





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































u THE OVERCOMER.

form or realm of prayer, it may at first be in
your spirit, but afterwards you are responsible
to God to carry on the same prayer by intel-
ligence, that is, without ¢ feelings " at all. Your
*feeling ’ also is governed by the way you use
your mind. If you do not at first use your mind
to begin prayer, you are like the man who goes
to the pump, and tries it, and getting no water
immediately, goes away saying the well is dry.

. The same spiritual prineciple, or *“ law,’’ applies
to the faith for translation. If you have “felt”
in your spirit that it"1s coming to pass, and then
later on your ‘¢ spirit "’ gets empty, and there is
no witness of translation thers, remember the
principle of the mind and spirit. If you after-
wards wait for your ¢ spirit” to be filled with
the same * feeling”” about Translation, it will
not come. The spirit will only be re-filled by
the operations of the mind——i.e., as you believe
and pray with no * feelings.”” In brief, the law
is, everything that you have in the past done
from ¢ feelings ™ in your spirit, you afterwards
continue by the deliberate action of your mind.
If the * mind ™ action is followed by the spirit
coming into aclivity—that is if unction comes on
what you are doing, all is right, if not then give
up the mind-action in that specific thing and
seek for another course.

There are times when your spirit is as helpless
a8 & new-born babe dependent upon its nurse.
The spirit cannot take care of itself at times, so
the **mind ” has to nurse it. If you get life—
or unction—in cursing the demons, it proves
that you do it “in the spirit.” You did not
“feel” if at first, but you initiated it “in the
gpirit ' because you had a spiritual mind.

For example, in some mines the miner goes
down into the earth some 500 feet, or more,
being let down by a carriage. The moment he
‘desires to return he rings an electric button, and
the engineer who has remained at the top starts
the machinery and lifts the carriage to the
surface. The * spirit "’ is like the miner at the
bottom of the shaft, touching the electric button,
then the bell rings in the *“ mind,” so that the
mind at once knows that the spirit is wanting
something, perbaps saying, * Lift me out of this
bondage.” The *“mind” is the engineer to
accomplish the lifting.

Whatever * spirit ” you need you have to work
to get it with the mind; e.g., if you want the
translation spirit, begin to think with your mind
“ What shall T do to get it ? "’ and pray around
that. Pray, reason, ponder over the Translation,
and you will eventually receive or awaken the
spirit of the Translation.

The fulness in the spirit is not obtained like
the fulness of the tide on the shore. You are
filled in spirit by complying with the conditions
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for being filled. You see, therefore, that there
is plenty of work to be done in the spiritual
realm ; e.g., you prayed in the morning *in the

- Spirit "—with great unction from the Holy

Ghost, but now later in the day you have lost
that spirit. Now pray again with the mind and
with no spirit/ You asked for God's curse on
the demons in the morning with much spirit,
but that spirit has passed off ; now do it again

‘with the mind. That is the principle to work

on. Putit down as an axiom of the warfare
that you will curse the demons * spirit ” or “ no
spirit.’” If you find it continues empty, then give
it up, but you must not give it up simply because
of weariness of the flesh. Sometimes we have to
persevere although we may get tired ; sometimes
we stop because we know it is right to do so.

In brief, whatever you want in your spirit,
your mind is to bring it there, by prayer or
thinking, etec. Then you will find that you have
much more spirit.

The spirit operates in so many ways. At one
time it is as a roaring lion, and at other times as
helpless as & babe. You must recognise the
latter in its weakness, as well as the former in
its strength when it gushes out, and carries all
before it, and the mind has to act in control of
its impetuosity.

Preparation for translation.

The claim of the call t¢ Translation is as imperative as
the oall of death, and it should be heeded, and given
attention to, just as urgently as if God had said, ** You
are to die.”” There should be minute preparation for
translation, as there is minute preparation for death, If -
God said to & man, ‘ Thou art to die,” he would not 88y,
* I have no time.” He would have to submit to God’s
will. He might say, ¢ But I have work to do.’”” Yes,
but you must give up the work, just as the dying man
gives up everything before he dies. Those who are to be
translated are to give up everything, so far as God calls
them. See the test of honour that is involved in obeying
the call! There is no honour involved in the preparation
of the man who has to die, but there is a test of honour
in regard to transiation, é.e., ** How much will you
surrender without being compelled by sickmess 2 If you
were sick, and thought you were going to die, you would
prepare and give yourself to spiritual meditation, but if
you are well and strong, and God says, ‘' Come up
hither,” how much will His oall be attended to? XEeach
one is on his honour in his attitude to it. Will the man
allow the things of the world, or even the things of the
Church, to swamp this Divine call? It may be a mid-
night call, like the call of God to Samuel (1 Sam. iii. 1-10),
and the call may appear to be in the voice of man—as fo
Samuel—yet it is the voice of God. Samuel, at first,
rushed to Eli. He thought it was Eli calling, but it was
God. God’s servants are crying out, to-day, *“ Be ye
ready,” but it is not ' Bl *’ calling, it is God speaking
to His church secretly in the dark.

Let each one, therefore, attend to the minute prepara-
tion for departure, and be ready.

** Lat us rejoice and be exceedingly glad and let us give the
glory unto Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come and His
wife hath made herself ready. And it was given unto her that
8he should array herself in fine linen bﬁght and puye : for the
Sine linon is the righteous acts of the Saints."~Rev. xiz. 78, R.V.
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Expiation by ‘Blood (iii.)

By D. M. Panton, Norwich.

N Calvary culminates, down to the minutest

l detail, the converging slatghter of & myriad
lambs.

1.—THE LavB oF THE PASSOVER HAD TO BE
TAEEN UP ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH.
“In the tenth day of the [first] month they shall
take to them every man a lamb” (Ex. xii. 3).
In that month Jesus was crucified; and John
tells us the day on which He entered Jerusalem
“Jesus therefore siz days before the passover
came o Bethany”; and ¢ on the morrow "—that
is, five days before the passover—‘‘Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem” (John xii. 1, 12). Now
the passover feast was on the fifteenth; there-
fore—five from fifteen—our Lord arrived in
Jerusalem on the very day the lamb was to be
taken, the tenth of Nisan.

2.—THE LAMB WAS TO BE BOUGHT ON TEE DAY
THAT IT WAS TETHERED. . Every householder was
to “take " a lamb, by purchase, if not already
possessed (Ex. xii. 8), As soon as the supper at
Bethany was over, *‘then Judas went unto the
chief priests, and said, * What are you willing to
give me, and I will deliver Him unto you?’”
(Matt. xxiv. 14). At six o’clock that evening the
ninth day had already closed: Jesus was bought
on the tenth. He was bought for exactly the
predicted amount. ¢ They weighed for my hire
thirty pieces of silver” (Zeoh. xi. 12). And the
money was ultimately paid to the right persons.
“The money for the guilt offerings, and the
money for the sin offerings, was not brought into
the house of the Lord: it was the priests’ "
(2 Kings xii. 16): so Judus * brought back the
thirty pieces of silver, . . and the chief priesis
took [them], and said, It is notlawiul to put them
into the treasury” (Matt. xxvii. 3).

3.—THE LAMB WAS TO BE KEPT TETHERED FOR
FOUR DAYS WITHIN THE REACH OF THE PLACE OF
SLAUGHTER. ‘*Ye shall keep it up until the
fourteenth day of the same month” (Ex. xii. 6).
From the tenth to the fourteenth Judas kept
watch over the bought Lamb, with a view to its
sacrifice: ‘they weighed unto him thirty pieces
of silver. And from that ttme he sought oppor-
tunity fo deliver Him unto them.” Hach day
(which seems to have included a Sabbath) was
spent in Jerusalem, and—a Sabbathk day’'s jour-
ney off (Liuke xiv. 50; Acts i. 12)—each night in
Bethany, and from the tenth day Jesus was
marked, at the Bethany supper, for slaughter.
“ She hath anointed My body aforehand for the
burying " (Mark xiv. 8) ;—not for coronation, but
for sacrifice. :

4—THE LAMB MUST BE OF SPECIAL BIRTH,
CHARACTER, AND BEHAVIOUR. (1) It must be a
firstborn (Ex. xiii. 2); Jesus could not have been
the Lamb did we not read,—* she brought forth
her firstborn son” (Luke ii. 7). (2) It must be
without any evil-favouredness (Deut. xvii. 1);
“ your lamb shull be without blemish” (Ex. xil.
5): so Pilate announced, **I find 7o fault in Him
at all” (John xviii, 88); and Caiaphas, the
priestly examiner of lambs, pronounced the
witnesses against Him false.* (3) The prophets
foretold Messiah as standing on His death-day
a8 & dumb lamb (Isa. liii. 7): ‘“and He gave him
no answer, not even to one word ™’ (Matt. xxvii. 14).

5.—THE LAMB MUST BE KILLED ON A SPECFIC
DATE, AND BY THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY OF THE OON-
GRBGATION, ** They killed "—not abe~* the
passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month ” (2 Chron. xxxv. 1): * the whole con-
gregation of Israel shall kill it between the two
evenings " (Bx. xii. 6). The Crucifixion was on
the fourteenth, for ¢ it was the preparation of
the passover ” (John xix. 14). Between the two
evenings, says Josephus, was from the sizth
hour until the ninth hour. ¢ Now from the
sizth bour there was darkness over all the land "’
—=a more dreadful going down of the sun than
the world had ever kpown—* until the ninth
hour. And about the ninth hour . .. Jesus
yielded up His spirit ” (Matt. xvii. 45, 50). To
the month, to the day, to the hour, God's Lamb
was slain : « our passover hath been sacrificed,
even Christ” (1 Cor.v. 7). Moreover, the tribes
of Israel, in typology, stand for the nations in
passages wherse the priests stand for the Church :
*“the whole assembly,” therefore, is all man-
kind : so at the Cross stood the Semitic (Shem)
—the Jew, the Aryan (Japheth)—the Roman,
and the Cushite (Ham)—the Cyprian, who
actually carried the cross: all mankind, in its
three inspired divisions, aided and abetted the
death. So also the Roman centurion, by the

* Perheps no detail of the Crucifixion is more marvell-
ous than the official declaration of the Atonement by the
High Priest. ‘' Caiaphas, being high priest, that year,
said, It is expedient for you THaT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE
FOR THE PEOPLE, and that the whole nation perish not’’ :
8 deolaraticn so astounding, as uttered ex cathedrd, and by
Israel’s official head who offered the lamb on the Day of
Atonement, that the Holy Spirit adds: **Now this he
said not of himself’ (John xi. 50): the Mosaic Priest-
hood, in the throes of its dissolution, gave forth its last
prophetic utterance, and expired with the Atonement
upon its lips.
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hands of German troops then quartered in
Jerusalem, and under the orders of the Spaniard
Pilate, himself overawed by the vast Jewish
multitude, crucified Jesus : the supreme civic
authority of the world—the only Divine ecclesi-
astical authority on earth—Israel gathered
(according to a census under Nero) to the

number of three milliong” around Jerusalem—.

rulers, and populace, priésts and soldiers, even
the hardened criminals at His side—without &
single dissentient voice ¢ the whole assembly of
the congregation ' sacrificed the Lamb. .

6.—No BONE OF THE LAMB MIGHT BE BROKEN.
“ Neither shall ye break a bome thereof” (Ex.
xii. 46).¥ The Samaritans, whose sacrifices to-
day are living survivals of Jewish ritual, pierce
each lamb by & wooden spit, with a oross-bar
near the extremity; that is, they transfiz the
lamb with a cross—they crucify it. Golgotha is
said to have been the mound of Precipitation,
from whence criminals sentenced to stoning
were hurled ; had our Lord so suffered, He could
not have been the Lamb. How did God provide
for this ? Forty years, says the Talmud, before
the destruction of the Temple—that is, the year
before the Crucifizion—the Romans deprived the
Jews of the power to inflict their capital punish-
ment—stoning : therefore our Lord suffered the
Roman death. ¢ The Jews said unto [Pilate],
It is not lawful for us to put any man to death :
that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled . . .
signifying by what manner of death He should
die” (Jobn xviii. 81, 82). DBut the peril of &
bresking of & bone yet remained. For a Jew
who was hung the Law commanded burial on
the same day (Deut. xxi. 23): breaking of the
legs, therefore, only ensured death enabling
burial. But the Spirit that had borne the sins
of the whole world had already flown. ¢ When
they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead
already, they break not Hislegs . . . that the
Soripture might be fulfilled, 4 bone of Him shall
not be broken” (John xix. 36).t

7.—THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB ALONE COULD
GUARD THE HOUSEHOLD FROM THE ANGEL OF

* Nor might the lamb be eaten unburnt, or sodden
with water, but only '* roast with fire " (Bx. xii. 9): no
alleviation was to temper the wrath, or assuage the
sufferings of Him who cried : « I thirst | "

'+ How meaningless, and even absurd, all this wealth
of detail—how inconceivable that it should ever come
from Jehovah—if it were not & moon reflecting the light
of a far vaster but unrisen Sun ; one means of the identi-
fication of God’s Lamb when He should appear ; a proof
through all the ages that a slain Lamb was in the heart
of the Father long before it was in the midst of the
Throne : ** which are a shadow of the things to come;
but the body [which casts these ritual shadows] is
Omzisr’s ”’ (Col. ii. 17).
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DEATH. Blood on the over-arching lintels—ifor
none can mount to heaven save through blood:
blood on the right post, blood on the left post—
for none can pass into salvation except through
blood : blood in the bason on the threshold—ijor
every saved door was thus stamped with the four
points of the Cross.* The Crucified hangs
between every saved soul and the Destroying
Angel. Butwhy does the blood save ? Because,
where sin enters, death enters: sin and death
are interlocked in an everlasting embrace: in
every house, therefore, there must be either a
dead lamb or a dead son. Death must follow sin
across every threshold. But where death has
once entered, it enters no more; the Law of
God never strikes twice for the same sin: the
Destroying Angel passes by because the Lamb is
dead within. ¢ Behold, the Liamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world " (John i. 29).
1 am not stricken, only because He was: His
death is my life. ¢ Being now justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God
through Him ” (Rom. v. 9). Could evidence be
clearer? Two murderers in Auckland, to whom
a copy of Frank White’s ¢ Christ in the Taber-
nacle "’ had been lent by the prison chaplain,
Bishop Hill, after studying it all night together
with two warders and the head gaoler, met him
at the dawn of day with the cry: «“ Jesus ¢s the
Lamb of God I” and walked later to the scaffold
saved and penitent souls.

Scripture does not teach that with the bearing
of the cross, and the atonement, the meaning of
the cross is exhausted ; that when we trust to
its finished work, our only relation to it is that
of grateful oconfidence with what we are to it.
No, it tells us that in the most intimate spiritual
fellowship the cross s to be our life. We are to
live as crucified with Christ: we are to walk as
those who have crucified the flesh, and can con-
quer it in no way but by every hour regarding
it as crucified. We are day by day to bear the -
cross, and to glory in it, because each moment
our relation to the world is to be that of men
who are crucified to the world, and know and
feel the world crucified to us.—Dr. Andrew
Murray. ’

*The word translated * bason” in Ex. xii. 22—in
Egyptian * threshold "’—is transiated as threshold in
Judges zix. 27, and 2 Kings xii. 9; so also the Septuagint
has, not *‘ the blood that is in the bason,’’ but ¢ the blood
that is by the door.”” Thus the apostate, re-crossing the
threshhold where the lamb had been killed, tramples
underfoot (Heb. x. 29) the Blood of the Covenant, count-
ing it an unholy thing. * None of you shall go out of
the door of his house until the morning ' of resurrection
(Ex. xii. 23).
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Prayer Life.

Gleanings from Letters.™

Set times of prayer. :

I am not surprised to find that Satan attacks
you during the time you have set apart for
prayer. If you find you cannot pray at set
times then let your whole life be a life of prayer.
Praying is the articulation of need, and is con-
tinuous, for there is not a moment of the day
without its peculiar needs, and the way to over-
come is to habituate oneself so as to be in the
attitude of spirit communion with God moment
by mowment.

I do not say that the *set time’ should be
forsaken, but if the set times are the only times
of prayer, then you focus the attacks of the
powers of darkness upon certain distinetive
bours, and you may be unable to pray at all.

Prayer is as natural to the regenerate spirit as

breathing is to the living body; we do not go
aside to breathe, but unconsciously perform
those funetions which keep the life in existence.

Watching unto prayer.

Continuous watching is in itself a great
quickening of faith, as it not only brings us into
real communion and fellowship with the Holy
Spirit, but enables us to realise that our God is
a living God, interceding, guiding, and over-
raling even in the affairs of this much boasted
Twentieth Century, and that He is the same
yesterday, to-dey, and for ever. I would always
have you remember that when things are dark,
that neither God, nor the attributes of God, have
changed in the least, and that though the land-
scape may be darkened by heavy storm-clouds
it only shows that the sun is hid, but not
extinguished

It often happens in service for God that Satan
agitates the surface of things so as to perplex
and confuse the child of faith, in order to thwart
the continuity and the purpose of prayer.

I pray you to continue to watch and pray, to

pray and faint not, for ‘* fainting ” is practically
unconsctousness of God. . . .

Prayer as co-operation with God.

There is a danger of becoming passive and
relying upon God apart from prayer, that is to
say, assuming an attitude that God knows all
things, therefore there is no necessity for me to
pray, but we are taught to be co-workers with
Christ, and I know of no way of co-operating
with Christ apart from prayer, in the power and
administration of the Holy Spirit. :

*By Mr. J. C. Williams to * Liord's Watch " correspondents.

: Prayer for healing.

It is only the Holy Spirit that can give &
burden of prevailing prayer, and although in
response to your requests, I will pray for the
man you mention, nevertheless prevailing
prayer can only come from one quickened by
Divine power into believing faith on his. behali.
Tt is also necessary. that the man himself should
have faith to believe that God can, and will, do
whatsoever He has promised. I would advise
that prayer be made, not so much for healing as
that this man may be so quickened in spiritual
life that he is enabled to ery out to God for
deliverance, and then there can be the co-oper-
ation of others in prayer that the Lord may
touch him and heal him. '

I quite agree with you that it is possible to
put ¢ healing *’ before God, that is, to lay more
importance on the manifestetion of faith than
faith itself, and you will pray against this, if the
Holy Spirit has thus shown you that it is con-
trary to the will of the Father.

Continuity in prayer.

The main thing now is o cultivate continuity
in prayer and communion with God. Pray and
faint not, that is to say, pray lest you lose con-
seiousness of God working through Divine pro-
vidence, and observable in circumstances. To
cease to pray is to lapse into unconsciousness of
God, hence it is that Satan directs his most per-
sistent attacks upon prayer, which is the great
spirituel weapon of the Church.

I am sorry to note the last paragraph in your
letter, and am fearful as to whether Satan has
side-tracked, more or less, the intercessory
service on behalf of the one named. I find, as
a result of increasing experience, that continuity
of prayer for a single object is one of the most
difficult  tasks upon which to bring to bear the
strength of the human will. It needs a patience
Divine in its source and in its inspirational
power, in order to pray and faint not.

Scripture the basis of prayer.

As arule I am not very confident about experi-
ences based on 4solated texts of Scripture, for I
have seen so many of the Lord’s own people who
have been deceived by such methods. ALu
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, for the
perfect equipment of the man of God, and we
forget that Satan having access to the mind can
quote Seripture and then frustrate the promise in
order to undermine faith in the Word . . .
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“Le Vainqueur.”

_\(The French '

Mr. H. Johnson, of Paris, who edits Le
Vaingueur, was present at the Matlock Confer-
ence, and gave & report of the working of the
truths set forth in our pages, which greatly
rejoiced those who heard him. The following
letter was specially sent by his hands to the
Conference assembled at Matlock.*

(Translation of letter from the Treasurer of the French
¢t Baptist Conference,”’ read Qby My. Johnson at the
Matlock Conference.) :

Paris, May 28th, 1914.

My dear Brother,

I am pleased to give you at the moment of your
leaving for Englend, a testimony es to the good I and
many others with me have received by the reading of
** Le Vainqueur.”” May God use this simple testimony
for the encouragement of our English brethren, who have
thought to send to us also the message they have received
from our Heavenly Father, through His servants.

Iread ¢ Lie Vainqueur *’ at firs, I must confess, without
seeing all the importance of the teaching it offered me,
and even at this moment I am humiliated not to have
profited more from if, and yet what blessing I have
entered into during the past few months.

As to the message and the teaching, so precise and so
practical, addressed to the Church of Christ with regard
to the formidable activity of the devil and his angels in
every direction, to oppose the work of God in its entirety,
I thought I saw, as do many others, a double danger.

PFirst, was it not to be feared that in drawing so much
attention to the permanent and universal activity of Satan
and evil spirits, Jesus our Leader and the Perfecter of our
faith should be lost to view? This, too, in opposition to
the express commend to fix our gaze upon Him.

Then again, the idea of & constant battle, a sustained
effort; & merciless fight against the adversary, because
that God, in some manner, would overcome him and
ruin his action through our own, dppeared to me of such
& nature as to blot out even the notion of ** Providence.”
Why leave the ground of *rest in Christ,” said I, as
many others also say.
abandon ourselves to Grace.

These two great objections, and other minor ones which
I need not mention, hindered me from receiving without
some distrust the call made to me by  Le Vainqueur.”

Now, one day I was talking over these matters with one
of my relatives, an evangelist, who repeated to me these
same objeotions, without my having in any way confided

to him my own thoughts, and I was led by the remem. -

branoce of good received through * Lie Veinqueur '’ to take

*Inview of the outbreak of the War, which has since taken
place, we are thankful to know that God has in France some
who understand aggressive resistance to the spiritual foe. It
is significant that Germany is the only country (with Austria-
Hungary) where these fxruths have not—as far as is known—
penetrated.—Ed.

He is the Oonqueror—let us

‘Overcomer.”’)

the position, by loyalty, of replying to these objections.
The Spirit of God helped me remarkably—so remark-
ably thet I was from henceforth convinced beyond recall
that our objections belonged to the adversary, and marked
very clearly his fear to be denounced and unmasked
publicly before the children of God.:

Not that I believe (and the Editors of the paper do not
flatter themselves, I am sure), that the truth about Satan
has not been proclaimed in the past. It is spoken (and I
recognise this more clearly every day) and told to us by
God Himself in His Holy Word. Yet even as so much
truth brought back into clear light for the Church after
a time of heavy darkness and ignorance, this teaching
with reference to the working of Satan and the declaration
of war upon him, has never been so strongly brought to
light, I believe, since the early days of the Church, as it
has been through the ministry of Evan Roberts, and the
Lord’s workers in co-operation with him. .

Now, what shall I say as to the truth relative to the
return of the Lord Jesus, which completes so wonderfully
the message of the warfare, and is so well placed in
coming after the former.

As I must needs be brief, I would say simply, that
meny members of our Church, and myself, have been led
to a conception much more cleer of our calling in Christ.

Seeing ourselves exposed, we are armed. We were in
the brunt of battle, dreaming that we were living in a
time of rest | How unequal was the struggle between the
enemy and ourselves! But we have entered the lists;
we now war & werfere day by day, and the blessing has -
come, a8 yet, it may be, as the border of the cloud or the
firat waves of the sea, but sinners have been converted,
and the children of God in the midst of us have laid
their all upon the altar.

There are others who would have been better qualified
then I to offer this testimony because of the blessing
received, but they have elected me to be the messenger
on their behalf, and I do this gladly, and offer to God our
grateful thanksgiving for the truth and teaching found
in**Le Vainqueur,” and the blessed results to us. Thanks
also to the friends who have been the means of these
blessings to us.

Believe me, dear Brother,

Yours affectionately in Jesus Christ, our Hope,
GemorcES Guyor.
(The letter is translated from the French.)

Nore: Mr. Johnson is still in France, while his wife
is in England, with his two daughters. Mr. Johneon has
now offered, and been accepted, for British Red Cross
work at the front, as other work is temporarily at a
standstill in France. He will resume Le Vatngueur work
at the earliest opportunity. Financial needs will con-
tinue as before. Much prayer is needed for him, and
sll the children of God in France, at this time, that the
Advent Hope may shine brightly as ¢*a light in a dark
place*’ in this time of national suffering.—FEd.
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To the Lord's Praying Ones.

Will the Lord’'s prayer-warriors faithfully and per-
sistently *‘ pray through ** all the following requests and
subjects for prayer.

For the Church of Christ.

That the Age that is passing may quickly close, and
the church and the world know in truth the ¢ powers of
the Age to come.” :

That believers may be kept from an evil * national !’
spirit in the hour of national peril in many nations; and
be given the cosmopolitan spirit of the Millennial Age,

when all nations will know the Christ as King over
all the earth.

That the ¢ Word of Prophecy " may become to all
believers a ** light shining in a dark place ™' at the present
time, so that they sorrow not as those who have no hope.

That all who are suffering may be given the true
comfort of God.

That God will specially lay upon His stewards the
financial need of all Mission Work at this time, and that
His children may be given true sympathy.

Prayear for the following Convention :
Asansol, India—Oct. 1-4.

The School of Prayer and The Lord's Watch.

All correspondence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams,
c/o Overcemer Office, Toller Road, L?icester.

“War on the Saints” Fund for Workers.

The appended testimony, received from a local preacher,
shows the delivering power of Christ’s victory at Calvary
through truth obtained in reading the book ** War on the
Saints.”

As the result of my study I have realised a fuller value
in my experience, of ‘the work of Calvary as the place
where Satan, with all his hosts, was defeated, so that I
deal with him as & vanquished foe, end in prayer I am
led to plead the power of the Calvary victory. . . .

With regard to my experience in this war let me relate
to you & terrible, and real conflict, that I have had at
different periods, and under different ciroumstances, that
I could not understand, until it was defined to me in the
light of the truths set forth in your book. . . . The fach
of the existence of evil spirits I have always acknow-
ledged, but I never realised that they were the direct cause
of so much terror of mind, and of the anguish of apirit
through which I have passed ; but now I see it all clearly,
and thank God I know the source of power to overcome,
and the unfailing remedy, namely, the power of the
Name of Jesus on the ground of the Celvary victory.
Probably there are thousands of believers who have had
the same experience, but have never disclosed the fact
even to their nearest friends, from fear of ridicule or of
being considered to be bordering on insanity. . . .

