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166 ¥',,.iv--1,£~, J.4', THE OVERCOMER. 

The Spiritual Life. 
Brief papers by Fidelis, * 

The Daily Test. 
" Count it all joy when ys fall into mani.folil, ~i.als. . • • " 

-Jas. i. 2, B. V. 

WE are always in a test, and God is putting 
us on our honour in our tests. We are 
tested to see whether we hate sin, and 

and whether we love God and goodness. " God 
so loved that He gave . ." Our love is proved 
by our sacrifice. When governed by Divine love 
you give promptly and fully, both your best and 
your legitimate. You give your heart, and the 
blood of that heart. 

Again, you are tested through circumstances, 
and ought, through God, to master them. "He 
is able to save to the uttermost them who come 
unto God by Him ;" and if you are not "saved to 
the uttermost" in these perplexing times, which 
try both the understanding and the strength of 
the spirit, blame yourself. Do not blame yowr 
brother. Our neighbours are often our test­
stones. You protect your conduct by protesting 
against his callous and trying ways. "He is 
such a troublesome fellow," you say, "I cannot 
get along with him." But what of yourself'! 
How does your virtue stand-your virtue of 
patience? Now is the time to will to be saved 
to the uttermost. So much patience is needed 
towards your brother, and judgment and dis­
cernment to understand God and the ways of 
God .... 

You are tested in your combat with sin, and if 
God Who "worketh in you to will and to do .• " 
has full sway over you, victory will be full and 
complete, and satisfactory to God. And it will 
result in more than mel'ely getting victory over 
sin in this world. Your struggles here have 
something to do with your position in the nea:t 
world. The moment you enter-into heaven your 
battles are over for ever; the war on sin and on· 
demons is over for ever, and your opportunity of 
reward for the ~onquest of sin, and of an accom­
plished work at an end for ever. In heaven 
being holy in your actual state you will get no 
reward for maintaining that state, or for works 
issuing out of th11,t blessed state. But whilst 
you are on earth you a.re in a "war," and 
consequently a "test" every day, so never 
forget that your daily test is a. blessed opportunity 
for victory which you lose as soon as you reach 
heaven. 

You are in a. battle Now-this very instant­
so get the victory Now : in your decisions, in 
your understanding as to how much you will 

• Notes of converse.tions with Eve.n Roberts. 

put yourself on the side of truth. Sacrijiceyour 
whole being now for your coming position in 
heaven. 

You a.re tested from morn till night. For 
example, God may awaken you at night-not 
for prayer, but with no other object but to test 
your pliability to His will. Do you begin to 
grumble? We are His by day and His by 
night. Never, never forget that. 

You come down to breakfast, but household 
affairs are askew, and your armour is not buckled 
on properly this morning. Do not look upon 
the things as merely things that are wrong, but 
as things which a.re permitted to test you. Do 
not shift the blame to others. See yourself as 
the ceutre of " test." "But, Lord, he was doing 
so-and-so I " "Yes, but I was testing you." 
"But be is always forgetting." "I was testing 
your patience. Cannot you see he has less 
capacity than you have, and you are expecting 
from him what he cannot do. YQu have a good 
memory, he has not ... " When you under­
stand what God is doing with you in all the 
crooked things around you, you will be patient, 
knowing that you are being tested for the 
obtaining of eternal gain. 

Mind and spirit in co-operation. 
It is one of the principles of the spirit life that 

at :first you get knowledge from God in your spirit 
by " feeling;' but afterwards you have to retain 
it, a~d perform its act;ons by the intelligence­
or mmd. 

For example, yo:u know intelligently that the 
demons are evil, and that t.hey are not in the pit 
yet. You may not "feel" this fact, but no 
matter what you feel, you know it is your duty 
to pray against them. Therefore do not wait 
until you feel like praying against them, but 
pray. In this way your call to prayer begins 
with your mind. If because of what you know 
in your mind, you begin to use the curse of God 
on the demons in the Na.me of the Lord, after a 
w bile you will :find your spirit coming into action, 
and you will have the spirit of that curse at the 
back of the words or prayer against them. 

There are pumps which appear to be dry, but 
all that is needed is that a can of water is poured 
into the top of the pump in order to produce the 
proper suction-then you can get some water. 
What the can of water is to the pump, to bring 
it into working order, so is the "mind " to the 
·u spirit." 

This is one of the laws of the spirit life which 
needs remembering when you start on any new 
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form or realm of prayer, it may at first be in 
your spirit, but afterwards you are responsible 
to God to carry on the same prayer by intel­
ligence, that is, without "feelings" at all. Your 
" feeling " also is governed by the way you use 
your mind. If you do not at first use your mind 
to begin prayer, you are like the man who goes 
to the pump, and tries it, and getting no water 
immediately, goes away saying the well is dry. 

The same spiritual principle, or " law," applies 
to the faith for trans!p,tion. ffyou have "felt " 
in your spirit that j.t'1s coming to pass, and then 
later on your " spirit " gets empty, and there is 
no witness of translation there, remember the 
principl~ of the mind and spirit. If you after­
wards wait for your " spirit " to be filled with 
the same " feeling " about Translation, it will 
not come. The spirit will. only be re-filled by 
the operations of the mind-i.e., as you believfl 
and pray with no "feelings." In brief, the law 
is, everything that you have in the past done 
from " feelings " in your spirit, you afterwards 
continue by the deliberate action of your mind. 
If the " mind " action is followed by the spirit 
coming into activity-that is if unction comes on 
what you are doing, all is right, if not then give 
up the mind-action in that specific thing and 
seek for another course. 

There are times when your spirit is as helpless 
as a new-born babe dependent upon its nurse. 
The spirit cannot take care of itself at times, so 
the " mind " has to nurse it. If you get life­
or unction-in cursing the demons, it proves 
that you do it "in the spirit." You did not 
" feel " it at first, but you initiated it " in the 
spirit " because you had a spiritual mind. 

