them off, and do so by presenting each 
thing to Thee. Give them the assurance that Thou art 
at the back of each undertaking, be it journeying, preach­
ing, or waiting on the sick, May they never find them­
selves too busy to pray, because that means loading 
themselves with burdens. 

May all their pers111nal burdens, their life and work, be 
on Thee-the Mighty One, whether it be holiday, inter­
view, money, visitors, dress, or food. 

When they £1:iel weary, tired, or disturbed, may they 
commit that to Thee. May they pray over things in 
advance, ·and get illumination what to pray for. May 
they not fail to pray, because the thing looks impossible. 
May all their arrangements be in Thy will. 

May they not take upon themselves that which belongs 
to sin, whether in themselves or in others. May they not 
bow down to sin or evil spirits. 

May they fall into rest, and may that be their perpetual 
portion-rest of body, heart and spirit. 

May they not work themselves out of rest, but conform 
to all the conditions for rest. -

May all Divine peace be theirs, all the Divine joy, all 
the Divine rest, and all the natural rest. May they know 
what rest is, experience rest, and may their frame. be 
rested. If healing brings rest may they have Divine 
healing, if Divine life, may it be that. 

May the frame be rested, the nerves, the muscles, the 
organs of the body, the eyes, that Thy work be performed 
the better for this. Give them victory over sickness. 

May they be protected from plague, famine and war, 
from all the dangers from the evff nature, from evil 
spirits, from the curse on creation, and may they not only 
be able to pray evil things out of their way, but pray so 
as to prevent evil things coming into their paths. 

May all the difficulties of language be overcome, both in 
the speaking and translation of it. May there be a perfect 
translation of truth and a perfect transmission of truth. 

We ask this in Jesu's Name. Amen. 

"/. must be good, not for men to ses me, and tiot becauss God 
exists, but because gooi, is good. What would you do if 
t ere were no God 1 W !lat did Gad. do iii the early ages, 

when there was 110 a11gel, a11d man did not ·exist? What was 
God's ince,itive for being IJOOd ? That must be mine. M ,m may 
laugh and scorn, or bow themselves down to me to use ·their in­
ftue,ice, demom may charge me, but I must not be injlue1iced. 
God may reward or be silent, but I must follow that path of 
go11dness undeviatingly. "-Evati Roberts. ' 

Some thinis we tnst God with, some things God tl'1'Sts us 
with. That which God trusts us chiefly with 'is His truth. 
Let 11S get th, girdle of truth girt to us. Truth is ,iot always 
to be had at the same · rice. Buy it we must at any price, b1,t 
sell it upon 110 terms.-Gurnall. · 

The School of Prayer 
and The Lord's Watch. 

·• It is no t110t'ldly warfar• that we are t11aging. The t11eapons with 
which we fight are not human weapon,;, but ar• mighty for God in 
ovllrlhrowing strong fortresses • • :"-Z Cor. x. 3, 4, Weymouth. 

" Concentration " in Prayer. 
Question: . Why cannot I "concentrate" in 

prayer? 
In answering this question it is necessary :first to define 

what is meant by "concentration." It simply means 
that the mind is able to settle and keep fixed on any 
thought or subject as long as is necessary. Obviously 
lack of concentration in prayer is inability to keep the 
mind fixed in prayer or on the_ subject of prayer. 

Lack of concentration in prayer may be due to 
1. The inferference of evil spirits, i.e., the mind held 

by them, through passivity or other causes, or specifically 
attacked by them at the time of prayer. 

2. The effect of burdms on the spirit, which keeps the 
quickening life of the spirit from passing into the mind. 
When the spirit is engaged in conflict, or pressed by 
burdens, the mind may be unable to work untrammelled. 

3. Natural causes, such as from illness, overstrain, 
overwork, overuse, need of rest, neglect in the training 
of the mind to concentrate, etc. 

4. In seeking to discover the cause of lack of concen­
tration in any specific case, the first question is whether 
the ·person is a ~iritual or a "natural " man, i.e., whether 
he lives and walks by the spirit, or after the soul-or 
" natural '' life. The causes might be quite different 
in these two stages of Christian life. 

5. It is possible to confuse" concentration'' with lack of 
knowledge for prayer, e.g., a person may kneel to pray 
and finding that he cannot "pour out," ·attribute it to 
lack of concentration, when it is really lack of knowledge 
of what to pray for. He may have nothing in his spirit 
or in his mind for prayer. In such a case he should pray 
that he may have all the facts necessary for prayer supplied 
to him, and on his part do all he can to secure them in 
order to pray efficiently. 

6. A spiritual man may be confused over his concentra­
tion and the flow from his spirit. When this •• fl.ow " 
from the spirit ceases, he may think that he is at fault 
somewhere in his concentration. Let him recognise the 
difference between the two, and understand that he 
cannot expect, nor be sure of a fl.ow of prayer from his 
spirit ~ach time he has the call to prayer. He must 
pray in "cold blood " from principle when there is no 
spirit fl.ow. · 

7. No man can expect to be efficient in concentration in 
prayer u_nless he has gone through the drudgery of 
schooling himself in concentration in the ordinary duties. 
of life. 

8. If tbe spiritual man miss the Holy Spirit's call to 
prayer he will find it more difficult to pray at another 
time, because he has then to do it without inspiration. 

g. _A bound spirit would hinder concentration in prayer. 
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If the man be conscious of a bound spirit, then he should 
pray not on the desired goal he set out for at the com­
mencement, but turn his attention to the loosing of his 
own spirit. If he cannot go out in prayer let him turn 
attention to his own state, and seek to get himself normal. 
This he may do by definitely declaring his attitude on the 
basis of Rom. vi. 6, n, 13. In declaring his refusal to 
let sin reign he should declare his will to be against 
all in the realm of evil, and all that pertains to the realm 
of evil spirits, and his choice to be for all that lies in 
the realm of good. 

xo. The spirit of the spiritual man may be.so engaged 
in spirit work apart from his mind, that the strength of the 
spirit is withholden from the mind so that it cannot grasp or 
hold to any subject with efficiency. Then he has to 
patiently settle down until there be relief of the pressure 
upon the spirit, which mav come about quicker if another 
-co-operate in prayer : by endeavouring to find out the 
·specific prayers which would adequately express the 
burden. 

I I. If the man be not ••spiritual'' in the sense of knowing 
how to walk after the spirit, he may conclude that the 
-cause of his lack of concentration is not "spiritual," but 
:is either natural or the work of the enemy. If it be 
"natural" (see No. 3) he should seek light from God on 
bow to remove the natural hindrances to a normal con­
-centration of mind, such as ceasing the causes of over­
strain (as far as it may be in his power), and in reliance 
-upon God watching in detail (1) not to force the mind un­
necessarily in optional matters, (2) not to refuse to ''rest" 
-when rest is possible, etc., etc. If the lack of concentra-
1:ion be the work of evil spirits, the believer should defi­
nitely refuse all ground, known or unknown, ever given 
1:o them, and in specific attacks at prayer time, holding 
·the footing of Calvary's victory over Satan and his hosts, 
:REFUSE the right of the enemy to i11terfere with a child 
-of God (Rev. _xii. II). Fidelis •. 

To the Prayer Force. 
We understand from correspondents tha.t many readers 

are faithfully praying along the lines suggested in this 
-column, and we are distinctly conscious in the spirit, of 
the force of these prayers. We also know when these 
prayers cea.se because of lack of information given in our 
:pages, e.g., in Finland the powers of darkness were 
"bound '' right up to the last date given for arrange­
ments in our July-August issue. After this date our 

-Ovenomef' prayer colleagues had no material Jof' p,.ayw, 
and the result was clearly felt in the spirit. Up to Aug. 
:19th in the spirit there was the consciousness of a force 
·moving together step by step; after August 19 there was 
·the sense, in the spirit, of a loss of upholding power. 

We are asked, therefore, by correspondents, as far as 
·possible to give material for steady prayer in this 
. column, and we shall do so if the Lord permits. 

Special Pra-;er Need for the whole Church. 

That every leader and teacher of the things of God to the 
spiritual church. may have clear vision of the truths set forth in 

,the Ephesian epis•le of Paul. i.e •• 
1. The true place of believers in the heavenlies. Eph. i. and ii. 
2. The true organic unity of the Body of Christ. Ephes. iii. 
3. The true meaning of Spiritual Warfare. Ephes. vi. 

We give this subject for prayer again as it is a most vital need. 
.Confusion and division must rdign in the fli3ible church until tlie 

Heavenly organism of the Body of Christ is recognised, and the union 
of every memb•r with tho Head, antl .members s••n to be in an:i of 
the Spirit. 

Pra-;er for the following Conferences and Meetings. 
The Conference for Workers in ECCLESTON HALL, 

LONDON, November 6th. 
Somd 400 workdrs gather here month by month, many being 

"strategic " seuls, repres•nting wide int,rests in .the church. Prayef' 
is need<d to keep tho atmosphore at its purest for the working of the 
Holy Spirit. Pray that this monthly rendesvous may be a pltice of 
delive,oance to many in need, 
The LEICESTER Meeting for Christians, November 13. 
BOLTON Convention (see Advt. on cove,. page iii.), October 

28th, 29th, 30th. 
BAYSWATER Convention, Kensington Town Hall, 

October 27th to 31st.-w.w. 
We give these dates again as this issue is in the hands of many 

readers by the 25th inst. Pray for a clear atmosphe,oe ·•n these 
gathorings, and that the pure " Word of the Lord" tnaY, "r,.,, and 
be ~lorijied." . 
THE LONDON CLINIC CONFERENCE. Conference Hall, 

Eccleston Street, January I and 2, 1914. 
For other Lands. 

France: Pray for Le Vainqueur and Mr. Johnson in his 
work of Testimony, Pray for tlie lady (an ex-Missionary) who 
translates the Ooercomer matter into French. Pray for a clear 
understanding by F r",!lch Christians of the true spiritual life as 
set forth in Ephesians. and of the true meaning of the· Ephes. vi. 
• • warfare .. and ils glorious way of victory. Pray for funds 
for the printing of Le V ainqueur. Especially bind by prayer 
the activity of the evil spirit hosts in the atmosphere in France. 

India : Pray that every Missionary who has become the 
victim of Satanic deception and oppression may be liberated, and 
all Missionaries be able to discern the true working of Cod from 
the counterfeits of Satan in every Convention and place of 
Revival blessing. 

Pray that the educational aspect of Missionary work in India 
may not be forced by the spirits of evil into predominance over 
the spiritual need of the people. 

Pray that Indian ( hristianity may not become a sad copy of 
the nominal Christianity of the Homeland. 

...- We shall walcome specifif wide-lliewed prayers for ot,..,. lands 
sent by Misssonarus, or any with a" mountain top" llision. 

For Literature Seroice. 

Pray: For "War on the Saints." That every believer 
who needs the light in its pages may be able to have a c9py. and 
that the book may fulfil its God-viewed purpose to the church. 

For the " Overcomer." That it may be k~t faithful to its 
ministry, and open to thelight of God from the Throne. unmoved 
by the earth-vision of to-day. Pray that it may contain the 
truth of Go~ in purity, and every reader be moved to pray and 
ponder over its messages. • 

For the MS. to hand of the "Warfare with Satan and 
the Way of Victory,'• in Spanish. Pray that it may pass 
through the Press quickly, and be greatly used of God in Central 
America. 