I am absolutely sure now that in my case I was suffer-
ing from a persistent attack of evil spirits. As & local
preacher I have gone to various villages to presch, which
has occasioned & journey of some miles. When going
alone I kave frequently been ‘' held up '’ by evil spirits,
being overcome with a dread, and fear, and ferror of
mind. I have been detained in one place for a consider-
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able time, one cocasion causing me to absent myself
from the morning service. When I arrived at the place
of appointment I had to exouse myself on the ground
that I had taken ill on the road, but as I recovered I was
able to take the evening service, and the Liord enabled
me to preach the Word with much acceptance. At such
times it seemed as if I was in the presence of an unseen
foe that was dogging my steps. I could not go on, nor
did I dare turn back, but to overcome, what I wanted to
persuade myself, was a lack of moral courage, I have
taken to my heels and ran until I have been almost
exhausted. Apart from a faint conception thet there
must be & supernatural cause for such an experience, it.
was all & mystery, and this inoreased my anxiety. One
time I would reproach myself for & lack of moral courage,
but in the heat of the conflict I would ask the Lord the
why and wherefore, and where would it end? There
were absolutely no physical or psychological reasons for
such an experience. My mind was clear, and I was as
able, mentally, to conduot the services after the confliot
as if it had never happened. I conclude, therefore, that
the attack wes upon my spirit. As the result of these
frequent attacks I would not go alone. . .

The nature ot this conflict with the supernatural was
a8 real and more terrible than any physical conflist would
be. However, possessing the knowledge through the
teaching of your book, of the real cause of my trouble,
and knowing by experience the power there is in the
Name of Jesus, and exercising faith in the power of the
Calvary victory, I am enjoying greater liberty of spirit,
and that dread upon my mind bhas left me, thank God!
The knowledge of the causs of an evil is half the battle
towards remedying that evil ; a knowledge of discerning
the workings of evil spirits, and knowing the methods of
the devil, is a sure road to victory. As a matter of per-~
sonal experience, I do know there is & power in the
Nale of Jesus to overcome Satan and his hosts ; that in
appea.ing to that Name, as believers in a Risen and all-
victorious Lord, being identified with Him, our Repre-
sentative Head of a redeemed race, we share with Him
the triumphs of the Calvary victory, the ultimate issue
being our glorified state when we shall reign with Him.

A Local Preacher.

Donations to the Special Fund, and further applications for a
copy of the book by workers eligible for a grant, may be addressed
to Secretary, cfo ** Overcomer™ Office, Toller Road, Leicester.

Notes on Books of Value.

Pastor Fuller Gooch writes that the name and address given ina.
previous issue of the Ovsrcomer, for obtaining his pamphiet “ The
Two Translations,” was the name of the printer only. The pamphlet
canbe obtained on application to * The Hall Keeper,” Lansdowne
Hall, West Norwood, London, S.E., at 2d. each, or 1/6 per 12
post free.

o .

We bave been sent alittle Booklet of Poems entitled * Sunrise
Songs for Saints * (1/6), and a charming wee book of daily readings
for Children called * Sunlit Pastures” for “ the Lambs of the Good
Shepherd "’ (x/2). Both are full of the living power of personal
experience of all that is written. We commend both little volumes.
to our readers for gift purposes (obtainable from King and Jarrett
67 Holland Street, Southwark Street, Blackfriars, London, S E.).

9~ NO ORDERS FOR ANY OF THESE BOOKS TO * OVERCOME
OFrFICE. .
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The HF inished Testimony.

** The great dragon was cast down . . . And they over-
came him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because
of the WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY; and they loved not
their life even unto death. . . ."" Rev. xii. 7-12, R.V.m,

** And when they shall have finished their TEsTmMONY
.« . they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto
them : Come up hither.”"—Rev. xi. 7-12, B.V.

readers when I announce that with this

December number the issue of the “ Over-
comer” ceases in its present form, being the
completion of a definite TESTIMONY given to the
Collaborators of the book ‘“ War on the Saints,”
to fulfil to the Church of God. :

The paper—of which the collaborators are
joint proprietors—did not have an “ ordinary ”
beginning, it has not had an *“ ordinary *’ career,
and it is not having an * ordinary” ending, for
it is not ** crdinary ” to close a magazine when it
has an established ciroulation, and is financially
sustained by ifs readers.

When the paper was commenced six years ago
in January, 1909, by very clear command of the
Spirit of God, everything was humanly against
it. No * ordinary” steps were taken to announce
its advent, for no publisher would have taken
the risk of its issue,* and its career has been
through stormy seas, &s month by month its
message was fought out in indescribable opposi-
tion from the Satanie spirits of-the air, who also
aroused agsinst it unreasoning and abnormal
prejudice from carnal Ohristians, and Christians
who did not understand the experiences, nor the
conditions celling forth its testimony.

On the other hand, in face of this intense
prejudice and resistance, at the back of the
%w.par Wes & PRAYER MINISTRY which not only

orged out the truth it carried, but pressed for-
ward the message in print, until it penetrated in
an extraordinary way to some of the remotest
places on the inhabited earth, reaching isolated
believers in land after land, to whom it came asa
message direcily sent of God, lifting up the
crushed, and, in some cases, almost wrecked
workers, on the eve of being driven off the battle-
field. Therefore, as we look back upon its
stormy history, we clearly see that nothing but
* In fact, when the simple handbill announocing its advent
ersonal friend to

the Hdltor, in d2ep concern, anticipating nothing but f
the paper from a finanocial and cirgul&tagry gtan: polnﬁ?ﬂm.e for

IT may come as somewhat of & shock to my

the Hand of God carrying through a definite
purposé ordeined by Him, could have upheld and
steered the paper through the maintained oppo-
sition of the hosts of hell; and only the Holy
Spirit of God could have guided it to the sorely
tried children of God scattered all over the world,
and used it to minister to deep need unknown
to all but Him. _ .

With such & record of Divine guidence and
upholding in the carrying out of & Divinely given
ministry, it could be expected that the paper
would have no ordinary ending. He Who
gives & ministry must make known when it is
completed. Then to continue to issue the
magsazine when He indicates its closure, would
be to work outside the known will of God.

The danger of going on beyond the measure
of the Spirit in a given piece of spiritual sexrvice,
because it has become prosperous, is & real one
o those who seek to co-work with the Spirit of
God. It is 50 easy to be influenced by the visible
results before men, and to fail in co-working with
God in the carrying out of His purposes o theend.

The knowledge of this danger has been of
great value in guarding the Overcomer from
being diverted from its ministry. Agsin, and
again, it could have become involved in the
network of twentieth century machinery. Offers.
of large sums of money as “ capital ”’ to develo
it as a journal meeting a deep spiritual need,
have been made by some who saw its potentiali-
ties ; while other workers of repute have
offered to organise prayer-circles in connection
with it. But from these, as well as from many
other propositions, we have, by the grace of God,
turned away. We had no commission from
God. to found, or to conduct & Magazine
developed and worked on ordinery lines, or to
build up an organised ¢ work,” or to instibute &
¢ gohool of teaching,” but only to minister the
truth of God to the spiritual people of God, and
to remain simply witnesses to the end. We have
therefore held ourselves free to close the paper
directly the Holy Spirit made known that it had
fulfilled its ministry. So long as God needed it
He would give grace to maintain its Testimony
until its course was finished, and then it was for
His servants to hand it back to Him.

It has been said that the Overcomer bad no
ordinary beginning. Neither has it been an
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“ordinary” paper in the preparation of matter
for its pages. It has not contained **mental”
matter, ¢.e., matter which is merely the pro-
duct of the mind, even a spiritual mind ! It
has been filled with truth gained by fresh and
living experience of the written Word of God,
and truth of this kind cannot be given over and
over again. It comes as boiling lava from the
spirit, and when it is poured out it passes away,
not essily repeated by those who give it
This explains the advancement in the ministra-
tion of truth, and the progress in Testimony of the
Overcomer yeaxr by year, from the more elemen-
tary themes dealt with in the first years’ issues.
So to speak, it picked up its readers in 1909,
drawing out, as with a magnet, from the midst
of others, those who knew in any degree the two-
fold message of the Cross, as taught in Romans
vi., and then led them on, line upon line, precept
upon precept, through the earlier stages of the
Baptism of the Spirit, the experimental pathway
of death with Christ, the life joined in spirit with
Christ in God, and the war in the heavenlies,
depicted in Ephesians vi. The culminafion was
reached in 1918 in the Translation message,
which in 1914 has been amplified more in detail
concerning experimental preparation for the
imminent Coming of the Lord.

-Since the paper has been a Testimony com-
mitted to certain members of the Body of Christ,
to declare to other members of the Body, for the
specific leading of them on in the deep things of
God in preparation for their reigning with
Christ, we clearly see that this work of the paper
has reached completion, for even though the Lord
tarry a brief while, in the realm of leaching we
cannot (1) go back and give the elementary truths
of earlier issues ; (2) the further opening out of
warfare truth that may be possible is better done
in permanent book form, uncircumseribed by the
limited space of a magazine; and, (3) all that is
necessary to be said about experimental pre-
paration for Translation, has now been given,
short of going on into prophetical teaching—a.
line of ministry to fulfil which we have neither
equipment nor commission.

In the pressing on from faith to faith in the
opening up of truth during the six years' issue
of the paper, & small proportion of readers fell
away each year. Some because they had not the
initial foundation of Romans vi., and therefore
could not understand the language belonging to
the experience beyond it ; others because they did
not realise that the truths given could only be
grasped in meditation and prayer; others again
beocause truths of experience opened out ran
against preconceived ideas or prejudices, and they
would not give time to enquire at the Throne of
Grace whether these things were so.

But in the place of these who fell away as
readers, as the ga.per steadily held to its ministry
—oommissioned of God to bear witness to truth
and leave the results to Him—large numbers of
new resders took their place, and we rejoice
to know that there is now a very large body of
believers throughout the Church who have grown
in spiritual stature with the monthly issue of the
paper. These were among the most spiritual of
the Church six years ago, and they werse then
able to recognise the truths set forth as of God.
They have given time fo lay hold of them in
meditation and prayer and proving; they have
gone from strength to strength, and faith to faith,
and now with us they look for the Lord from
heaven, many by His grace able to look back
upon their warfare and say “I have fought a
good fight, I have kept the faith. ...”

The question however may ocecur to some,
“But in the closure of the paper at this juncture
are not these readers being left without the sup-
port and stimulus of its messages in a time of
great need 2"’ : _

To this I reply: Those who have truly assimi-
lated the truths given in our pages are the very
ones who by this time do not need the paper.
All that has been written and testified to has in
large messure been wrought into them. They
need now no outward “help,” or “prop.” What
they have proved is now their own, and
however fiery. the trial, or overwhelming the
deep weves and billows of the present hour,
what is of God in these souls will grow stronger
and more dominant. Their “life is hid with
Christ in God.” Their treasure is in heaven.
Their anchor is within the veil. Christ is All in
All. More than *‘teaching,’” more then *truth”
He ALONE Is ENOUGH, and any unconscious
reliance on the fellowship ministered through
the pages of the little paper—which has become
to many their o8t precious treasure next to the
Bible—will by ite cessafion pass away, so that
they may now rely entirely and only upon Hru.

«But what about those who have not fully
grasped all the truths set forth in the past?”
These have bound volumes* of the paper to go
back to! If they have not gra,speg what they
have read, they can now give time to meditation
and prayer over the pages of the past. It is
probable that many of our resders have not
realised the sacrificial service that lay behind
the ministry of the paper. They may have
read it month by month superficially, as an
“ordinary” magazine—and—missed its vital
purport. They looked for mental enrichment,
failing to apprehend that what they read belonged

* If any of these readers have failed to keep their full number
of issues for reference, or have &a.rted with odd numbers, they

may be able to obtain the miss: ones, if they write withou
delay to the office. Sse page ii. of cover. -
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to that sphere of knowledge which could be only
“spiritually discerned,” and so they threw aside
what their minds could not easily grasp. They
forgot that heaven’s treasures are to be sought
for as gold, and are not to be gained lightly.
Such of our readers as belong to this class will
not lose by the closure of the paper, if it leads
them to go back to the issues of the past, and
give themselves to lay hold :of the truths they
contain before it is too late. -~ = -
8till another question may arise: “If the
paper is meeting a need, could not others carry
iton?” This point has not been overlooked, as
month after month of the past year, the deepen-
ing conviction grew in intensity that its work
was done, and every aspect of the closure laid
before God in prayer. The work of editing the
“paper, and of all who have contributed matter to
its pages; has been done * without money and
without price,” as labour given freely to the
Church of God. Even thus it has been able to
pey its way only by subsidy* from those who
valued its ministry. It could not therefore be
sent out on ordinary business lines without an
entire change of procedure, which would pro-
bably involve an entire change of message.
Moreover, those who might be able to eontinue
its special message are also looking for the
Lord from heaven and would not feel it the
time to take up the responsibilities of .such &
service. ] : :
From every view-point, therefore, the will of
God is confirmed in its closure. The Overcomer
hag been a definite Testinsony committed to
definite witnesses, and when that Testimony is
completed, the paper ends. We have given of
our best without stint to the Church of Christ,
having sought to declare without shrinking the
whole counsel of God so far as it was committed
to us, and we now await with our fellow believers
the verdiot of the Judgment Seat. '
There -are also other cirecumstantial ‘aspects
confirming the leading of the Spirit; for it is & safe
rule in arriving at any momentous decision as toa
certain course being in the will of God, to bear
in mind three fundamental principles of guidance
which must be in accord when the proposed step
is of God, viz., (1) The witness wn the spirit;
(2) The teaching of Scripture;t+ and (8) The
working of -God in Providence, bringing about
circumstances which correspond with the leading
* It has been understood that our inability to accept adver-
tisements of the ordinary class, upon which the income of every
Magazine depends, has made it impossible for even the ordinary
expenses of issue to be met without assistance, but through the
God-given help of those who have valued the paper, we have
been enabled each year to close the accounts without deficit.

‘We are confident that by the Lord's continued supply we shall
be enabled to meet all obligations in the final closure.

+ ¢ é., the step to be taken must be in harmony with the prin-
ciples of the Word of God. o

I ————
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of the Holy Spirit in the spirit of the believer.*

‘When tﬂe Spirit of God indicated that the
Testimony of the Overcomer was drawing to a
close, having regard to the continual evidence to
the value of its ministry—and fearing lest the
release from the heavy burden of its issue, would
be an * acoepting deliverance ' at the cost of loss
to the Church of God—unmistakeable confirma-
tion of God’'s will has been sought for with
patience and prayer. This has come mainly
around the ¢ business ”’ side of the publication
of the paper.

Readers generally may not know that the
Overcomer has been published for five years from
an office opened in my private residence. When
the little paper was launched in 1909 no such
arrangement was anticipated, any more than the
rapid growth of the magazine into & world-wide
circulation. But when the arrangements made -
for the first year's issue proved unworkable, a8 &
small Book Room slready existed, in the charge
of & Secretary who had assisted me in Literature
issue for twenty years, the work was transferred
to the Book Room, little realising all that would
be involved in the sending forth of such a paper.
As the work grew, enquiries were' made among
business agencies as to the practicability of
release from the business burden, but there had
come sbout a personal correspondence with the
readers, which made it impossible to transfer it
to other hands without injury to the paper,
and the removal from the Editor of much
valusble insight into the spiritual needs of the
readers,

As the years went by capable and devoted
helpers were sent of God to give assistance in
the “ office,”” and the small steff grew in efficiency
within the limits of its power. But—and herein
lies the crux of the circumstantial aspect of the
leading of God in the closure of the paper—no
staff of workers, however devoted and cepable,
could lift the burden of the responsibility, and
business machinery which has been fast growing
around the Editor, and which could only now be
continued by entire devotion to its demands and
& cutting off of all other spiritual service to the
Lord’s people.

With deep gratitude to God for His sustaining
grace in carrying through & service for the Church
of God which has taxed the enduring power of

* Oft times the third is the after-working out of the attitudes
taken by the child of God when the knowledge in the spirit is
first made known. The Bpirit leading may at first appear to
have no corresponding witness in the circumstances, and some-
times may be directly opposed to them, Then the bellever
mus$ take the necessary attitudes, such as, the placing of his
will on the side of the will of God made known in the spirit,
and, maintaining this attitude, wait before taking action—
unless the witness in the spirit is sufficiently clear to act upon
without waiting for exterior confirmation—until the working of
God in Providence confirms the witness in the spirit given
months, or even years, before.
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spirit, soul, and body to the utmost limit, I
therefore recognise that the time of releass from
the business burden of the publication of the
Overcomer has come. The Overcomer Office,
a8 an office, ceases t0 exist with the issue
of the December number of the paper. The
business machinery of the issue of & monthly
magazine, which has been faithfully done as
unto the Lord, is at an end. To all who have
so loyally and devotedly worked in the back-
ground, and to our Foreign and British Centre
Distributors everywhere, and others who have
truly * laboured” with us in the Gospel, we
acknowledge our deep obligation, with the assur-
ance that He Who hes watched their labours for
the saints, will give them His ¢ Well done ! "

Something must also be said about the

future in relation to various departments
associated with the Overcomer—s future which
ocarries two meanings, i.e , (1) the * little while
of a future which remains whilst the Liord tarries ;
(2) the future which immediately follows the
Translation, and lies between the invisible and
public aspect of the Lord's Return.
Lo In closing the Overcomer, as we recollect the
very large number of letters from our readers
giving thanks to God for His blessing through
our pages, even to the present hour, we
are not unmindful of the responsibility of the
stewardship of truth given to us of God.
In another article* I have set forth the way in
which it seems the Spirit of God would have the
fruit of the work of the Overcomer gathered up,
for & continued ministration of the truths sent
out in its pages. The PERMANENT LiTERATURE
which exists as the magazine itself closes, is still-
needed by the children of God in the confliet of
the present time, and we believe will be still
more needed by others after the departure of the
watching believers. The issue of this Literature
through the liftle Book Room, which was in
existence before the advent of the Overcomer,
carries with it none of the burden of machinery
surrounding the issue of & monthly paper. The
“ office ** therefore ceases, but the Book Room
remains. .

One practical result of the closure of the paper
which we regret, will be the ebsence of a
channel of communication with our readers
month by month, but we can still reach the

eater number if occasion requires, for over one-
third have their names and addresses registered in
the Subseribers’ Book, whilst more than another
third ot the readers are registered in the lists
of our British and Foreign Centres, leaving a
comparatively small proportion obteining the
paper through our London agents, and therefore
unknown to us. The largest proportion of our

* See * The Overcomer Literature Trust Fund,"” page 203.
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readers therefore can be reached by circular
post,* in the event of (1) any special issue of an
ocoasional paper, which the Spirit of God may
lay upon us ; (2) the announcement of any new
book or message in print, from a large number
of yet unpublished M8S; or (8) the resuscitation
at any time of the Overcomer in another and less
burdensome form.t

The “Lorp’s Warca"” which has been so
signally used of God in the hands of Mr. J. C.
Williams, who initisted it in 1910, now reverts
to the separate control of the Founder, who will
continue his ministry to any of our readers who
write to him, addressing letters as before.

“ e VAINQUEUR "'—the French Overcomer—
edited by Mr. H. Johnson, has been passing
through great trial on account of the European
War. Le Vaingueur bas been issued in depend-
ence on the gifts of the Lord's stewards, and
whilst Mr. Johnson continues to send it forth,
we commend him and his ministry to the con-
tinued sympathy of our readers; especially the
burden on his heert concerning the French
translation of ¢ War on the Saints,” referred to
in & recent letter.}

And now what shall be said to our readers in
every part of the world ; the Missionaries in dark,
dark places of the earth, the Christian workers
labouring to maintain a faithful Testimon
against the apostacy of the professing churcg
from the pure Gospel ; the oppressed and crushed
ones crying out *“ How long, O Lord, how long "
as they are conscious of the deepening darkness,
and demon-atmosphere of the world ?

Lift up your heads, beloved in Christ, ¢ when
ye see these things, know that your redemption
draweth nigh.” The visits of our little monthly
messenger may cease, but the Christ abides.
Know that HE is nigh, even at the doors. Let
joyous expectation fill your hearts. Finish your
work! Bee that all is ready for departure. Set
all your affections and hopes in heaven where
Christ is. Boon, soon we shall ascend, and we
shall see Him face to face, and tell the story
*“Saved by Grace.” Earnestly expecting to
meet each one of you in His Presence—

Commending you to Him,
Jessie PENN-LEwis.

*Those who are unknown to us, and desire to be kept in
touch, should ococassion arise, may have their names and
addresses registered, if sent to the Manager of the Book Room,
on & post card at any time.

} These possible lines of action are mentioned only because
tbis is the last opportunity for reaching our readers as a whole.
The third possible course necessitates our retaining the title
of the Overcomer as registered at Stationers’ Hall. The dcepen-
ing indications in the world of the soon Coming Lord for His
Ohurch, makes it more than probable that none of these pro-
cedures will be possible.

1 See names of Secretaries for England on page ii. of cover.
Seealso Mr. Johnson's letter on page 205.
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Current Notes.

Since the articleon ‘A Finished Testimony' was written,
the unfolding of the drama of God’s fulfilment of prophecy
has rapidly advanced, and God’'s people are watching
with reverence and godly awe the testimony to the sure
word of prophecy, being given to the world. In three
short months the awful European War has reached the
point of involving TURKEY—this means the long foretold
*drying up” of the mystical ** Euphrates ”’ (cf. Rev.
xvi. 12-16)—the conflict is reaching Palestine—the actual
place where the Armageddon will reach its climax and
find its end. . . .

It is written ¢* Ye brethren are not in darkness that that
day should overtake you as a thief.” If we walk with
God He will surely guide us so that we are prepared for
all that He knows is coming to pass. If the unfolding of
the drama of the Closure of the Age goes on as rapidly
in the immediate future as hitherto, we might find that
the extension of the war-zone would hinder the sending
out of the Overcomer. Even now our readers in Russia,
Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and France are not
easily reached. Germany and Austria are closed. Now
Egypt and Turkey are affected. With the spreading of
the war-cloud, it may soon be that every country is
isolated so far as heavy post-bags are concerned.
Believers will have to stand alone with God in every land.
Each one separated from all outward helps, but READY
and watching for the sound of the Trumpet when we
shall all gather together unto Him. We think that our
readers may yet find the closure of the Overcomsr 10 BE
AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE ADVENT MESSAGE OF OCTOBER,
1913. We shall not be '* overtaken’ in the midst of
unfinished work, but READY for all the developments
of these momentous days—forewarned of God.*

* * *

The ApveENT MESSAGE sent out in October, 1913, has
had wide circulation in leaflet form, and has been trans-
lated into several languages. The gift fund stock is
sow exhausted, but fresh supplies from a large new
edition can still be had at the nominal price at which it
was issued. Since the Lord's soon Coming has been
heralded in the Overcomer—not as truth received from
the reading of prophecy literature, but as made known to
the spirit by the teaching and leading of the Holy Ghost
(cf. John xvi. 13), we have received many letters from
correspondents anxious to press upon us what they
believe to be the true * interpretation of prophecy.” It
is grievous that the subject of prophecy caanot
be dealt with without the jarring mixture of con-
troversy, instead of simple statement of truth as the
writer apprehends it, leaving the Spirit of God to com-
mend it to those able to discern. The Overcomer has
from its inception sought only to testify to truth as made
known in the spirit, in accord with the Spirit of Truth in
the written word. Inharmony with this, the Spirit-given
knowledge of the Lord’s near Return was made known,
and at once borne witness to. It is enough truth for
spiritual believers to lay hold of, and maxz reapy. All
prophetical literature should be read with open mind at

* When Mr. Panton knew of the forthcoming closure of the Over-

f‘o"!::r‘ he wrote, * How portentous—this going out of light after
ight. , . . :
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this time, and with prayer that the spirit of watching for
the Coming Lord be not dulled through the mind being
occupied with the events connected with His Return.
Above all let us guard the spirit of oN1TY With all members
of His Body in view of His Coming.

- » -

We felt free to print the letters from our correspon-
dents given in the October-November issue, referring to
the Feast of Tabernacles, and the possibility of our
Lord’s Return at that time, but we do not 'see that His
not having come means we must ** wait another year.” To
hold this attitude seems out of harmony with the watch-
ing, lest He should come at any moment (see Luke xii.
35, 36). Satan will use every excuse to rob us of present
faith for Translation. Let us keep to the vital command
to watch: undisturbed by varying thoughts around us.

* * -

‘We regret we were not able to give some notice in the
Oct.-Nov. issue of the Overcomer of its possible closure at
the end of the year, but the sense of responsibility placed
upon us in the stewardship of truth stood in the way of
decision, whilst for months the spiritual side was clear.
But directly the decision to obey God and leave the
outcome to Him, was taken, light for the founding of the
OvercoMER LITERATURE TrRUST Funp—outlined on page
203—was quickly given, and increasing light on every
aspect as the path of obedience was followed. We
regret, too, delay in the time of the publication of this
number, but it has been unavoidable.

= * L d

As we goto Press there are fresh indications that we
are being guided into wise foresight on the practical side
of the issue of the Overcomer, in view of the troublous days
we are in. In ignorance of the * closure '* decision, four
of our Centre Distributors—two with the largest distri-
bution list—write that they cannot continue their work
on account of the World-War. Some Subscribers abroad
are also unable to continue their subscriptions. We are
impressed more and more that God who foresees and
knows all that lies ahead is truly guiding us, and we sug-
gest to those of our readers who will personally feel the

_loss of the paper keenly, that they look upon its closure

as significant from the Advent viewpoint, and, rising into
the plane of the Spirit. remember that, united to Christ
as Head, there is an indivisible union in spirit of all who
move on together into the same plane of the Spirit life.
The Overcomer outward link may cease, but we are onein
our Risen Lord. Let our readers hold fast to that fact
in faith and prayer until we meet in the Master’s presence
face to face.

pe Special attention is called to the Orrice NoTEs
on page ii. of the cover of this issue, in which will be
seen our endeavours to adjust the practical results of
the closure of the paper, to the various classes among our
readers. This closing number of the Overcomey of PORTY-
FOUR pages, isissued as more than a DOUBLE one, although
no provision is made for its extra cost in the subscription
for 1914. We, however, feel assured that our subscribers
will forward to the office the price of the extra issue, and
thus enable us to meet the expense, which is considerable.