For example, in some mines the miner goes 
down into the earth some 500 feet, or more, 
being let down by a carriage. The moment he 
desires to return he rings an electric button, and 
the engineer who has remained at the top starts 
the machinery and lifts the carriage to the 
surface. The " spirit " is like the miner at the 
bottom of the shaft, touching the electric button, 
then the bell rings in the "mind," so that the 
mind at once knows that the spirit is wanting 
something, perhaps saying, " Lift me out of this 
bondage." The " mind " is the engineer to 
accomplish the lifting. 

Whatever " spirit " you need you have to work 
to get it with the mind; e.g., if you want the 
translation spirit, begin to think with your mind 
" What shall I do to get it ? " and pray around 
that. Pray, reason, ponder over the Translation, 
and you will eventually receive or awaken the 
spirit of the Translation. 

The fulness in the spirit is not obtained like 
the fulness of the tide on the shore. You are 
filled in spirit by complying with the conditions 

for being filled. You see, therefore, that there 
is plenty of work to be done in the spiritual 
realm ; e.g., you prayed in the morning "in the 

· Spirit "-with great unction from the Holy 
Ghost, but now later in the day you have lost 
that spirit. Now pray again with the mind and 
with no spirit 1 You asked for God's curse on 
the demons in the morning with much spirit, 
but that spirit has passed off; now do it again 
with the mind. That is the principle to work 
on. Put it down as an axiom of the warfare 
that you will curse the demons " spirit " or " no 
spirit." If you find it continues empty, then give 
it up, but you must not give it up simply because 
of weariness of the flesh. Sometimes we have to 
persevere although we may get tired ; sometimes 
we stop because we know it is right to do so. 

In brief, whatever you want in your spirit, 
your mind is to bring it there, by prayer or 
thinking, etc. Then you will find that you have 
much more spirit. 

The spirit operat~s in so many ways. At .one 
time it is as a roaring lion, and at othflr times as 
helpless as a babe. You must recognise the 
latter in its weakness, as well as the former in 
its strength when it gushes out, and carries all 
before it, and the mind has to act in control of 
its impetuosity. 

Preparation for translation. 
The claim of the call to Translation is as imperative as 

the call of dee.th, and it should be heeded, and given 
attention to, just as urgently as if God had said, "You 
a.re to die." There should be minute preparation for 
translation, as there is minute preparation for death. If 
God ea.id to a ma.n, "Thou a.rt to die," he would not say, 
" I have no time." He would have to submit to God's 
will. He might say, "But I have work to do." Yes, 
but you must give up the work, just as the dying man 
gives up everything before he dies. Those who a.re to be 
translated a.re to give up everything, so fa.r as God oa.lls 
them. See the test of honour that is involved in obeying 
the call I There is no honour involved in the }>reparation 
of the man who has to die, but there is a test of honour 
in regard to translation, i.e., '' How much will you 
surrender without being compoZZea by sickness 1 If you 
were sick, and thought you were going to die, you would 
prepare and give yourself to spiritual meditation, but if 
you are well and strong, and God says, " Come up 
hither,'' how much will His call be attended to? Ee.ch 
one is on his honour in his attitude to it. Will the man 
allow the things of the world, or even the things of the 
Church, to swil.mp this Divine ce.11 ? It may be a mid­
night call, like the call of God to Samuel (1 Sa.m. iii.1-10), 
and the call may appear to be in the voice of ma.n-e.s to 
Samuel-yet it is the voice of God. Samuel, at first, 
rushed to Eli. He thought it was Eli calling, but it was 
God. God's servants are crying out, to-day, "Be yo 
ready," but it is not "Eli " calling, it is God speaking 
to His church secretly in the dark. 

Let ea.oh one, therefore, attend to the minute prepara­
tion for departure, and be ready. 

"Let us rejoice amt be e:coeed.ingly glad. and. let -us giw tlie 
gwry unto Him: for the marriage of the Lamb w oome and. His 
wife hath maa.e herself reaay. .4na it waa gwsn unto her that 
she should. array herself in ftne linen bright Ana pure : for th6 
fim l!inen is the rightBous acts of the Saints. "-Bw. a:ill:. 7 8, B. Y, 
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a4~J.:. iff;.;..(J_:t..r:,,.· '1·· 
Expiation by 'Blood (iii.) 

By D. M. Panton, Norwich. 

IN Calvary· culminates, down to the minutest 
detail, the converging slaughter of a myriad 
lambs. 

1.-THE LAMB OF THE PASSOVER HAD TO BE 
TAKEN UP ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, 
"In the tenth day of the [first] month they shall 
take to them every man a lamb" (Ex. xii. 3). 
In that month Jesus was crucified; and John 
tells us the day on which He entered Jerusalem 
" Jesus therefore six days before the passover 
came to Bethany " ; and "on the morrow" -that 
is, five days before the passover-" Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem " (John xii. 1, 12). Now 
the passover feast was on the :fifteenth ; there­
fore-five from fifteen-our Lord arrived in 
Jerusalem on the very day the lamb was to be 
taken, the tenth of Nisan. 

2.-THE LAMB WAS TO BE BOUGHT ON THE DAY 
THAT IT WAS TETHERED, Every householder was 
to "take " a lamb, by purchase, if not already 
possessed (Ex. xii. 3). As soon as the supper at 
Bethany was over, "then Judas went unto the 
chief priests, and said, ' What are you willing to 
give me, and I will deliver Him unto you ? ' " 
(Matt. xxiv. 14). At six o'clock that evening the 
ninth day had already closed: Jes1,s was bought 
on the tenth. He was bought for exactly the 
predicted amount. " They weighed for my hire 
thirty pieces of silver" (Zeoh. xi. 12). And the 
money was ultimately paid to the right persons. 
"The money for the guilt offerings, and the 
money for the sin offerings, was not brought into 
the house of the Lord: it was the priests' " 
(2 Kings xii. 16) : so J udus " brought back the 
thirty pieces of silver, . . and the chief priests 
took [them], and said, It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury" (Matt. xxvii. 3). 