For the new issue of " The Work of Delivering Souls.'' 
That workers may use it and become equipped for the deliverance 
of bound ones. 

The Lortf•s Watch . 
Will any desirous of availing themselves of any light that the 

Holy Spirit enables us to gi_ve on the ministry of _prayer, address 
their communications tc, " The Lord" s Watch," c/o Editor of the 
Ooercomer. Toller Road, Leicester. 

...- It is understood that all correspondents are regular 
readers of the Ooercomer, as the testimony of the paper supple­
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondence, 
Rules governing .. The Lord's Watch .. may be had on ·application. 
Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed. 

,_.\ 
0 a,/{) 
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Our 'Readers· 'Difficulties. 
We give the foilowing .-epZieB to co.-.-es_pondents, believing that 

they will help othe.-s who have simol,a,r diffi,®ltus . . We are su.-e 
-our correBpondents wiU be gia.d. to share the help t'/wy .-eceive 
with otlw,.- membe.-s of OhriBt. We shati al!ways be oa.-efuZ to 
give no oZus to the identity of the writer. 

B.W. You ask if there is not a danger of getting into 
" introspection " in a• constant. diagnosing of one's 
spiritual condition, which is as 'harmful as constantly 
diagnosing the physical state. 

Most certainly there is, but you must remember that 
" danger " practically accompanies every phase of the 
spiritual life, and that is why Christian workers should 
seek to most thoroughly become equipped in spirit, soul 
and body for their solemn work, so that they can help 
less matured believers at their various stages. 

Please keep in mind that the Overcomer is issued for the 
most advanced spiritual believers in the Church-those 
who" by reason of habit have the organs of perception 
well trained for discriminating both good and evil."* 
There is such a fear among the Lord's servants of giving 
"·strong meat" in spiritual things, that magazines and 
papers are filled with •• milk for babes" (see Overcomer 
for May, page 65), and the worker in lonely places is left 
without fellowship and without light on the perplexing 
problems he has to face. In the spiritual realm I would 
use the parallel of The La11cet for ·medical men in the 
natural. Physicians do not cease to give forth truth they 
know to help other physicians because of the danger of 
patients reading the matter. 

If there are some who have become introspective 
through being shown the scriptural obligation to "discri­
minate themselves, "t great numbers have been liberated 
from bondage and led into a life of real victory and power 
through acquiring the discernment to discriminate. 

The fact is that truth liberates only when it is the truth 
which the soul a.t that moment NEEDS. Believers 
should learn to take spiritually only what. they are able to 
assimilate, and wait for God to reveal what they must 
put aside at the moment. You say :-

(1) •• Do not the words • stand still . . . ve shall 
not need to fight in this battle,' imply •passivity'· •. ? " 
Most certainly not. PASSIVITY defines a condition of 
spirit or soul or body, in which neither are ABLE TO ACT, 
because held by some foreign power. It does not mean 
merely INACTIVITY-the normal condition of ceasing from 
action. To "rest in the Lord," is not passivity in the 
sense pointed out. " Rest," Ruskin says, is possible 
alongside of the most intense activity. Your difficulty 
in this matter is merely a question of WORDS, which need 
defining and adjusting among Christians in view of the 
terrible work of evil spirits among believers, because of 
this very lack of being able to discern " things which 
differ." Thank God if the need for light on this matter 
has not entered your own life, but there are many 
wrecked souls among the most devoted of the children 
of God to whom the light has come as from heaven. 

(2). "Did not Pav.I • take pleasure in his iiifirmities •? 
Are we then· not to • accept ' infirmity ? '' In the first 
place (a) the large number of Christians who settle down 

•.Rotherham. tSee I. Cor. xi, SI, R.V.M and 
cf. Ga.I. vi. 4, SI Cor. xiii. 5. 

to " accept'' " infirmity " ars not "Paul's" in spiritual 
experience; (b) they cannot say that they have been 
definitely spoken to by the Lord and told that He had a 
special purpose in their " infirmities " not being removed, 
and (c) their infirmities af'e a hindrance to God's work in 
and through them, whereas Paul's "infirmities" which 
were allowed to remain, became to him a greater source of 
Diviiie power. They never hindered his work, and they 
counterbalanced the greatness of his spiritual revelations. 
But alas, alas, with many Christians who are hugging 
their "infirmities" to themselves, they (1) have not 
asked for them to be removed, (2) they passively sink 
under them and do not attempt any work for God, and (3) 
often they have no "revelations" in spirit at all, needing 
any counterbalance. Since evil spirits caii be the cause 
of many so-called . '' infirmities,'' a believer should seek 
light from God on the true cause of his condition and NOT 
" ACCEPT " it as inevitable until he is quite as sure, as 
Paul was, of God's will for him. 

(3). •• Where does God make Himself h~d to us?" 
In the spirit where He dwells.• Acute possession by evil 
spirits is manifested in an audible inner voice, as you must 
know if you have seen cases of possession in the foreign 
field. The voice of God is deep in the man's spirit, 
more like a-gentle moniti-m than an audible voice, and is 
easily recognisable by those who have experience. I 
cannot deal with this fully here, but the distinction is 
dwelt upon at length in "War on the Saints." Your 
questions are really mmtal ones, and not experimental. 

(4). "What does Paul mean when he said, 'I live, yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me'?" He meant, assuredly, 
the Living Christ, by His Spirit. He did not mean the 
"Christ corporeal,'' as the theologians say. No believer 
would say that the Risen Lord with His human body 
dwelt in him personally. Believers have not sifted these 
truths, but taken so much for granted, hence the 
ignorance and openness to the deception of counterfeits 
in this day of Satanic power. 

Finally, dear fellow worker in the gospel, your reference 
· to a " hospital filled with all kinds of physical diseases " 
makes me wonder what you are doing in the mission field, 
if it is not as a spiritut1l doctor, sent to deal with all kinds 
of spiritual diseases. No "doctor" who is equipped 
shrinks from training, nor would he be fit to send among 
patients if he was not· beyond the stage of wondering if 
he had the various diseases himself. · 

Yes, it is repulsivs work dealinl( with sin and Satan! As 
we all are '• fellow-sinners," it should make us willing to 
suffer "repulsive'' training, even the training of the repulsive 
Cross of Calvary if thereby we mieht by all means save 
some. May God equip you to fill your PLACE in the Body 
of Christ, and enable you to remember that "all members 
have not the same office." Let us strengthen each one 
to fulfil their ministry even when we ourselves do not 
understand their calling. · 

Brief 'R,eplies. 
M.E.K. You did right in "locating God" as with you. Yours was 

an attitude of living faith, and not of counterfeit manifestation. Be 
at rest. " Greater Is He that is IN you, than he that Is in the world." 

M,I.W. It was found that the address on" Paul's change of atti­
tude •' was not quite useable for our pages. A spoken message greatly 

• As Spirit, He dwells In spirit. Christ dwells in the HKAKT as 
possessing the affections. 
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blest is often Jess "readable " than others more " mentally" given. 
I hope to write freshly on the subject some day. 

Anon. (S. Africa). We thank our unknown friend for the chart 
sent. It is not suitable for use in our pages. 

M.E.S. I greatly regret to find that your donation sent anony­
mously has not heen acknowledged in this column. The Lord ls so 
greatly using the literature that we long to be able to supply the great 
and growing need for 1t·to many who cannot purchase. Again, thank 
you. 

A.J .E. (U.S.A.) I heartily thank you for your testimony. 
A.G. (Australia). You ask if Mr. Evan Roberts ever ·spoke in 

"tongues, 11 and remark that. 0 every one will admit" that he was 
"baptized in the Holy Spirit." No. Mr. Roberts bas never had this 
" sign " I Nor, I think, did John W esle.y or Whitfield. I think a book 
just published, "The Modern Gift ot Tongues," by G. H. Lang 
(2/2 direct from author, Sunnyside, Clayhiddon, Wellinl(ton, Somerset), 
will help you to discern for yourself the truth on this subject. I dealt 
with it in the 011,rcomer for January, 1910, and cannot give further 
space to the matter at present. 

----
T.D. (India) sends thanks for the Double Number of the 011,rcom•r, 

to " the unknown believers at the Matlock Conference . . • " 
· Letters a.cknowledged with ma.ny thanks, a.nd contents prayer­

fully notedt. from J.B.; J.A.M.; M.G.; E.W.J.; F.R. (N.Z.); 
J.B.G.; J.Q,.i.; M.A.P.; A.s: (lndia.); L.S.J.P.; M.A. (Finla.nd); 
B.M. (Tra.nsva.a.l); Miss D. (Forest Gate); J.M.M.; G.B.L.; L.B. 
(Birmingham); S.M.T.; E.F.L.; M.M. (India.); M.A.; P.F., K.D. 
(London); J.E.L.; C.C.; J.C.D;; E.0.8.; W.A.D.; S.E. (Cardffl); 
O.T.; E.W.B.; M.8.A.; T.W.S.; M,W.; E.R.; N.O. (India.); G.P. 
(China.); R.M.B.; F.E.C.; E.K. 

...- Will corresponclents please write on one side of paper 
only, and in clear and black handwriting. Letters requiring a 
personal answer should-when convenient--have stamped envelope 
for reply, and a request to that effect, otherwise acknowledgment 
through the 011ercomer is understood as sufficient. 

NOTE.-Letters are looked upon as strictl:y confidential, 
and if replied to in " Ooercomer," no clue to identit;y is gi11en. 

"Le Vai'nqueur." (The ··011ercomer.") 

An 8-page paper laaued monthly. oonalatlnll entirely of 
articles from the '"Overcomer," translated Into French. 
Edited and lsaued by Pastor H. Johneon, 61 Rue Chanzy, 
Aanleree. Seine. France. 

Those who desire to share in sending the truths of the 
OveYcomeY to the French-speaking people should send 
their gifts to the Corresponding Secretaries :-

Mrs. RADFORD THOMSON, Eirena, West Hill, Putney, 8.W. 
Mias ClOPE, 88 Rectory Road, Button Cloldfleld. 

Received for Mr. Johnson's work In France.. 
F'rom September 10th 1918, to Ootobsr 10th, 1918. 

Per Miss Oope-(lS) 5/· (Persona.I), (11) 10/-, (111) 15/-. Total .Si 10s. 

Mr. Johnson writes that a real solid work is b~ing done 
by means of Le VainqueuY. He knows of two churches 
where the truths opened out in the paper are being 
steadily used. In one church the majority is composed 
of Le Vainqueu1' readers, and in another there are at least 
25 who read it regularly. One young man to whom God 
has greatly blessed the message, visits Mr. Johnson every 
Saturday morning at 7 a.m. to pray for the work and the 
churches in France. Criticism of the truths in Le Vain­
queu1' also comes to the effect that (1) Satan occupies too 
prominent a place, and (2) the ''theology" is detested.• 
It seems that passages oi Scripture quoted have quite 
another sense in French versions of the Bible. We 
understand from Mr. Johnson that there are so many trans­
lations of the Bible in France, that a visitor may take a 
couple of Bibles in the pocket, and go to six churches in 
Paris and find himself unable to follow the reading word 
for word. 

Will the Prayor Forco not• ,,.,quests for Prayer for the rvork in 
Franc• on p. 174. 