=" Will thos' who subscribe through our London agents

kindly send the sxira cost to them without remiudey to save
unnecessary expense and cost.
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An Accomplished Ministration.

*“ I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. . . ."—John xvii. 4.

* Neither count I my life dear unto
ministry which I have received of the Lor

myself so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
f esus. . . . —Acts xx. 24,

* I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course . . . henceforth . . . a crown. .. .'—

2Tim.iv. 7, 8.

HEN a Christian worker dies, people
say: “ What & pity ; what an excellent

worker he was. What a great loss!”
Baut if he had FiNisEED his work for God, then
it was no loss at all. It seemed a great loss to
Cansan to lose the miracle Worker—Jesus of
Nazareth ; but He said, “If I go not away the
Holy Ghost will not come unto you " (John zvi.
7). In like manner it may be said that if we are
not taken away in Translation, then the Christ
will not have come !

Moses finished his work. Aaron was taken
to the top of the mountain to die.* Paul knew
when his work was finished. Christ knew when
His was accomplished. We also ecan know when
we have finished any work given us of God.

Who can know that his work is finished ?
Primarily those who know their commission. If
you say “I da not know what my spiritual
work is,”t then you cannot expect to know when
you have finished it. Our Lord knew His com-
mission at twelve years of age, and He knew
when He had finished His work at the end of

' twenty-one years of fulfilling His Father’s will.

John the Baptist in prison sent to Christ
and asked, ** Art Thou He that should come,
or do we look for enother?” (Matt. xi. 38).
And yet he had been told by God that the
Messiah was He on Whom he would see the
Holy Ghost descending as a dove, and that his
commission was to bear witness to Him.}

John’s path into prison meant a death to
publicity ; in accomplishing his course he was
but an extinguished candle before the Rising
Sun. Naturally workers are willing to be
teken up to the pinnacle of publicity, but not to
be put in the dungeon, and forgotten by every-
body. Atsuch a time they need to remember
thet God has not forgotten them, and that even
this, however contrary to their judgment, is part
of His plan, and of the ‘“ course ” “which has to
be accomplished. Jonah wanted to die before
he had finished his work. And so did Elijah.

" But Elijah lived not only to finish his work, but

to be translated without dying.

* Cf. Deut. xxxii. 49, 50. The Apostle Peter also wrote **the
guttin off of my tebernsacle cometh swiftly even as our Liord

esus Christ signified unto me. . . .”” {2 Pet. i. 14).

+ Cf. Ephes, ii. 10, “good works which God hath before
ordain @ that ye should walk in them."

3 0f. John i. 28, 31-84. John iil. 28. Jobn had FINISHED His
coMMISSION when he was cast into prison.

The knowledge of finished work is the blessing
of those who have trudged along with God into .
the heights of spirituality. If you desire to
know God’s secrets you have to live near Him.
Enoch walked with God, and then was ¢ not
found, because God had translated him.” He -
was in God’s secret, and knew when his work
and life was finished. Before his translation he
was given the witness by the Spirit that he

. ¢ pleased God ”—that he had fulfilled His will.

If spiritual souls go on after they have the
witness that they have finished a specific com-
mission, they go on without Divine power, and
the work they execute will then have the image
and power of the flesh upon it.

If John had remembered the testimony borne
to him about Christ, and said to himself in
prison, ‘I have finished my work,” he would
have been free from harassing disturbances of
spirit and mind. Had he not already testified :
“ He must increase, but I must decrease’ ?
That was & glimmer of light to him which should
have li his path in prison.

Yes, we must all *decresse.” The instru-
ment must never eclipse the Master, But John
thought : If Christ was a King how could any
prison hold His servant ?

I have finished the work.” This was the
consciousness and testimony of our Lord before
He went to His awful death on Calvary. We
see early in His life how deeply impressed He
was with the Father’s business. And what
mature conclusions governed Him in His
untraditional behaviour. At twelve years of
age He holds a perfect interpretation of the fifth
commandment, and a perception into the laws
of the spirit life that none but the most spiritual
can possess. He began His commission at
twelve, and finished at thirty-three. What &
record!| He came from heaven expressly to
do the will of God. He knew that will; He
obeyed it ; and had the satisfaction of accom-
plishing it fully ; yea, at thirty years of age, at
His firgt public appearance, He had the testimony
of the Father that His conduct was satisfactory
to Him Who had sent Him into the world.

This is a profound truth : that no life in public
can be pleasing to God if the hidden springs of
the private life are not pure and boly. O the
glamour of the public life! Is pot all seen by
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the eye of man? O the drudgery of the private
life]  What unseen testings, and sighings, and
writhings, and temptations! The root of the
life in public is found in private. The public
life is but the outcome—the branches, the
flowers, the fruit of the hidden and strenuous
life lived in secret.

The Lord Jesus began the ¢ business” of
His Father at twelve years of age; He put it
down before that awful Cross. What deep con-
viction in this first knowledge of the Divine
commission. What magnificent testimony in
the last—'* I have finished the work Thou
gavest Me to do.” What a source of comfort to
His human personality before the awful suffer-
ing of the Cross, which would call forth-the
exercise of all His moral and intellectual power,
and demand up to the highest possible degree
that all these powers be concentrated on Him-
self, to enable Him to triumph and endure to the
end.

We also have only one life, and one commig-
sion ; but, alas, there are many who, like John
the Baptist, fret about their ministry, desiring to
go on when they have reached the terminus.

Christ bound on the Cross in open shame,
John in prison divested of his power—there was
no glory in this; yet both had finished their
work. The One knew it and testified to if; the
other doubted even the Divine testimony that
He whom he had baptised was the Son of God.
He thought that the presence of Christ on earth,
and the imprisonment of His forerunner—a
prophet of God—was incompatible with his
commission from Jehovah.

O that we were wise, and understood the
voice of God when He withdraws us from any
work. We should know our measure of service
by the power given to us of God to accomplish
service. To the man of spirit, who alone is able
to work as well as walk “ after the spirit,” to
pursue any work when God means his abandon-
ing of it, is to fall back on his own resources,
and, alas, to fall back from the spirit into the
flesh. If a man knows his specific ministry, let
him examine his work, and see if it continues
to open out before him, or does it bear evidence
of leading on to a terminus ?

Let us listen to the testimony of Paulin prison.
Does he yearn to emerge, and has he the con-
viction that he will ¢ abide in the flesh " (Phil.
i. 25) to meet the need of the Church, such as
he had when he wrote to the Philippians ? Nay,
he is filled with the evidence of the witness in
his spirit that his work is done, and he regards
his accomplished ministration with great joy.
His “ deaths oft "’ lay behind him ; before and
beyond him lay the * glory to be revealed,” and
be springs onward with a bound to be * with the
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Lord " which is *far better.” He had once
said that his one desire was to * finish his course
with joy,” and now in prison, years afterwards,
the end had come, and he cries *I1 have
FINISHED. . . .” He knewthat the ** ministry ”
he had “received of the Lord Jesus*’ was accom-
plished, and there lay before him the erown.

To-day, we too, are filled with the joy of
finished work, and being filled with the spirit of
finality find it sweet to move in spirit through
Scripture, and alight on everything that has a
gense and sound and note of ** FINISH "’ about it,
from the finishing of creation in Genesis, to the
ending of the curse in Revelation.

Bow striking is the short biographical sketch
of the forefathers of the race, as recorded in
Genesis. They lived, they begat—and they died
(Gen. v. 6-23). But how strange and sweet is
this solemn order broken by & new order: and
Enoch lived, and begat—and—¢ was nof, for
God took him ! ” Abel the pure was the first to -
suffer death—the first to fall under the dread
curse. Enoch the first to escape death—a type
of the countless millions who shall bave finished
with the grave, and death, and sin.

But the most glorious “Fmnise” was ab
Calvary—a ¢ finishing "’ which would release
many of earth’s vast millions of those dead in .
trespasses and sins,

What & joy in finishing! The boy his school,
the young man his college, the author his book,
the musician bis oratorio, the Apostle his work.
And what a joy to the Son of God when He
finished suffering our hell—the chastisement for
our sin (Isa. liii. 5). .

But oh, the curse that rests on the unfinished
performance of God's will, on people, or on men, -
and on all things done outside of, and unordained
by that will. The unfinished tower of Babel
stood as & memento of man’s fajlure to thwart
God. Saul's unfinished destruetion of his
enemies lost him s kingdom. His disobedience
robbed him of & crown. The unfinished war in
Canaan caused the nations of Canaan to molest
the chosen people, and they became thorns in
their side.

If it be sweet to finish the day’s labour, and to
return home for sweet rest in the cool of the
evening, how much more should we with Paul
rejoice when our life’'s labour on earth is
finished ?

We feel Translation is at hand! We knowin
the spirit that our ministration to the Church is
ended! When work is finished every worker
awaits death. BUT WE AWAIT TRANSLATION.

It is consoling to realise that it is not death
that ends our work, but our accomplishment of
the work God gave us to do. We have known
this for years, and used it as & weapon against



. Throne , .

180

the Prince of death. It was our faith: « No
‘death ' until my work is FinisEED.” For we
believe (1) that death cannot come to God’s
worker until he has rFivisEED HIS work; and,
(2) that each believer who is spiritual can have
the knowledge when he has finished his course of
life, and work on earth, and when this comes he
cen expect translation, or be ready for the passage
through death, as God may ordain for him.
To-day we are filled with the spirit of the end.
God has enabled us to accomplish our service to
the Church. Although we see possible work on
every side, yet we have the spirit witness of the
actual end of our commisgion. And in face of
this we dare not tempt God by attempting work
on our own resources. His will is greater than
our glory. His purposes greater than our accom-
plishments. Therefore we yield up the work to

Him, and by faith let our spirits rest in His'

living promise.

We now, like the prophets of old, have un-
burdened ourselves of ““ The Word of the Lord.”
Until its full transmittal to the Church, we could
not entertain any hope for relief of spirit.* But
at this time, and after such a ministration of
trath as we have sent out in the Overcomer and
other literature, we believe that this charge has
been faithfully accomplished to the glory of God,
and to the emancipation of the Church.

Signally, our ministration has been a ministra-
tion of war in the unseen realm. In the title of
the Overcomer has been signified the purpose of
its issue. The condition of enthronement with
Christ is expressed in His own words sent to the
Church by His Apostle : “ Unto him that oveg-
coMETH will I grant to sit with Me in My
. We have laboured toward making
believers ‘ overcomers.” We have sought to
teach them to war in order that they may reign.
We have striven to cause them to overcome in
order to share Christ’s Throne, for he that has
been girt by the panoply of God, and has wielded
the sword, shall be honoured to stretch out the
soeptre of the Most High.

We can easily and simply testify that no
superficial experience could fathom the * deep
things of Saten,” and enable us to show to the
reasonsble, as well as to the sceptical eyes of
man, the contents of this deep. What we have
taught has not been from the light of mere
intellectual illumination, but from that of deep,
varied, and awful experiences of the invisible
powers of darkness, whose methods of guile and
deception have brought many servants of the
Most High into a furnace of tribulation. :

-Had we ourselves escaped the wiles, we could
have written from conjecture and imagination
about the arch-fiend, but then it would have

Of. Acts xviii. 5; 8 Cor. ii. 18,
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been in the vital points essentially wide of the
mark.

Our writings have been correct in prineciple
according to the Scriptures, and precisely true
according to experience, and thus “ peculiar ” to
those who have not known the methods of the
spirits of the air (Ephes. vi. 12)—the peculiarity
arising out of the strangeness of the facts in the
experience of the Church in the last days of the
dispensation. Both the Apostles, Paul and
Peter, in their epistles warn us of the dangers
st the end of the age, and their peculiar colour.
And in the great prophetical Apocalypse of the
Second Advent, given to John on Patmos, our
Lord warns His people of the devil's workings.*
The Church to-day must not think that the Lord
Who was so vigilant over the enemies of His
Church when He spoke to John, has been
forgetful of the dragon’s machinations at this
present time. Many may possibly endeavour to
ignore the enemy, but the Lord, the Head of the
Church——does not do so. The weapons we have
shown to the children of God were forged by the
Divine mind, tested by Himself in war against
the foe, and made known in His Word to His
servants (cf. Luke iv. 4-18, Matt xvi. 23). As
the coat of mail, guaranteed as perfect, had to
undergo the ordeal of a fair test by smiting it
with the sword, so our Lord of battle has attested
the value of these weapons, and they have been
proved and declared to be more than sufficient
to make us conguerors. These then are the
wesapons we ourselves have used, and urged upon
others to take up, and to wield, and thereby to
attain unto victory. :

What military ** mines " have been rendered
inoperative and destroyed by the timely inter-
vention of God ! The foe's unseen schemes and
hidden ambushes have been most fully exposed
and destroyed by the wisdom of our Commander-
in-chief, Who leads unto victory the conquering
army of God. The victories belong to God. The
glory is His. We lay at His feet 2ll the spoils
of this Holy War.

The truths we have made known have been
received with gratitude by those who were open
to truth, and by others who were aware of their
need of light upon the causes of their bondage,
but they have also met with furious opposition.
Had we possessed any doubts of the truthfulness
of the message, we should have quailed, and our
steps would have been arrested, but the rage of
the enemy through buman instruments never
caused us to flee from the truth. We, like our
Master, have been *“hated without cause,”
because we have testified to truth that was
obnoxious to many Christians. But what we
ENEW TO BE TRUTH, by the grace of God we

* of. Rev.ii.10,18,94; iii.9. 1Tim.iv. 1-8; 2 Thes. il. 7-10.
1 Pet. v. 8,9,
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sent forth. To turn aside from what we knew
to be truth, and from truth needed by the Church
in an hour of peril, would be sin. This sin we
could not commit. ,

Then those who had a dislike to the message
began to abuse the messengers. But this is an
old custom. Those who hate the message and
cannot smother it, begin to belabour the
mesgsenger and to kill him. When .the message
torments, the prophet is slain, and left * dead in
the streets of the city "’ (Rev. xi. 8). Warfare is
not popular when it demands the presence of
the person in the front rank. Warfare is not a
bridal feast, so the truth itself could not be
popular. There are thoss who have held the foe
in contempt, but he has mocked at them in the
assurance that they were his captives.

And how strenuously the enemy has directly
resisted every truth, and every word of trith,
which has gone .into the Overcomer. What
battles with the foe have raged over every issue,
and what conflict and strivings of spirit were
endured in production of the truth. How terrible
was the work of dislodging the lies so deeply
imbedded in the minds of men, and so well
protected by the ¢ father of lies.” In this we
had to stand against fallen angels—a race of
superior intelligence, who untrammelled by any

infirmities of soul or body, labour. unweariedly

to oppose truth night and day.

It is not because of insufficiency of work, or
of material, that we close the Overcomer. There
are spheres of labour still open, and it would be
very sagreeable service to disseminate truth

"about revival, the principles of which have been
mastered by an experience of years of faithful
-obedience to the laws of the spirit. But
if God is closing the age, there should be co-
operation with the Holy Spirit in minutely
working with Him when %e closes our work on
earth. We should observe God’s guidance as He
leads us on in this path. In normal times there
is power to embrace and extend work ; but now
of necessity the power to do so diminishes as we
draw nigh to the end of life on earth. If, when
God is closing up your work, you take on
responsibilities outside of His will, then you
take on new work with diminished strength to
perform it. The nearer you come to the terminus
the less Divine strength is given if you are
finishing your course, for the word is then not
‘ forward ”’ on earth, bus * upward ” to heaven.

It was impossible for us to see the Millennial
issue of the warfare when we struck out against
the foe, and took as our war cry: « All the
victory of Calvary for the Church against Satan.”
Now, to- our great joy, we are to expect the
glorious Coming of Christ and the ascension of
the Church, and rejoice over a world without

181

Satan- and his demons. The issues are now
olear. The signs are plenteous and positive.
The earth vibrates with the tokens of Christ's
Coming. Terror and despeir have smitten the
ranks of the aerial kingdom of fallen angels.
They know that the pit is to open and swallow
them up. The Dragon knows his time is short,
therefore he gives himself to great rage.

Undoubtedly, in the ministry given to us, the
Lord has laid upon us the burden of the New
Age. And now, in 1914, eternal decrees are fast
becoming things of fact. The coming events
will mean & torment to the serpent, a joy to our
Christ, & rapture to the Church, and, in due
course, an ease to the world from & tyrannical
prince, whose government over it since the dark-
ness of Eden, even to the Millennial reign of the
Son of God, has been cruel and destructive.

We close the Overcomer in faith, not only
because we know we have finished our work in
its issue, but also because we believe and testify
to the Near Coming of the Lord. The spirit of
the end which is upon us, necessitates preparing
Jor the end. Our course is drawing to & close.

‘What we have to say now to all who haveknown
the truth, is READ—REMBEMBER—OBEY THE TRUTH.
We have only to repeat what we have said again
and again, for a plethora of truth has been
poured out upon our readers. They have been
soaked in truth. Let them now go back to all
they have read to find out what they want at the
present time. Nor let them think that they have
understood all that has been said, and therefore
do not need to re-read what has been written.
They may not have used it because they did
not understand. Isaiah did not go on repeating
his message. He gave it and left it to God.
Every fruit when it is ripe drops, and there is &
germ, & growth, and a ripeness in the reception
of and the knowledge of truth. Many of our
readers have yet but fruth in the germ, but the
God of Truth remains to watch over the truths
He has given us to minister.

The prayers of the Church have gone up to
God for the binding* of the foe, and he is already
potentially bound. The Coming of Christ will
banish him to the abyss. We now await the
descent of the Lord to meet His Bride. We

-await the great procession of the King Bride-

groom, the Son of the Most High, the Lord of
Hosts. . Evan RoBERTS.

JUST as men are afraid in battle, afraid of foes,

of looking upon swords, upon bayonets, and
facing the gun, so there are men who are afraid
to investigate truth. They are terrified at what
they would discover. Just as there are heroes
of battle so there are heroes of truth.—E.R.

* Ci. Matt. xvi. 19, xviii. 18: Rev. v. 8, viii. 8.5,
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THE OVERCOMER.

An Autobiographical Sketch.
By the Editor.

Quevcomer lies in the words * Finished
Work,” and it is a suitable opportunity for
placing on record a few autobiographical remi-
niscences showing that the closing of the paper,
because its work is ““finished,”’ is in accord with a
principle of the spiritual life, which should be
understood by those who know that they have
been carrying out in their service a definite
course under the leading of the Spirit of God.
This principle is clearly to be seen in the lives
of the servants of God recorded in the Scrip-
tures. Take Jeremiah and his call and commis-
sion. The Lord said to him, * Thou shalt go to
all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever 1
command thee, thou shalt speak” (v. 7). “I
have this day set thee over the nations . . . 1
have made thee a defenced city . . . they shall
fight against thee, but they shall not prevail . ..
for I am with thee . . .” Jeremiah then spoke
as he was given the word of the Lord, and, in
the midst of personal conflict and suffering, and
the giving of messages rejected,—and in his
lifetime, on the whole unfulfilled—he completed
his work. He did not plan or choose his service. He
was chosen for the service, and the service chosen
for him. He bad to fulfil it whether it was
acceptable or not (Jer. i. 17, 18). For the
messages were filled with the word * againsT,”
as he declared all that God was “ AGaINST,” even
to this day.

We find the same principle in the ministry of
Ezekiel. He was called, commissioned and
empowered for a definite service (Ezek. i. 1, ii.
1-10, iii. 1-17), and however much he suffered
gEzek. ix, 8) his work had to be carried out, and
amily and home held subservient to the com-
mand of God {Ezek. xii, 3-6, xxiv. 16-18). His
messages too were filled with the perpetual word
¢ AGAINST,” as God placed on record, by His
servant, His attitude to the evil of the world.

In the New Testament we find exactly the
same personal choice (John xv. 16) of God's
servants ; the same personal commission, with a
personal course of life and work ordained and
revealed. First in the life and ministry of the
Pattern Servant of Jehovah, the Lord Christ—
God Himself in human form. All through the
life of the Lord we see that He knows His com-
mission, and His *“.course,” and will not be
diverted from it by ties of affection (cf. Luke ii.
41-52), the scorn of brethren (Jobn vii. 5-9), or
the voice of the crowd (John vi. 15). He knew
when He bad finsshed His work in one district
(Mark i. 37, 38), and left for another; He did

THE key note of the closure issue of the

- trust.

not go beyond the limit of God in the work of
healing, which had primarily the purpose of ful-
filling prophecy concerning Him (Matt. viii. 16,
17). He worked the works of Him that sent
Him, not His own will or personal desires (cf.
John iv. 34, xi. 5-15).

The same clear fulfilling of a * course,” is
seen in the Apostle Paul, with the personal
guiding and restraining of God. Paul is chosen
{Acts ix. 15) for specific service, which costs
him great suffering ; chosen to be the Apostle to
the Gentiles with a message which even the
chief Apostles were not given to proclaim.* The
Apostolic Council at Jerusalem is in frequent
storms, and trouble through him, and his “new
message "'t and the fruits thereof. But he knows .
his commission, even though * they of repute ” do
not share it, and he must be .faithful to his
He must fulfill his part in God’s great -
plan for the Church, and His dealing with the
world. He knows by the spirit where he is to go
and what he is to do;{ when he is in the stream

"of the Spirit in staying in a place, by the unction

on the message (Acts xiv. 3) ; he knows when he
is restrained from a certain course {Acts xvi. 7),
and when he is being sent of God on another
errand (Acts xvi. 10); when he must go forward
even though it means death (Acts xx. 22); when
he has finished his work in ministering to
believers who loved him (Acts xx. 25); knows
that the “ wolves" will break in among them after
his departure (Acts xx. 29)—knows it all in hisspirit,
and by the Holy Spirit—and throughall he watches
only to *finish his course.” *Wolves” or
“no wolves,” the testimony at Rome must be
given, even though they break in to the flock he
leaves behind, whom he calmly commits to God.

How different all this is from the twentieth
century idea of © Christian work.” Men may
be truly led into this or that spiritual service,
which is mightily sealed of God because they
are in the current of His will, but they then
are apt to remain in that service long after
the Holy Spirit would lead them on to
another sphere. So with the truth which is
ministered. Alas, alas, the spiritual church is
divided up into sections holding various phases of

" truth, all because this principle of a definite

spirvitual course both in growth of the spiritual life
as well as service, isnot recognised. The believer
thrust into testimony at his conversion remains
at that stage, and moves round and round his
one theme in a circle ; the believer who receives
the Fulness of the Spirit and is thrust into testi-

*Cf, Gal, il. g. tActs xv, 6-12: xxi. 18-20. tActs 13, 2-4.
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mony concerning it, again remains at that stage,
and moves round and round it in a circle, oftimes
blind to any path beyond it. So it may be with
those who know the message of the Cross. They,
too, can revolve around that message when God
would have them press on into all the issues of
the Cross ; and others may remain in the warfare
stage of Ephesians vi. instead of pressing oninto
the whole counsel of -God. .

There is a “course” prepared for each
believer from the moment of his new birth,
providing for the fullest maturity of the new
life within him, and the highest which God can

- make of his life in the use of every faculty for

His service. To discover that *“course’ and
fulfil it is the one duty of every soul. Others
cannot judge what that courseis. God alone
knows it, and He can make it known, and guide
the heliever into it, as certainly to-day as He did

- Jeremiah and other prophets, Paul and Philip

and other apostles.

This brings me to the personal reminiscences
of my own *course,” which not only throws
light upon the significance of the step now taken
in the closure of the Owvercomer, but illustrates
the principle referred to in the lives of the
servants of God as recorded in the Scriptures.

I must first go back to the year 1892, in
RicEMOND, SURREY, when there came to me that
revolution in Christian life which can only be
described as a * Baptism of the Spirit.”* A
worker among girls, able to fake, with difficulty,
only one Bible class each week; with a body so
frail} that life was perpetually in the balance ; is
suddenly enabled to pour forth living messages
from the Word of God; is transformed from timid
nervousness into a bold witness; and enabled,
physically, to endure and to accomplish labour
in the service of God beyond both natural and
physical powers. '

The fruit of this sudden anointing is rich and
abundant in the little branch of the Young
Women'’s Christian Association, of . which she is
Hon. Secretary. The tide of the Spirit swept
until souls were saved, and young Christians so
filled with the Spirit that some found their way to
the Foreign Mission Field. The ¢ upper
room " of those days became a sanctuary from
whence the rivers fowed—north, south, eastand
west — a strong stream, within one year,
to my native town in South Wales. There,
through an unexpected visit, and the * happen-
ings,” that fill a life in the current of the Holy
Ghost with “ romance,” there came about an

* The story of how this came is told in ‘* Power for
Service.”” See Book List.

4 With tubercles in the lungs, healed by God at this
time of the Fulness of the Spirit, but leaving large cavities,
which to-day are only kept from active disease by the
power of God.
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offshoot of the Richmond Y.W.C.A. A tiny
twig of the Lord’s own planting, which grew
and grew in sturdy life until to-day it is one
of the strongest and most spiritual branches in
the country.

« Come down,” one wrote, after three years
or so, of visits to the young Branch, “and see to
your work "—but the Spirit of God made known
that the founder’s work was FINISHED. * Accord-
ing to the grace of God . . . I havelaid the founda-
tion,” and another must * build thereon . . ."”
(z Cor. iii. 10). Inthe Day of Christ founder
and after-builders will rejoice together. Till
then the founder's work is done.

The stream moves on in Richmond for four
years, varied with service in other places, through
doors opened one knew not how, until in
February, 1896, came, what was then a shock to
get the Master's Word, ¢ FiNiseD.” How could
it be the “ will of God ?” The tide of blessing
was at its bigh water mark. But to Leicester
the pillar of cloud removed, and the worker now
set free from organizing work, there came within
a month the first call to another land. The work
behind was FINISHED, in front the door opened to
regions beyond.