8.-THE LAMB WAS TO BE KEPT TETHERED FOR 
FOUR DAYS WITHIN THE REAOH OF THE PLACE OF 
SLAUGHTER. "Ye shall keep it up until the 
fourteenth day of the same month" (Ex. xii. 6). 
From the tenth to the fourteenth Judas kept 
watch over the bought Lamb, with a view to its 
sacrifice : " they weighed unto him thirty pieces 
of silver. And from that time he sought oppor­
tunity to d,eliver Him unto them." Each day 
(which seems to have included a Sabbath) was 
spent in Jerusalem, and--a Sabbath day's jour­
ney off (Luke xiv. 50; Acts L 12)-each night in 
Bethany, and from the tenth day Jesus was 
marked, at the Bethany supper, for slaughter. 
"She hath anointed My body aforehand for the 
burying" (Mark Jtiv. 8) ;-not for coronation, but 
~or sacrifice. · 

4.-THE LAMB MUST BE Oll' SPECIAL BIRTH, 
OHARACTEB, AND BEHAVIOUR. (1) It must be a 
firstborn (Ex. xiii. 2) ; J·esus could not have been 
the Lamb did we not read,-" she brought forth 
her firstborn son" (Luke ii. 7). (2) It must be 
without any evil-favouredness (Deut. xvii. 1); 
"your lamb shall be without blemish" (Ex. xii. 
5): so Pilate announced, "I find no fault in Him 
at all" (John xviii, 38) ; and Caiaphas, the 
priestly examiner of lambs, pronounced the 
witnesses against Him false.'~ (3) The prophets 
foretold Messiah as standing on His death-day 
as a dumb lamb (Isa. liii. 7) : "and He gave him 
no answer, not even to one word" (Matt. xxvii. l~). 

5.-THE LAMB MUST BE KILLED ON A SPECFIC 
DATE, AND BY THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY OF THE CON­
GREGATION, " They killed "-not ate'-" the 
passover . on the f otJ-rteenth day of the first 
month" (2 Chron. xxxv. 1): "the whole con­
gregation of Israel shall kill it between the two 
evenings" (Ex. xii. 6). The Crucifixion was on 
the fourteenth, for "it was the preparation of 
the passover" (John xix. 14). Between the two 
evenings, says Josephus, was from the sixth 
hour until the ninth hour. "Now· from the 
sixth hour there was darkness over all the land " 
-a more dreadful going down of the sun than 
the world had ever known-" until the ninth 
hour. And about the ninth hour ... Jesus 
yielded up His spirit " (Matt. xvii. 45, 50). To 
the month, to the day, to the hour, God's Lamb 
was slain : " our passover hath been sacrificed, 
even Christ " (l Cor. v. 7). Moreover, the tribes 
of Israel, in typology, stand for the nations in 
.passages where the priests stand for the Church: 
"the whole assembly," therefore, is all man­
kind: so at the Cross stood the Semitic (Shem) 
-the Jew, the Aryan (Japheth)-the Roman, 
and the Cushite (Ham)-the Cyprian, who 
actually carried the cross : all me.nkind, in its 
three inspired divisions, aided and abetted the 
death. So also the Roman centurion, by the 

* Perhaps no deta.il of the Crucifixion is more marvell­
ous than the official declaration of the Atonement by the 
High Priest. " Caiaphas, bEing high priest, that year, 
sa.id, It is expedient for you THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE 

FOB THE PEOPLE, and that the whole nation perish not,, : 
a declaratic-n so astounding, as uttered ere cathear6., and by 
Israel's officieJ head who offered the le.mb on the De.y of 
Atonement, the.t the Holy Spirit e.dds: "Now this he 
said not of himself" (John xi. 50): the Mosaic Priest­
hood, in the throes of its dissolution, gave forth its last 
prophetic utterance, a.nd expired with the Atonement 
upon its lips. 
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hands of German troops then quartered in 
J erusa.lem, and under the orders of the Spaniard 
Pilate, himseII overawed by the vast Jewish 
multitude, crucified Jesus : the supreme civic 
authority of the world-the only Divine ecclesi­
astical authority on earth-Israel gathered 
( according to a census under Nero) to the 
number of three millions/ a.round Jerusalem-. 
rulers, and populace, prie'sts and soldiers, even 
the hardened crimina.ls a.t His side-without a. 
single dissentient voice "the whole assembly of 
the congregation " sacrificed the La.rob. . 

6.-No BONE OF THE LAMB MIGHT BE BROKEN. 
" Neither shall ye break a bone thereof " (Ex. 
xii. 46). * The Sa.ma.ri tans, whose sacrifices to­
day a.re living survivals of Jewish ritual, pierce 
ea.ob lamb by a. wooden spit, with a. cross-bar 
near the extremity ; that is, they transjw; the 
lamb with a cross-they crucify it. Golgotha. is 
said to have been the mound of Precipitation, 
from whence criminals sentenced to stoning 
were hurled ; had our Lord so suffered, He could 
not have been the La.rob. How did God provide 
for this ? Forty yea.rs, says the Talmud, before 
the destruction of the Temple-that is, the year 
before the Crucifixion-the Romans deprived the 
Jews of the power to inflict their ca.pita.I punish­
ment-stoning : therefore our Lord suffered the 
Roman death. "The Jews said unto [Pilate], 
It is not lawful for us to put any man to dee.th : 
that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled . . . 
signifying by what manner of death He should 
die " (John xviii. 31, 32). But the peril of a. 
breaking of a. bone yet remained. For a. Jew 
who was hung the Law commanded burial on 
the same day (Deut. xxi. 23) : breaking of the 
legs, therefore, only ensured death enabling 
burial. But the Spirit that had borne the sins 
of the whole world had already fl.own. "When 
they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead 
already, they break not His legs ... that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall 
not be broken" (John xix. 36).t 

7.-THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB ALONE COULD 
GUARD THE HOUSEHOLD FROM THE ANGEL OF 

• Nor might the lamb be eaten unburnt, or sodden 
with water, but only" roast with fire" (Ex. xii. 9): no 
alleviation was to temper the wrath, or assuage the 
sufferings of Him who cried : " I thirst l " 
· t How meaningless, and even absurd, all this wealth 

of detail-how inconceivable that it should ever come 
from Jehovah-if it were not a. moon reflecting the light 
of a far vaster but unrisen Sun ; one means of the identi­
:fica.tion of God's La.mb when He should appear; a proof 
through all the ages tha.t a slain La.mb was in the heart 
of the Father long before it was in the midst of the 
Throne: "which a.re a shadow of the things to come; 
but the body [which oa.sts these ritual sha.dowsj is 
0HBIST'S " (Col. ii. 17). 