• •·•·• one writer objected· strongly to our" theology" of the A ton•ment. 

The OCTOBER number of L• VainqfUUYcontalns:-Tbe Cross as a 
severing power; Christ our refuge; The mind of Christ ; Why so 
few revivals (Finney); War on the Saints (to end of Chap; 2); Prayer 
In relation to man as work. 

NoTE.-Mr. )ohnson has never yet gone to Press with 
Le Vai11queu,- without money to pay for the printing. At 
the time of writing he said the Octebe,- issue might be 
delayed for lack of funds. Phil. iv. 19. 

A Useful ":Overcomer" Reprint. 
"The Work of Delivering Souls," which was given in 

the July-August Double Number of the 0vll1'come1', has 
now been issued in handbook form, with 24 blank pages 
for notes to be added by. workers using it. It has been 
issued in the least expensive way in the size of a s~gle 
column of the OveYcom,,, page, with stiff paper cover, 
price 3d. net, or 3½d. post free. 

Publications Received. 
We have received an almanack for 1914, which 

we think is unique in usefulness. It is entitled, •• The 
Family Altar Calendar," and contains, (1.) A Daily Bible 
Reading with short comment by various well-known 
writers; (2.) A Memory Text for every day; (3.) A Short 
Helpful Prayer for every day. 

Amongst the special Contributors are : The Bishop of 
Durham (Rev. Handley C. Moule), Rev. Dr. James Gray 
(Principal Moody Bible College, Chicago), Rev. R. Carey 
Bonner (Stcnta,-y, Sunday School Union), Rev. T: A. 
Gurney, M.A., LL.B., Mrs. Penn-Lewis, Rev. Dr. A. C. 
Dixon (Metyopolitan Tabernacle), and others. Also selec­
tions from Spurgeon, Phillips Brooks, Webb-Peploe. 
Each page of the Block is perforated at the top, so that 
the Daily Readings can be torri off, while the date 
remains on the pad. The Readings can then be used at 
the breakfast table or any other suitable time. 

The price is 1/6 net. It may be ordered from any book­
seller, or if difficulty is experienced in obtaining it, dinct 
jYom The Patm,oste,- Printing and Publishing Co., 22-23 
Verulam Street, Holbom, London, E.C. 

A packet of the new issues of New Year and other 
cards, by Mrs. L. Barter Snow, has also reached us. 
They are well up to their standard of helpfulness. A list 
of cards and prices cau be .obtained from the writer, 
direct from the Vicarage, Broadway, Worcs. 

From Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier has come a small 
Pocket volume, entitled, ''PERSONAL WORKERS' GumE" 
(1/-net), containing i:he Gospel of John, with instructions 
for dealing with souls, by Dr. Wilbur Chapman. Blank 
pages are inserted for the names, etc., of those dealt with. 

l'Es" Please Nate that only " OveYcom/11' " issues can be 
obtailled jYom the " Overcome1' " ojfi&e. 

A Word to " Centre Distributors." 
From several correspondents we understand that some 

of our fellow-helpers in the issue of the Ove,-com81', are 
feeling the need of a personal visit from some worker able 
to open up the truths in the paper to those who are read­
ing it. 

As several equipped workers are now able to pay a 
visit to.the various centres, will the distributors desiring 
this help, kindly.write us at once, Address, SECRETARY, 
" OVERCOMER" OFFICE, TOLLER ROAD, LEICESTER. 

The Bible Booklet. 
We have received copies of the" Word of. the Cross" 

Bible Booklet just re-issued in SPANISH·, by Rev, A. B. 
De Roos for circulation in CENTRAL AMERICA. . 

Also copies of the same Booklet issued in yet another 
Indian dialect by a Missionary in India, 
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FIDE/ COTICULA CRUX. 

(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.)· 
No. 60. 

To the Church· of God 
"Comfort one another with these words." 

(1 Thess. itJ. 18.) 

THE burden on my spirit day and night is 
the imminent* appearance of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from heaven to tmnslate His saints. 

I pray God to make you ready and to keep 
you ready. May your portion be amongst this 
blessed number that shall be " caught up" to 
heaven. 

Although we know not" the hour" in which 
our Lord shall appear, it is possible for us, like 
Simeon, to have a revelation by the Holy Spirit 
of His coming in our life-time. It appears that 
the special message· of the Spirit to the pre­
pared believer to-day is, " Thou shalt not die, 
but thou shalt be caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air." There is a special unction on the 
prayers, on the hymns-in a word, on every­
thing that has to do with the " translation." 

It is an inspiration to think that " the day " 
is at hand; and that in the twinkling of an eye 
we shall be changed to be eternally like Him. 
In a moment we shall be made sinless-0, lofty 
life I 0, spirit arousing thought I The cursed 
sin finished for ever ! Sin underneath our feet 
for eternity, and we ourselves in full possession 
of God's pure nature, and its beauty and perfec­
tion in each part of us ; and henceforth we shall 
be without. shame, to appear before God or to 
walk amongst angels l 0, blessed hour! 
" Come " is the unquenchable cry of my spirit I 
And to think that such an hour is at the door I 
0, to be ready, and to·finish the work that He 
gave us to do, and to prepare others. 

In a " moment" also our bodies shall be made 
spiritual I 0, happy day I After such tribula­
tion to be in the whole what we are now in part; 
to have a spiritual body as well as to possess a 
perfect spirit. Then, 0 sinless life I then 
untiring work I For ever after this we shall be 
completely spiritual, and our joy a thousand 
times higher than that which we proved in the 
highest an_d most Divine hours of our life. Will 
not this cause us to cry ·aloud, " 0 come, 
heavenly appointed hour I " 

There is a minute pre-ordination at the back 
* This Mr. Roberts defl.nes as" in the near future." On pe.!{e 

.186, he says a "decade" appea.rs to be a "fa.r away" time for it. 

DEOEMBEB, 1918. 

of all God does. The times have been measured 
by God : and it appears to-day that God, through 
the Spirit, is saying, " The second coming of My 
Son is at hand. Be ye ready." 

And then in a moment we shall be cwthed 
with immortality. Henceforth we shall be above 
death and fear and suffering ; and in a day 
which has no darkness nor shadow, we shall 
serve the Lord for ever to His satisfaction. 

" BE YE READY I " 
In this hope, and waiting for His near coming, 

,{~Q~. 
November 14,, 1913. 

" That 13/essed Hope.'' 
Written after reading a message from Mr. EtJan Roberts 

on the near return of our Lord Jesus, in which appeared the 
aentence: "It-appears that the special mesaage of the Spirit 
to the prepared believer to-da;:p is, • Thou shalt not die, but 
thou shalt b11 caught up to· meet the Lord in the air.• " 

"Thou shalt not die, but thou shalt meet the Lord." 
This precious message God has lately giv' n ; 

The Spirit " speaks expressly " to his own, 
To draw our hearts from earth to Him in heav' n. 

"Thou shalt not die, but thou shalt meet the Lord." 
0 glorious goal I to meet Him in the air I 

To be transformed, to see Him face to face, 
.. Caught up together " in a moment there I 

"Thou shalt not die, but thou shalt meet the Lord." 
His word is unmistakable and clear; 

Although we cannot tell the day or hour, 
Yet we can feel His coming drawing near. 

" Thou shalt not die "-then purify thyself.* 
Let Him prepare thee while on earth below,. 

'Tis not for death in these last days we wait. 
But for Translation any moment now. 

" Thou shalt be caught up in the air" to Him, 
Then may thy spirit, soul. and body be 

Preserved entire and blameless, for that hour 
When Time shall merge into Eternity ; 

* 1 John iii. s. 
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.. Thou shalt not die, but thou shalt meet the Lord." 
Then, forward press to vict ry and the Throne ; 

Heed not the conflict, thou art strong in Him, 
Hold fast, and stand, that no one take thy crown! 

"Thou shalt not die, but be cau~ht up to Him!" 
Oh, child of God, what joy surrounds thy heart I 

Thy spirit cries, " Oh I come, Lord Jesus, come l 
Come l that we no more from Thee may part l '• 

Glr•dys Dobson. 

The Fruits of Faith. 
(From Rotherham's translation of Heb. xi.). 

1. But FAITH is of things hoped for a conft_dence, 
Of facts a conviction when they are not seen; 

2. For thereby well attested were the ancients. 
3. By FAITH we understand the ages to have·Qeen :fitted 

together by declaration of God, _ 
To the end that not out of things appearing should 

that which is seen have come into existence. 
4. Bv FAITH a fuller sacrifice did Abel offer unto God 

than Cain, _ 
Through which he received witness that he was 

righteous, 
There being a witnessing upon his gifts by God ; 

And through it though he died, he yet is speaking. 
5. By FAITH Enoch was translated so as not to see death, 

And was not found, because that God had translated him; 
For before the translation he had received witness 

that he had beGome well-pleasing unto God ;-
6. But apart from faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing; 

For he that approacheth unto God-
Must needs have faith that he is, 
And that to them who seek Him out a rewarder He 

becometh. 
7. By FAITH Noah, having received intimatiou concerning 

things not yet seen, 
Filled with reverence prepared an ark to the saving 

of his house-
Through which he condemned the world, 
And of the righteousness by way of faith became 

heir. · 

• By FAITH, being called, Abraham obeyed-
To come forth into a place he was destined to receive 

for an inheritance ; 
And he came forth, not well knowing whither he was 

coming. 
9. By FAITH he sojourned in the land of promise as a 

foreign land, 
In tents dwelling 
Along with Isaac and Jacob the joint-heirs of the 

same promise ; 
:i:o. For he was awaiting the city having foundations, 

Whose architect and builder is God. 
u. By FAITH even Sarah herself received power for 

founding a seed, 
Even beyond the season of life's prime, 

Seeing that faithful she reckoned Him that had 
promised; 

12. Wherefore even from one.were born, 
And as to these things one who had become dead,­

Like the stars of the heaven for multitude, 
And as the sand that is by the lip of the sea, that cannot 

be numbered. 
13. In FAITH all these died-

Not bearing away the promises, 
But from afar beholding and saluting them, 

And confessing that stra11gers and so;oumers were they 
upon the land. 

14. -For they who such things as these are saying ,__., 
Make it clear that of a paternal home they are in 

quest; 
15. And if indeed of that they had been mindful from 

which they had come out 
They might in that case have had an opportunity to 

return;· 
16. But now after a better one are they reaching, 

That is, a heavenly; 
Wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be invoked 

as their God.-
For He hath prepared for them a city. 

Editorial Note, 
Much of the matter we usually give in the December 

number of the Overcomer, relating to the close of the year 
and the outlook for a new one, has been put aside in the 
present issue, to make way for- the solemn call to prepare 
for the Coming of the Lord, which the Spirit of God has 
laid upon Mr. Evan Roberts to send forth to the Church 
and to the world. 

Through the Sovereign Hand of God working out His 
purposes in ways of inscrutable wisdom, the message has 
already appeared in the leading secular papers of Wales 
and many others. 

The paper on p. 182 will throw light upon how the 
message came to him, and how God has released his 
spirit from the dispensational " warfare " burden which 
was laid upon him for so many years. 

We do not doubt but that our readers will rejoice with 
us that the burden of the Testimony against the kingdom 
of darkness, is now off the witnesses, and we can more 
fully tnm our faces toward the dawning Day of the Lord . 