In June, 1896, I went to SWEDEN, for the first
Scandanavian Conference of the Y.W.C.A,,
when delegates from Finland, Norway, Denmark
and Sweden gathered for some four days in
Stockhbolm, for Conference meetings, sometimes
private, and sometimes open to all. It was then
1 first saw the Holy Ghost fall upon a meeting,
when the whole gathering, of some hundreds of
people, suddenly broke forth into audible prayer
at the same time, in English, Danish, Swedish,
Finnish, and other languages.* White-baired
Pastors and workers of all stages and' classes.
It was just “ The Holy Ghost FELL . . .” (Acts
xi. 15). : .

Thi)s visit to Sweden led still further to regions
beyond. In that autumn a Russian lady visiting
London asked me to visit Russia. This was a
test of faith. How could it be possible for one
so frail in body. But the leading of God was so
clear that launching out on the unknownin faith
that He who sent coald kszp His sent ones, I
found myself en route to St. Petersburg
(Petrograd) in January, 1897. The wonders of
the working of God on that visit are still living
in my memory.¢

* This proceeding was not suggested to the gathering,

for I had never before heard of, or seen a meeting break
outinto such prayer (eack in his own language).

+ I have journals of these wondrous days, which tell
.the story of how the little spiritual Church in Russia
eagerly learnt the two-fold Message of the Cross. Others
have since * built '’ upon this foundation, but then the
message was new to the precious and beloved saints in
¢ Petrograd.”
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In 1898 the stream again moved on to Russia,
Finvanp and DENMARK in the spring, with repeat
visits to Finland and Denmark in June. In
Finland in June the Conference of believers con-
sisted of delegates gathered from every part of
the land. The messages were translated into
Finnish and Swedish sentence by sentence con-
secutively, the Spirit of God so holding the
people that “after-meetings’’ were even possible.
One result of this visit was the rendering into
Finnish and Swedish many booklets of what is
now known as Ouvercomer literature.

Next year again the Hand of Godled to Russia,
but this time—February, 1899—the messenger
was taken ill and permitted of God to draw nigh
to the gates of death. All through the years
every step had been taken in clear and distinct
knowledge of the “work” and the “course.”
Was the “ course” to be finished in St. Peters-
burg in 1899? Nay! The Lord Jesus Christ
had not thus signified to me (2 Peter, i. 14). The
Spirit of God made known that the prince of death
was attacking thelife,and for ten days and nights—
taking turns in sleep—four Russian women of
God, ladies of ‘“honourable estate,” literally
held up their hands to God, in prayer for the
threatened life. When they flagged and let
down their hands, the ““enemy prevailed,” and
when they held on in faith—with an open Bible
before them—the foe was driven back, until on
an Easter Eve the knowledge in the spirit came
that the battle was won. The gates of hell did
not prevail. Rapidly, when the prayer battle
for life was o'er, the restoration came, and the
work in Russia FINISHED, for 1 was never able
to go again for service.

Back in England, the Hand of God led to
Keswick, when, just out of the jaws of death, for
the first time I joined the staff of the women'’s
meetings, by the invitation of the Trustees.

In 1900 came the voyage to Canada and to
the United States, but the story of the days in
Montreal, Ottawa and other Canadian cities, and
the Conference held near New York, with all
the special lessons of God's leading in new and
untried ways, must now be passed over, only to
say that after this, frailer in body than even in
early years, through the breakdown in Russia, I
retired from the public work in England, and
went abroad for the winter, clearly seeing that
God’s messengers needed to watch as keenly the
Spirit of God crying “ Halt,” as the word “ Go
forward.”

1900, 1901, and the early months of 1902 were
mainly years of literary labour as the winters
were spent abroad in Switzerland and other lands.

Russia was the home of “Thy Hidden Ones,”

and Davos Platz the place where “The Story
of Job” was written.
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Then at the close of 1902 came once more the
word of the Lord in a renewed command for
active service, and in a most extraordinary
way He pointed the path to Inpia. A letter
reached me from a stranger with the words
“God has shown me you are to go to
India, and you will come with me there...”
Much exercise of heart took place over this.
letter, and very carefully did 1 sift the evidences
whether it was of God, until all doubt was
removed, and the early months of 1903 found
me in India, giving the Lord's message in
Bombay and other cities. It was on this visit
that the tiny Bible Booklet, called “The Word
of the Cross,” was compiled at Coonoor for Dr.
Rudisill, of Madras. Since issued in many
millions, and, probably by this time, inover a
hundred languages, it has carried the message of

‘Calvary the wide world o’er.

With - the remewed commission  for active
service in the autumn of 1go2, and just before
the letter came with the call to India, the Spirit
of God began to move again in the same re-
markable way He had done in 1893, this time
toward the bringing into existence of the Lian-
drindod Wells Convention. The ¢ happenings™
were so strikingly of God, that when asked to
become convenor and chairman of the Conven-
tion, Mr. Albert Head could not but see the
Hand of God, and the Convention became an
historic fact in 1903.

Then came the AWAKENING IN WALES in the
autumn of 1904 and spring of 1905—how far
the direct result of the moving of God in the
Convention, eternity alone will tell; but from
the Revival in Wales it is at least clear, developed
the joint-witness and co-service of the collabor-
ators of the Book “War on the Saints,” in a
Testimony AGaINST the outbreak of demons upon
the spiritual Church, which followed the outpour-
ing of the Spirit of God in Wales.*

Here we pause 'to review the service of these
years from the view point of the message. , It
was in 1897 that the burden of the two-fold
message of the cross was laid upon me, and for
sevenyears was this proclaimed untilit culminated
with the issue of the book ¢“The Cross of Calvary.”
Given of God at a time when the mention of the
Cross was rarely heard in the pulpits of the land,

* the messenger was verily crucified by the

message, as it was rung out wherever the Spirit of
God gave an open door. This burden was lifted
and the specific commission FINISHED, when
there came from the Press in that same autumn

* In connection with the Awakening in Wales, it was
also my privilége during the years of 1906, 1907 and 1908,
by the enabling grace of God, to write a series of weekly
articles in the Life of Faith, on that great Awakening and
its after effects in other lands.
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book after book upon the Atoning work of God.*

After an interval of some three years—from
1903 to 1go6—then began the seven years’ joint-
witness of the Collaborators of the ¢“War Book,"”
against the Deceiver, Satan, and his army of
lying spirits let loose upon the people of God.

In just the same simple way in which God
had led in the past, with no premeditation on
the part of His messengers, and not knowing
from day to day what His morrow’s leading
would be, nor His ultimate dispensational pur-
pose in the issue of the Book—this new period
of service began. At first it was only the
gathering up of light upon the supernatural
experiences of the past, and then, on the part of
one of the witnesses, the leading on into a
prayer-warfare against the counterfeit workings
of the deceiving spirits of Satan, which more
and more roused their rage, and their onslaughts
on the witnesses, showing how their kingdom
was being shaken and despoiled. In the wisdom
of God these attacks only served to give more
light, and proof of the infallible power of the
Victory of the Cross as the witnesses pressed on
in the teeth of hell to fulfil what, by this time,
was clearly their trust.

This aggressive warfafe which was develop-
ing from year to year, in the awfulness of the
conflict, and the terrible power and activities of
the forces of Satan aroused by it, at last showed
that it would demand all the spiritual strength
and time which up to this period had been use-
able for other service ; and showed, also, that the
character of the commission demanded a sever-
ance in service from others not called to such a
witness, lest they should be hindered in their
own specific work, and the witnesses be hindered
in their testimony.

It was no small thing, therefore, when the
Spirit of God indicated that my service in the
‘Women's Meetings at Keswick was FINISHED,
and in 1909 a letter of withdrawal was written.
Ten years again had been the period of this
ministry ; and now the messenger was being
called on by the Spirit of God to a path of testi-
mony in which it could be said, “ The Holy
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds
and afflictions abide me.”

The cost of this step of obedience was very
keen. The Word of God deeply severed soul

* This shows that a specific message given of God, and
witnessed ' to under His Hand, produces effect in the
unseen realm, more than in the world of men. The Rev.
W. D. Moffat, of Edinburgh, called my attention to
this sudden outflow of books on the Cross, as he took
me to his library, and showed me on one shelf the collec-
tion he had made of literature on the atonement. I have
already referred in the Quercomer to Mr. Moffat's recog-
nition of the burden God had laid upon me, and what I

owed to his prayers and his ceaseless urging of me to be
faithful in the delivery of my message.
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from spirit,.as I saw (1) how the sow! shrank
from a real crucifixion to the world, even when
the spirit is strong to follow the Lord in His
path of the Cross; and (2) how the soul could
unknowingly feed upon the * fellowship " side of
Spirit-given and Spirit-anointed service for God.

Very different was my experience when two
years later, in 1911, came the same clear guid-
ance from God to withdraw from the Llan-
drindod Convention, The day before going to the
Convention a letter of resignation was written
in faith that the Spirit of God would show
at the Convention the meaning of His lead-
ing. And truly He had foreknown the path.
The Message of the Crossand of the Warfare was
given, and borne witness to by the Spirit of God,
in light to souls in need of deliverance from the
oppression of the foe, but the messenger saw
that God had once more said * FINISHED,” and
her work in the Llandrindod Wells Convention
was done. God had opened for His people a
marvellous realm of truth, which to withhold
from the Church of God, would mean not only
eternal loss to the Church, but involve blood-
guilty unfaithfulness to God on the part of
those to whom it was given. . The truth to be
unfolded, too, needed the full time of a Conven-
tion for its elucidation, and it could no longer be
faithfully made known in occasional addresses
and side meetings. So, once again the step was
taken. The letter, written under obedience to
the Spirit, with no outward evidence of its need,
was handed in to the Council, and we parted,*
they giving unto me “ the right hands of fellow-
ship,” that I “should go unto the” saints with
the warfare message, and ¢ ¢hey unto the ”’ saints,
who needed other aspects of truth (Gal. ii. g).

‘Was this step also not one of pain? o.
The bonds with the Llandrindod Convention
were rooted in God, ard the spirit was kept in
the heavenly plane, when He who had begun the
work now said ‘ FINISHED.”

God withdraws His servants when they have
finished their work in' one sphere, and thereby
closes one door of service, but He opens another
before them until they finish their course. The
Matlock Convention, begun at Whitsuntide,
1912, had just the same spontaneous rise as the
one at Llandrindod, in the “ happenings ™ which
brought it about, for the specific purpose of
unfolding the Warfare message to the Church of
God. Three of these Conventions have now
taken place, the numbers increasing year by
year, as the Warfare message was understood,
and the need of fuller knowledge of its applica-
tion to the present period of the Church'’s history,
grew upon the spiritual children of God.

* 1 still continue to be one of the Trustees of the Con-

_vention.
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work” in the closure of the Quvercomer—this time
after a six years’ ministry.* Another piece of
service begur by the leading of the Spirit and
with the same marks of His moving, and guiding
in each phase of the service, as all other steps 1
have referred to. Just as remarkably as the
doors opened in earlier days, so the doors opened
before the printed messenger sent forth through
storm and stress, until its witness penetrated
the spiritual section of the Church in every land.
In far away Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, Soudan, Egypt, North Africa, Japan,
Korea, China, Thibet, India, Burmah, Northern
and Southern Europe, North and South and
Central America, and isle after isle on the seas,
our readers are -to be found. 7The * testimony ”
. has reached God’'s people in every clime as only
He who led in the early days could lead to the
end.f '

The latter “works” are manifestly of the
pattern of the first. It can be'seen that they
have followed a definite “ course™ marked out
by God, who has been obeyed without hesitation,
even when it seemed that the messenger was
turning away from a * great ministry "’ with loss
to the Church of God. Butonly He who plans our
course can know the goal He is leading on to. It
.seemed a “loss’”’ when the word ** Finished "’ came
to the worker at Richmond, but God meant free-
dom to reach the lands far away. It seems like
“loss” to close the Overcomer at this point of the
Church’s need, but He who leads on will reveal
His plan and purpose. It may be the final
“ Finish "’ ere the Church ascends to be with
Him. .

And now for the help of others who would
know the conditions upon which such a leading
of God became possible, I must refer to two
outstanding characteristics of this path of service,
which bear witness that it was the fulfilling of a
oourse planned and guided by the Spirit of God.

The first is, that from the time when the
Baptism of the Spirit came, and thrust me out
into unpremeditated service in 1892, every * open
door” in my path was set before me, unsought
for, untbought of, and unplanned. 1 then saw
that I was in a current of the Spirit which would
lead me on into all the plan of God for my life,
and that my one business was to make sure
of being in the will of God, and, being sure, to
keep myself free to carry out His will. This
brought about deep rest of heart and simplicity
of purpose. It eliminated all planning and
troubling about the future. ‘“Am I in the will
of God now ?” was the question, “then He will
reveal whence He leads to-morrow.”

+ Seven years again, if the little Occasional Paper issued
in 1908 is reckoned as part of the magazine service.
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And now comes the last piece of ¢ Finished’

But the conditions of knowing the will of God
were : no “ bias " to any path however pleasant,
or apparently “good for the Kingdom ”; no
double motive, however good, ¢.g., « policy ” for
the “good of the Kingdom ”; no personal aim
however justifiable, ¢.g., the electing to go a
voyage on the Lord’s service, and—the good of
myself as part of the motive ! '

The “voyage " might be good for myself, and
the work’s sake, but that must not deflect the
compass needle of the soul seeking to know the
will of God.

The second characteristic of the path of ser-
vice I have outlined was, that as God opened the
doors, so He provided financially, and otherwise,
all that was needed to enter them, and this He
did apart from all councils, and committees.
In apostolic fashion He moved His own hidden
saints to * set forward” on her journeys His
messenger, in a manner *“ worthy of God.” 1In
land after land, as door after door opened, the
supply never failed. Only one condition was
necessary on the messenger’s part—io keep free to
follow the will of God, and that only.

And now, once more reverting to the closure
of the Overcomer, we believe that our obedience
to the Spirit of God in the closure of the paper
will (1) surely lead Spirit-guided workers to
examine their positions, and discover from God
where they are in their “ course.” It may lead
some to find that they have been misled by the
voices of men, or by the exterior prosperity of
their service, to continue in work in which they
have not perceived the indication of the Spirit
of God for their withdrawal.

It will (3) lead others to understand that God
has been working toward the finish of some
specific service by the withdrawal of unction
upon it, but they did not discern His workings.
It will (4) show some that there is work they-are
clinging to as ‘“ given of God,” long after they
should have been content to let it pass to other
hands,* even though they may, from the human
side, have special claims upon it. It will (5), I
trust, lead all to seek the face of God, and know
from Him His will for the concluding days of
their life and service on earth.

And, finally, we believe that God Himself will
speak to His watching saints to make ready for
His Coming ; for if the Holy Spirit is preparing
to withdraw from the world, we may reasonably
expect that He who so definitely led His
servants in the past, has now as clearly led to.
the closure of their service in the QOvercomer, as a
work completed, ere the Church ascends with
Him.

« To the only wise God be the glory unto the ages'”
(Rom. xvi. 27).

* Perhaps unable to do the work so well.
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The Prayer-Ministry of Evan Roberts.

“ A servant of Christ Jesus . . . labouring fervently in prayer . ..”—Col. iv. 12, R.V.

prayer in Newcastle Emlyn in the aatumn

of 1904, but when the unexpected hap-
pened, and he found himself on a tide carrying
him, whether he would or not, into public
ministry, the call to prayer for the time being
sunk info abeyance.

It did not return as & definite call demanding
attention until sometime in the spring of 1907.
He was then in Leicester, in the weakness of a
breakdown in health, which had kept him aside
from public work since the.beginning of 1906.

Even during this time of weakness there had
been many indications of his power in prayer,
and some very extraordinary answers to prayer
had been given. In one case the sudden break
up of a spurious Revival movement which was
proceeding as & flame of fire, took place after one
time of prayer, and other results as marked were
seen, not only in Britain, but in lands beyond the
sea. The potentialities of such prayer, and the
responsibility of using what was evidently a gift
of power in prayer, did now and.then break on
the vision of those around him, but they, with
many others, had their minds fixed on the
apparently greater gift of reaching the multi-
tude, and were watching eagerly for the word of
God to come to him which would once more
send him forth for *Revival ”’ service.

But the ‘¢ gifts and calling of God are without
repentance,” God had other thoughts for His
servant, and greater needs in His Church than
could be met either by pulpit or platform in the
days then coming on the spiritual Church.

The call to prayer came back suddenly one
day in the spring of 1907. The Lord's servant
had been for two hours or more, with another,
dealing exhaustively in prayer with the needs of
the moment. The * time of prayer’’ was over,
and he was occupied with some other thing,
when a “draw " to prayer came again, and he
said to himself, *If I obey this, I shall be always
‘praying.’”’ He dropped the matter in hand, and
followed the draw to prayer, when he discovered
o spring opened, as it were, in his spirit out of
which came & prayer  stream ” full of unction,
just as other Bpirit-taught believers find God
opens the Word to them for the ministry of
teaching or preaching.

It is only now in looking back over the seven
years of prayer that followed this hour, that it is
possible to see, (1) the purposes of God in this
call ; (2) the equipment of the chosen instrument
for the fulfilment of those purposes; and (3) the
issues to the Church of Christ that lay in
obedience to the call.

EVAN Roberts says he had the *call” to

First, as to the purposes of God. These seem
best summed up in the words of Isaiah, * Yes,
truth faileth . . . and He saw that there was no
man, and He wondered that there was no inter- -
cessor . . ."” (Isa. lix. 15, 16) ; and the Word of
the Lord through Ezekiel, ¢ I sought for & man
. . . that should . . . stand in the gap before Ue
for the land . . .” (Ezek. xxii. 30).

The demon-hosts of hell had swept upon the
Church awakened in the Revival, and truly there
was ‘““no man " who clearly realised the peril, to
“gtand in the gap” before the Lord, with hands
uplifted like Moses against the unseen foes
whilst Israel battled in the plain. * Truth™
was failing through the lying spirits counterfeit-
ing every truth of God, and there was **no inter-
cessor,” for there were none who saw deeply
into the depths of the realm of counterfeit, and
the basic causes of giving ground to the
Deceiver in this new peril of the Church.

Second, as to the equipment of the instrument
It is clear that no believer can pray beyond the
measure of his knowledge. Each man’s range of
experience is therefore an asset to the whole
Church, and a stewardship given to the man for
the whole Church. The experience gained by
the Lord's servant in the Revival in Wales was
unique from the supernatural standpoint, not to
speak of other aspects visible to the world of
men. There was unveiled to him & realm con-
cerning the subtle workings of the devil which
became of the highest value asmaterial for prayer.
‘Without this knowledge he could not have prayed
so effectively, and herein we see the wisdom
of God in choosing & man who having- suffered
above his fellows was thereby equipped - to pray
for those who in the hour of the Church's peril -
would be in abnormal suffering.

This is borne out directly by the Scriptures,
in which we are told that our Lord’s fitness
to be our High Priest lies in the fact that  He
wes tempted in all points like as we are . . .”
The measure of the Lord's experience on
earth, because He drank the cup of sorrows to
the dregs, is the measure of His ability to pray
for usin heaven. Ah, what must the Lord know
experimentally of the needs of the Church ; what
must He see as He looks from His place of inter-
cession; how He remembers what He suffered
at Calvary from friend and foe—all this was His
preparation for prayer when He entered upon
His heavenly work of making intercession for us.

The intercession of Christ in heaven—aacord-
ing to the Secriptures—does not -do away with
the need of tntercessors on earth ; why, we cannot
fully know until we join our Lord in heaven.
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Thirdly, it is now, and only now, that we
can see in clear perspective the issues to the
Church of Christ that lay in the obedience of
God’s servant to the call. The dispensational
aspect is referred to in other papers* in this
number. We speak now of the individual
members of the Church of Christ. These will
not kmow until they reach efernity what they
have been saved from by this ministry of prayer.
It has been no small thing for the Church of
Christ to have one member with deep experience
give himself wholly to prayer, with no personal
desire to leave his hidden work for the more
attractive service of ministering to the multitude.

And this not only from the standpoint of
prayer, butiof stewardship on behalf of the Church.
* As every man hath received the gift” he is
called to ** minister the same, one to another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”’t
Deep spiritual knowledge and deep experience
is a *“ gift "’ to be used for the Church. How ?
Only by * preaching” ? Nay. What is said in
preaching is of necessity limited by the measure
of the hearers. A man may *‘ preach” and have
three parts of his gift of knowledge unused. A
man may * teach,” and again have depths upon
depths of experience unexpressed.
PRAYER there is no limit. The inexpressible to
man can be expressed to God, and hence used to
its utmost extent for others. The deeper the
experience, the deeper the capacity and know-
ledge to pray, and hence the greater the results
to God’s people. -

Let us now see how the opened spring of
prayer was developed, and used until it increased
in volume, and became a deep strong stream,
able to compass in prayer the needs of the whole
Church, and in fellowship with God to under-

stand from Him what to ask, and to hold in

faith for the universal Church.

It was “ developed ” as every man develops
some gift he discovers within him. First by
obeying every ‘ draw " in the spirit to prayer,
and pext by praying how to pray ! e.g., every un-
nameable burden that came on the spirit was
prayed over to discover what it meant for prayer.
And prayer would be focussed upon the—at
first—unnameable ¢ burden ”’ until light would
break, gleam by gleam, and its cause was known.
Then by the lifting of the burden and the relief of
spirit would be given the clue to its purport, and
all this prayed over again until at last all could
be gathered up into one clear definite petition
with assurance of its being in the mind of God.

Then every thought that came to the mind
was at once turned into prayer. Others seize
slight” from God upon truth, or experience,

*The change of the dispensations, p. 188. ** War on the Baints
end its dispensational significance,” p. 180.

+1Pet.iv, 10. 11, 3} Cf, Heb, v. 7.

But in
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with the purpose of fransmitting in Bible elass,
or preaching, but this servant of God eagerly
seized light as it came as fuel for prayer.

¢If I do not turn it into prayer I may lose i$,””
he would say, and so he guarded against what
he called ‘“leakage,” in prayer, by allowing any
thought in the mind, or burden, or pressure on
the spirit, to escape hig stewardship of prayer.

By this daily and momentary giving of him-
self to co-work with the Holy Spirit in every
spirit movement to pray, and every thought
given to the mind as knowledge for prayer,
gradually his whole being was, so to speak, shut
up to the prayer service. It took his whole
time, as other absorbing work tekes the time of
other men. It became the one ‘‘engagement,”
and the one claim of his life. He was living in
another world, occupied with service in the.
unseen realm, and therefore he could only have.
his spirit and mind free for outer things when
Grod released him from this service of prayer, by
his having nothing left to pray for, and he was,
as he said, right up-to-date with his **work’ of"

ayer.

And it was truly the “prayer of faith.” God
was Gob to this labourer in prayer (Col. iv. 12).
The word of God was the “word of God,” and.
hence to be trusted and acted upon implicitly.
The basis of all this prayer was FAITH: e.g., faith
that as some spiritual knowledge was given to.
him, and he prayed that others in the spiritual
Church should be given that light, those needing
that light would be given it wherever they were;
and even if they did not get it consciously, they
would be prepared by prayer for that truth when
it reached them in the Providence of God.

This explains why the book *War on the
Saints” was so quickly understood by those who.
needed 1ts light. First, because all the truths in
the Book came from light on experience obtained
by prayer, and secondly because all in need of
that light were prepared by prayer to receive the
light long before the book was published. The.
book itself may be seid to be full of truth in the
germ. The terse statements summed up con-
clusions arrived at by exhaustive prayer, and.
proved by testing their effective working.

Then, through the knowledge already gained
of the deep workings of the kingdom of darkness,.
all the ramifications of those workings were
dealt with in prayer, asking exposure and
destruction on the ground of the Calvary victory
of the Son of God. Every known possible counter-
feit by demons of what God does and can do, was.
prayed through in detail ; every known need of the .
children of God, for light and deliverance; every
phaseof truth branching outfrom whatis described .
as ““germ truth” was dealt with in prayer—open-.
ings out of truth not possible to give in the.
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compass of the volume, concerning the workings
of the kingdom of darkness, and the way of
victory over them by the children of God. The
terse directions, too, given in the book to those
who found themselves in the net of the deceiver,
were all obtained and tried and proved in the
orucible of prayer. They wers not ¢ Saul's
armour,” but of the make of David's sling-stones,
wielded with sure faith in what grew to be a
* prayer-war "’ against the forces of Satan.

This prayer-work lasted, without intermission,
for seven years, for even at night, he says, he
fell asleep praying, and awoke in the morning
with his spirit and mind salert for dealing with
God. In deep spiritual isolation the work was
done, with & orucifixion in the personal life that
few could endure, or understand. Alone and
misjudged, or his work not understood, the
faithful intercessor ploughed on. Tenacity of
will would not have sufficed to enable this
prayer-labourer o hold on year after year, with
all outer things, both painful and pleasant,
made subservient to his trust. He himself says
that he had mo choice, from the standpoint of
the suffering in his spirit when the burden
upon it was unrelieved by prayer. Others saw
and bore witness to the marks of the Divine
source of the prayers. No human mind could
have conceived them, for they were Divinely
inspired, as if the spirit was in perpetual com-
munion with God, catching His mind concerning
men and things, long before it reached the outer
world—and reached even many children of God.

All this is reasonable when viewed from &
spiritual standpoint. Apart from any special call
to prayer, any believer who walks with God so
closely as to keenly watch and discern every
movement of His Spirit, and do this year after
yeer as the one thing, must of necessity become
“quick of scent” in the fear of the Lord, and
quick in understanding the ways of God.

This fact explains, too, why this servant of
God seemed to require so little outside informa-
tion for prayer. God laid upon him the need
oftimes before the exterior knowledge reached
him, and thus came about what had been thought
his ‘¢ extraordinary” prevision. Elijah, as &
men of prayer, knew in his spirit the mind of
God for Israel, and prayed what God purposed
for the land. ’

In like manner the issues of that call to prayer
which began so simply in 1907 show that this
servant of God hes been & man who ¢ stood in
the gap” against the onrush of counterfeitin
demons upon the spiritual section of the Chureh.
And now that that tide upon the Church has
subsided;* and the outbresk of lying spirits is

8.g., & * tide” of the Holyng}ﬂrit breaks forth and subsides,

with results remaining in viduals. So & *tide™ from the
pit rushes forth and subsides, leaving some nnder its power,
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raging in the outer world of men, this prayer-
labourer is still engaged in prayer, but prayer,
it may be said, of & different form, 4.e., not
directed ageainst the hosts of darkness in their
counterfeiting onslanght on the Church, but in
their workings in the world of men, e.g., in their
raging among the nations as war-demons; in
their work in the Papal church as the * Babylon ”
of the apocalypse ; in Spiritism as leading men
away from God—in brief, PRAYER as it concerns
the crose of the old Dispensation and the open-
ing of the new, the adjusting of the nations, the
return of the Jews to their land, and all God’s
programme as set forth in the Seriptures.