DEATH. Blood on the over-arching lintels-for 
none can mount to heaven save through blood : 
blood on the right post, blood on the left post­
for none can pass into salvation except through 
blood : blood in the be.son on the threshold-{ or 
every saved door was thus stam,ped with the four 
points of the Gross.* The Crucified hangs 
between every saved soul and the Destroying 
Angel. But why does the blood save ? Because, 
where sin enters, dee.th enters: sin and dee.th 
are interlocked in a.n everlasting embrace : in 
every house, therefore, there must be either a 
dead lamb or a dead son. Dea.lib must follow sin 
a.cross every threshold. But where death has 
once entered, it enters no more; the Law of 
God never strikes twice for the same sin : the 
Destroying Angel passes by because the Lamb is 
dead within. " Behold, the Lamb of God, which 
taketh a.way the sin of the world" (John i. 29). 
I a.m not strioken, only because He was : His 
dee.th is my life. " Being now justified by His 
blood, we shall be aa.ved from the wrath of God 
through Him " (Rom. v. 9). Could evidence be 
clearer ? Two murderers in Auckland, to whom 
a. copy of Frank White's "Christ in the Taber­
nacle" had been lent by the prison cha.plain, 
Bishop Hill, after studying it a.11 night together 
with two warders and the head gaoler, met him 
at the dawn of day with the cry: "Jesus is the 
Lamb of God!" and walked later to the scaffold 
saved and penitent souls. 

Scripture does not tea.ch that with the bearing 
of the cross, a.nd the atonement, the meaning of 
the cross is exhausted ; that when we trust to 
its finished work, our only relation to it is that 
of grateful confidence with what we a.re to it. 
No, it tells us that in the most intimate spiritual 
fellowship the cross is to be our life. We are to 
live a.s crucified with Christ : we a.re to walk as 
those who have crucified the flesh, and can con­
quer it in no way but by every hour regarding 
it as crucified. We a.re day by day to bear the 
cross, and to glory in it, because ea.oh moment 
our relation to the world is to be that of men 
who a.re crucified to the world, and know and 
feel the world crucified to us.-Dr. Andrew 
Murray. 

• The word translated '• be.son" in Ex. xii. 22--in 
Egyptian " threshold "-is tra.nslated a.s threshold in 
Judges xix. 27, a.nd 2 Kings xii. 9; so a.lso the Septua.gint 
ha.s, not " the blood that is in the basM," but " the blood 
tbs.~ is by the door." Thus the a.posta.te, re-crossing the 
th-reshhold where the la.mb had been killed, t'l'ampks 
underfoot (Heb. x. 29) the Blood of the Covenant, count­
ing it a.n nnholy thing. "None of you shall go O'U,t of 
the door of his house until the morning" of resurrection 
(Ex. xii. 22). 
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Light on the Prayer Life. 
Gleanings from Letters.* 

Set times of prayer. 
I am not surprised to find that Satan attacks 

you during the time you have set apart for 
prayer. If you find you cannot pray at set 
times then let your whole life be a life of prayer. 
Praying is the articulation of need, and is con­
tinuous, for there is not a moment of the day 
without its peculiar needs, and the way to over­
come is to habituate oneself so as to be in the 
attitude of spirit communion with God moment 
by moment. 

I do not say that the " set time " should be 
forsaken, but if the set times are the only times 
of prayer, then you focus the at'tacks of the 
powers of darkness upon certain distinctive 
hours, and you may be unable to pray at all. 
Prayer is as natural to the regenerate spirit as 
breathing is to the living body ; we do not go 
aside to breathe, but unconsciously perform 
those functions which keep the life in existence. 

Watching unto prayer. 
Continuous watching is in itself a great 

quickening of faith, as it not only brings us into 
real communion and fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit, but enables us to realise that our God is 
a living God, interceding, guiding, and over­
ruling even in the affairs of this much boasted 
Twentieth Century, and that He is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. I would always 
have you remember that when things are dark, 
that neither God, nor the attributes of God, have 
changed in the least, and that though the land­
scape may be darkened by heavy storm-clouds 
it only shows that the sun is hid, but not 
extinguished 

It often happens in service for God that Satan 
agitates the surface of things so as to perplex 
and confuse the child of faith, in order to thwart 
the continuity and the purpose of prayer. 

I pray you to continue to watch and pray, to· 
pray and faint not, for " fainting " is practically 
unconsciousness of God. '. . . 

Prayer as co-operation with God. 
There is a danger of becoming passive and 

relying upon God apart from prayer, that is to 
say; assuming an attitude that God knows all 
things, therefore there is no necessity for me to 
pray, but we are taught to be co-workers with 
Christ, and I know of no way of co-operating 
with Christ apart from prayer, in the power and 
administration of the Holy Spirit. · 

• By Mr. J.C. Willia.ma to" Lord's Wa.tcb" correspcndelits. 

Prayer for healing. 
It is only the Holy Spirit that can give · a 

burden of prevailing prayer, and although in 
response to your requests, I will pray for the 
man you mention, nevertheless prevailing 
prayer can only come from one quickened by 
Divine power into believing faith on his behalf. 
It is also necessary. that the man himself should 
have faith to believe that God can, and will, do 
whatsoever He has promised. I would advise 
that prayer be made, not so much for healting as 
that this man may be so quickened in spiritual 
life that he is enabled to cry out to God for 
deliverance, and then there can be the co-oper­
ation of others in prayer that the Lord may 
touch him and heal him. 