In our January number-if the Lord tarry-we will 
make known the various changes which we purpose 
for the coming year, whereby we hope to meet the 
spiritual needs of the Church of God in view of rapid 
preparation for the Translation Day. Changes based 
upon many helpful suggestions which have come to us 
from correspondents, and which we find to be in line with 
our own leadings by the Spirit of God. 

In the meantime in view of the heavy pressure of the 
close of the year in the Overcomer office, we shall be 
thankful if our subscribers will renew their subscriptions 
at an early date; and remember the need of the Free 
Distribution Fund to enable us to continue the ministry 
of the paper to the ar-away lonely workers who write of 
its value to them in the battlefield. 
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"See that ye be not troubled/": (Matt. :cxio. 6.) 

By the Editor. 

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wa1r • •• 
see that ye be not troubled." 

DOES this not look an impossible thing? 
"SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED." 
" These things must needs come to 

pass." We forget these words to-day. Of 
course the Lord could stop all the " wars " and 
"rumours of wars," but He said they MUST 
coME TO PASS. He told Abraham that the 
iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full, so 
that He could deliver Israel. How long was it 
-400 years? There is manifestly some "must" 
in God's dealings with the universe. He 
" must " let iniquity work out to a head. "These 
things MUST come to pass." But the word to 
the children of God who are redeemed is : " SEE 
THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED," What? Even 
when there are wars 1 Who likes war ? But the 
Bible is a Book of War. It was all war in 
Canaan. Every inch of ground the people of 
God obtained meant WAR. It is generally 
accepted that the book of Joshua typically repre­
sents the heavenly places of Ephesians. If the 
conquest of Canaan is an earthly picture of the 
advance of the Church in the spiritual realm, 
called by Paul" heavenly places," then it is war 
every inch of the way. God's servants are so 
concerned to have things put right on earth, and 
to get succEss, and multitudes of converts, for­
getting that there is a vast realm in the spiritual 
sphere where we have to advance against spirit­
foes and gain every bit of ground by war. 

Advance by conquest. 
It is not only war on earth a5ainst evil in the 

realm of men with ground taken by con­
quest, but in the heavenly (spiritual) sphere 
there are planes of advance, affecting our degree 
of position in the coming Kingdom of Christ. 
The truth is, that directly you are really trans­
lated into the Kingdom of Christ, and actually 
on· the resurrection side of the Cross, you are 
not landed into peace, but into WAR. Then the 
advance in the conquest. brings the believer 
nearer and nearer until he breaks through the 
plane of war into the place "FAR ABOVE PRINCI· 
PALITIES AND POWERS." It is there that you will 
not be •• troubled." For there is an experi­
mental advance in spirit to the plane "far 
above," and THIS IS. THE PREPARATION OF THE 
CHURCH FOR THE MASTER'S COMING. "SEE 
THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED." God wants us 
there. 

* Address at Leicester Conference for Workers, Nov. 13, 1913, 

In this war with the invisible hosts ·God per­
mits them to break out upon the children of 
God to drive them through to the place " far 
above." Therefore listen to the words, " SitE 
THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED." In your home life 
"SEE that ye be not troubled." In the Lord's 
work " SEE that ye be not troubled." Can the 
Lord get a people together to-day who in the 
midst of the gathering storms of hell CANNOT BE 
TROUBLED ? A company of His children who 
will go through the seas of the troubles ?f the 
last days, when the powers of hell are raging on 
the earth, holding the atmosphere for the trans­
mission by their " wireless telegraphy " of :floods 
of lies from the abyss, whil~t they are "shut i?" 
with God as Noah was shut m the ark. "Nation 
shall rise against nation," said the Lord, "~g­
dom against kingdom, and there shall be famines 
and earthquakes .•. but all these things are the 
BEGINNINGS of travail." They are only the 
beginnings, and before t~e Church is cau~ht awa_y 
she will taste somethmg of the travail that 1s 
coming upon the world, but only enough of the 
fiery trial as will purify her as pure gold, and 
prepare her for the Throne .. 

A reign of hatred. 
" Then shall they deliver you up to tribula-· 

tion, and shall kill you, and ye shall be HATED 
... for My Name's sake. And then shall many 
stumble, and shall deliver up one another, and 
HATE one another." What an awful time of 
sorrow when HATRED shall be reigning instead 
of love. Hatred penetrating even the family 
life, when the Lord's children will be by 
" parents, brethren, kinsfolk and friends " (Luke 
xxi. I0-19) "delivered up" to "synagogues" 
(i.e., religious authorities). '.The Lord said, 
"They shall lay their hands on you "-on the 
very persons of the faithful children of God. 
How appalling to read of the effect on ~amily 
life of the travail of the last days of the dtspen­
sation. Have we recognised as a " sign of the 
end " that " brother will deliver up brother to 
death" (Mark xii. 13)? Not to death of the 
body, perhaps, in Great Britain, but "death" 
through the slaying poison of the tongue I 
Brother delivering up brother to the mocking of 
the multitude, without a cause. The atmosphere 
at the " time of the end" will be an atmosphere 
of hatred-appalling hatred--an era of lies unpre­
cedented in the history of the world. In the 
midst of all this the Lord says, " SEE that ye 
be not troubled." "NoT TROUBLED .•. " "NoT 
TROUBLED." " NOT TROUBLED " when ye are 
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handed over to tribulation ; " not troubled " when 
" delivered up even by parents, and brethren, 
and kinsfolk and friends" (Luke xxi. 16). "Not 
troubled." This is the heavenly spirit, the trans­
lation spirit. "Not troubled" because all life, 
hope, joy comes from heaven, and is independent 
of earth. The Lord Himself indicates the 
character of the souls prepared for translation 
at the time of the end-they · may be described 
as THE UNTROUBLED ONES ! Children of God so 
lifted in spirit to heaven, "far above all princi­
pality and power," that they already partake of 
the peace of heaven, and walk untroubled 
through the fiery furnace (Dan. iii. 25), un­
troubled through the deep waters of suffering 
(Isa. xliii. 2), untroubled in the time of storm. 

The place of peace in storm. 
The question is how to get the spirit into the 

realm where it is kept untroubled ; where it is 
kept in the light of heaven so that it views the 
storms on earth from the standpoint of heaven. 
This means that the spirit is open God-ward all 
the time, so that the light of the spirit illuminates 
the mind, and gives it the heavenly view of 
earth's affairs. This heavenly view-point all 
depends on the dividing of soul and spirit. It 
is not shutting the eyes to facts, and pretending 
that they do not exist-for they do. It is to 
have the spirit so separated from the soul-life 
that it is lifted, and kept above, and always 
open to God and to the light of God, and able to 
look at everything from God's standpoint. 

Practically it is in spirit what will take place 
in the translation in the body, when it is taken 
away to meet the Lord in the air. There is a 
rendezvous appointed in the air where we are to 
meet Him. The Church will then be lifted and 
caught up. But the spirit must first learn to 
ascend. \Ve must first get what may be called 
the " translation " spirit. That is, a spirit so 
severed froni the domination of the soul that it 
is always kept cpen God-ward. Then in " the 
twinkling of an eye " we shall be changed ; our 
bodies will be made conformable to the Body of 
His glory, and we shall be like Him. 

We say we are Christ's in spirit, soul and 
body, and we ask Him to sanctify us in spirit, 
soul and body. It is said that Christ" loved the 
Church and gave Himself up for it that He 
might sanctify it, having cleansed it ..•. that 
He might present the Church to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing .... " He was Himself without 
spot. The knife was truly plunged into Him 
when the Father hid His face, but it did not 
reveal a fl.aw in Him. When the priests and 
scribes mocked Him He did not fail; there was 
not a murmur, no rebellion, no resentment. He 
bore the test of the Cross, and He bore up to the 

hilt.the knife plunged into Him, as He died­
not from natural causes, nor because He was 
put upon the Cross, but of a broken heart. 

It is true He was the Propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world, but He GAVE HIMSELF FOR 
THE CHURCH, You will find that the whole 
burning love of Christ is poured out to the 
Church. The love of God is said to be mani­
fested to the world, when "He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not · perish," but CHRIST LOVED THE 
CHURCH, and gave Himself for the Church, that 
He might wagh it and cleanse it. He wants to •._, 
make His Church without spot, and to do that 
He needs to do what the high priest did in the 
tabernacle. He must take the knife, not to cut 
the ·flesh, but something deeper-the soul. At 
Calvary's Cross Christ poured out His soul unto 
death, and committed His spi-rit into the hands 
of the Father to take care of. Briefly, your s_oul 
is yourself, your emotions, your disposition, the 
realm of all that makes up " you." The spirit 
is that part of us which is capable of God con~ 
sciousness. The soul is that part which is 
capable of self-consciousness, and the body that 
part which is capable of sense consciousness. 
Body cannot_ become conscious of spirit. You 
cannot be joined to Christ with your soul, but 
with your spirit. · " God is Spirit, and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit." It 
is in your spirit that you know God. It is with 
your spirit that you feel God, and with your soul 
you become conscious of all natural things. 

The disturbed life of nature. 
There are numbers of Christians who live 

their religious life in the soul, and not in the 
spirit. In the spirit they know God, and then 
the soul-life rises and crosses it, and they lose 
their communion. There is a rising up of the 
natural life which puts a cloud upon the spirit. 
It is to divide these that the Lord Jesus takes 
the knife, that He might lift the spirit out into 
pure spirit union with God, and put the soul 
elements into their proper place, so that the 
spirit rules. In your spiritual life nearly all the 
trouble comes from lack of division between 
soul and spirit. You go back into the home. 
Someone meets you and speaks from the naturall 
sphere, and in an instant you have lost your­
victorious spirit, and the heavenly view of 
everything. Paul says distinctly that they that 
liYe after the spirit "will mind the things of the 
spirit. To guard the spirit is to mind the spirit, 
walk in the spirit, and live in the spirit, so that 
the spirit is always open God-ward, able to meet 
everything from the natural plane without being­
touched. It is easy to go down with a sentence. 
It is just as if you had pricked a balloon. The 
great thing is to keep your spirit untouched with 
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one single dart, or uprising from the soul realm. 
All this light God is giving concerning the 

dividing of the soul from the spirit, is bringing 
about what some have called "the ascension 
life," that is to say, the spirit joined to, and 
e.oting in and with Christ. The Lord has to do 
this work. To bring about the release of the 
spirit the Lord permits all these attacks of evil 
spirits to come upon the children of God. 
Whilst the devtl is raging in the world, he is by 
God's permission a weapon for the preparation 
of the Church for translation. . 

For example, the enemy comes with a blast 
upon you-on your soul life, i.e., your natural life. 
Is that" soul" part now to be above your spirit 
so that it is crushed ? No I If you understand 
your spirit, you lay hold of the heavenly side of 
things, and hold your place with Christ Then 
your spirit " far above all " will triumph over the 
natural side of things, so that you are· untroubled 
in time of storm. 

A new attitude. 
Now let us take a new attitude to the things 

of earth ; e.g., if you knew that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was coming to the rendezvous at eight 
o'clock to-night; how much would you be 
TROUBLED about your household affairs? "Not 
a little bit," you would say, "because I am soon 
going out of it." That is the translation spirit. 
Your spirit is lifted above, by your attitude, as 
you refuse to be troubled. This is the heavenly 
view-point. The Lord is preparing His Church, 
and if your spirit is kept in victory, then the 
Lord's coming will be hastened. . 