The outstanding characteristic which over-
shadows all others in Evan Roberts, is his
manifest ANCHOR WITHIN THE VEIL—the inevit-
able result of a life of perpetual prayer. Thus
** anchored,” no tumult, or touch of the rushing
twentieth century spirit seems to move him.

 Prayer,” he says, ‘‘is a definite transaction
with God "—a committal to Him of everything
s it arises; and once committed, or * prayed
over,” that thing, whether it be work of demons
or sin of men, untoward circumstances, or per-
sonal trouble, is transferred to God to deal with
according to His will. And from that momen$
of ¢ committal ”’ the believer who really commits,
has no further care; faith—true living faith—
rests on God's faithfulness, and is not concerned
or disturbed by exterior things. Faith, anchored
in God, holds steady, and, as & rope to an anchor
pulls & tossing ship to safety, compels the
* things seen " to give place to the things eternal.

This is visibly true in this man of prayer.
Once anything is * prayed over” he is as un-
disturbed as if it did not e;l:ist, for it 1I:’nﬂeltz,ns that
he is no longer cerrying the responsibility ; it is
placed upoE God, a,n% then if ¢ hun?y " or
“ fumult ” comes * it has been prayed over " is
enough for calm, '

Let any believer live like this for years, and
there will come upon him, too, the stamp of the
eternal ; impetuosity of speech and action will
subside ; the fever of haste in manner.and gait
will pass away. The * anchor ” will hold even
when the nations are shaken, and no spot of
pesce on earth can be found.

Finally, in lifting the veil in the last issue of
the Overcomer, from the prayer ministry which
initiated the paper; obtained in prayer truths
set forth in its pages, and steered it through the
opposing forces of darkness; we would say that
we have sought to write the brief story in words of
truth and soberness, that others may understand
also how to give themselves to prayer in this
hour of need—and know how their knowledge
can be turned into prayer for the relief of their
own spirits, and the hagtening of the Lord’sreturn.
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“War on the Saints.”

A brief review of its dispensafional significance.

HE last issue of the Owvevcomer cannot go
T forth without a renewed testimony to the
truths in this book, and a brief review of
what it has meant to the spiritual Church dispen-
sationally, and individually since its publication
in October, 1912,
We say dispensationally, because it is impossible
to get a true spiritual perspective at the present

time unless we read the events of the last decade

from a dispensational view point. It is the
difference understood by men of the world as
existing between ¢ thinking locally * and ** think-
ing imperially,” ¢.g., between viewing everything
in Britain as relating to a certain locality, or in
relation to a world-wide Empire.

That the issue of “War on the Saints” had a
dispensational significance can be seen if it be
considered in relation to the WeLsu RevivaL
and as a sequence to it, for the Revival meant
more than a “ Revival in Wales,” because of
the * Time of the End” in which it appeared.

The prophetical events occurring before the
eyes of an astonished world to-day, confirm the
fact clearly seenrby those who watch the dis-
pensational workings of God, that the Revival
which broke out in Wales in 1go4 had a dispen-
sational significance, and was actually, speaking
in a general sense, the beginning of the period in
which God set His Hand to close up the
Christian dispensation. The first act of God in
this work of closure was to open heaven and
pour out upon the Church* a tide of the Spirit
of God parallel to the Pentecost which opened
the transitionalt early stage of the Christian dis-
pensation;}{ a Divine revivifying of life which

* Always meaning in this paper the spiritual and not the professing
Church of many denominations.

+ That the Pentecostal period was a fransitional stage between the
Jewish and Christian dispensations, in which the one overlapped the
‘other seems clear,

{ The Greek word translated dispensation signifies the
act of administering. It is a compound word made up of
oikos (2 house) and nemo (to deal out as a housekeeper, to
dispense). In English it is used in the word economy.
In Luke xvi. 2-4, it is rendered stewardship; in 1 Cer.
ix. 17; Ephes. i. 10; iii. 2, 9 (R.v.); Col. i. 25, and
1 Tim. i. 4 (».v.) it is rendered ** dispensation.”” Truth
belonging to one dispensation, may be set aside in a later
dispensation, ¢ g., the dispensation of law is displaced by
the dispensation of grace. Certain rites enjoined upon
Israel under law are set aside and called ‘‘ weak and
beggarly elements’ in the dispensation of grace. ({See
Gal. iv, 8-11, v. 1-3, vi. 12-16). A truth being called
** dispensational ' means that it is specifically applicable
to a certain period of the administration of God in His
dealings with the Church and the world.—From Dispen-
sational Truth, by C. H. Welch, published by F. P.
Brininger, 4 Spratt Hall' Road, Snaresbrook, London,
N.E. (3/6 net).

would sweep throughout the Body of Christ, and
its members in all parts of the world, and quicken
it into a living organism, preparatory for ascen-
sion to meet the Lord at His coming. -

To understand what is meant by this statement,
we need to keep the view point of the Body of
Christ as a whole, so constantly set forth by the
Apostle Paul, as a spiritual organism, in which
each member has received imparted Divine life
(cf. especially 1 Cor. xii. 12-27). ‘lhis is the
*Church ¥ Paul perpetually speaks about, and
for which he toiled and laboured. He had the
universal vision of the man who sees all things
from the Divine standpoint., True, he said that
he laboured to be able to present * eack man full
grown in Christ,” but it is *the Church” he
yearns over, and for whom he is ready to fill up
the afflictions of Christ. This * Church” is the
SPIRITUAL ORGANISM of a' new creation—a
heavenly body, consisting only of the born-ones
of God (Scofield). This is the ¢ Church” that
Christ gave Himself for, and which is the full-
ness of Him that filleth all in all ; and this is the
* Church ” which God poured forth His Spirit
to awaken in 1904, and which was awakened
throdghout the world, as the power of God
moved forth from Wales.* ~

The dispensational significance of the Revival
in 1904 meant the arousing and revivifying of
those who, throughout the world, formed the
members of the invisible organism called Christ’s
Body. The ones united to Him as the Head,
who after belng purged with fire were to share
HisThrone, whilst He dealt in judgment with the
world. The conversion of sinners was not the
primary purpose of God in the 1go4 Revival—
although sinners are always * converted” when
the * Church ”’ is awakened. THE PURPOSE Was
‘DISPENSATIONAL. 1904 seems to have been the
beginning of the decade allotted by God for the
awakening, maturing and preparation of those
who belonged to the Body of Christ—all in view
of ultimate Translation. Butmore had to be done
than the quickening of the Body. It had not
only to be matured, and brought to full growth,
but all its members had to be purified by fire
through fiery trial, not only to purge away dross,
but to test and prepare one and the other for
their places in the new government of the
Coming Reign of Christ.

For this supreme fiery test of overcomers fitted

* The writer had personal experience of this, for she was two
hundred miles away when the tide of the Spirit broke forth in Wales,
but it reached her in the spirit apart from any human voice, and lifted
her spirit into a plane of spiritual life in spirit, soul and body, not
reached before.
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to share the Throne, there came—permitted by
the sovereign Word of God—the avalanche of
demons to assault and overwhelm the Church.
The-ones who were to reign must overcome as
Christ overcame, not only sin, but the world and
Satan. They must overcome as He overcame.
The opened heavens was followed by the wilder-
ness in the Lord’s experience, and so it must be
with the awakened born-ones of God. :

Then came seven years of ¢ War on the
Saints ”’ by the demon hosts of hell ; and truly
Spirit filled believers throughout the spiritual
Church were plunged into untold and indescrib-
able tribulation. Every truth of God they had
known was laid hold of by the wily foe and so
misinterpreted as to beguile many into the nets
of the deceiver. The very foundations of all
they had believed were shaken. They were left
with nought to rest upon but the Faithful God,
and the unshakeable Rock of His Word.

1t was a dispensational warfave because following
a dispensational outpouring of the Spirit, and a
dispensational onrush of demons upon the true
born-ones of God. A warfare belonging to the
Time of the End, therefore practically unknown,
and unprepared for in the literature of the Church,
although clearly to be discovered in the Word
of God when the time of the end had come.

At the end of seven years the book * War on
the Saints” appeared, brought forth by the
travail of the tribulation of those years, a true
and precise Text-book, exposing the tactics of the
demon hosts, with the way of deliverance for
those who had been entangled in their snares.

The Book was welcomed at once by those
who knew the peril of the hour, and others who
found in it an answer to their need. Then, just
as the tide of the Spirit reached those for
whom God had specially sent it, so the Book
bearing the light His oppressed children needed,
was guided by Him to the ones for whom it was
written, and 1n {welve shovt months the first edition
was well-nigh exhausted. Letter after letter
poured in upon the writers during this year (1913)
confirming from every view point the precise
exactitude of its statements, not only in depicting
the experiences of many of the most spiritual
children of God, but the effectiveness of the
weapons for victory placed before them.

- Dispensationally the Book was in sequence to
the Revival of 1904, and dispensationally it ante-
dated the Translation Message given in October,
1913, just one year after its issue We have no
space to record the multitudinous ways in which
was manifested the intense and bitter opposition
of the evil spirit beings to the book and its
writers, but the Spirit of God restrained their
rage until rhe truth had reached the ones for
whom it was given, and THEN the storm of the
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terrible ones broke forth, shaking even the
world of men. For seven years the mighty
weapon of prayer had been wielded directly
against the kingdom of darkness, and one year
sufficed for the Spirit of God to press forth the
knowledge gained in the prayer-battle, and then
came the breaking through the withstanding
hosts of evil, into the plane of Translation. The
storm of the terrible ones at once began. The
week of the Advent Message witnessed such
events in the world that 1t was called the
« Black Week."*

The decade of years—transitional yedars—
allotted by God for the spiritual preparation of
the Body of Christ for ascension, now seems to
be o'er, and that we have entered the period in
which He will deal in judgment with the world.
The *“ Church ™ peviod of fiery tribulation appears
to have ended. '

Many pages would not suffice to lift the veil
from what the Book has meant to individual
members of the Church of Christ. We have
published a few of the letters received, chosen
with a view of giving light to our readers on the
theme of the Book, and we have only space now
for the following, written by Missionaries in a
heathen land, and typical of the many Spgirit-
JSilled sevvants of God who have been released
from the oppression of the enemy, through the
light given in its pages.

A Missionary writes under date of June, 1914:

‘When I saw the book I was at first afraid to read it,
. .. but I dared to read it now, feeling it must only be of
the Lord. God opened my eyes to see the truths revealed
there. . . . Gradually, as T read on, God, by His Spirit,
pierced right into my soul and spirit, and I now under-
stand . . . why this conflict, depression, darkness, and
failure in work, Day by day it is more and more unfolded.
I have stood for a long time now on Rom. vi. 11, Rev.
xii. 11, and James iv. 7, and known victory over sin, but
no blessing that one knows of anywhere in souls, more
than that some have been influenced, but no out and out
definite decisions. I have cried to the Lord to be shown
where the wrong is—~whether working on wrong lines or
plans. . . . I have told the Lord I bave doneall I can, and
I have wondered why, after such full surrender to Him,
He has not done more, for it has seemed I had to do so
much. Oh, the oppression and persecution of the enemy,

Now I understand why the souls are not brought in ;
why the money does not come in; why on all sides we
seem hindered, stopped. . . . There are souls all around
bound by sin and the devil, but have not known how to
deliver. The growing conviction has been with me,

* Writing from memory, the following were some of
the notable disasters which occurred. In Wales the
Senhenydd Colliery disaster ; the collapse of a Zeppelin in
the North Sea ; the burning of a liner in mid-ocean ; the
wreck of an express in Liverpool ; a railway accident in
London ; and in Russie so many railway disasters that a
special commission of enquiry was appointed—all occur-
ring within the one week.
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* There must be something wrong ''—either we are
working on wrong lines or something is not right. . . .'I
have had cases of devil possession, which I have recog-
nised as such, come for healing as ordinary medical
cases, and with a sense of my own ignorance, and a feel-
ing that I ought to be able to help, I have said, **No, I
cannot help you.’” We have sought to lead them to the
One who can heal such, but no results. . . .

My eyes are indeed opened now, and all the outlook
has changed., All one’s methods must be changed—
mine are changed already. I have been quick over this,
for 1 have lost so much time all the years speat in fruit-
lessness. If only I had known all this when I came to
this land, what it would have meant. Oh, the decep-
tion I have been led into . ., . but I have told the Lord
I set myself to go through with Him. I have felt it best
to stop a bit until I see my way clear to work to advan.
tage, so I have just GIVEN THE TIME TO GET TO UNDER-
sTaND, and the Lord is unfolding, bit by bit.

I read the boo in three days the first time., I felt I
must go through and koow the worst, and get right. 1
have prayed over it continually for light as I read, and
now I am taking it the second time more slowly. I am
like one taken into an armoury before a battle and shown
the weapons, also shown the foe, but have only just
begun to ** prove ' them and the strength of the foe.

Another Missionary writes :—

¢t, , . On submitting myself to our doctors for examin-
ation they found that I was partially paralysed on one
side, and suffering from neuritis. They took a very grave
view of my case, one of them telling me privately that I
was ‘‘likely to be worse before I was better.”” My
friends all seemed to think that my work as a missionary
was at an end. I was sent away from the field and
" ordered to take complete rest, to seek isolation as far as
possible, denying all visitors. Then for nearly two
years I was laid aside as an invalid. Towards the
end of the two years I'began to feel the benefit of the
long rest, and felt able to take up the work again. The
doctors were doubtful, but agreed to let me test myself.
I did so by taking up villag evangelisation, and after
two or three months of this submitted myself to the
doctors for inspection, the result being that they told me
that I was threatened with another attack of my trouble,
but that if I was very careful, and avoided all energy in
speaking, singing, or preach ng, that I might be allowed
to work away in a quiet way, and that they would give
me some drugs to help me.

. : . My mind was much occupied all this long time
with the “wry" of a this experience. Was it all
purely natural? or was there a spiritual reason at the
bottom of it ? I could reach no conclusion on this ques-
tion, though I prayed and thought over it much. After
leaving the doc ors, and going back to my village work I
began to read “ War on the Saints,” which I had ordered
from home some months before, and which only now
arrived. As I read I began to be convinced that in this
book I would find an answer to my ** Why.” I could
feel that Evan Roberts was here giving his readers the
benefit of all his years of deep spiritnal experience, and
was warning us off some of the uncharted rocks he had
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met with himself, and as I read what he had to say about:
the ‘*ground" of possession, I began to go carefully
back over my life to see just in how many ways and at.
what times I'had given *‘ground’ which allowed evil
spirits to_afflict me, and turn me aside from work. I
found many things, but also found the one thing which:
had led me to my present experience.

[Some years back] I was given a place of some pro-
minence as a missionary . . . this led to a fear of
spiritual pride taking hold of me, I then entered into a
covenant with God, as I thought, that I would be willing
to remain absolutely in the background, would be willing:
never even to know whether I was being used or not, if
God would only make me one of His chosen ones to pre-
pare His people for THE Coming. This was where I
gave ground, and opportunity to the evil spirit. I was
brought to absolute conviction on this point, and acting
on the advice given in ‘* War on the Saints,” I took back:
this and all other ground, and in the Name of Jesus.
¢t resisted the devil.”’ The drugs from the doetor reached
me at this time, but instead of using them I put them in.
the bottom of my trunk, determined to fight it out on
spiritual grounds. The result was that I was made:
whole. . . . I can conduct a full month’s mission, three-
meetings a day, and use all the energy I possess, and yet:
not be ill as the result, After the doctors had kept their-
eyes on me for some months without saying anything,.
one of them said, ** You look like your old self again,.
how do you account for it ?’* Then I confessed to having.
the medicine he had given me still in my possession
untouched, and that the Lord Himself had healed me-

. and for the last nine or ten months my fellow-
workers can see that am quite alright again, and that I.
am getting results at every mission I conduct. . . ."

Many similar letters are reaching us at the
present time from believers unreachable, and un-
helped by ordinary means, and other aspects of
truth. “ At a time of fierce conflict, the book
came,” writes another under date, November
15th, 1914, and ¢ God let me take weeks to study
and apply its truths ... and I got victory and.
deliverance . . .”'*

‘With inexpressible gratitude to God we give
thanks for every one of His children set free by
His grace through the message sent forth—not to-
the “ninety and nine’’ believers of earlier growth,.
but to the lonely souls who have pressed on with.
God beyond their fellows, and found themselves.
in perilous places in the supernatural realm.

The grace of our Lovd Jesus Christ be with you all.

* This writer says that at the time the book came he
was labouring under fear that he had *‘consump-
tion,” but realising that it was from a murdering spirit,
he resisted the * symptoms’’ as from demons. Later he
bad a medical examination when he was told he had a
*pair of well-developed lungs.’” Would that all the
phases of demon-suggestions and attacks on the spiritual
children of God at this time could be exposed. The
correspondence resulting from * War on the Saints’’ would
be a revelation, and a deliverance to thousands whodo not
know their condition. We pray God to permit us whilst
He tarries, to more widely send forth the light He has
given us.—Ed.
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The Change of the Dispensations.
Some Light on the Present Upheaval in the World.

O wonder the conflict of the present time

N is great, for it is over the CHANGE oF

THE DisPEnsaTIONS. So to speak, we

are in the throes of the * burial” of the Old
Dispensation, and the birth of the New.

In the New Age of the Millennium, Satan
and his principalities and powers will be con-
fined in the abyss. When the Dragon is laid
hold of and cast into the abyss, it goes without
saying that all his hosts and emissaries go there
with him. He is the Apollyon, the prince of
the demons. through whom he carries out his
world-wide work of deception, therefore it is
said that when this is done mE will “ deceive the
pations no more, until . . .”

The New Millennial Age will not have fully
dawned until the casting of the Deceiver into
the abyss becomes an accomplished fact. It is
potentially a fact already in the purpose of God,
but it remains to be wrought out by the effective
operations of the Spirit of God, h4stening all
the other events which antedate this hour,
dreaded with terror and fear by the Satanic
forces of the air.

The present upheaval.

The present great upheaval in the world of
men indicates that these events are even now
bastening toward their climax. The first
event in order of time concerns the Church of
God, for at any moment the signal may be
heard by the ready and watching saints,
announcing that the Glorified Man of Calvary
has arrived at the foreordained place in the air
just above our planet, and they—with the saints
raised from the dead——will ascend to meet Him.
All unknown to the world will be set up in this
place in the heavens His Judgment Seat (2 Cor.
v. 10; 1 Cor. iii. 13-15), where He will judge
His saints, make the awards, and make known
to His prepared ones their places in the Millen-
nial Kingdom (Rom. viii. 17).

O~ THE EARTH foretold days of tribulation
will be hastening toward the climax of the
Armageddon. IN THE AIR the ascended ones will
be gathered in the presence of the Lord, render-
ing account of their work, presenting to Him
the souls they have won for Him (Phil. ii. 16;
Col. i. 28; Heb. xiii. 17), and generally being
made ready for accompanying Him (Col. iii. 4,
Rev. xix. 14) when the hour comes for the out-
shining of His presence to the world (2 Thess. i.
7, 8)—the hour when the hidden glory in the air
will break through the clouds veiling it from the
earth, annulling the anti-Christ with a breath
(2 Thess. ii. 8).

On earth during the period of the Tribulation
the world of men will be shaken by the
judgments which—to the world—will be the
consequence of the Presence of the Lord in the
air. To the saints with the Lord—light and
glory; to the people on earth—darkness and
trouble and sorrow, days of gloominess and
bitterness.* From time to time various com-
panies of saints who were not ready for the first
Rapture, disappear from the earth and join

their fellows in the Presence of the Lord (Rev. *

vii. 14), until all the redeemed are at last safely
gathered unto Him—all made white and tried in
“ tribulation "—tribulation before the first Rap-
ture, or in the Great Tribulation out of which
come the after companies that ascend to Him.

Then will come the moment when on earth
the Armageddon battle reaches its climax, the
Presence of the Lord will burst forth in glory
as the rightful King of the world ; the devil that
deceived the nations, and drove them on into
mad revolt against God, is seized and cast into
the abyss; the Millennial Reign of Christ in
Glory is established.

The climax has come.
We have said that these events, so crudely

summarised here, are even now hastening.

toward completion. In truth we are already at
the climax én the unseen vealm, of the change
of the dispensations. We have been in the
overlapping of them for some years. The
Morning Star, the rising of the Sun of Righteous-
ness into the blaze of the Day of God, hasarisen
in the hearts of many of the children of God in.
the last years. In the Church many are being
prepared for the Rapture—perhaps allt who are
truly members by Divine birth of the Body of
Christ—and great preparations in the invisible
realm are taking place,. working toward the

casting of Satan into the abyss. The vast forces. .

of the Deceiver are being disturbed and dis-
lodged from their hiding places among men.
The upheaval in the world of men, is the out-
come of a still greater upheaval in the aerial

* heavens.

The Change of Dispensations means not only
the coming about of a great event for the Church,
and a great event for the earth, but a great event
Jor the evil forces of Satan.

Calvary was a great pivotal event of unpar-
alleled importance in heaven, on earth, and in

* Govett points out the similarity of these two effects of the Pre-
sence of the Lord, to the pillar of cloud and fire which accompanied
the Israelites.

4+ They who will be *‘ left '* may be only those who are professsin,
Christ{ans, having mental knowledge of the g:sel, which will br
forth into life, when the true ** born-ones * of (Scofield)are gone.

.
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hell—a climax of ages. From heaven the
unfallen angels looked and saw the God-Man
crucified ; on earth the fallen race of man was
redeemed ; in hell the spirit beings of evil, with
their prince, knew that at last they were
defeated, and in due time would have to retire
from the world they had corrupted and ruined
(John xii. 31 ; xvi. II). '

The Second Advent of the Lord* from heaven
is the next pivotal event of unparalleled import
in heaven, on earth, and in hell—again a climax
of centuries. From heaven the unfallen angels
will see the God-Man made King of the earth,
with His Calvary redeemed ones around Him;
on earth the world of men will acknowledge that
He is Lord and Christ; in hell the prince of
darkness and his host will know that their time
has come at last to be cast into the abyss.

The Satanic hosts displaced.

Satan and his hosts were conquered at the
Cross by the death of the God-Man, but they
were not then displaced from the air. Now the
hour has come for the cleansing of the earth
aand the heavens from his presence, and that of
his wicked bosts. Therefore Satan at the pre-
sent time is in “ great rage,” because his time is
short. Not great rage because he is defeated
and resisted by any believer, but because he s on
the eve of his exit from the world into the abyss.
The principalities and powers of evil are being
turned out of their place in the air preparatory
to their being cast into the pit. There is agita-
tion and terror and rage among them. (Compare
Matt. viii. 29.) They ‘‘shudder” at the fate
that awaits them (Luke viii. 31; James ii. 19,
R.v.). Whatever they have lost before has been
persons and places and things, but now it means
their own removal from the earth for a thousand
" years. Victory has hitherto meant the taking
of souls from their grasp—the deliverance of
believers from their power—now it means the
victory of displacement from their realm in
the air. There will be no more * spiritual
" wickednesses in high places ” when they are in
the abyss. Whilst they roam on earth seeking
rest in the bodies of human beings (see Matt.
xil. 43-45), they can wreak their vengeance on
man and fight against God, but when in the
abyss they are smitten and-cannot give a blow.
Then ‘“ they cannot touch the sinner, nor per-
secute the saint,” in the Millennium.

No wonder there is great upheaval on the
earth, because of the great upheaval in the aerial
heavens. Consider what the conflict on Calvary

*This expression covers the whole period of events meant by the
Second Advent, i.e., the invisible Coming of the Loxrd for His saints,
and its last and glorious manifestation at the close of the Tribulation ;
when * evz? eye shall see Him ;" anti-Christ is blasted and annulled,

the Satanic forces are cast into the abyss, and the Lord takes the
Throne. .
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meant to the God-Man. Think of His agony
and bloody sweat, His Cross and Passion as He
became Atonement for the sins of the whole
world, and thus defeated Satan. (Col. ii. 14, 15.)
Think of the darkness of the evil host covering
the land, think of the rent rocks, the earthquake,
and the other stupendous phenomena accompany-
ing His death, when He cried with a loud voice,
« It is Finished.” (c.f. Matt. xxvii. 50-53.)

‘What must be the upheaval now throughout
the world, as in the unseen realm the defeated
hosts of Satan are being stirred and moved in
anticipation of the.moment of their exit.

Yes, we are nearer and nearer to the most
momentous events of the world’s history. The
invisible spiritual warfare which has been
declared in the pages of the Overcomer as existing,
and increasing in intensity during the last decade,
is now being made visible to men. What has
been felt in spirit, and forewarned to the children
of God is now being felt by the wider circle of
God'’s people. -

The change of the dispensations has been in
progress for ten years. Samuel, the prophet,
knew of the Divine closure of Saul’s government
when he said to Saul ¢ The Lord hath rent the
kingdom from thee this day . . .” (1 Sam. xv.
28.) But Samuel and the new King David
waited seven years before the Lord’s closure of
the government of Saul was made manifest to
all men. The deposing of the prince of this
world and his principalities and powers, took
place at Calvary, but it is in like manner being
wrought out by thé Most High who ruleth over
all. A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IS TAKING PLACE
—from the diabolical rulers . of this darkness to
the heavenly government of the Lord and of
His Christ.

Believerswho have recognised and sharedin the
prayer-warfare will find that they have been the
spiritual pioneers of the New Age. ‘

Now heaven alone is the City of Refuge for
the Church. No *universal peace” that is
lasting can come until at the climax of Arma-
geddon the Prince of Peace will visibly appear
with His armies of saints behind Him, and then
—and not until then—the “nations will learn
war no more.”