I quite agree with you that it is possible to 
put" healing" before God, that is, to lay more 
importance on the manifestation of faith than 
faith itself, and you will pray against this, if the 
Holy Spirit has thus shown you that it is con­
trary to the will of the l!,ather. 

Continuity in prayer. 
The main thing now is_ to cultivate continuity 

in prayer and communion with God. Pray and 
faint not, that is to say, praty lest you lose con­
sciousness of God working through Divine pro­
vidence, and observable in circumstances. To 
cease to pray is to lapse into unconsciousness of 
God, hence it is that Sa.tan directs his most per-· 
sistent attacks upon prayer, which is the great 
spiritual weapon of the Church. 

I am sorry to note the last paragraph in your 
letter, and am fearful as to whether Satan has 
side-tracked, more or less, the intercessory 
service on behalf of the one named. I find, as 
a result of increasing experience, that continuity 
of prayer for a, single object is one of the most 
difficult tasks upon which to bring to bear the 
strength of the human will. It needs a patience 
Divine · in its source and in its inspirational 
power, in order to pray and faint not. 

Scripture the basis of prayer. 
As a rule I am not very confident about experi­

ences based on isolated texts of Scripture, for I 
have -seen so many of the Lord's own people who 
have been deceived by such methods. ALL 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, for the 
perfect equipment of the man of God, and we 
forget that Satan havbg access to the. min~ c~n 
quote Scripture and then frustrate the promise m 
order to undermine faith in the Word . . . 
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• • Le Vainqueur.'' 
( The French " Overcomer.") 

Mr. H. Johnson, of Paris, who edits Le 
Vainqueur, was present at the Matlock Confer­
ence, and gave a report of the working of the 
truths set forth in our pages, which greatly 
rejoiced those who hea.rd him. The following 
letter was specially sent by his hands to the 
Conference assembled at Matlock.* 

(Translation. of letter from the TreasurH of the French 
"Baptist Conference," read iv Mr. Joh1uon at the 
Matlock Conference.) 

My dea.r Brother, 
P ABIS, May 28th, 19U,. 

I am pleased to give you a.t the moment of your 
leaving for England, a. testimony a.s to the good I and 
ma.ny others with me ha.ve received by the reading of 
"Le Va.inqueur." Ma.y God use this simple testimony 
for the encoura.gement of our English brethren, who ha.ve 
thought to send to us a.lso the messa.ge they ha.ve received 
from our Hea.venly Father, through His serva.nts. 

I read •• Le Va.inqueur " a.t :first, I must confess, without 
seeing a.ll the importa.nce of the tea.ohing it offered me, 
and even a.t this moment I a.m humilla.ted not to have 
profited more from it, and yet wha.t blessing I have 
entered into during the past few months. 

As to the message and the teaching, so precise and so 
pra.otioa.l, a.ddressed to the Church of Christ with raga.rd 
to the formidable activity of the devil a.nd his angels in 
every direction, to oppose the work of God in its entirety, 
I thought I sa.w, as do many others, a double danger. 

First, wa.s it not to be feared tha.t in drawing so much 
a.ttention to the permanent and universal activity of Satan 
and evil spirits, Jesus our Lea.der and the Perfecter of our 
faith should be lost to view? This, too, in opposition to 
the express command to fix our ga.ze upon Him. 

Then a.gs.in, the idea. of a const&nt battle, a. sustained 
effort; a merciless :fight against the adversary, beoa.use 
tha.t God, in some manner, would overcome him and 
ruin his action through our own, li.ppea.red to me of such 
a nature as to blot out even the notion of" Providence." 
Why leave the ground of " rest in Christ," said I, a.a 
many others also sa.y. He is the Conqueror-let us 
abandon ourselves to Grace. 

These two great objections, and other minor ones which 
I need not mention, hindered me from receiving without 
some distrust the ca.11 made to me by "Le Va.inqueur." 

Now, one day I was ta.lking over these ma.tters with one 
of my relatives, an evangelist, who repeated to me these 
ea.me objections, without my ha.ving in any way confided 
to him my own thoughts, and I wa.s led by the remem- . 
bra.nee of good received through " Le V a.inqueur " to take 

•In-view of the outbree.k of the We.r, which ha.a since ta.ken 
pla.ce, we a.re tha.nkful to know that God hu in .Fra,nce some 
who understand aggressive resistance to the spiritual foe. It 
is signiftca.nt that Germany is the only country (with Austria­
Hungary) where these n-ulihs have not-as far as is knowu­
peneflrated.-E4. 

the position, by loyalty, of replying to these objections. 
The Spirit of God helped me rema.rka.bly-so rema.rk­
ably tha.t I wa.s from henceforth convinced beyond recall 
tha.t our objections belonged to the iuwersary, and marked 
very clearly his fea.r to be denounced and unma.sked 
publicly before the ohildre_n of God. 

Not that I believe (and the Editors of the paper do not 
flatter themselves, I a.m sure), tha.t the truth a.bout Sa.tan 
has not been procla.imed in the pa.st. It is spoken (and I 
recognise this more clea.rly every da.y) and told to us by 
God Himself in His Holy Word. Yet even as so mnch 
truth brought back into olea.r light for the Church after 
a time of heavy darkness and ignore.nee, this teaching 
with reference to the working of Sa.ta.n and the deolara.tion 
of wa.r upon him, ha.s never been so strongly brought to 
light, I believe, sinoe the ea.rly de.ye of the Church, as it 
has been through the ministry of Evan Roberts, and the 
Lord's workers in oo-opera.tion with him. 

Now, what shall I sa.y a.s to the truth relative to the 
return of the Lord Jesus, which completes so wonderfully 
the message of the wa.rfare, and is so well placed in 
coming a.fter the former. 

As I must needs be brief, I would say simply, that 
many membe~s of our Church, a.nd myself, have been led 
to a conception much more clea.r of our ca.lling in Christ. 