Are you ready for the Lord's· coming? ARE 
YOU READY FOR TRANSLATION ? Have you 
thought of taking an attitude toward it ? The 
warfare we have been talking so'much about 
has ·as its ultimate the Lord's coming. There 
is to be a spirit preparation-a spirit open to 
God, and closed to earth, so as to be like Noah 
in the ark. "The Lord shut him in," and when 
the storm came, and the wind blew, he had no 
need to trouble. God did not even permit him 
to have a window in the sid~ of the ark. There 
was only a window in the top, and ONLY A VIEW 
Goo-WARD. That is God's way. The Lord 
make us a heavenly people. We will trust God 
to shut tis in, so as to have only a window on the 
top with a view God-ward. We have to put our 
wills for this. God must get the consent of our 
wills for everything that He does. We will live 
as those who expect to be translated. 

The jaws of the lion of hell shall lose their 
prey. He shall yet see us escape right out .of 
his reach. He can only roar now, but let us be 
blind and deaf to his roar. The result of the 
warfare is the preparation of a people for trans­
lation, and just as we have been helping souls. 

to fight an invisible foe, so we must help them 
now to break out from the warfare plane to the 
place on the top in spirit. You are working 
with the Lord in His dividing of soul and spirit 
every time you say "Amen" to your spirit being 
kept on top. Just as you give your consent to 
your spirit being" far above," so you must say, 
" Lord, I consent to translation," and " I will to 
live for translation," "I will to have the y;indow 
of my spirit opep heavenward ; to se~ ·every­
thing froi:n the God-ward standpoint," "I will 
to let go the things of earth." 

· The· rage of the erect dragon. . 
But the enemy may rage more than ever. He 

has done so over the truths given in·" War on 
the Saints," and h_e will rage over .e:7ery testi­
mony· for preparing the Lord's children for 
translation. According to Rev .. xii. the trans­
lation is going to take place in the face of the 
fiery dragon ERECT . and ready to devour the 
man-child. Not crawling, but erect, with all 
his fangs out : an open mouth ready to devour 
the overcoming souls. . · 

This meets you in your life, as certain as you 
begin to seek to live a heavenly life, and· to 
possess a heavenly spirit. As sure as you take 

. a place above the powers of. darkness, and say, 
" I am going to stand here, and be a conqueror 
by the Blood of the Lamb," you will meet an 
erect dragon ready to devour. Not one'·single 
inch can you advance against the ;kingdom of 
darkness without war at every step. But you 
will find· that " war " becoming your meat; 
You will say, like Caleb and Joshua, "The 
giants in Canaan will be bread for us "-we 
shall grow strong on them. Giants in heavenly 
places ! They shall be ·" bread''. fo~ us, and 
steps for us to mount upon to the throne. 
But mark you, not on an exterio,- or v(sible th,-one, 
untit the Lord comes. Your " throne " will be a 
cross on earth, arid a victor's throne in heaven. 
Christ was Victor on the Cross when He was a 
Victim in the eyes of the multitude. " He trod 
the winepress alone, and of all the people there 
were none with Him." • That was His visible 
experience, but in the invisible His spirit was in 
the bosom of the Father. 

"SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED I" 
Be watching therefore, , . . 

For ye know not on what manner of day your · Lord 
is coming. 

But there is one thing ye know-. 
That if the householder bad known 

· In what watch the tkief was coming 
He would have been on the .alert 

And not have suffered his house to be dug 
through. 

Wherefore ye also be getting rea.<l.y, 
Because in what hour ye are not thinking 

The Son of Man doth come. . 
Matt. xxiv. 42-44.-Roth,rham. 
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The Translation Message of Evan Roberts. 
"B1 faith translated . .. ," Heb. xi. 5. 

"AS he was, so he is-THE SAME EVAN 
ROBERTS," writes Awstin, the recorder 
of the Welsh Revival, in his report to a 

Welsh newspaper, of the interview he had with 
this man of God, on Saturday, Nov. 15th, when 
he told him at the tea-table something of the 
way in which the message of the imminent 
translation of the Church bad come to him. 

To give the message Mr. Roberts is now send­
ing forth to the Church, its due significance, and 
see in it God's call to His people to lift up their 
heads as their redemption draweth nigh, it is 
necessary that they should know more of the· 
man upon whose spirit God has laid the burden 
of the Church in a special way for the last nine 
years. 

Is he the same Evan Roberts in spiritual vision 
and power as when God so signally used him in 
the Welsh Revival? is a question bearing upon 
the value of his message now. 

Yes, "AS HE WAS, so HE Is," writes Awstin, 
the man who ofttimes travelled with him during 
those wonderful days in Wales, and to whose vivid 
pen-pictures of the almost indescribable scenes 
in the Revival, the whole Christian world owe so 
much of its knowledge of those thrilling days. 

Is Evan Roberts " the same " now in his 
principles, and his obedience to the Holy Spirit? 
Yes. Has he a definite law of action which to the 
" man of spirit " is intelligent and intelligible, 
whilst to the " natural man " it appears non­
understandable ? Yes, he is a man of spirit, 
and of principle. No passage of Scripture 
better describes the opposites of the spirit life 
from those of the life of nature 'than the Apostle 
Paul's words to the Corinthians: 

" The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him ; and he CANNOT know them, because they 
are SPIRITUALLY examined ... " (1 Cor. i. 14.) 

That is, the "man of the spirit (Rotherham's 
version) obeys "laws of the spirit" which are 
utterly beyond the reach of the knowledge of 
the natural plane. Evan Roberts is a man of 
the spirit, who knows what :ipiritual things are, 
and lives and moves in the realm of these 
unseen realities. 

What are some of the laws of · the spirit, as 
obeyed by God's servant, yet not understood 
by the world ? The law of the spirit, in being 
able to respond only to ( 1) purity of motive 
in those who seek him out, i.e., Do they seek 
access to him for personal gain ; out of personal 
curiosity; or purely and only as (s) the will of 

God, (b) for the honour and glory of God, and 
the advance of His Kingdom. 

(2) Spiritual, need and seeking after the things 
of the Spirit, i.e., do men seek access to hi~ to 
~) get their speculative questions answered; '{b) 
their mental " views " confirmed ; or are they 
keenly and eagerly open in mind and spirit to 
be taught the things of God ? (3) The law of 
FAITH. No law in the spirit life is more drastic 
in action than this. It is exemplified in the life 
of the Man Christ Jesus, when written of Him, 
" He could not do many mighty works there 
because of their UNBELIEF." Again and again 
the Lord said" verily, verily," yet some of His 
disciples walked no more with Him because 
they stumbled at His words. · 

To Evan Roberts, working as a man of God, 
NOT TO BE BELIEVED means the absolute isolation 
of his spirit from those who do not believe his 
testimony. He says, too" It is waste time to 
combat stubborn unbelief, when other immediate 
and urgent things of the Kingdom of God call 
for attention." 

Since he is a" man of spirit," dominated by 
the spirit-life in strong spiritual maturity, as the 
result of implicit obedience to the laws and lead­
ings of the Holy Spirit in years of hidden walking 
with God, be is well able to understand the 
mind of the Spirit. He cannot open the things 
of God to those who are severed from him in 
spirit by doubt or unbelief. 

Yes. He is the same Evan Roberts as in the 
days of the Revival, and these " laws " of the 
spirit have been recognised and fulfilled up to 
the measure of their knowledge, by those around 
him, who cannot get conversation with him, even 
if present in the same house, if these laws of 
the spirit are ignored ; and thus be is a ceaseless 
" touchstone " to all who are in contact with him, 
as to whether they, too, "walk after the spirit" in 
close fellowship with God. They know that his 
silent unresponsiveness to any step out of the 
spirit is a keener rebuke than many words; and he 
gets from all around him ready service because 
he never makes "demands," and lives in the midst 
of material things as one who is only " passing 
through." "I could not breathe," he said one 
day, "unless I had God in all my thoughts." 
Are others "pressed" with the "work of God," 
he gently says, " It does not say, 'Thou shalt 
love the work of God with all thine heart,' but 
'Thou shalt LOVE THE LORD thy God with all 
thy heart and all thy soul and all thy strength 

, " 
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Such. is the man-more spiritually matured 
than in Revival days-who bas sent forth the 
call .to the Church to prepare for the Coming 
of the Lord. 

How did it come to him? In the verbatim notes 
of the tea-table conversation with Awstin, given 
on another page, Mr. Roberts speaks of October 
19th as the special day when the " translation 
came into bis spirit." None of those who were 
with him will ever forget that Lord's Day, and 
the week that followed it. 

It was only that day that I learned from him 
of three months' spiritual conflict which he had 
passed through without speaking to any, and it 
accounted for the physical condition which had 
troubled and burdened us, and for which we had 
vainly sought the cause. · 

It was in this wise : I well remember some 
time in July in one of the rare moments of 
speaking of his· own experience-he has a 
power of strong reticence-he had said, "There 
seems no place where I can find rest for my 
spirit. It seems there are impending changes 
at hand. Amen to God's will." And the matter 
dropped. 

Later he returned from his sojourn in France, 
uneased physically, and spiritually much more 
burdened. Then off and on he had to remain in 
his room, sometimes in bed, sometimes dressed 
and in his "sanctum," sometimes out for a drive, 
and sometimes pouring out his spirit burden in 
the daily instruction class for Christian workers, 
which is held in the glass-house room in 
" Cartref " garden. 

But the light on all this came on October rgth. 
Two brothers in Christ were with God's servant 
in his room at six o'clock on that eventful day. 
At eight o'clock I joined them, and found all there 
radiant with light which was not of earth. Mr. 
Roberts himself was simply "talking heaven" 
with an unction and a presence of God which 
made one instinctively bow before God in ador­
ation and worship and godly awe. 

"Did you know about the Lord's coming?" he 
said to me. 

" Yes," I replied, " for years it has been the 
hope of many among God's people." "But why 
did you not speak about it to me ? " " Because 
we wait for God to speak to you first, as we see 
that He makes things known to you in the spirit, 
just as other deeply-taught servants of God are 
given truth first hand from Him." 

" But are you READY for translation ?" he said. 
And I could not at once say " Yes." " Why did 
it not fill your mind and spirit ? " be said, Ah, 
why does it not do so with all who watch for the 
Lord's appearing? 

This was the wonderful night when years of 
dispensational warfare-burden on this man of 

God rolled away, as a piece of work accom­
plished in the unseen realm. 