There cannot be any further resting-place on
earth for the citizens of heaven. The pressure
on the spirits of the spiritual at the present time,
is caused by the foreshadowing of the Tribulation
troubles even now gathering strength, and held
back only until the saints.ascend to meet their
Lord in the air.

I et the Warfare saints take their place in
heaven (Col. iii. 3), as they foresee coming on
the world nothing but the ¢ time of trouble such
as never was . . . (Dan. xii. 1).
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The Man of Calvary in Isaiah Fifty-three.
Expiation by Blood (iv.)*

We earnestly commend to our yeaders the following message
on Isaiah lifs., and pray them to vead it again and again,
until it has been fully assimulated by heart and mind. We
wish that it could be sent forth in millions as a leaflet in these
days of apostacy from the gospel of substitution.—ED.

HE Law bore up before the universe the
T figure of a slaughtered Lamb: now we find

that the Prophets, approaching nearer the
reality, unveil a sacrjficed Man, though a Man
who, in the very hedrt of their prophecy, isasa
lamb led to the slaughter. Israel is sometimes
called the Servant of Jehovah; but never, as
here (Isa. liii. 12), “my #ighteous servant’’; and
in Zechariah iii, 8, it is obvious that ¢ my servant
the Branch’ is Messiah. So all early Jewish
rabbis expound, sucluding the age in which inspived
prophets vevealed the mind of God on the wrilten
Word. Even the Targum has: ¢,Behold, my
servant the Messiah ' (Isa. lii. 13); for seventeen
hundred years the Jews beheld the Messiah in
Isaiah’s portrait; and only under intolerable
pressure from the Christian Church did they
abandon (about 1150 A.D.) an interpretation
until then universal in the Synagogue. Nor
would ad]ew familiar with atonement through
blood find any intellectual difficulty in a vicarious
Sufferer. So also the Church for eighteen
centuries has identified the portrait : only a few
doubters of pure prophecy and blood-atonement
have, like the Jew, found in it another face than
that of the Messiah. But these fifteen verses
(Isa. lii. 13-liil.), written, as all are agreed, at
least centuries before Christ, could not have
been suggested by His life: the life did not

_ suggest the portrait, though the portrait could

(by miraculous inspiration) forecast the life.
For two and a half millenntums Symagogue and
Churck have identified Jehovah's Sevvant as Messiah.

The Portrait of Christ by Isaiah.

But God has left us in no manner of doubt.
The portrait consists of fifteen verses divided
into five sections of three verses each: every ome
of these five sections is divectly applied to Chyist by
the Holy Spirit. In section one (Isa. lii. 13-15)
Paul identifies the message of the servant sent
to ignorant nations as the good news concerning
Christ delivered to the Gentiles (Rom. xv. 21? ;
in section two (Isa. liii. 1-3) John finds in Israel’s
refusal of Jesus the direct fulfilment of the
Prophet's unbroken cry concerning unbelief
(John xii. 38); in section three (Isa. liii. 4-6)
Matthew recognises in Christ’s healing miracles

*This striking series of articles on the vicarious Atonement of
Christ, by D. M, Panton, may be obtained in pamphlet form (price
6d., post free 7d.) from Holness, x3/14 Paternoster Row, London.

the Servant who was to carry our sicknesses,
and to exhaust Himself with our healing (Matt.
viii. 17) ; in section four (Isa. liii. 7-g) Philip,
full of the Holy Ghost, and speaking under His
direct command, answers the Eunuch’s question
on the identity of the Servant by * preaching
unto him Jesus”’ (Acts viii. 32); and in section
five (Isa. liii. 10-12) Mark discloses in the two
robbers the transgressors with whom Jehovah's
Servant was to be catalogued (Mark xv. 28). In
every section our Lord’s degradation is named,
thus puncturing the photograph, so to speak,
with the five wounds of the cross; and so
peculiar is the Prophecy that if it was not ful-
filled in Jesus Christ, it will require another
Calvary, and another ascension to the seat of
Deity, to fulfil it: so that in no case can we
escape the vicarious suffering and the blood-
atonement predicted ; nor even so can it be ful-
filled, for jfive times the Holy Ghost has already
rivetted the portrait upon Jesus.

Our Lord Himself has cut away the last foot-
hold of doubt. He who, on the way to Emmaus,
unfolded “in all the Scriptures”—the Old
Testament—*¢ the things concerning Himself ™
{Luke xxiv. 27), on the way to Calvary numbered
Isaiah fifty-thvee among them, fastening, if not the
most grievous (as Isa. liii. 10), certainly the
most galling, clause upon Himself. ‘¢ For I say
unto you, that this which is written must be ful-
filled 1IN Mg, And He was reckoned with trans-
gressors: for that which concerneth Me hath an
end ” (Luke xxii. 37): all Old Testament types
and prophecies are rivers which empty them-
selves in the ocean of Christ. Thus our Lord
expected nothing less than the fulfilment of
Isaiah, word for word : He identified Himself as
the suffering Servant of Jehovah: He in whom
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know-
ledge, Whose words are ‘‘spirit” and * life,”
‘Who ¢s the Truth, God manifest in the flesh,
says that Isaiah spake of Him.

The Vicarious Suffering of Christ.

Now it is critical to the whole Gospel that in
this ‘“ central, deepest, and loftiest utterance
that the Old Testament, outstripping itself, ever
achieved,” Messiah appears, not as Lawgiver,
Teacher, Conqueror, or King, but as the
supreme, lonely, and awful Sufferer of eternity,
with a sorrow that has had no equal, and, in
some of its ingredients, no likeness. Imme-
diately after the vision of enthroned Deity,
¢ exalted, lifted up, and very high"—expres-
sions confined by Isaiah to the Godhead (Isa.vi.1,
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ivii. 15)—we are suddenly confronted with a
ring of shocked and horrified spectators (cf. Luke
xxiil. 48), “ astonied at His wvisage, so marred
more than any man” (Isa. lii. 14): sweating
blood in the face, lacerated by the thorns in the
tace, struck on the face (Luke xxii. 64), spat
upon in the face (Matt. xxvi. 67), with hair
plucked from the face (Isa. 1. 6), and convulsed
1in the face with death agonies until [the] dark-
ness veiled it all—no form was ever so mean
and abject, no visage so fearfully marred. Bat
why ? An inexorable dilemma impales us.
Either His sinlessness must be denied, or the
vicarious nature of His suffering must be ack-
nowledged ; either we must esteem Him justly
smitten of God, as Cain or Korah, or else behold
in Him One who * had done no violence, neither
was any deceit in His mouth,” whose abject
‘meanness and despicable sorrow was for us.
But God has decided' the point. Twelve
limes His suffevings ave heve declaved solely vicavious
and expiatory : (1) © He hath borne owr griefs”;
(2) *“ He hath carried owr sorrows’; (3) “ He
‘was wounded for owr transgressions”; (4) *“ He
was bruised for owr iniquities ”; (5) * the
chastisement of owr peace was upon Him";
{6) «“ With His stripes we¢ are healed " ; (7) “ the
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all”;
{(8) * For the transgressions of my people was He
stricken "; () “ Thou shalt make His soul an
offering for sin”; (10) “ He shall bear theiy
iniquities ”; (11) *“ He bare the sin of many " ;
(12) *“ He made intercession for the transgressors.”
For He was wounded, not by our transgressions,
‘but for them; it was not that our iniquities
bruised Him, but that He was bruised because
.of our iniquities ; for by ** His stripes "—not the
lashes, but the livid weals left by the Roman
iron-tipped thongs—* we were healed ”; for

« He bare our sins sz His Body upon the tree” .

(z Pet. ii. 24).*

So is revealed the great saving antithesis
of all time. “ ALL WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE
GONE ASTRAY "': all have lost the way to God ;
all have created sin, which has come back
on all 'as a damning load ; all, without dis-
tinction, without exception: “anD THE LorD
HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US ALL”;
.all the multitude of sin, all the consequent mass
.of guilt, all the therefore inevitable load of
punishment—God bore aloft in one black cloud
.of inconceivable transgression, and then broke

* The I.aw of Moses forbade more than forty stripes;
‘not only did the Roman Law know no such merciful
limit, but the desire of Pilate to satisfy the Jews by the
severity of the flogging, and so avoid capital punishment,
must have driven ** the chastisement of our peace’ to
the utmost limit that flesh and blood could bear; as,
with hands tied to a post, and back bared, the scourge
-fell from some giant Roman, every stroke fetching blood.
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the Hell-storm—* made it meet in violent colli-

sion ”—upon the head of Christ; so that all’ -

might be saved, except such as exclude them-
selves, by Him who is the * propstiation for THE
WHOLE WORLD "’ (1 John ii. 2).

The Portrait fulfilled.

‘We now arrive at the actual facts thus pre-
figured through four thousand years. The Holy
Ghost has most carefully emphasised certain
physical facts in our Lord’s sufferings as revela-
tions (I suppose) of the sources of Christ’s
agony : He draws our attention most pointedly
to the Blood. ¢ His sweat "—this is the first
physical fact—¢* because as it were great drops of
blood falling down upon the ground ” (Lulke xxii.
44); “as it were,” for they were blood-clots
mingled with sweat, and so not pure blood.
The night air was cold (for fires bad been lit in
the palace), nor had His enemies yet laid rough
hands upon Him: moreover, our Lord (as was
essential for the sacrificial victim) was perfect
in physique, sound throughout from a life of the
healthiest, and in the prime of life. Symploms of
@ breakdown so vapid and complete must have had an
adequate cause extevnal to His bodily frame. ¢ My
soul "—our Lord Himself says, so explaining the
non-physical source of the sweat of blood—*is
exceeding sorrowful, even wumio death” (Matt.
xxvi. 38). It was a fearful soul-conflict that
forced a sweat that drew. blood. ¢ Excessive
fear-and grief debilitate and almost paralyse the
body, whilst agony or conflict is attended with
extraordinary strength. Under the former the -
action of the heart is enfeebled; and if, owing
to the constriction of the cutaneous vessels,
perspiration ever occurs, it is cold and scanty.
Under the latter the heart acts with great violence, and
Sovces a hot, coplous, and in extveme cases, a blood sweat
through the poves of the skin” {W. Stroud, M.p.).

The cause of the Gethsemane agony.

What then was it that struck Jesus like a
sudden tornado, producing a palpitation so fear-
ful as to force the blood through the brow? (1)
It was not a guilty conscience: for of this hour
He had said, “ I go unto the Father. I will no
more speak much with you for the prince of the
world cometh : and ke hath nothing in Me” (John
xiv. 30). The searching gaze of the eyes most
practised in iniquity in the universe could find
no spot in the Lamb, no evil in Christ. (2) It
was not the impotence of fear: ¢ Thinkest thou
that 1 cannot beseech My Father, and He shall
even now send Me more than twelve legions of
angels ? ” (Matt. xxvi. 53). (3) It was not dread
of death: for Jesus had confronted death again
and again—on the brow of the cliff, on the lake,
in the temple—with no trace of fear; and He
who had raised others from the dead, and con-
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stantly foretold His own resurrection, would not
have sweated blood because of dying. Nor (4)
was it the grief of human rejection : for “ blessed
—He Himself had said—* are ye when men
shall reproach you; regoice, and be exceeding
glad ”” (Matt. v. 11). It was afier the Angel had
strengthened Him that the blood came; for it
was no hemorrhage of weakness or fear, but the
agony of a soul-conflict intensified, by the Angel,
incalculably. He has Himself told us what it
was. On entering the Garden He quotes His
Father's words, saying: “J will smite the
Shepherd ” (Matt. xxvi. 31): ¢n Gethsemane the
Lord bsgan to lay on Him the iniquity of us all:
“ Thy wrath lieth, hard upon me; Thy fierce
wrath is gone over me " (Ps. lxxxviii. 7, 16). As
Christ suddenly realises that communion with
His Father is gone—as He stands forth charged
as the supreme criminal of the race—as He
recoils from the sin-load with the fearful sensi-
tiveness of perfect innocence, struck with
“ shock "' and almost frantic with grief, He
implores that this cup—*¢ the cup of the wine of the
JSierceness of His wrath” (Rev. xvi. 1g)—may be
taken from Him. Atonement had begun.* .

And 1he torrents of His Passion deep ard fierce above Him roll ;
And the rivers of transgression overwhelm His Human Soul:

Sins unknown, sins unimagined, sins by day, and sins by night,
Sins of blackest outer darkness press upon His purest sight:

Stns, since o'er the Eastern Portal first the Cherub waved his sword,
To the last that shall be written ere the coming of the Lord.

The Soldier's Spear.

- A second physical fact the Holy Ghost records
with peculiar and reiterated (Jobn xix. 34)
emphasis. “ One of the soldiers "—striking up
obliquely into the neighbourbood of the heart—
“ with a spear pierced His side, and straightway
there came out "—emptying itself by mere force
of gravity, in a discharge of clotted blood and
watery liquid so plentiful, yet so sharply distinct,
as to be clearly visible some distance off to John
—* blood and water” (John xix. 34). The
moment our Lord left Gethsemane, His perfect
calm and fellowship with His Father returned;
. for (as He had said of this very hour) ¢ the hour
cometh, yea, is come, that ye shall be scattered,
and shall Jeave Me alone: yet I am not alone,
because the Father 1s with Me” (John xvi. 32): but
after the lapse of three hours upon the Cross—
hours in which He comforted the dying thief,
committed His mother to John, and prayed in
unbroken communion—a sudden supernatural

* That the sins of mankind may have been confessed
over our Lord from the dawn of His ministry is possible ;
for simu!taneously with the identification of the Lamb
He was baptized—i.c., He took the place of the sin-
burdened and defiled, and so is said, during His ministry,
to have *‘ borne our diseases*’ {Matt. viii. 17) : neverthe-
less atonement, which is not only sin carried but sin
expiated, could not begin until, in Gethsemane, the life-
blood began to flow.
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darkness fell. Again God's face is gone: for
three hours our Lord, wrapt in fearful silence,
utters no prayer or cry; until, revealing that it
is the frightful desertion of God that has come
back, He cries: “ My God, My God, why hast
T hou forsaken Me ? " and at last the pounding
palpitation forcing a rupture of the heart*
(which can leave a conscious minute or two
before death), with the sudden loud cry of one
dying, not of exhaustion, but of a broken heart,
He dismisses His spirit, as did the High Priest
in slaughtering the sacrifice of old: *“ who
through the Eternal Spirit offered Himseif with-
out blemish unto God” (Heb. ix. 14). Two
unique periods of concentrated agony—one of
an hour’s duration, another of three hours, both
forcing appalling physical sym ptoms—constitute
the Divine Atonement, and perfected for ever
the bearing and the consuming of sin. The
sacrifice, immediately on being identified with
sin, was first killed, and then burnt, thus sub-
mitting itself both to death and to Hell: in
Gethsemane the knife began its work; on
Calvary there came forth fire from the Lord,
and consumed the burnt offering. In Geth-
semane the will of Christ became finally subject
to the knife : on Calvary the curse fell.] Death
and Hell 1ell once for all upon the mighty Substitute
of mankind ; until, at the ninth hour, Jesus cried,
“ It is finished,”"—the evening sun shone out
again in all its splendour—and the agony of the
Sacrifice was over for ever.

* ** Such rupture is usually attended with immediate
death, and with an effusion into the pericardium (the
capsule containing the heart) of the blood circulating
through that organ; which when thus extravasated,
although in scarcely any other case, separates into constituent
parts ; namely, a pale, watery liquid called serum, and a
soft clotted substance of a deep red colour termed crassa-
mentum ; the crassamentum, or red clotted portion, con-
taining nearly all the more essential ingredients of the
blood, and the serum, or pale yellow liquid, consisting
chiefly of water”’ (W, Stroud, m.p) That our Lord laid
down His own life, without taint or shadow of compul-
sion, is certain: *‘no ens'’—not even God—** taketh it
away from Me; but [ lay i¢ down of Myself'"; nor was it
morally suicide, for He had the Creator’s express com-
mand to commit the act—* this commandment recesved I
from My Father”’ (John x. 18). But whether the death

_ itself was supernatural and self-inflicted, after six hours

on the Cross, or was a normal decease bronght about by
a voluntary submission to conditions in which death at
once became inevitable, is not clear to me. Both seem
Scriptural, and I have combined both, for they are not,
necessarily, mutually exclusive. It is certain that our
Lord, either before natural death, or in the act of dying,
dismissed (Mart. xxvii. 50) His spirit, as the High Priest
offering the Sacrifice. -

t The sole way in which the Curse of a broken Law
could alight on One who had never broken it, was by the
mode of His death ; for * cursed is he that hangeth on a
tree”’ (Gal. iil. 13) : in the moment of the affixing of the
nails, therefore, the feartul furnace of the Curse began to
belch itself forth upon Christ, and behind the Curse was
Jehovah,
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 Change your Attitude !
' By the Editor.

** Concerning this thing I besought the Lord thrice
that it might DEPART from me : and He hath said unto
me, My grace is sufficient . . . most gladly therefore
will Iglory in my . . ."—(Cf. 2 Cor. xii. 1-10, R.V.)

T has much todo with arTiTUDE | The atfitude
I you take to the * thing” that troubles you.

We might like it 10 depart, but God may
elect that it should stay. :

In the bit of autobiography given by Paul in
2 Cor. xii. we can see the part Satan has in the
sanctification of a saint, and how even an
Apostle needed to change his attitude to a
‘ thing " which originated with Satan, and which
he was keenly desirous should depart from him.
The occasion which drew forth this very per-
sonal bit of private history from the Apostle, is
to be found in the preceding two chapters of
the epistle, in which we read that Paul was
being compelled to defend his own ministry—a

- course none but a spiritual man could enter

upon safely—and this not for his own glory,
but for the sake of the Message entrusted to
him by God. Other *workers,” fashioning
themselves as ‘ ministers of righteousness,”
were belittling the Apostle, so as to deprive the
truth he proclaimed, of authority in the eyes of
his hearers. Paul saw that in this case the
messenger and bhis message could not but be
identified, so he brings forth the credentials of
his Apostleship with burning words, pointing to
his sacrificial service for the Church’s sake, and
‘ revelations ”’ given to him -of ‘God, in which
he was not only caught up into heaven itself
hearing words impossible to utter, but actually
received of the Lord Jesus* the very gospel he
bad proclaimed to the Corinthians. :

But as the Apostle proceeded in his defence,
he may have become conscious of his “ weak-
nesses,” as possibly so manifest to his hearers,
as to give occasion to the opposing workers to
discredit his message. This thought leads him
to lift the veil, and tell the story of his own
inner conflict and suffering under the ** buffet-
ings " of the messenger  of Satan, and how by
the direct word of the Lord he bad been led to
CHANGE HIS ATTITUDE, and see that what he had
thought a * weakness” from which he should
be freed, was purposed of God for his own
growth in grace; his own safety in unique
ministry for God; and the very condition neces-
sary for obtaining the Divine strength and power
he needed for that ministry.

We need to notice the distinction the Apostle
makes between himself as the * man in Christ "
—really the ¢ inner man " of his renewed and

*1 Cor, xi. 23, Gal.i. 12.

Spirit indwelt human spirit—and himself in
his humanity and mortality. Paul knew such a
full indwelling of the Holy Spirit in his spirit,
that he could distinguish between its activities,
as distinct from his soul—or human personality.
The Word of God which dwelt in him richly,
had deeply separated between his soul and spirit,
so that the “ man in Christ,” his * inner man "
(2 Cor. iv. 16; Eph. iii. 16), the new creation in
Christ (2 Cor. v. 17) could be taken up to the third
heaven, the very place of the Throne of God,
and there receive from the Glorified Lord Him-
self, the gospel of the Cross, and the unfolding
of the “ mystery *’ of God’s purpose to call out
from among redeemed sinners of every tongue
and tribe and nation, a “ Body " as organically
united to their Lord as the human body to its
head. A Body sharing with Him in one life,
one spiritual substance called His ‘¢ flesh”
(Ephes. v. 30, a.v.), fashioned into conformity to
Him for one destiny unto the ages of the ages.

+ Of such a one—the man in Christ, the new
creation in Christ—will 1 glory,” declares the
Apostle, but “on mine own behalf I will not
glory. « But, Paul, was not the ‘man in Christ’
you?” Yes, but it was meas I am in my spirit,
and as I will be when the outward bodily frame
of my mortality is taken down; of that ** man "
—the spirit-man—1I will glory, for all that he is
and has, is of grace, and by the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus—but “ on mine own behalf,” as
I am in my humanity, I have nothing to speak
of but my * weakness.” ,

And then Paul lifts the veil, and tells the inner
history of his “thorn.” The * man in Christ,”
the new creation, joined to the Lord in one
spirit, may be caught up to heaven, but such
dealings of God with the spiritual man required
special dealings of God with the morial vessel of
clay. Although vindicating his apostleship to the
Corinthians he frankly states that, apostle as he
is—‘‘by reason of the exceeding greatness of the
revelations . . . that I should not be exalted
overmuch, there was given to me a stake in the
flesh (the mortal man), a ‘ messenger of Satan’
to buffet me . . .”

What was it? Paul calls it a “ thing ” (v. 8),
but he also says he wanted it to ** depart,” for it
is a *“ thorn,” and a * messenger of Satan.” Its
origin is specifically said to be of Satan. It was
also given by God, on account of the “revela-
tions,” therefore all ** messengers of Satan’’ are
under His permissive control. Then Paul des-
cribes its effect upon him as * buffetting” or
beating him !
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Here we have in contrast the spiritual man,
and the mortal man ; the inner spirit-life, and the
outward life after the body; the triumph and
glory of the spirit, able to enter where angels
veil their faces before the throne of God (Heb.
X. 19), and the outer weakness and humiliation
of the mortal man, subject to the ** beating” of
““messengers of Satan,” and to the cries and
groans wrung out by umanswerved praver (v. 8)!
The “man in Christ” in spiritual communion
with God, in life and light and glory; the man
in himself beaten, buffetted, suffering, and crying
to God for a relief which never comes.

** Concerning this\THiNg,” Paul says, “1I be-
sought—pleaded—begged-—the Lord THrICE that
it might depart from me.” ¢ From me"—this
something which pierced his ¢ flesh,” this
“thorn,” this *stake,” this * messenger of Satan.”

At last Paul’s prayer is answered, not by the
the removal of the “thing,” but by light from
God, on the ATTITUDE to take to it. Yes, the
“thing " is ‘‘a messenger of Satan,” but it is
given by God. The fact of the Satanic source of
the trouble is recognised, but God is sovereign
over all “ demons " and “ messengers of Satan.”
Satan may send his messengers—as he does to
attend upon every saint—but they can only come
when *given of God.” And the Apostle is shown
how to change his attitude to the thing, and cease
praying for its removal. “ My grace ” said the
Lord ¢ is sufficient for thee.” Better take grace
to manifest some of the glory of the inner man
in the outward life, than to be set free from the
occasion requiring it. CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE,
Paul. Give up troubling about its departure.
Let it stay, if through it you will prove the
abounding grace of God.

‘And then Paul saw it! He quickly changed
his attitude by the act of his will. He decided
to choose to “glory in his weaknesses “as well as
in his “ revelations.” ¢ Most gladly I will glory
in my weaknesses . . . " he cried. I choose to
* take pleasure” in the things from which the
mortal part of me would fain be free.

See how the Lord appealed to Paul’s zeason.
Possibly he could not understand why he who
had been caught up in spirit to the very heaven
of heavens, could not get his prayer answered,
for freedom from the thorn which he knew was
a messenger from Satan. But God showed His
servant the reasonableness (v. 7) of His dealings
—and his understanding was brought into action
so that he might intelligently put his will with
the will of God, even though it was against him-
self in the realm of his mortality.

Yes, it has much to do with attitude. Paul probably
Jelt the thorn in his flesh just as much as before,
but his change of attitude toward it, brought into
action the supply of grace he needed for triumph
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over his thorn, for it is not possible for God to
manifest His power, until the condition for doing
so is fulfilled— even in the life of an Apostle.
If Paul said I want this thing to depart,” and
God said “ I want that thing to stay,” how could
the power of God be manifested in relation to
the “thing"”? But directly Paul had light upon
the ¢ thing "’ and he saw God’s will, his changed
attitude toward it brought the supply of grace
he needed.

It has much to do with attitude to-day as the
children of God in the midst of countless trials
await Translation. They .are possibly crying
out to God for the things around them to be
changed, whereas they themselves need to be
changed in theiv attitude loward them.

These attitudes, must, however, always have
the basis of the will of God in relation to specific
things, and be in line with truth as made known
in the Scriptures. If they understood the
simplicity of taking attitudes based upon the
known will, or truth of God, what revolutions
would come into the lives of God's children.
How simple the path would become.

Victory over sin results from an attitude based
upon the truth of God's Word, in the declara-
tion of Rom. vi. that ** our old man was crucified
with Christ.” Your ATTITUDE to sin based on
this truth is simply, “ I have died with Himand
so far as my choice is concerned I have finished
with sin. It shall not have dominion over me.”
The attitude is that you have done with it, and it
is for the Holy Spirit to work your experience
up to your attitude.

So it is in relation to the heavenly life. The
word of God declares that all who are in Christ,
are “ hid "’ with Him “in God.” Based on this
statement—and many others like it—you take
the ATTITUDE accordingly, and the Holy Spirit
works in you up to the realisation in experience, of
that whichis a factin God’s sight but unrealised.

So it is in all other aspects of the redemption
of Christ made known in the Scriptures, in
relation to victory over Satan, over the world,
over death and the grave, and all that Christ
accomplished for us on the Cross of Calvary.
You pray for victory, but change your attitude,
child of God, change your attitude into a declara-
tion that on the basis of Christ’s victory for you,
you kave victory—and you will have it !