Seeing ourselves exposed, we a.re a.rmed. We were in 
the brunt of battle, dreaming that we were living in a 
time of rest I How unequa.l was the struggle between the 
enemy a.nd ourselvos I But we ha.ve entered the lists ; 
we now wa.r a. warfare day by da.y, and the blessing has · 
come, a.s yet, it may be, as the border of the cloud or the 
:first waves of the sea, but sinners ha.ve been converted, 
and the children of God in the midst of us ha.ve laid 
their all upon the a.ltar. 

There a.re others who would have been better qua.lified 
tha.n I to offer this testimony because of the blessing 
received, but they ha.ve elected me to be the messenger 
on their beha.lf, and I do thiii gladly, and offer to God our 
grateful thanksgiving for the truth and teaching found 
in" Le V a.inqueur," and the blessed results to us. Thanks 
a.lso to the friends who ha.ve been the means of these 
blessings to us. 

Believe me, dear Brother, 

Yours affectionately in Jesus Christ, our Hope, 

GmoBGms GtJYoT. 

(The letter is tramlated from the French.) . 
NoTm: Mr. Johnson is still in Fra.noe, while his wife 

is in England, with his two daughters. Mr. Johnson ha.s 
now offered, and been accepted, for British Red Cross 
work at the front, as other work is temporarily a.t a. 
standstill in France. He will resume Le Vainqueur work 
at the earliest opportunity. Financial needs will con­
tinue as _ before. Much prayer is needed for him, and 
all the children of God in France, at this time, tha.t the 
Advent Hope may shine brightly as •• a. light in a dark 
place .. in this time of national su1fering.-11Jd. 
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To the Loras Praying Ones. 
Will the Lord's prayer-warriora faithfully and per­

sistently " pray through " all the following requests and 
aubjects for prayer. 

For the Church of C:hrlst. 
That the Age that is passing ma.y quickly close, and 

the church and the world know in truth the • • powers of 
the Age to come." 

That believers may be keft from an evil "national'' 
spirit in the hour of na.tiona peril in many nations; and 
be given the cosmopolitan spirit of the Millennial Age, 
when all nations will know the Christ as King over 
all the earth. 

That the "Word of Prophecy" may become to all 
believers a " light shining in a dark place " at the present 
time, so that they sorrow not as those who have no hope. 

That all who are suffering may be given the true 
comfort of God. 

That God will specially lay upon His stewards the 
financial need of all Mission Work at this time, and that 
His children may be given true sympathy. 

Prayer for the following Oonventlon: 
Asansol, India-Oct. 1-4. 

The School of Pra-,er and The Lord's Watch. 
All correapoadence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams, 

c/o O11arcemer Office, Toller Road. L~icester. 

" War on the Saints" Fund for Workers. 
The appended teswmony, received frcrm a local :preacher, 

shows the delivering power of Christ's victory at Calvary 
through truth obtained in reading the book" War on the 
Saints." 

As the result of my study I have reaJised a fuller value 
in my experience, of· the work of Oa.lvary as the place 
where Satan, with all his hosts, was defeated, so that I 
dea.l with him as a vanquished foe, and "in prayer I a.m 
led to plead the power of the OaJvary viotory .... 

With regard to my experience in this war let me relate 
to you a terrible, and real conflict, that I have had at 
different periods, and under different oil:oumstanoes, that 
I could not understand, until it was defined to me in the 
light of the truths set forth in your book. • • • The fa.ct 
of the existence of evil spirits I he.ve a.lwa.ys acknow­
ledged, but I never rea.lised that they were the direct cause 
of so much terror of mind, a.nd of the anguish of spirit 
through which I have passed; but now I see it all clearly, 
and thank God I know the source of power to overcome, 
and the unfailing remedy, namely, the power of the 
Name of Jesus on the ground of the Calvary victory. 
Probably there a.re thousands of believers who have had 
the same experienoe, but have never liisclosed the fa.ct 
even to their nee.rest friends, from fea.r of ridicule or of 
being· oonsidered to be bordering on insanity. . . • 

I am absolutely sure now tha.t in my case I was suffer­
ing from a persi11tent a.tta.ok of evil spirits. As a local 
preacher I ha.ve gone to various villages to prea.oh, which 
ha.s occasioned a. journey of some miles. When going 
a.lone I have frequently been • • held up '' by evil spirits, 
being overcome with a dread, and fear, and terror of 
mind. I ha.vs been detained in one plaoe for a. oonsider-

able time, one occasion ca.using me to absent myself 
from the morning service. When I arrived at the place 
of appointment I had to excuse myself on the ground 
that I had takeu ill on the road, but as I recovered I was 
able to take the evening servioe, and the Lord enabled 
me to preaoh the Word with much acceptance. At such 
times it seemed as if I was in the presence of an: unseen 
foe t4at was dogging my steps, I could not go on, nor 
did I dare tum back, but to overcome, what I wanted to 
persuade myself, was a la.ck of moral courage, I have 
ta.ken to my heels and ra.n until I have been almost 
exhausted. Apa.rt from a faint conception that there 
must be a. supernatural ca.use for such an experience, it. 
was all a mystery, and tl}.is increased my anxiety. One 
time I would reproach myself for a la.ok .of moral courage, 
but in the heat of the oonfilot I would a.sk the Lord the 
why and, wherefore, a.nd where would it end? There 
were absolutely no physical or psychologica.l reasons for 
such an experience. My mind was clear, and I was as 
able, mentally, to conduct the services after the conflict 
as if it had never happened. I conclude, therefore, that 
the attack was upon my spirit. As the result of these 
frequent attacks I would not go a.lone. . . • 

The nature ot this conflict with the supernatural was 
as real and more terrible than a.ny physical oonfl.ict would 
be. However, possessing the knowledge through the 
teaching of your book, of the real cause of my trouble, 
and knowing by experience the power there is in the 
Na.me of Jesus, and exercising faith in the power of the 
Oa.lva.ry victory, I am enjoying greater liberty of spirit, 
and that dread upon my mind has left me, thank God I 
The knowledge of the cause of an evil is ha.If the battle 
towards remedying that evil ; a knowledge of disoerning 
the workings of evil spirits, and knowing the methods of 
the devil, is a. sure road to victory. As a matter of per-' 
sonal experience, I do know there is a power in the 
Name of Jesus to overoome Sa.tan and his hosts; that in 
appea..ing to that Name, as believers in a Risen and all­
victorious Lord, being identified with Him, our Repre­
sentative Head of a redeemed race, we share with Him 
the triumphs of the Calvary victory, the ultimate issue 
being our glorified state when we shall reign with Him. 