"Now I will tell you," he said, "about that 
inability I had to find rest for my spirit on earth. 
I saw that it would only find the place it was 
needing in heaven. Then I thought that the only 
way for my spirit to reach its place of rest was 
through death, but I failed to understand the . 
nature of the burden and the purpose of the 
thoughts about death in my mind. The burden 
was to pray AGAINST death, and for translation, 
but I could not at first interpret the spirit­
burden. Now I see the mind of the Spirit of 
God. The Lord is coming to TRANSLATE His 
saints. I could not recover physically, and 
yet my spirit was in some mighty grip. Since 
the •War' book was published, spiritual pres­
sure had become greater ;. old weapons failed to 
work, new ones could not be found. . Spiritual 
co-operation was less pronounced; •warfare' as 
I judged it should go on, became less and less 
organised. The spirit-life book which I thought 
God wanted written, was always trying and 
difficult, and I felt as if the Lord Himself were 
only dealing out the light ray by ray, .and yet I 
had no ease of spirit. Repeatedly during the 
year I had to say to myself, and to comrades in 
arms, •Nothing works,' and with the uneased 
spirit my body grew weaker ; more and more 
grew the spirit tension, and weaker and weaker 
my body became in consequence. Then on Oct. 
rgth came a great burst of prayer against death 
for all saints who were then passing through, and 
would pass through it, to the end of time. Not 
only for the saints, but that each man and woman 
and child should pass through death victorious; 
Before long the way of escape from death came 
to my mind; and there followed a voluminous 
torrent of prayer to God for this wonderful 
escape from death by TRANSLATION. Then what 
relief came to my mind I What problems were 
solved I What weight off me, and how clear 
became the future I Not death, but TRANSLATION; 
not dissolution, but a change I What joy ! 
What peace as a result .•• " 

Jesus, Jesus, I Ready, ready, 
Glory be to Thee I May I always be. 

Glory, glory, Come Lord, Come Lord, 
Through eternity I Let me be with Thee.* 

The light had come to him. Death is not the 
goal for the saints at the close of this dispensa­
tion, but TRANSLATION. 

From this memorable Sabbath Day on, contact 
with· this servant of God was truly the "gate 
of heaven." Morning, noon and night he was 
occupied with the theme of the Coming of the 
Lord; searching his Bible, and talking about it to 
various workers whom he would ask to come to 

• Some words by Mr. Roberts set to a simple tune he composed 
. some time ago. 



THE OVERCOMER. 

his room. "Ready! Ready," the song would 
ring out. "You must live ready," he said. "1t 
was whilst He was 'blessing' them that Jesus 
was taken up ! So we too must be ' blessing 
everyone.'" " On the Cross Jesus committed His 
spirit to His Father-that is preparation for 
going. Commit everything to God." " On the 
Cross Jesus said ' Father forgive them .. .' 
Preparation for departure is the forgiveness of 
those who persecute you, and do not know what 
they do .• .'' 

" I have been thinking about the intense 
' whiteness ' of the place. If I am to be 
' changed in the twinkling of an eye ' and made 
sinless, then I can stand going there, because I 
shall be white myself .... " 

" There will be degrees among the saints as 
there are degrees among the angels. Each one 
has his own position. When you get to heaven 
there will be work there, and you· should ask 
now : ' What will be my work there.' Put the 
thought in your mind. Do not be lazy; You 
will be better prepared if you learn what work 
you will have to do .... " 

" What is the first thing that you will do when 
you get to heaven ? The first thing that l shall 
want fo know is 'What is my work here? What 
is my duty here ? What am I here for ?' " 

" In the ' twinkling of an eye ' you are ready 
for work, all the hindrances to work pass away. 
Paul's first question when he was converted 
should be the first question of the translated in 
heaven: 'Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?' 
When Paul came into the blaze of light, those 
were his first words. . . . " 

"We must get ready to be accustomed to the 
place quickly. If people feel 'awkward' when 
they get to heaven, it will be their own fault. 
God will be there. And there are " many; 
mansions " there I There will be many places- ; 
your place and mine .. ~ .'' · 

"One preparation for heaven is to learn the 
language of heaven. There may be intellectual 
preparation as well as moral preparation. You 
do not want to be a dullard in heaven.'' 

Is this not an object lesson of preparation for 
the Lord's Return ? Does it not mean that to 
be READY is to so partake of the spirit of heaven 
as to be there in all but body ? · But is this man 
in his own estimation infallible and sinless ? 
Nay. " I, too, must watch," he says, "against 
the old Adam-life that it is kept crucified. . . .'' 

* * * 
It was not until November 14th that Evan 

Roberts saw that God bade him send out a call 
to the Church to " Prepare.'' Nearly a month 
he had prayed, and tested, and sifted his 
"evidences," and then he saw that the dealings 

of God with him for the issue of this message 
ran parallel with His leadings in pre-Revival 
days. Step by step he traced, compared, and 
analysed God's dealings. He reminded Awstin 
of the " faith " which was given to him at the 
seventh hour on the seventh day in his first 
revival meetings, when he found he could 
" believe " that the Holy Spirit would come then 
and now-and HE CAME. 

And do those around this servant of God 
believe that God bas called him to send forth 
the warning cry to the Church, and to the world ? 
They cannot do otherwise, as they too· have 
watched and prayed, and been with him in the 
light of the opened heaven. The;y see him 
already in spirit, as it were, translated ; they 
watch him apparently as oblivious of the judg­
ment of men as if he already stood on the 
heavenly strand; they hear him speak of heaven 
and its glories and its LORD as if be were already 
walking in its light. 

Yes, they believe his message. Not only 
because they see him with Enoch-faith walking 
with Enoch's God, but also because they find 
the witness in their own spirit, and. know too 
that the herald-message of the Coining Lord 
which has flooded his spirit with the light of 
heaven, is in accord wit)l other voices of Enoch­
like believers in the Church to-day, crying out 
with heaven- born faith : 

"BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM . COMETH-GO YE 
OUT TO .MEET HIM ..• " 

Reader, are you prepared for that blessed 
hour? J.P-L. 

The ·Overcomer 1-lfohno.4. :BE strong I Be strong, and thou shalt see thy fo~ 
· · Beneath thy feet. and far below 
· · The Throne ot Christ our God. 

The foe is fierce, hard and strong, 
But thou shalt strike the sweetest song 

Through Christ's triumphant " rod I " 
Be strong, courageous, God is still 
The God of Gods, and thus no ill 

Ca~· harm His child. 

Be calm and rest, may blessings flow 
Upon thy head, and keep thee high 

Above the tumult and the cry 
Of earth and hell. Let not the foe 

Defy the Cross. 
Nor let thy "loss" 

Ensnare thee in the noble way 
Of life and death : This is the Godward 
Godlike way-The Cross, the grave-'-
By dying, and by death we save I Boan Roberts 



THE OVERCOMER. 

" Prepare ! "* 
By Pastor Otto Stockmayer. 

WHEN Elijah appeared in a time of wide­
t spread idolatry, he had the definite 
expectation of succeeding in turning the 

hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
children to their fathers, in the extermination of 
idolatry. He was a man sustained by the Word 
of God, and when he, by the Word of God, ca.me 
to the conclusion that there was no deliverance 
for Israel but through judgment, he shut heaven 
that for three years and a half there should be 
no more rain. Then he retired into solitude, 
that he might be alone with bis God, until the 
time should come that he must enter upon the 
marvellous conflict which must precede the 
extermination of idolatry. And still nothing 
definite, nothi!)g permanent, had been accom­
plished. Jezebel, Baal's prophetess, seemed to 
have more power than God's prophet,. and 
Elijah fled, thinking his labour- had been in 
vain. 

As in the days of Elijah, this representative 
man of the Old Testament, there were also, in 
the New Testament times following Pentt,cost, 
backslidings, unfaithfulnesses-a time of going 
back. Who can expl'ain how it came about ? 

Jn the :Middle Ages the darkness was profound ; 
no Bibles, no Divin_ely-anointed witnesses ; and 
into this deep darkness God sent the Reforma­
tion, setting the great truth of justification by 
faith upon the candlestick. It was not, how­
ever, until the last century that sanctification 
succeeded in making its way in the Ohurch,..:....at 
least, in the hearts of some of her members, for 
there are but very few, relatively speaking, who 
go forward resolutely on the way of holiness. 

The redemption of the bod:9. 
And what follows sanctification ? Is it not 

the redemption of the body ? All Scriptural 
justification leads normally to sanctification-it 
is its organic fruit. If I am justified, loosed, 
and washed from sin in the blood of Obrist, it is 
not that I should continue to live for myself, but 
that henceforth I should walk in holiness before 
God. For centuries there bas been delay-even 
retrogression, which has constituted a chronic 
condition of weakness in the Ohurcb. I ask 
myself, in £ace of all this, Are we authorised by 
the Word of God to expect that a trumpet blast 
will replace the Oburch as a whole again upon 
her feet ? I cannot say ; but as far as I under­
stand the Scriptures, God s~ems to wi~hdr~w 
into circles always more restricted ; and 1£ faith 

• From "Prepare," by Pastor Stockmayer. price Sd., from S. E. 
Roberts, 5a Paternoster Row, E.0. 

does not reach out to sanctification, much less 
will it accept that God will take away, without 
dying, them that wait for Him (Heb. ix. 28) I 

By faith Enoch was translated, and all crea­
tion is " waiting for the manifestation of the 
sons of God," who have come to the stature of 
manhood in Obrist. The creation does not wait 
for a new awakening of the Church as a whole; 
but that a company, a "man child," born of the 
Church, shall make their way to glory without 
passing through death. THIS IS WBATTBE DEVU. 
BEEKS TO PREVENT AT ALL 0OSTS, WITH ALL HIS 

POWER. · But the children of God no longer know 
how to find their way; they have not the prophetic 
spirit which puts them in the position to recog­
nise whereabouts we are, and what the Lord is 
aiming at in the present hour. The Lord give 
light to us all, and His own watchword, that we 
may not yield to hopes which only weaken us 
afresh, by efforts which come to nothing ! . . . 

There have been overcomers, I am sure, in all 
ages of the Church, but there bas never yet 
been such a company of overcomers -vyhose lives 
have been a translation of the Bible, taken into 
the glory without passing through dealih, as 
would answer to the figure of the man child .... 

Conquering death b:9 faith. 

That this may take place we must set our­
selves anew to believe the whole Bible as it was 
given to us by the Reformation, and subse~ 
quently by the preaching of many of God's 
witnesses in our Protestant lands. But the 
Church has not been ripe enough to bring forth 
a man child, living out a complete salvation, and 
CONQUERING DEATH BY FAITH-for all the fruits 
of the sufferings of Christ ought to be obtained 
by faith. By the simple expectation that the 
Lord may come any day to take away the 
Ohurch, whether ready or unready, we shall 
never come to be translated. That is not the 
way. Justification is by faith, and is received by 
faith; sanctific1ttion is by faith, and is received by 
faith; and equally TRANSLATION 0AN BE OBTAINED 
BY FAITH. Believe then, brethren, in the supreme 
power of the blood of Obrist ; believe that He is 
able, by the Spirit, to form a group of those to 
whom the Lord can manifest His salvation, full 
and entire, and whom He may take away before 
others, without dying, to His throne. . . . 

•• Nl!.VERTHl!.LESS WHEN THl!. SON OF MAN COl\ll!.TH, 

SHALL HR FIND FAITH ON THE l!.ARTH? .. (Luke­

xviii. 8). This question was not asked without 

the possibility of [the] faith being absent at His advent. 

Let prayer be made that faith may not ~ in earthly 
things-such as in societies, unions, clubs, and other 

organisations--nor in evil supernatural powers through 
deception ; but with a strong living faith in God, let the, 

Church greet the coming of the Son of God:-Evan Robwts. 
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"Be ye Ready." 
Notes of a conrJersation bettlleen Mr. ErJan Roberts and 

•' Awstin "-the Recorder of the Welsh Reoioal-and a feu, 
Christian workers, on NorJember 15, 1913. 