Perhaps some of those who read this should
oW CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE to the ¢ Warfare.”
You have ‘fought a good fight,” and gained
victory at every point in your personal life and
environment, so change your attitude to the foe.
If you keep going over and over the
old ground, your spirit will not find its right
place in the plane of accomplished victory. But, -
you say, I am compelled to “fight"” by the
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atmospheric influences, as well as in specific
attacks that come upon me. I¢ has much to do with
attitude. 1f you take the attitude now belonging
to your position ¢ far above all principality and
power,” * having overcome all” to “stand”
(Ephes. vi. 13 m.), you will find the Holy Spirit
again will work your experience up to your
attitude, and thus you will find yourself in the
Translation plane in readiness for the Lord’s
Coming. :

Perhaps, like Paul, you have some * thorn,”
or stake, which you Amow is a * messenger of
Satan,” because it clearly has its origin from
him, but you have been prolonging your abiding
in the warfare plane, by trying to get rid of this
‘‘ messenger’’ by the old weapons of resistance,
not discerning that there was no ¢ unction” on
your weapons. It will not depart if God has given
it to prepave you for ascensicn glovy, even though
you, too, have besought the Lord for its removal.
Change your attitude to it, child of God, and see
if you will not quickly get ease in your spirit,
and grace to endure: :

Or, in your home, or work for God, you have
¢ things *’ which are well nigh intolerable. You
can see the ‘* messengers of Satan’ at work in
those you love; or there are financial troubles,
and troubles abounding from the evil natures of
the unsaved friends and relatives in your path;
troubles to the right of you, and troubles to the
left of you—how they thunder. Ah, why does
not God remove them, and answer prayer?

Because, child of God, He is preparing to
REMOVE YoU. This “messenger of Satan” is not
to depart; the ‘“thorns™ are not to be removed;
the ¢ things” that hurt are to remain-—give up
asking for anything on earth to be changed for
‘your .relief, but change your attitude toward
them. It is you who are to depart away from the
thorns, in God's good time. Change your
attitude now in view of this, to the world and to

" its cares.

Take your place in heaven as a citizen of
heaven ; take grace from the ahounding supply
of God, to manifest the spirit of heaven now in
the little while before the Lord comes. Don’t
trouble about getting anything put right for you
on earth now—you will so soon depart. Leave
behind you the fragrance of the glory which is
already in your spirit. Know what ‘ manner of
spirit”’ ye are of. y

Change your attitude to the ‘thing” you
have writhed under. Take the attitude of
« glorying” in it ; take the heavenly attitude of
“taking pleasure’” in *injuries” when others
smite you; in ‘ necessities” when you can ot
have what you need; in * persecution "—when
you suffer for the name of Christ; in “ distress ”
—when the most distressful suffering of the

.with God in His attitude to sin.
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great war is thrust as a cloud upon your spirit—
take pleasure, not in the things themselves, but
in the occasion for the manifestation of GRACE
to the glory of God.

Change your altiiude to the ¢ future.” The
Lord Himself said “ Be not anxious jor the
morvrow. . . > How much more should you
expecting framslalion, live Now and now only.
Take the attitude of not wanting or expecting
any future on earth, because you watch to go up
when the Lord comes. Do all that you can do,
Now. Live as if you knew this hour, . this
moment, was your last on earth. Give what you
ought to give, Now; say what you have to say,
Now. And holding this aftéitude arrange what
you must arrange for the * future,” with a joyous
reservation in your heart. “1 may not be
there I”’ (cf. James iv. 13-16.)

*CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE to the Master's work,
and let it no longer take the place of the Lord
you work for. Think more of the Lord Who is
Coming, than your own service—for Him. He
will do so much more for the world and the
Church, than you can do. Take heed, lest you
who have preached to others -be *yourself not
approved " (1 Cor. ix. 27). Give up your own
schemes and plans, and care more to make sure

-of doing His will, and of being well-pleasing unto

Him.

CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE in regard to your un-
saved friends. Give up fretting about their state,
and thus poisoning your own. Commit them to
God, and believe He loves them more than you.
CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE toward them in your
contact with them, and pour out upon them all
the love and kindness your heart of compassion
can show, for they need all the love you can
give them, as they are without Christ in a storm-
tossed world. _

And, finally, CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE to the
terrible INTERNATIONAL WAR now raging, and
refuse to look at it from the view-point of earth.
Remember God must deal with nations as well
as with men. Take the attitude of standing
Do not dwell
on the human side of death and suffering. God
is not “ callous "’ to the world of men as Calvary
shows. Pray against the war because it is part

‘of the old dispensation which is passing away;

stand against it in spirit because demons are
behind it, and God is against the demons even
whilst He allows them to destroy their own
works. Refuse to be “troubled” by the trouble
around you ; refuse to put your trust in any but
God for His protecting care; and as you trust.
Him for yourself, trust Him to adjust the
nations of the world, that the day be hastened
for the reign of the Prince of Peace. If has
much to do with attitude,
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The Spirit of Translation:

How to get it, use it, and keep it.

HE translation spirit may be briefly described as

THE DIVINE EVIDENCE OF THE HEAVENLY CALL,

in the same manner as the witness of the Spirit to

the newly-born child of God is a token of Eternal Life

:and Sonship, It is notsomething mystical, unpractical,

or unobtainable by the ordinary believer, but that which

is of vital import in maintaining the true heavenly vision
-and attitude during the troubles of the last days.

It is the spivit of the heavenly life, whereby the believer
tastes of * the Power of the Ageto come.” (Heb.vi. 5).
_Joined to Christ he is ** far above all,”” with ¢* all things
under his feet;”’ he becomes ‘* a heavenly citizen,” “a
‘pilgrim and stranger'’ on earth—but more than that:
IN THAT PLANE he receives the TRANSLATION SPIRIT—
which by its very nature turns the whole being heaven-
‘ward instead of earthward.

The believer may already be living the heavenly life on
-earth, but when the Holy Spirit brings him to the point
-of actual faith and expectancy for the Lord’s Coming, and
his (the believer’s) own translation, then he is called a
step. further into a fresh position. Previously he had
:settled down to ‘' go on * on earth, but now the objective
is changed, he is'to *go up.” To him it is as a bugle
-call ** About turn—mnot o, but #$."’ And to those who
‘know when God speaks, this heavenly call is of he
highest significance.

Some have the Translation sp it, aud invariably
‘maintain it. Some have received it, but are unable to
‘maintain it as a factor in spiritual life and work, mainly

- ‘through failing to bring all else into adjustment to it.
‘Some have had the Translation spirit without recog-
‘nising it as such. But in the light of present experiences

and events they may understand. Some see it dimly upon

‘the horizon, but heir mental views and uncorrected
notions have reversed the telescope, and they lose it now
‘by placing it as something to be possessed later.

Others are quite indifterent to it, and because they are
‘not necessarily or fully dependent upon the unction of
the Holy Ghost to sustain them in their work, they are
able to rely upon natural resources to sustain them,
or they are so absorbed in work that they have little or
no time to note what God is doing.

I. But how to GET IT, USE IT, AND MAINTAIN IT ?—
these are the main questions.

1. Firstly the objective must not be to obtain an experisnce,
‘but rather to obtain an ascendancy or fulness of spirit
~—experience or no experience—which will bring the
‘believer into the highest point of usefulness in whatever
‘he may be cal ed: to do, and that he may impart that
spirit to everything he does—visible or invisible.

Assuming that we are already in the period of Trans-
lation, if God wills to give a believer the witness that he
sball not see death but meet the Lord in the air, then if
‘the revelation be hindered the believer will be minus
‘the inspiration which that revelation and the Fulness of
the Spirit which it brings. So because of its working

-value it cannot be lightly considered or ignored.

2. Then if we are in the period of translation, and the
believer sees it, or even has an impression of it, the new
nature within him should spontaneously move him to
turn to Translation. The Holy Spirit also will undoubtedly
seek to move him toward it without his definite action.

However, the believer should (¢) Put his will fully for
the Trauslation spirit. (b)) Pray for it. (c) Trust the
Holy Ghost to fulfil God's purposes. (d) Will to fulfil
all necessary conditions for the removal of unknown
hindrances to his obtaining of it:

3. It does not follow that those who believe in the
‘“ Second Coming’' necessarily have the sprit of faith
for Translation. To believe in the Second Coming
of Christ, to preach about it, and even pray about it, may
mean very little. Itcanallbe done minus the Translation
spirit. Itis a special gift from God. Just as there is
the “lamb " spirit and the *‘lion spirit,” so thereisa
‘*Translation ”* spirit, i.c., a spirit full of Translation faith,

Nor will it always be found in the mature believer.
The young convert may be ‘¢ born into it,” and in many
cases it has been so.

II. Then how will it come ?

Perhaps in no two cases alike. To one as a blaze of
light and with an opened heaven experience; to another
slowly and almost imperceptibly. To one-—as perhaps in
the case of the young believer—by direct intervention of
the Holy Spirit; to another as the outcome of some
spiritual work, in the course of which unquestionable
proofs and credentials are given concerning it ; to a third
—maybe—partly through the spirit (apart from any
spiritual work) and partly through the mind, i.c., the
mind supplying what is lacking to make the full revela-
tion. To one from interior evidences and convictions, to
another through the exterior. But all one and the same
spirit, in greater or lesser degree. )

III. How wsll it be recognised ?

1. By the mark that it draws the believer heavenward.
It is necessarily a call heavenward—the call home, but
with no longer the expectation that the way thither is
to be through death.

2. The believer may be in the midst of much spiritual
work, planning and arranging, with all the evidencesand
-anticipations of going on in great power and usefulness,
but suddenly or slowly the Divine brake is put down,
and in one way or another God says: ** I want you to
finish your work and be ready to *come up hither!’”
Perhaps the believer is not sensible to the indications for
a changed course. He is mystified. ‘* What does it all
mean,” he exclaims. ‘1 thought we were going on. See
what valuable knowledge I have gained. I hoped it was
to be development, but where there was life all is now
becoming dead. Instead of opening out it is all closing
down.” So he begins to test things by prayer, and by
turning the rudder of his life for God's will. Then he
finds unction in all prayers about the closure, and the
more he give himself to this new tream the mo e he is
caught by the tide of Divine piwer—the tide which is
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receding or- flowing lcircuitously to its ultimate end,
which is also its source—not ox butup. That is one of
the ways in which God gives the call heavenward.

3. To be on guard against the spurious—for the
enemy is as busy here as elsewhere—the believer should
specifically close himself to everything from his evil
nature,* from evil spirits, and evil spirits’ works—refusing
all counterfeit or false light (2 Cor. xi. 14), revelations,
spirit witness, texts, messages, visions, dreams, thoughts,
feelings, desires, imaginations, reasonings (past, present
and future) about it—then he should open himself to the
true light from God, and trust the Holy Spirit to give it
in His own way, praying continually for the Divine
INTERPRETATION of all he has passed through, and is
passing through.

IV. How to use and keep spirit of Transilation.

. {a) Pray that it may be sustained by intelligent use
1n co-operation with the Holy Spirit.

(%) Pray for light to immediately adjust all your life

?nc}( work to it, as an instrument is adjusted to a tuning
ork.

(¢) Pray and watch to see when you are losing it, the
causes of it, and how to maintain or recover it.

(d} Pray to know the effect which everything has on
your spiritnal life. This will be the clue to victory.

V. Who and where ave your foes ?

(a) God and the Church has everything to gain and
the devil everything to lose by your maintaining the
Translation spirit, so underscore it again and again that
the powers of hell hate it and are always againstt. It isa
whole armoury of weapons welded into one, and brings
the believer into one of the strongest positions that can
be used against them, for faith for Translation is a certain
knell of their overthrow and ultimate incarceration.

They will do all kinds of things to rob youof it. They
will counterfeit it under the cover of feelings in the soul, so
that the believer is drawn from the fact to the feelings,
while the enemy steals away the true heavenly Transla-
tion spirit.

They endeavour to make you surrender one or more
attitudes in order to get you * out of the spirit,”” perhaps
by drawing you to think of, or dwell upon the past or
future out of God’s will—especially the future. .

They seek to flood you with doubts concerning your
faith, often by first depressing your spirit, after which it
is more difficult to hold what was given in the spirit by
God. They will allure to work—good work—out of God's
will—hence into the flesh. They will stop prayer, and
other spiritual work necessary to keep your spirit fully
expressed, and to maintain the full power of the Transla-
tion spirit. They will do anything to pull you to the earth,.
to the world—yea, even to the Church, in a wrong way,
when you should be travelling in hope and thought of
lite heavenward.

(6) The evil nature in all its corruptiont is against the
Translation spirit. The natural life has a strong bias to
earth and earthly things, clinging to work, place, and
position on earth. The ** old creation " is earthy, responds

to the earthy, and waats a beautiful home on earth, but_
the new creation finds no resting place outside of heaven,

* On the basis of the maintained attitude of Rom. vi. ¢ Therefore
the attitude of the * old man " crucified with Christ, is important.
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to whence it will soar as the earthly ties are cut, when
the word of final release is given. -

(©) The world is opposed to it. There are cares,
troubles, responsibilities, and claims of the world which
quench the Translation spirit, unless the believer takes.
the right attitude towards these things. Not only the
evil, but much of the world in its good forms, will have
to be turned away from in spirit and mind, because the
believer is retiring heavenward even from the good of earth.

V1. The adjustment of lifs and work.

Until the believer who has the witness of Translation.
in his spirit, becomes established in translation faith he
will be more subject to variations in his experience. Not
knowing the particular kind of prayer and spiritual work
which is needed at this stage, he is less likely to keep in
the heavenly plane, and be dominated by the vision.
which it inspires. Therefore he should

1. PRAY TO BE TAUGHT OF THE HoLy SPIRIT EOW TO-
EXPRESS HIMSELF FULLY AND TO DO THAT WHICH WILL.
XEEP HIM ‘*‘IN THE SPIRIT.” If the believer desires to
have and to exercise a *‘ meek and quiet spirit,"-he-does.
not give way to expressions of an opposite character.
The same applies to the Translation spirit. Itisa fresh
manifestation of the presence and work of the Holy-
Spirit in the renewed spirit, and as such must be fed and
nursed, almost as a child is nursed to full growth. As.
never before, the believer is called to *‘ mind the things
of the spirit.” In doing this he will find it necessary

2. TO TAKE SUCH ATTITUDES AS ARE CONSISTENT
WITH THE WITNESS WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN HIM. As.
one who now, as it were, stands upon the threshold of’
heaven's door, no longer expecting to go on, but at any
moment to be translated, he begins, so far as his chosce
is concerned, to make ready to be *‘ clothed npon ' with.
the heavenly garments, and to enter upon his heavenly
service. He will, therefore, take up such attitudes as dis--
connect him from earth and connect him to heaven. These:
attitudes will enable the Holy Spirit to bring about—

3. AN ADJUSTMENT OF LIFE AND WORK to the light.
and faith which God has given (Jas. ii. 17, 26 ; John xiii..
17). If there is no drawing back this will bring about a
specific preparation for the Lord’s Coming—not merely a.
preparation which puts things straight and ready, but.
deep preparation of spirit, heart, and mind—THE WHOLE
MAN ** PREPARED TO MEET THE LORD.”

Bat although God is calling the believer to concentrate-
his whole faith on '‘going up,"” it does not mean that
be is to be so occupied with his own translation that he
becomes callous and indifferent to the needs of those:
around him, and forgets the final part which God wants
him to take in the affairs of the world. But the man
who lives in the light of the Translation spirit is to-
become more and more a heavenly man-(Heb. iii. 1) with.
a heavenly message. He is to see that the heaven-pull
through his spirit more than counteracts the earth-gull’
through others, as he maintains the strong spiritual posi--
tion in ** heavenly places "’ which is the outcome of HOLD-
ING THE FAITH AND SPIRIT OF THE TRANSLATION.

Fidelis.

All your prayers becoms witnesses agasnst those for whom you pray..
—E.R,
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The QOvercomer Literature Trust Fund.

Founded for the Issue of Qvercomer Literature throughout the World,

N view of the imminent Advent of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the expectation of Trans-
lation to meet Him, the collaborating

authors of ©“ War on the Saints,” and of kindred
Jjointly-written literature, recognise that believers
who are preparing for Translation, need the
truths in these books, both at the present
juncture, and others in the days of conflict and
tribulation coming. upon the earth after the
Parousia of Christ has taken place.*

Under the constraint of this conviction, and in
preparation for the Lord’s Appearing, they are
now vesting the copyright of * War on the
Saints,” and jointly issued Booklets, in a Fund
to be called “The Overcomer Literature
Trust Fund,” for the issue of ¢ Ouvercomer
literature ” to Christian Workers and others
throughout the world.+

The Editor of the Overcoms» personally is also
constrained of God to vest in the Fund the
copyrights of all the Books and Booklets of
which she is the writer and sole proprietor.}
These writings have from the beginning been
recognised by her as entrusted to her in steward-
ship for the Church of God. The first—one
small booklet, * The Pathway to Life in God,”
issued in 1895 —had its spontaneous and singular
rise in like manner to the Overcomer. In the
“ Pathway " the children of God quickly recog-
nised a message meeting their need. The first
edition, apart from all business agencies, sold
-out in a month. The returns were applied to
its' re-issue, and then to the printing of other
messages as they were given of God, until-—as
all proceeds were devoted to the further issue of
the literature, and the service of God arising
‘therefrom —the ministration of truth through the
medium of the printed pages, reached the utter-
most parts of the earth. Permission was also
freely granted to accredited workers in other lands
to translate various Books and Booklets into
foreign languages. **The Cross of Calvary and
its Message” was translated and issued in
Swedish, German, French and Dutch; Dr.
Andrew Murray writing the preface to the latter,
‘published in South Africa; ¢ Face to Face”
into German and Chinese; “ The Conquest of
Canaan,” **Soul and Spirit,” and numbers of
-smaller books and booklets into German, Swedish,

* OQur readers now understand that the Parousia of Christ means
His Presence in the air just above our planet, where His saints will

:gather unto Him, possibly in successive Translations during the
‘period of Tribulation on earth which will culminate in Armageddon,

t On lines similar to the well-known issue of ** The Fundamentals.””
3+ Face to Face,” and * Bible Readings on the Inner Life,”

excepted, the copgrlght belonging to Marshall Brothers Ltd., 47
Paternoster Row, £.C.

Norwegian, Spanish, Chinese, French, and
numbers of the Indian dialects. Especially did
the Spirit of God use the message of the Cross
in a pamphlet called * The Gate to Life,” which
was translated and issued in many of the dialects
of India. One of the charts from this pamphlet
was also translated into Chinese, and sent out in
poster form for the houses of the Chinese.

Thankfully, too, may be placed on record the
fact that a concise summary.of *The Warfare
with Satan and the Way of Victory” was
selected as one of the papers for insertion
in Vol. X. of ¢ The Fundamentals,” a series of
volumes re-stating the Fundamental Truths of
the Christian Faith, issued free by the generosity
of *“T'wo Christian Laymen " to workers through-
out the world.

In arranging to vest these God-given and
God-owned writings in a Fund for the continu-
ance of their ministry, the writer therefore deeply
feels she is doing no more than fulfilling the terms
of her commission from God, and seeking to be
faithful in the stewardship of the grace of God.

Many of the Lord’s stewards have recognised
this Divinely given ministration of Truth in the
QOuvercomer, and its kindred literature, and have
through the channel of the Owvercomer—in the
Free Distribution Fund for sending the paperto
Ministers and Missionaries; in the “ War on
the Saints” Fund for granting the book to
Workers ; and in the donating of sums of money
for sending parcels of. Literature to Workers
in the Foreign Field—shared in the service of
the ¢ War Book " Collaborators to the Church
of Christ. These donors are now invited to co-
operate in the establishing of the Trust Fund,
by sending the gifts which have hitherto been
devoted to the free distribution of the Overcomer,
for the rapid sending forth of its kindred Litera-
ture to meet the spiritual need of those who are
preparing for the Coming of the Lord.

It has also come to the knowledge of the
Editor of the Ouvercomer, that recognising the
need of the Church of God of the Truths set
forth in its pages, there are some amongst its
readers who have made provision in their wills
for legacies to the paper for the carrying on of
its Ministry. It is suggested that these should
now make arrangements for the transference of
such legacies to *“ THE OVERCOMER LITERATURE
TrusT FunD,"” now founded for the continuance
of its ministry. _ _ :

Arrangements will be made for the adminis-
tration of the Trust, after the watching saints
are removed, for the benefit of those needing the
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message among all classes, and all nations. The
Trust* will then be empowered to reprint and
issue the Books and Booklets freely, and should
the funds run out, to do so at a price for the
benefit of the Fund in its free distribution work.

It is not proposed at present to transfer to the
Trust Fund the stock-in-hand of these Books
and Booklets, for to do so would bring upon it
the cost of publishing new books, or re-issuing
those of which editions had run out,} and thus the
IMMEDIATE USE of donated funds for the distri-
bution of the Literature would be hindered.
Present publishing arrangements will continue
unaltered— purchasers obtaining books from the
Book Room as before—the- Literature sent out
through the channel of the Trust Fund, being
charged to'it at printer’s cost, with the smallest
possible addition for working expenses of issue.
Unpublished MSS., sterios—both of music and
letterpress—stocks of books, bound and unbound
sheets, will then pass to the administrative con-
trol of the Trust Fund after Translation.

The grants of Literature at the present time
will necessarily be regulated by the Funds of the
Trust, but the numbers of testimonies that have
come from clergy and ministers, of the way in
which these books have been used in their pre-
paration for preaching and teaching, as well as
the large numbers of letters from missionaries
saying how * War on the Saints ” has equipped
them to meet the need in the Mission Field, give
confidence that the Spirit of God will move the
readers of the Quercomer who have shared in the
ministry of truth in the past, to continue their
co-service with the writers, so that through the
channel of the Fund, the Literature will more
rapidly reach those who needs its message than
in the ordinary way. Especially do we desire
to utilise the past issues of the Owvercomer bound
up in inexpensive form, and the current volumes
of the magazine with its Advent note.

* It has been asked how it is possible to make arrange-
ments for work to be carried on after the first-fruits of
the Church are taken. The World-War, now in progress,
shows how the world adjusts itself to ** Tribulation "’
conditions. If most of the Apocalypse is still *¢ future,”’
Rev. xiii, 17, shows *'business'’ as still carried on,
though under great difficulty. If the Church will be
translated in successive translations, as the Apocalypse
seems to indicate, there will be keen seeking for spiritual
light on the part of those awakened, and eager to follow
the first-fruits. It has been pointed out that although
the Holy Spirit leaves the world when the saints are taken,
He does not leave individual beiievers who are left to ripen
in the time of trouble. .

Lastly, good business men who are not ready for trans-
lation would administer a *¢ Trust '’ left to them. The
question asked in connection with the Trust Fund applies
equally to those who have to name executors for their
wills. ~ Translation and its results become very real when
these questions are faced.

+ Many of these are now very low, but new editions
will be issued as rapidly as demand requires.

Readers who have hitherto sent free copies of
the Quercomer to ministers and missionaries, can
now through the Trust Fund actively co-operate
in placing in the hands of such workers, the
Ouercomer message in permanent form.

Donors to the Trust Fund may send names.
and addresses of ministers or workers for Litera-
ture to be sent to, and also select the Books or
Booklets suitable to meet the need. The active™
scattering of the messages in the Overcomer may
also be continued, for a time, through the use of
past issues, of which a limited supply is in hand.

For the present Mrs. Penn-Lewis will act as.
Trustee of the Fund, and cheques or postal
orders, and other forms of remittances, may be:
sent to her at Cartref, Toller Road, Leicester
and will be acknowledged by post. .. ‘

Instructions for Applications for Books.

1. All English speaking Pastors, Evangelists, Missionaries,.
and Christian Workers may apply to the Fund for a grant of any-
one of the Books or Booi]ets. stating plainly which is required:
and the work engaged in.

2. It is understood that all who apply to the Fund for a grant
of Booksare not able to pay for them; or they may send to the-
Fund any sum of money they can contribute toward the grant they
may require.

Catalogues of Books and Booklets will be sent on receipt of a
post card.

Our Foreign and British Overcomer Centre Distributors.
burdened in prayer for many in their districts, may send the names
and addresses of those they pray for, and Books will be sent to.
these in order of registry, and according to the supply of Funds.

Applications for literature,*and all correspond--
ence relating to grants from the Fund, should.
be addressed to

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,
QOvercomer Book Room, .
Cartref, Toller Road, Leicester,.
marked ¢ Literature Fund.” :

Preface to the Dutch Cross of Calvary.
By Dr. Andrew Murray.
(Translated from. the Dutch.)
~ As I know the writer of this book, Mrs. Penn-Lewis,.
well, and am in hearty sympathy with the object for-
which it is written, I would gladly do my utmost to
recommend the book to Christians in our land.

‘We find in God's Word two aspects of the Cross. The
one points to the redemption of the Cross, as the ground of
our Salvation ; the Cross has taken away the curse of’
sin, offers us forgiveness of sins, and brings us the
message of perfect peace with God through the Blood of

= All the Foreign Literature referred to isissued in other-
lands, and therefore out of the Editor's control and
ownership. A stock of ‘*Face to Face,’”in German,
together with ** Much Fruit * and another Booklet in the
same language, has accumulated in the Book Room,
which might now be of service in England. Workers.
may write to the Manager of the Book Room for a supply-
at the usual English prices.
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Christ. The other lays the emphasis on the fellowship of
the Cross. It points to the words of Christ, ** Take up
thy cross and follow Me ;*’ to the words of St. Paul, *1
am crucified with Christ,” * I am crucified to the world,”
“ Ye are dead to sin in Christ."

The first aspect is what we need for our justification,
the only and sure ground of our faith that we are recon-
ciled to God. The second had to do with our sanctifica-
tion, and leads us into the likeness of the Lord Jesusin
the death to sin and the world, and reveals to us the
fulness of power with which He breaks the power of sin
within us, and keeps it under.

It goes without saying that where the first view-point
is preached, it is easier to understand and believe than
the second. For this reason many Christians never get
any further than faith in the Cross for the forgiveness of
sin. They do not understand, and when they hear of it
they are afraid of the self-denial that calls them to follow
fully in conformity with the death of their Lord, -

Mrs. Penn-Lewis has always, by her writings in the
religious papers in connection with her experience in the
revival in Wales, shown how deeply the thought of the
fellowship of the Cross has taken hold. of her, and how
strongly she feels that this is the wayin which God
would prepare His Church to overcome the world. In
the chapter at the end of the book (p. 121) she gives the
account of her personal experience in regard to ‘the
matter. In the 3rd and 5th, and other sermons, she tells
of the two-fold message of the Cross. When the spiritual
eyes have been opened to receive this special message,
one will, at the same time, learn that it is just through
this experience that we shall learn to prize more highly
our redemption, and to understand its power as never
before.