A Local Preacher. 

Donations to the Special F uncl. and Eurther applications for a 
copy of the book by workers eligible for a grant, may be addresseo 
to Secretary, c/o "Overcomer" Office. Toller Road, Leicester. 

Notes on Books of Value. 
Pastor Fuller Gooch writes that the name and address given In a. 

previous issue of the Ovarcom•r, for obtaining bis pamphlet " The 
Two Translations," was the name of the prinm only. The pamphlet 
can be obtained on applicstlori. 'to " The Hall Keeper," Lansdowne 
Hall, West Norwood, London, S.E., at 2d. each, or I/6 per I:Z-

post free. -~·•" . . 
We have been sent a 'little Booklet of Poems entitled "Sunrise· 

Songs for Saints" (I/6), and a charming wee book of dally read!Dgs 
for Children called" Sunlit Pastures" for "the Lambs of the Good 
Shepherd " (1/2). Both are full of the living power of personal 
experience of all that is written. We commend both little volumes. 
to our readers for gift purposes (obtainable from King and Jarrett 
67 Holland Street, Southwaxk Street, Blackfrlars, Londo11, S E,). 
... No ORl>KRS FOR AMY OF TBKSK BOOKS TO " OVBRC0HB: 

O1'1'1CK, 



!&,_,.._ I l. ; 7 - / ?-. 

11:7-12 .. 

THE OVERCOMER. 
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(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.) . 
No. 7ll. DECEMBER, 191'. No. lll. Vol. VL 

The Finished Testimony. 
" The great dragon was cast down •• , And they over­

came him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because 
of the WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY ; and they loved not 
their life even unto death .••. " Re11. xii. 7-12, R. V.m. 

" And when they shall have :finished their TE!!TIMONY 
. • • they heard a great voioe from heaven saying nnto 
them: Come np hither."-Rev. xi. 7-12, B.v. 

IT ma.y come a.s somewhat of a. shook to my 
rea.ders when I a.nnounoe tha.t with this 
December number the issue of the " Over­

comer " oea.ses in its present form, being the 
completion of a. definite TESTIMONY given to the 
Colla.bore.tors of the book " War on the Ba.in ts," 
to fulfil to the Church of God. 

The pa,per-of which the colla.bora.tors a.re 
joint proprietors-did not ha.ve a.n " ordinary " 
beginning, it ha.snot ha.d a.n "ordinary" oa.reer, 
a.nd it is not having a.n " ordinary " ending, for 
it is not " e,rdina.ry " to close a. ma.ga.zine when it 
ha.s a.n established circulation, a.nd is fina,ncia,lly 
susta,ined by its readers. 

W.hen the pa.per was commenced six yea.rs a.go 
in J a.nuary, 1909, by very clear command of the 
Spirit of God, everything was humanly a.ga.inst 
it. No " ordinary" steps were ta.ken to a.nnounce 
its advent, for no publisher would ha.ve ta.ken 
the risk of its issue,* a.nd its ca.rear ha.s been 
through stormy sea.a, a.s month by month its 
messa.ge was fought out in indescribable opposi­
tion from the Ba.ta.nio spirits of-the a.ir, who also 
a.roused a.ga.inst it unreasoning a.nd a.bnorma.l 
prejudice from carnal Ohristia.ns, a.nd Christians 
who did not understa.nd the experiences, nor the 
conditions oa.lling forth its testimony. 

On the other ha.nd, in fa.ca of this intense 
prejudice a.nd resistance, a.t the ha.ck of the 
pa.per wa.s a. PBAYEB MINISTRY which not only 
forged out the truth it carried, but pressed for­
wa.rd the message in print, until it penetrated in 
an extra.ordinary wa.y to some of the remotest 
places on the .inhabited earth, reaching isolated 
believers in la.nd a.fter la.nd, to whom it ca.me a.s a. 
message directly sent of God, lifting up the 
orushed, a.nd, in some ca.sea, a.lmost wreoked 
workers, on the eve of being driven off the ba.ttle­
field. Therefore, a.s we look ba.ok upon its 
stormy history, we olea.rly see that nothing but 

• In fa.ct, when the simple h&Ddbill a.nnounolng its a.dvent 
. a.ppea.red, a. Publisher of repute wrote as a. persona.I friend to 

&he Edl'°r, in d3ep oonoern, a.ntiolpa.ting no\hlng but fa.Uure for 
She paper from a. flna.noia.l &Dd oiroula.tory sta.ndpoiat. 

the Ha.nd of God oa.rrying through a. definite 
purpose ordained by Him, could h~ve ~pheld and 
steered the pa.per through the ma.mta.med oppo­
sition of the hosts of hell; a.nd only the Holy 
Spirit of God could have guided it to the Rorely 
tried children of God scattered a.11 over the world, 
and used it to minister to deep need unknown 
to all but Him. . 

With such a. record of Divine guide.nee a.nd 
upholding in the oa.rrying out of a. Divinely given 
ministry, it could be expected, that the pa.per 
would have no ordina.ry ending. He 'Y~o 
gives a. ministry must make known when 1t 1s 
completed. Then to continue to issue the 
magazine when He indicates its olosure, would 
be to work outside the known will of God. 

The danger of going on beyon~ ~he mea.s_ure 
of the Spirit in a given pieoe of sp~tua.1 service, 
bees.use it has beoome prosperous, 1s a. res.I one 
to those who seek to co-work with the Spirit of 
God. It is so easy to be influenced by the visible 
results before men, and to fa.ii in oo-working with 
God in the carrying out of His purposes to the end. 