BEFORE the 19th October I was in intense 
spiritual conflict, but on the 19th October 
the " translation " ca.me into my spirit, 

and then I got great spirit liberty. I prayed 
very much that night, and after, about it, and 
then it settled down in my spirit. 

I could not say much about this without 
explaining my own spirit life. It is not merely 
that I perceived it ; that I read the signs of the 
times ; but that it is a specific spirit burden 
I have concerning it. But how much to say I 
.am not sure. All these yea.rs up to October 19th 
the burden on my spirit was the warfare with 
the powers of darkness. It was not that I took 
the ·burden up, it was LAID ON MY SPIRIT, 
WHETHER I WILLED IT o:a NOT. The only relief 
I ever got during those times was when I 
-expressed the whole thing in prayer. In the 
:midst of all that fight my outlook was that the 
warfare would end in the absolute incarceration 
-of the foe. 

Dispen:rational place of warfare. 
In the la.st three months things began to 

,change. It dawned on me that if the hosts of 
.evil are to be put into the abyss there will come 
a moment when the wa.rfare will cease, when 
ithe spirit will be free from wrestling with the 
powers of darkness. Then until the beginning 
-of October I prayed that the whole warfare 
:should stop. Since then the possibility ha.a been 
revealed of the warfare coming to an end. Then 
I saw that there would be a. period of time 
elapsing before the actual incarceration of the 
:foe, and that all this warfare would fulfil the 
DISPENSATIONAL PURPOSES of God. 

I can see now that there has been sufficient 
:Prayer to bring about that incarceration. Just 
:as when we wind up the clock, it does not strike 
immediately. We may wind it at five minutes 
pa.st the hour, and then we have to wait 55 
,minutes. Now I can see the possibility of the 
war with the foe being " wound up " and then 
.an interval until the moment when the time 
comes that the actual incarceration in the abyss 
will take place. But between those times, so far 
,as I can see, there takes place the ooming of 
Ohrist, * the translation of the Church, the 
~esurrection of the dead, and the great harvest 
of souls spoken of in Revelation. When this 
.translation truth ca.me it seemed to fit every­
thing. It seemed as if it were the keystone. 

• 1 Thees. iv. 16, 16, 17; Phil. ill. 20, 21. 

At whatever time our Lord comes, each one 
should be READY. 

(1) There is the warning in God's own Word, 
"No man knoweth the day nor the hour." Then 
(2) there is the evidence of the Holy Spirit 
bringing the faot of the translation into the 
spirit; and (3) the emphasis laid upon it by 
God's own servants, who have studied prophecy 
and know the signs of the times. 

The revelation through the spirit. 
Is it the Roly Ghost revealing it, or is it mere­

ly the heart desiring it as an escape from dee.th? 
Or, is it an intellectual matter-pondering over 
it until the man is filled with it, and he looks for 
it? We want something. mare· than hem and 
mind. We want the revelation through the 
spirit. I know it is not an intellectual study with 
me, nor is it. a thing of the heart, but all these 
days, ever since October 19th, it has not left me 
day or night. We all know what is meant by 
unction : unction upon a conversation, and 
what the liberty of the spirit is. It seems as if 
the unction and the liberty comes on this one 
theme. In the past it was always warfare, not 
evangelistic work and Christian reports, but 
warfare. 

So far as I am concerned, a.lthough so much 
prayer has been prayed concerning the millenium, 
the faith would not come tha.t it was to take 
place in my lifetime ; but during the last thre~ 
weeks of these pre. yers concerning the translation, 
I have more faith that the translation is at the 
door, than I had after the whole five years' pray­
ing in the warfare towards the millenium. 

Whan the light came about the translation I 
thought, " How long will this take to pray 
through ? " I thought perhaps it would ta.ke a. 
year, or a. year and a half. But the burden is 
receding, and the indications a.re that the 
" Advent " is approaching-as if the event were 
at hand. 

The mark of Divine faith. 
I do not make any effort to believe it at all. 

You ask me to believe that I am in this room­
well, I do not make any effort to believe tha.t I 
am sitting here. That is the true mark of Divine 
faith. It is as simple as tha.t. The moment 
there is an effort in the faith it bespeaks the 
human. The moment you make an effort to 
believe there is something wrong. Am I here or 
am I not ? If I question like that there is 
something wrong. 

But in connection with this faith, something 
is put into the spirit and it becomes pa.rt of me, 
and you cannot make it; you must await God's 
preci11e time. 

Now, what we want is a GUARANTElll that the 
translation is at hand. What gives the guarant~e? 
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Is it impressions on the mind, revelations in the 
spirit, or conclusions from the study of the signs 
of the times? There are many ways of coming 
to the conclusion. Those who study prophecy 
may have no experience in the spirit, and that 
is where they a.re likely to be mistaken. 

.Awstin. Then you believe the time of the 
turning of the captivity of God's children is 
come? 

E.R. It is the duty of each one to be ready, 
without any revelation at all, but there are the 
other two additional things. The revelation of 
God and the message of His servants. Although 
we do not know the hour, yet the approach of it 
must be PRECEDED BY PRAYER, so THAT ALL THE 
DISPENSATION.AL WORKINGS OF GoD WILL BE FUL­
FILLED. Simeon himself knew not the hour of 
our Lord's coming, but he knew it when in the 
Temple, and when he took up the child in his 
arms, that it was Christ. 

He is positive as he takes the little Ba.be in his 
arms-he says "This is the Christ." He had 
had the revelation, and when he saw Him he 
knew Him as the Saviour of man. 

The basis /or a translation. 
All this a.bout the translation ca.me into my 

spirit. Intellectually I wanted something to 
stand on, and I said, What is the basis that there 
is to BE A TRANSLATION? I desired some "fa.ct," 
some word of God, in addition to this spirit 
burden. I came to Matt. xxiv ., and read : " One 
shall be ta.ken and the other left,'' and that settled 
it to me. I said, That is the basis that there is 
to be a translation, because a.t a later coming* 
none will be left: all will be ta.ken. That gave me 
the guarantee. Although storms seem to come, 
that cannot be shaken, and I said, WHY CANNOT 
IT TAKE PµACE IN OUR LIFETIME ? Some gener­
ations must live during God's great events. God 
is the same God. He drowned the world and 
saved eight persons. Was it not remarkable 
that one family was saved? Three cities burn­
ing in the plain, and one family escaping from 
them I 

About the translation, I cannot stop speaking. 
There is the impulse in the spirit, and the unction 
on the theme. The difficulty is that of definition, 
of grasping what it means. I ha.ve not studied 
the theme. It does not come from myself. It is 
not from the heart. Things which come into the 
spirit of a man are not of his own knowledge. 
It is not of his mind, because they are outside 

* i.e., When the Lord comes visibly to judge the world. 
There is firs~ the secret "pa.rousia. " which the saints 
a.lone know, a.nd respond to-suddenly disappearing from 
the ea.rth-a.nd then the visible •• coming " when the 
Lord will a.ppea.r with the saints behind Him (see Ool. 
iii. 4; Jude 14). None will then be" left" behind. All 
will see Him (Rev. i. 7). 

his skill. These prayers become revela.tions of 
what God is going to do. Supposing it were from 
myself ? Are there no evidences? I hear of a 
fluttering everywhere. Everybody responds to 
it, and when they do respond to it, I do not 
merely take the response, but I judge it, lest it be 
a. response of the mind or the heart . 

I think it is a grand thing to pass by death, 
and look at tha.t horrible pit as you go by. I am 
looking for a. response from revelation. It is not 
that we want to "hope" that it may be possible, 
nor believe that it is "probable," but will it 
ACTUALLY come a.bout? 

.Awstin. It coincides with so much that is 
going on underneath in Wales and elsewhere. 
There is a.1luttering. It is the theme evervwbere 
in the papers. In Wales, apart from the chw-ches, 
in individuals, there is a. depressing state of 
things in very many districts : ritualistic, and 
running after amusements, and yet in the midst 
of that state there is a living spiritual church, 
there is a living company for God, and among 
these you find the fluttering, even in the midst 
of these people, where in many oases the drunken­
ness is worst. You will find signs of spiritual 
life, but it does not affect the majority of the 
people. 

E.R. Even ta.king the prayers and conversa­
tions which have unction upon them, that is no 
guarantee that the translation is going to take 
place. The man must know where his convic­
tion springs from. His expectation should be 
analysed, in order to avoid deception. God is 
not joined to the heart, but to the spirit. What 
comes from God comes into the spirit. If Elijah 
KNEW he was to be translated, and if the sons of 
the prophets knew it, surely we may have 
evidences! 

Ma:; be at the door. 
.Awstin. Do you feel a conviction yourself of 

anything like a near approach-of a. kind of 
time-limit ? 

E.R. I cannot say how long. It may be at 
the door. It may be next year, or the year after 
next,* as far as I can understand from this spirit 
burden. The prayers concerning it seem to come 
to a close. I thought perhaps we could go on 
for a. year, and then come to a. head, but things 
have come to a head quickly. Had not this 
warfare been carried out, then when our Lord 
ca.me these hosts of evil angels would make 
war. The translated rise into the air, and thEl 
dead arise, and all would be involved in war­
fare. But God means that ~he warfare with 
the evil hosts shall finish before Christ comes, 
so that when the dead a.re raised, and the 

* Note tha.t Mr. Roberts does not say it WILL be. The 
revela.tion to his spirit is in harmony with the expectant 
faith of many at this time.-Ed. 
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translation takes place, the spirit hosts of evil 
shall be bound up. When the message was 
coming to Daniel they stopped it for three weeks, 
and if they were not bound before the translation 
~hey would also interfere with that. 

Then with regard to this great harvest of 
souls which is coming before the millenium. 
What is the cause of the stoppage to the 
harvest? Is it not that all these evil forces 
have been holding in their grip the world. And 
if they be bound up, will not the harvest of souls 
then come? Although they are speaking and 
working and· attacking at the present time, there 
is something DISPENSATIONALLY ACCOMPLISHED. 
The minute hand may go round slowly, but the 
clock has been wound up, and something will 
take place. The war in heaven, the church and 
angels involved in it, and the woman clothed in 
light, intricately connected, and the peril of the 
" man-child," are precisely true to experience. 
It is a· wonderful thing for anybody to have con­
quered the powers of darkness with light. Not 
merely for God to keep the devil back : that is 
God conquering, not the saint. But in the war­
fare chapter of Ephesians, " truth " is the first 
thing after being made strong. It is not know­
ledge, but truth. Knowledge is a word in con­
tradistinction to ignorance, but the devil's main­
stay is his lies, therefore TRUTH is the weapon 
against them. 

The pathway of Jaith. 
God gives the living faith to one sometimes, 

and the faith is so great that others cannot but 
believe. But if they a.re in the darkness it is 
their duty to go to God and get the evidences, 
whether by convictions in the mind, or by 
revelations in the spirit. 

When I saw that Scriptural basis-that it was 
possible-that gave me faith. And when I saw 
those words in the Scriptures, I needed less 
revelation in the spirit. What SEEMS TO BE 
BURNED in upon one is, the imminence of it. 

Awstin. Would it be imminent from the point 
of view of the length of a man's life ? 

E.R. No, it seems as if a decade were a far­
away place for it. I thought it would take a 
long time to pray through. But now it appears 
to roll off my spirit, and I have the burden that 
it may come at any moment. 