The Lord grant us the Spirit of Wisdom and enlightened
eyes, to know the glory of the Cross. May He strengthen
us in the prayer that His people may be the true followers
of the Cross-bearing Christ. And so may the strong
desire of the authoress, of the brother who is responsible
for the translation and printing of the book, and which is
also my desire, graciously be fulfilied.

Wellington, Nov. 4, 1909. AM.

Notes on Literature matiters.
The * Warfare™ in Spanish.

The SpaNisH ** WARFARE WITH SATAN AND THE WAY OF
vicToRY,” has just been published, translated from the
English by a correspondent in Argentina. The edition
has been paid for by an American reader of the Overcomer,
and some donors at Eccleston Hall meetings. The books
are being sent free to workers in Amevica.

*“War on the Saints” in French.

MR, Jounson writes from 51 Rue Chanzy, Asnieres,
Paris,* under date Nov. g, 1914 : ** Your letter [informing

* We understood that Mr. Johnson had left Paris on Red Cross
work, but he writes that he found too little opportunity of doing
spiritual work, and the way is open for him to actively work in Paris
and district in gospel work, He has received 30,000 gospels from the
Scripture Gift Mission, and he is nearly at an end of French Bible
Booklets, of which the last edition, 50,000, has been scattered inmany
parts of France.— Ep.
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me of the closure of the Ovescomer] although somewhat
of a shock, did not take me by surprise, for I also have
had a very strong impression that the Overcomer must
necessarily complete its message before long. . . .

Six chapters of ‘ War oN THE SaINTs '’ have been
translated [and issued in Le Vaingueur], and I have been
longing to get through to publish the last five chapters
of the book, on practical deliverance. Could not these
last five chapters be printed separately and bound as
companion volume to Le Vaingueur of 1912, 1913, 1914 7
Such a complete work will be of great value in the war-
fare against the Anti-Christ and ready for that fierce
period. The translator (Madame Brumel, wife of a
French pastor, and former Missionary to Tahiti) has
toiled with great self-sacrifice upon this work, and it
seems to me special steps should be taken to issue it
when just at the point of its greatest ability and useful-
ness. . . .

We commend My. Johuson's desire to those among our readers
who have moss benefitted by ** War on the Saints.”” They may
communicate with him divectly. We pray that the Lord will
move His stewards to the caryying out of this work quickly.

*“Overcomer” Reprints in India.

Mr. Watkin Roberts, of the Thado-Kookie Mission, left
for India in September last, with & great burden upon his
heart to issue in India & paper similar to Le Vaingueur,
giving MONTHLY REPRINTS from the Overcomer, extracted
from the six years’ issue of the paper, and suited to the
varied spirituel stages of the native Christians in Indie.
Should any of our readers having & *‘ concern *’ for India
be led of God to share with Mr, Watkin Roberts in this
work, they may write to Miss Gladys W. Dobson—whose
contributions to our pages have shown that the mantle
of our warrior-poet, Mary Maxsh, has fallen upon her.
Miss Dobson* will act as treasurer in England for the
India Overcomer Magazine.

The * Overcomer™ in Spanish.

The Translator, into Spanish, of the ** Warfare with
Satan,’’ writes that she is prepared if the Lord permits,
if He tarries, to give herself wholly to the work of trans-
lating the Overcomer literature into Spanish—and suggests
that a Spamsh Owvercomer might even be practicable.
Meanwhile several manuscripts are ready for use, This
servant of God has already issued several of the Booklets
in Spanish, in conjunction with a worker in Beunos Aires.
They have been sent out free to ministers and missionaries
in that land. '

Miscellaneous.

Rev. Thos. Chapman, of Maritzburg, asks for the issue
in book form of the ¢ Talks with Young Christians on
the Work of the Holy Spirit,”” as well as the ‘* ConguasT
oF CaNaaN,” in cheaper form.

Rev. E. W. Thwing writes; “*I am a Missionary in
Peking. I want to translate into CHINESE some of the
inspiring things from the Overcomer for the help of
Christian workers among the Chinese.

¥=2" These Notes ave given to awaken prayer on the part of
ouy yeaders, and to show the open doors which might be enteved
if no time is lost. '

* of The Meads, 4 Parsifal Road, Hampstead, London.
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Self-denial in Prayer.”
¢ My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and
to finish His work.””—John iv., 84. ‘ .

HERE must be sacrifice in prayer. So
T many people, when they are beset by
untoward circumstances, begin to pray
themselves out of them, and the time they give
to themselyes and their own affairs is lost to the
kingdom.

Hach one should learn the lesson that God

will provide for them, spiritually and temporally,
as they work for the kingdom. But people
will not- trust God to feed them spiritually.
When they get ‘‘hungry” for spirit-food they
are restless, and hunt about for food, whereas if
they had remained in hunger, and sought for the
work that God wanted them to perform, they
would have been instantly fed in the doing of it.

We need to learn the ¥es'son of self-denial as
regards -the spiritual feeding of oneself. The
truth is, the spiritual man is fed by the doing of
work in God’s will. You have to come to the
point that you are willing to work for God—
whether it be in prayer, or other service—from
morn till night without considering yourself.
Then you become & practicsal, and a perfeet work-
man. What folly there is in the false shepherd-
ing of oneself. What if you employed & man
to work for you, and when he came he spent all
his time looking after his own needs? You say
you employed bim not to attend to himself, but
to do your work. And we who are God's
workers should come to the point that we leave
ourselves in God’s hands to feed us, and to clothe
us, 80 that we are free from morn #ill night to
serve Him,

Even as & boy, Christ manifests the thoughts
and actions of & fully matured spiritual man.
He seid He must be about “the Father's
business.” Nothing must keep Him from that
*“business.” He knows why He has come to
earth, He saw that He did not come down from
Heaven primarily to obey Joseph and Mary.
He came to do the Faiher's will. With those
who are the sons of God, in like manner the self-
denial should be so deep that the man is free
Jrom himself to serve God—to do His will and
finish His work. If your ‘“all is on the altar,”
and the offering is consumed by fire from heaven,
what is left for the one who is the sacrifice ?
The “all” is not on the altar to be kept alive,
but to be slain. Your all on the altar means
that from that moment God is free to work out
His will in you, without any obstruction, and you
not only are His son, but His servant. You be-
come & “son” by parteking of His nature, and
you become & servant by doing His bidding.

* Notes of conversations with Mr. Evan Roberts, by Fidelis.

* Many spesk so much shout consecration, and
get thevr own will governs them ; they are stub-
orn, and full of their own plans and their own

determination. Then their all is not on the
altar, because their self-wsll is left behind, and
their stubborness.. Deep surrender to God
means you are 8o consumed by God that He can
do a8 He will with you, like elay in the hands of
the potter. . Then you are urged on by Divine
force, and from the moment of true surrender
God bas no trouble with you. =

In not attending to yourself you seem to be
wrong. It appears as if you should look after
yourself, but if you refuse to do it, and turn to
attend to the Kingdom, lo and -behold, without
any effort of your own you find yourself right.

This taking care of oneself as regards being
spiritually fed is & great snare. The test comes
when you feel so wrong, and do not know what
to do, and then you put yourself on one side and
attend to the kingdom. ¢ Let him deny him=
self.” What is “denial”? «I do not know
the man.” If - you are in terrible spiritual
hunger, you say : God is going to see to it, and
to feed me. There are times when, if you dsre
attempt to feed yourself, you get nothing; but
when you understand the ,sfliritua.l law that you
will not get anything until you have given up
the self-principle of feeding yourself, then you
will find you are fed and sustained. Christ did
not say to Peter  Feed thyself.” It is the lambs
who need feeding! ' :
- The only time when & spiritual man cen law-
fully attend to himself, is when he himself is not
the goal of his attention; that is, he is simply
‘*sharpening” himself as an instrument for the
conflict, or the work. The goal is not food for
himself, but work for God. :

I have seen jobbing gardeners come and bring
their own tools o do their work; but supposing
on their arrival they began to sharpen their
shears, and pull the lawn-mower to pieces to oil
it, and to clean it, that .would be theft of the
employer’s time. Just so, there is too much
“theft’’ of God’'s time in the attending to oneself
instead of doing God's work for the kingdom.

Buppose that during the debates in the House
of Commons the Speaker is made acquainfed
with some trivial family trouble, and leaves the
House to write a long family letter, and that
happened at every sitting, what sort of a Speaker
would he be ? Very few realise the imperative
nature of the demands of God and of His
Kingdom. You have no option; you do not
belong fo yourself; and it is ¢ D.V.” not only
about a meeting, but concerning everything all
dey long. ¢ Ye are not your own. For ye are
bought with & price; therefore glorify -God in
your body, and in your spirif, which are God's.’
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 Hints to Workers

‘On followin'é'f_he s_treani of the Spirit.

\ 'V 7ORKERS at the present time are perplexed how

A/ to act when they find themselves involved in a

- machinery of work. which has unwittingly
grown around them; orelse ina * machinery '’ which
they no longer find they have strength to sustaim, and
they koow not why. ,Let such consider whether the
fnachinery necessitated’ by that specific piece of work
has already fulfilled its purpose; and whether its pressure
is not an indication that the Spirit of God is no longer
supplying - power for a service, from which He wills to
withdraw His instrument. B

A .spiritual worker—one dependent upon the Holy

; Spirit for the carrying out of any service—will not find
the unction of the Spirit in the midst of * machinery
which has already fulfilled its purpose, and if the worker
clings to the outward organized work after the Spirit of
God ceases to need it, or utilize it, he will find himself
compelled to draw upon his own resources instead of the
power of the Holy Spirit. If such a one discovers that he
has become entangled in machinery, he may have great
conflict in finding his way out into the stream of the
Spirit flowing in another direction. Workers should,
therefore, keenly watch where the unction of the Spirit
is with their service, so that they may co-work only with
Him, and discovering His leading follow in the stream
of His power wheresoever it may be flowing.

Wortkers need to recognise that when the machinery
of any service SUPPRESSES the spirit life, instead of being
a means for expressing it; or obstructs that life so that
the worker loses the domination and overfiow of the
Spirit in personal life and victory, then the ** machinery ”
of the work has become a hindrance, and must either be
given up, or reduced to its right place of subserviency to
the life in the spirit, or,-in some cases, it may be the
worker needs to be adjusted in his relationship to it.

The history of the Church is full of examples of those
who have been caught in the entanglement of ** organiza-
tion *’ to the injury of their own spiritual life, or service ;
¢.g., a worker receives the Baptism of the Spirit. God
pours out blessings on souls. Meetings are crowded,
God mightily works. ‘ Machinery ' then becomes
necessary to ‘‘conserve the results of blessing,”” and
ere long the Spirit-filled worker is compelled to carry
on this or that work because he is committed to do
so. He becomes circumstantially bound, and is no longer
free to follow the leading of the Spirit of God. The
Divine tide of life then slowly recedes, and finally the
worker goes on, content—or not, as the case may be—
with the outward and visible form of the work in. his
hands. This is the story of thousands of Spirit baptized
servants of God who began work in the Spirit, but failed
to understand how to continue that work in the Spirit to
the end. S :

It is also the duty of the workersin charge of any
organised work to see that the spiritual life of their
helpers is not sacrificed to the *‘ work,"’ 1.s., by ha.ving so
much to do in the organisation part of the Lord’s service

-%w_'u Cf/ : "f"’/\(&) -t-z‘,--:‘y,g,
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that their spiritual life kas no opportunity. of -develop-
ment, or expression ; nor should a chief worker nurture
his own spiritual life at the cost of another’s * drudgery,”
any more than employers of labour should earich them-
gelves at the cost of overworked employees. Those who
do the work in the background should have the same opportunity
for spirvitual advancement as those who work in the front.

“The supreme need of every spiritual worker is that he
should discern the * stream ™ of the Spirit, and follow
thatstream. ‘¢ Machinery ' which is no longer lubricated
by God—or is ** out of the stream " of the Spirit—gives a
spiritual worker a sense of stagnation, whilst outside of it
he may find a stream. Some will discover this sooner
than others through keen spiritual discernment. The
supreme question to-day is where is the ** stream of the
Spirit, and whither is it flowing? The Holy Spirit is
moving toward Translation. Heis preparing to leave
the world and to ascend, and they who will go with Him
find the unction only upon the heavenward call.

Workers often are not able to discern between the
demons obstructing them from carrying out work, and
God checking them from going on in any specific direction.
If they think it is the opposition of the devil when it is
the Spirit of God saying *‘stop,” in their wrong inter-
pretation and effort to ** go forward in spite of demoniacal
hindrances,” they will descend from working after the
Spirit, into drawing upon their own mental and physical
resources, and so lose the stream—or unction—of the co-
working Spirit of God. They will then go on against the
will of God, and into a false fight, and a conflict which
has no victory. Worlkers in the face of spiritual obstruc-
tion, needing to discern whether this is of God, or of the
enemy, should watch the effect of the attitude they take on
their own spivit, e.g., going forward with God by prayer and
service in the face of demon-obstruction, brings liberation
of spirit, and going forward without God brings compression
of spirit—a sense of heaviness and deadness of spirit, a
loss of * spring ”’ and liberty of spirit.

" All workers in view of the Lord’s coming should eagerly
ask God to enable them to finisk their own work, and in
preparation for translation take up every attituds which
the Spirit of God can work out for them, ¢.g., they should
pray against (1) all spurious work—i.c., work which Gad
has not given them to do—(2) all work which they should
have left alone long ago, (3) all work which is of the flesh
and not the spirit, (4) all work which suppresses the spirit,
or draws the worker oui of the spirit; all waste work, and
work which may be good yet keeping the worker from
some higher service. Only as workers pray themselves
free of all work God has not given them to do, will they
find out what is their own work, and be released to finish
it, so as to have a fully completed service when He comes.

Jesus says I'm coming soon—
Tell it out.

Be it daybreak or at noon—
Tell it out.

Tell it out the wide world o’er,

Tell it out from shore to shore,

Tell it out again once more—

ell it out. )

E.R
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To the Lord's Praying Ones.
A Closing Word.

In closing the Overcomer, we desire to place on record

our deep gratitude to God for the army of real prayer-

- warriors, which many letters show us to be now existing
among our readers. Eternity alone will reveal what has
been wrought in the spiritual realm, from the time. indi-
vidual believers in land after land arose in the energy of
the Spirit, in definite stand AGaINST the * spiritual wicked-
ness in high places." '

These prayer-warriors we now earnestly urge to HOLD
FAST that which they have to the Enp. Let them not
flag in giving themselves to perpetual PRAYRR, assured
that prayer is the weapon which infallibly works in
destroying the scheries of the hosts of darkness, and

hastening the hour of their exit from the world to the -

abyss. _

It is related of Mr. Moody in a shipwreck that when
he was urged to join a company in prayer for deliverance
that he replied ‘*Iam prayed-up already.”” So it may
be said of many who have been on the watch tower these
past years. They are * prayed-up’ and now stand
before God amening all their past prayers, and all the
prayers of the spiritual Church waiting fulfiilment (cf.
Rev. v. 8, viii. 3, 4).

Prayer warriors now must seek from the Holy Spirit
light as to what to pray, in addition to all they have
prayed in the past. Let them hold before God the whols
Church, and to those who are joined with us in spirit in
the warfare, we specially commend for unceasing uphold-
ing, some workers in other lands who are isolated,
and without the help of others trained in warfare against
the hosts of darkness. -Others, in each country whom
we have no space to mention, can be included with these
by adding the prayer * and all servants of God in like
need all over the world.” :

Mr. H. JorNson, of Paris and Le¢ Vaingueuyr. We do
not doubt but that the prayer warriors in Paris and other

arts of France and Belgium, who have been keenly
gghting in prayer against the_ spirits of evil in these
countries for the last few years, have by their prayers
influenced the present remarkable steadiness and power
of the French Army. The atheistic element in the
government is nullified before God by the faithful band
of praying ones (cf. Gen. xviii. 23-32. See p. 171 of
November Overcomer).

Pastor N. NEPRasH, 24 Linie 11. Petrograd, Mr,

Neprash is at work with Pastor Fetler, and writes:*** How -

thankful I am to God He led me to know the warfare,
How could I work without it. I need it everywhere, . .

Rev. A. B. b Roos, Apartado 332, San Jose, Costa
Rica, C.A. Sorely pressed in heavy labours, and warfare
with the hosts of darkness in the demon-filled atmosphere
of a Christless land.

Rev. THoMas CHAPMAN. minister of a church in
Maritzburg, S. Africa. Mr, and Mrs. Chapman were
present at the Matlock Conference, and gave testimony
to the way in which the Overcomer and its Literature bad
been used of God to them and their people. They
earnestly ask for prayer.

Mg, Watkin R, RoBeRrTs, and his burden of Overcomer
Literature for India, and others in India with the same
burden.

Large numbers of workers in U.S.A., Canada, and on,

the Pacific Coast; in Egypt and North Africa; others in
Turkey, Bulgaria, and other Balkan States. Workers in
Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica, and other places in far
away lands. Many in China and Japan, Thibet and
Korea—all enrolled in the battalion of warrior souls
taking the aggresstve against the foe. .

THE OVERCOMER.

Special Requests.

‘We also earnestly ask our Praying colleagues who are
burdened with us for the deliverance of believers from
the oppression of the enemy, to stand in prayer at the
back of all further sending forth of the truths we have
given in onr pages, and to keep the following petitions
before God : .

FFor the work of the OvERCOMER LITERATURE TRUST

UND.

1. That all funds needed may be sent in. -

2. That the Literature may go out to prepared souls.

3. That all God’s purpose in the stewardship of these
truths may be fulfilled.

FOR THE LITERATURE SENT OUT IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES.

a) The Spanisn ** WARFARE '’ now being issued.

b) That the translated chapters of *“ War ON THE
- SAINTS,”" in FRENCH, may be issued sonn, and
funds provided. :

For the FINAL PREPARATION OF THE CHURCH for the
Lord’s Coming, and the hastening of the hour when the
saints will ascend. p

That the Tribulation days may be shortened, and
the displacing of the Satanic powers of evil from
the air, and the earth, and their casting into the abyss
be hastened.

THAT THE LORD MAY COME,.

Amen.
 An Attitude of Victory.

We are to remain in the midst of warfare as pillars,
holding the [victorious] WARFARE sPIRIT which strengthens
others to fight. Just as Christ was silent before His
enemies, 80 you must now use the weapons of patience
and silence.

¢“*And He opened not His mouth.” In the attitude
of accomplished victory, you do not opem your
mouth against the demons although they rage.
Whilst they are raging, if you can withdraw your spirit
from &all exterior things, and from the invisible foe wrap-
ping around it, and begin to sing—although with great
effort—you oreate a new atmosphere around you. This
is the way of victory depicted in the Old Testament,
“When they began to sing, and to praise the Lord, the
enemy was defeated.” Thesongis the declaration of faith
in the already accomplished victory. Silence overcomes
the demons. Patience overcomes them. Faith overcomes
them. There are times when you are patient, and fight ;
and there are other times when you are patient and silent,
standing in quiet victory.—E.R.

Publications Recéived.

The nsual packet has reached us of new issues of Christmas
and New Year's Cards, together with a small 1/- (net) volume
entitled, * Just for Me*'; or, * Helps for Young Disciples,” pre
pared by Mrs, Barter Snow, and obtainable direct from her at
The Vicarage, Broadway, Worcestershire, from whom also &
complete list of publications can be obtained. :

We have also received some daintily attractive Text Motto
Cards from Mr. H. E. Marsom, 516 Broad Street, Birmingham
(price One Penny eaoh), from whom & descriptixe list can be
obtained.

We specially call the attention of readers needing light on
the Parousia of Christ, in distinction to the Epiphany of His
outshining to the world at the end of Armageddon, to a
pamphlet entitled * The Presence of Christ," by Adelphus. 1/,
from Mr. A, J. Tilney,, 66 Hall Road, Norwich. The contro-
versial aspeot put aside, the Bible light is valuable,

Nore.—Thess should be ordered as directed. The* Overcomer”
Book Room cannot supply them.

Ve
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THE “OVERCOMER” BOOK ROOM

“ CARTREF,” TOLLER ROAD, LEICESTER.

All correspondence to be addressed

Remittances Telegrams: ** Overcomer,”” Leicester.
to ** The Manager."” L Payable se, Telephone: 918 Leicester.

‘War on the Saints. A Text Book for Christian
Workers on the work of deceiving spirits among the children
of God. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis in collaboration with Evan
Roberts, 352 pages. Topical Index. 6], post free 6/4,
or 6/7 abroad,

By Mrs. PENN-LEWIS.

Story of Job. A Glimpse into the Mystery of Suffering.
New Binding in Maroon cloth, 2/6, post free 2/10.

Cross of Calvary (The) and its Message.
9/-, post free 2/3; stiff paper cover 1/-, post free 1/3.

Warfare with Satan (The) and the Way of
Victory. New Binding in Maroon cloth, 2/-. post free

2/3; stiff paper cover 1f., post free 1/3; Unabridged
Pamphlet for broadcast distribution, 3d.

Thy Hidden Ones. Union with Christ as traced in the
Song of Songs. (New Edition.) Maroon cloth, gilt letter-
ing, 2/, post free 2/3; stiff paper cover 1/., post free 1/3.

Face to Face. Glimpses into the Inner Life of Moses,
Art Cloth, silk marker, 1/-, post free 1/2.

Climax (The) of the Risen Life

free 1/2, .

Conquest of Canaan (The). Sidelights on the
. Spiritusl Battlefield. (Second Edition.} Cloth boards 1/-,
post free 1/2: stiff paper cover 6d., post free 7d, ’

Life in the Spirit. A Glimpse into the Heavenly
Warfare, Cloth boards 1/, post free 1/2; stiff paper cover
6d., post free 7d.

Life out of Death. A brief summary of Madame
Guyon's Spiritual Torrents. Art paper cover 6d., post free 7d.

Soul and Spirit. A Glimpse into Bible Psychology in
relation to Sanctification. (New and Revised Edition.)

Cloth Boards 1/-, post free 1/2; art paper cover 6d., post
free 7d. : .

Cloth 1/-, post

The Work of Delivering Souls. A Clinical Handbook for
Workers, by Collaborators of ** War on the Saints,”” 24
blank pages for Notes. 3d. net, post free 33d.

Experimental Difficulties in the Spiritnal Life. A
Handbook for Workers. Consisting of Papers on *‘ The
Spiritual Clinics,”” by Evan Roberts, and ** Answers to Ques-
tions,” by Mrs, Penn-Lewis, with Index for easy reference,
Stiff paper cover 3d. each, post free 33d.

“* What is your Prayer Life ?** i, Assurance of Answered
Prayer; ii. A Revival of Prayer Needed: iii. Striving in
Prayer. Stiff paper cover 3d, each, post free 33.

Spiritual Perplexities.

The Guarding of the Mind, etc. Paper cover 3d. each, post
free 33d.

Power for Service and Warfare.

A Message and a Testi-
mony.

Paper cover 3d. each, pos free 33d.

Gleanings from Conference Hours.

Much Fruit. The Story of a Grain of Wheat. 3d. each
post free 33d.

Pathway (The) to Life in Ged.
Enlarged Edition. 2d. each, post free 23d.

Bible Readings. For use in Bible Classes, and printed on thin
paper for insertion in Bible. Assorted packets (of four leaflets)
No. . and Il.  Per pac;.ket 2d., post free 23d.

The Gate to Life Chart Pamphlets. An 8pp. set of
charts, printed on thin paper for insertion in Bible, with ex-
planations in the words of Scripture, showing the relation of
the Cross to the Sinner and the Cross to the Christian. 2d.
each, post free 23d.

Forty-second Thousand.

The * Inner Life’’ Series.

1, How to Maintain Communion with God.

2. How to walk * after the Spirit.” 1d. each, 1/-for

8. The Leading of the Lord. A Spiritual 12, post free,
Autobiography. 1j2 broad

3. The Prize of the Throne. avroad.

The *“Pathway’ Series of Booklets.
1. The Pathway to Life in God. (Price 2d., included in assorted

packets.
2. The Glorious Secret.
2. g:w%r.llrnnll’:a er, e 6d. per 12,
. The Self-Life Unvelled.
8. Deliverance through Death. (Out of print) One H"]‘f'p enny
8. The Silence of Jesus. eac

7. The Loneliness of Jesus, (Ouf of print.) post free 7d.
8. Persistency in Prayer. . per packet.
8. liluminated Vesssls. (Owt of print.)
The * Words to Workers®’ Series.
1. First Bind the Strong Man. (New Edition)
e, Satan under Your Feet. (Out of print.)
2. I}‘{‘lll‘? alt gPhtnln [ Fl:ot;“l: ! }l;’a _Fs;l)l of Satan
o -top Prayer. of print.
8. 'l‘lu}z Orgsz aqg‘ the Blg&d. (J;Ihm Edition | 6d. for 12, or
evised, with new matier on the meanin,
of = Reckon.™) € | One Htlhfpenny
8. *Be of the same Mind.” each,
17, % Delivered unto Death for Jesus’ sake.” post free 7d.
8, Four Planes of the Spiritual Life. per packet
8. The Un-offended spirit. .

10. Translated out of the Power of Darkness
11, Overcoming the Accuser,
12, The Magnificent Ghrist. )

The “‘New Life’" Series. 3d. for 12, assorted, post free 33d.

The Gate to Life Leaflets. For Mission Work, 1/ per
100, post free 1/3 per 100.

Bound Volumes of the *‘ Overcomer'’ for 1911, 1912,
1913, 1914. 2/. each, 2/4 post free.

Miscellaneous.
The ** Overcomer’’ Song Book. Music and Words. Price
3d. post free, in quantities 1/3 dozen post free,

Victory Songs and Poems, by Mary Marsh. Price 3d.,
post free 33d.

U.S.A.—Will correspondents kindly note that American post
cards, value one cent, require excess postage paid in Great
Britain. Dollar notes are value 4/- in English money. Cheques
drawn on American Banks cannot be changed in England.

Deposit Accounts, for America and Canada, may be
opened, with statements rendered quarterly.