It seems as if there is a drive of preparation 
now. Getting the mind accustomed to the 
change, and the heart and life prepared. Not a 
cold wish, but a burning desire : as a famished 
man for food, and a wounded man for healing. 

The marriage feast-everything is ready­
Oome t But they would not come. Again he 
sent out and they would not come. If after these 
invitations souls will not be. prepared, then the 
feast will not be theirs. 

The School of Prayer 
and The Lord's Watch. 

'' It is flO f/lorldly warfar, that we are fllaging. Tiu U1eapons wit, 
which we fight are not ht&man f/18apom, but are mighty for God ,, 
overthrowing strong fortresses . •. "-3 Cor. :<. 3, 4, Weymot&th, 

To the Prayer Force. 
" 0 give thanks unto the Lore! for He is goocl : for His mere: 

encluretb for ever. Let the recleemecl ·of the Lord say so, whor 
He hath recleemecl from the hancl of the enemy, ••• '' 

Psalm cvii. 1, 2. 

"And I heard a great voice in heaven, saying, Now i 
come the salvation, and the power, and the Kingdom c 
our God, and the authority of His Christ : for the accuse 
of our brethren is cast down .... " 

And they overcame him because of the Blood of th 
Lamb, and because of the word of their TESTIMONY ; an 
they loved not their life even unto death .... 

REJOICE YE HEAVENS, and ye that dwell in them. Wo· 
for the earth and the sea ; because the devil is GON 
DOWN UNTO YOU, having great wrath, knowing that b 
hath but a short time .•... "....;..R,v. xis. 10-12, R. V. 

PRAISE for opened heavens, and the deepening FAIT 
that the TRANSLATION of the saints of God is on th 
horizon. 

PRAY that all living members of the Body of Chrii 
throughout the whole world, who have become victims< 
the wiles of the enemy, may lift up their beads and se 
the door opened in the heavens through which they ma 
soon escape to the Victor's Throne. See Rev. iii. 21. 

PRAY that all the children of God may have the: 
spirits open God-ward, and be filled with God-give 
burning desire for the coming of the Lord, separatin 
them from all earth to be a heavenly people. 2 Pit. iii. 1: 

Specific Prayer Needs. 
For the London Clinic Conference, Jan. I and 2, 191, 
For Workers' Conference in Paris,• Dec. 10, n. 

The Loras Watch. 
Will any cleoirous of availing themselves of any light that ti 

Holy Spirit enables us to 11ive on the ministry of pra_Ier, aclclre 
their communications to Mr. J. C. Williams. (" The Lore! 
Watch,") c/o Ecl.itor of the Overcomer, Toller Roacl, Leicestt 

...- ,It is unclerstoocl that all correspondents are regul 
reacl,rs of the Overcomer, as the testimony of the paper suppl 
ments the letters ancl forms the basis of the corresponclenc 
Rules governing "The Lore!' s Watch•• may be hacl on applicatic 
Stamped envelopes should always be enclosecl • 

To Correspondents. 
LETTBBB AOXNOWLF.DGlCD WlTE TBANXB P'ROM A.B. (U.8.A 

M.R. (Ausire.Jie.), C.M.W., M.F., H.E.M, (U.S.A.), L.B., A.T .. 
L.c.s .• 0.A.W., F.M., F.C.B.LL.K. (Australia), ( .T.P., T., 
D.M.P., W.E, M.S.J.,L.M.C.,.1:!i.J.L.,J.l'tf. (IDdia). E.K., F.8., 
M.G., N.P.:., F.G.0., N.C., G.E.M .. M.A.B., B.B .. K.E.E., E.J 
Mrs. F.B . .t1., M.E.F., X.B., W.J.T, L.B., L.B. (U.S.A.), A.M.1 
AG., K.D., M.S. (Africa.), M.R., G.G., A.M.W., E.M.L., R.E.1 
X.R., T.L.W., X.8.A., Mrs. L.L.,M."B.,R.E.B., A.L.E .. S.F.I 
Mrs. J.C. (Chin•). F.E.W.,_M.A. (India), Pe.•tor Y. (Turke 
M. de c., M.J., F.S.S., E.R.,.1r.E.C., s.s .• H.H., N.O., J.w.x . 

The Editor also acknowledge with sincere thanks t: 
large number of letters received expressing sympathy 
recent trial. To the•e correspondents lilie would reply 
Phil. i. 12; Matt. x. 85, 86. Compare John vii. 8, 4, 
Luke xii. 51; Heb. v. 82, 88; John xv. 20; Acts xx. 2, 

• Oo~ducted by Mr. 0. H. Usher, of Leicester, at 24 Rue Albo1 
Pe.ris. Partioula.rs from Mr. H. Johnson, 61 Rue Chan 
Asnieres. 
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THE " OVERCOMER'' BOOK ROOM 
"CARTREF," TOLLER ROAD, LEICESTER. 

All correspondence to be addressed 
to "The Manager." 

Jlomlttan.oea 
pa.ya.blew 

L. B11t\orwlck. 

Telegrams: "Overcomer," Leicester. 
Telephone: 918 Leicester. 

War on the Saints. A Text Book for Christian 
Workers on the work of deceiving spirits among the children 
of Goel. By Mrs. Peon-Lewis in collahoratioo with Evan 
Roberts. 352 pages. Topical Index. 6/., post free 6/4, 
or 6/7 ahroacl. 

By Mrs. PENN-LEWIS. 

Story of Joh. A Glimpse into the Mystery of SuHerif!g. 
New Binding in Maroon cloth, 2/6, post free 2/10. 

Cross of Calvary (The) and its Message. 
2/-, post free 2/3 ; stiff paper cover 1/-, post free 1/3. 

Warfare with Satan (The) and the Way of 
Victory. New Binding in Maroon cloth, 2/-. post free 

2/3 : stiff paper cover 1/ •, post free 1/3 : Unabridged 
Pamphlet for broadcast distrihution, 3cl. 

Thy Hidden Ones. Union with Christ as traced in the 
Song of Songs. (Neu, EJition.) Maroon cloth. gilt letter­

. ing, 2/., post free 2/3: stiff paper cover 1/-, post free 1/3. 
,. 
Face to Face. Glimpses into the loner Life of Moses, 

Art Cloth, silk marker, 1/., post free 1/2. 

Climax (The) of the Risen Life. Cloth 1/ •• post 
free 1/2. 

Conquest of Canaan (The). Sidelights on the 
Spiritual Battlefielcl. {Second Edition.) Cloth hoards 1/-, 
post free 1 /2 : stiff paper cover 6d., post free 7 d, 

Life in the Spirit. A Glimpse into the Heavenly 
Warfare. Cloth hoards 1/-, post free 1/2: stir£ paper cover 
6cl., post free 7cl. 

Life out of Death. A brief summary of Madame 
Guyon' s Spiritual Torrents. Art paper cover 6d,, post free 7d. 

Soul and Spirit. A Glimpse into Bil,le Psychology in 
relation to Sanctification. (Neu, and Reoised Edition.) 
'Cloth Boards 1 / ·, post free 1 /2 : art paper cover 6cl. , post 
free 7cl. 

The Work of Delivering Souls. A Clinical Handhook for 
Workers, by Collahorators of "War on the Saints." 24 
blank pages for Notes. 3cl. net, post free 3icl. 

Experimental Difficulties in the Spiritual Life. A 
fiaodbook for Workers. Consisting of Papers on • • The 
Spiritual Clinics," l,y Evan Roherts. and " Answers to Ques­
tions," by Mrs. Penn-Lewis, with Index for easy reference, 
Stiff paper cover 3cl. each, post free 3½cl. 

u What is your Prayer Life ? " i. Assurance of Answered 
Prayer: ii. A Revival of Prayer Needed: iii. Striving in 
Prayer. Stiff paper cover 3d, each, post free 3½. 

Spiritual Perplexities. Gleanings from Conference Hours. 
The Guarding of the Mind. etc. Paper cover 3d. each, post 
free 3icl. 

Power for Service and Warfare. A Message and a Testi­
mony. Paper cover 3cl. each, pos free 3½d. 

Much Fruit. The Story of a Grain of Wheat. 3d. each, 
post free 3½d. 

Pathway (The} to Life in God. Forty-second Thousancl. 
Enlarged Edition. 2d. each, post free 2½d, 

Bible Readings. For use in Bible Classes, and printed on thin 
P!lper for insertion in Bihle. Assorted packets {of four leaflets) 
No. I. and 11. Per packet 2d., post free 2½cl. 

The Gate to Life Chart Pamphlets, An 8pp. set of 
charts, printed on thin paper for insertion in Bible, with ex­
planations in the words of Scripture, showing the relation of 
the Cross to the Sinner and the Cross to the Christian. 2d. 
each, post free 2½d, 

The " IDJJer Life " Series. 
1. How to lllla.intaln Communion with God, l 
2. How to walk "after the Spirit." 
8. The Lea.ding of the Lord. A Spiritual 

Autobiography. 
I. The Prize of the Throne. 

The " Pathway " Series of Booklets • 

ld. each, 1/-for 
12, post free, 
1/2 abroad. 

1. The Pathway to Life In God. (Price 2d., included in aasorted 
packets.) 

a. Power In Prayer, · 6d. _p_er 12, 
4. The Self-Life Unnlled. One Halfpenny 
2. The Glorious Seoret. } 

B. Deliverance through Dea.th. (Out of Print) L 

8. The Sllenoe of Jeans. eacn, 
'l. The Loneliness of Jesus. (Out of print.) · post free 7d. 
8. Peralstenoy In Prayer. per paeket 
9. Illuminated Vessels. (Out of print.) • 

The "Words to Workers" Series. 
1. First Bind the Strong Man. (New Edition) 
2. Ba.tan under Your l'eet, (Out oft~~ 
a. Like a Lightning l'lash I Thehllof 
I. Hill-t.op Prayer. (0111 of print.) 
B, The Cross and the Blood. (New Edition 

Revised, with new matter on the meaning 
of" Rec/ion.") · 

8. "Be of the same Mind." 
7, "Delivered unto Death for Jesus• sake." 
S. Four Planes of the Spiritual Life. 
9. The Un-offended spirit. 

10. Translated out of the Power of Darknsa1 
11. onrooming the Accuser. 
12. The JW.agnllloent Chrlat. 

6d. for 12, or 
One Halfpenny 

each, 
post free 7 d. 
per packet, 

The "New Life" Series. 3cl. for 12, assorted, post free 3icl. 

The Gate to Life Leaflets. For Mission Work. 1/- per 
100, post free 1/3 per 100. 

Bound Volumes of the ••Overcomer" for 1911, 1912, 
1913, 1914. 2/- each, 2/4 post free. 

Miscellaneous. 

The " Overcomer" Song Book. Music and Words. Price 
3d. post free, in quantities 1/3 dozen post free, 

Victory Songs and Poems, by Mary Marsh. Price 3d,, 
post free 31\d. 

U.S.A.-Will correspoodeota kindly note that American post 
cards. value one cent, require excess postage paid in Great 
Britain. Dollar notes are value 4/- in English money. Cheques 
drawn on American Banks cannot he changed in England. 

Deposit Accounts, for America and Canada, may be 
opened, with statements rendered quarterly. 