The knowledge of this danger has been of 
great value in gua.r,ding .t~e OverCO'me!' from 
being diverted from its mm1stry. Aga.i~, and 
a.gain, it oould have become m".olved m the 
network of twentieth oentury ma.ohinery. Offers. 
of large sums of mon~y as " ca.pita.I:• _to develop 
it as a. journal meetmg a. deep BJ?mtua.l n~e~, 
ha.ve been ma.de by some who saw its potent1a.Ii­
ties · while other workers of repute have 
oft'er~d to orga.nise pra.yer-oiroles in oonneotion 
with it. But from these, as well a.s from many 
other propositions; we ha.ve, by the ~a.o~ of God, 
turned a.wa.y. We had no oomm1ssion from 
God. to found, or to conduot a. Me.ga.zine 
developed and w?rked on o~~na.ry ~ine~, or to 
build up an orga.msed " work, or to institute a. 
" school of tea.ohing," but only to minister the 
truth of God to the spiritual people of God, and 
to remain simply witnesses to the end. We ha.ve 
therefore held ourselves free to olose the pa.per 
directly the Holy Spirit ma.de known that it h9?­
fulfi.lled its ministry. So long as God needed it 
He would give gra.oe to ma.inta.in its 'l'.estimony 
until its course was finished, and then 1t was for 
His servants to hand it be.ck to Him. 

It has been ea.id tha.t the Overcomer ha.d no 
ordinary beginning. Neither has it been an 
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"ordinary" pa.per in the preps.ration of ma.tter 
for its pages. It has not contained "menta.l" 
matter, i.e., ma.tter which is merely the pro­
duct of the mind, even a, spiritual mind, I It 
ha.s been filled with truth gained by fresh a.nd 
living experience 0£ the written Word of God, 
a.nd truth of this kind cannot be given over a.nd 
over a.gain. It comes as boiling lava from the 
spirit, a.nd when it is poured out it passes a.way, 
not easily repeated by those who give it. 
This explains the advancement in the ministra­
tion of truth, and the progress in Testimony of the 
Ov~comer yea.r by yea.r, from the more elemen­
tary themes dea.lt with in the first yea.rs' issues. 
So to speak, it picked up its readers in 1909, 
drawing out, as with a magnet, from the miast 
of others, those who knew in any degree the two­
fold message of the Cross, as taught in Romans 
vi., a.nd then led them on, line upon line, precept 
upon precept, through the earlier stages of the 
Baptism of the Spirit, the experimenta.1 pa.thwa.y 
of death with Ghrist, the life joined in spirit with 
Ghrist in God, and the war in the hea.venlies, 
depicted in Ephesians vi. The culmination was 
reached in 1913 in the Tra.nsla.tion messa.ge, 
which in 1914 ha.s been amplified more in deta.il 
concerning experimenta.l prepa.ra.tion for the 
imminent Ooming of the Lord. 

· Since the pa.per ha.a been a, Testimony co_m­
mitted to certs.in members of the Body of Obrist, 
to declare to other members of lihe Body, for the 
specific lea.ding of them on in the deep things of 
God in prepa.ra.tion for t_heir reigning with 
Obrist, we clearly see tha.t this work of the pa.per 
ha.s reached completion, for even though the Lord 
tarry a, brief while, in the rea.lm of teaching we 
ca.nnot (1) go ha.ck a.nd give the elementary truths 
of earlier issues ; (2) the further opening out of 
wa.rfa.re truth tha.t ma.y be possible is better done 
in permanent book form, uncircumscribed by the 
limited spa.ce of a. ma.ga.zine; a.nd, (3) a.ll tha.t is 
necessa.ry to be said a.bout experimenta.l pre­
pa.ra.tion for Tra.nsla.tion, ha.s now been given, 
short of going on into prophetical teachi~-a. 
line of ministry to fulfil which we ha.ve neither 
equipment nor commission. 

In the pressing on from faith to fa.ith in the 
opening up of truth during the six yea.rs' issue 
of the pa.per, a sma.ll proportion of rea.ders fell 
a.wa.y ea.ch year. Some beca.use. they had not the 
initial foundation of Romans vi., and therefore 
could not understa.nd the language belonging to 
the experience beyond it ; others because they did 
not ree.lise that the · truths given could only be 
grasped in meditation and prayer ; others a.ga.in 
beca.use truths of experience opened out ran 
against preconceived ideas or prejudices,-and they 
would not give time to enquire at the Throne of 
Grace whether these things were so. 

But in the place of these who fell a.way as 
readers, as the pa.per steadily held to its ministry 
-commissioned of God to bear witness to truth 
and lea.ve the results to Him-la.rge numbers of 
new readers took their place, and we rejoice 
to know that there is n9w a very large body of 
believers throughout the Church who have grown 
in spiritua.l sta.ture with the monthly issue of the 
pa.per. These were among the most spiritua.l of 
the Ohurch six yea.rs a.go, and they were -then 
a.ble to recognise the truths set forth a,s of God. 
They have given time to la.y hold of them in 
meditation and. pra.yer a.nd proving ; they ha.ve 
gone from strength to strength, and fa.ith to faith, 
and now with us they look for the .Lord from 
hea.ven, ma.ny by His gra.ce able to look be.ck 
upon their warfare and say "I have fought a 
good fight, I have kept the faith .... " · 

The question however may occur to· some, 
"But in the closure of the pa.per at this juncture 
are not these rea.ders being left without the sup­
port and stimulus of its messages in a. time of 
great need ? " . 

To this I reply: Those who have truly assimi­
la.ted the truths given in our pages a.re the very 
ones who by this time do not need the pa.per. 
All that has been written and testified to has in 
large measure been wrought into them. They 
need now no outward "help," or ·"prop." What 
they have proved is now their own,. and 
however fiery the trial, or overwhelming the 
deep waves and billows of the present hour, 
wha.t is of God in these souls will grow stronger 
and more dominant. Their "life is hid with 
Obrist in God." Their treasure is in heaven. 
Their anchor is within the veil. Obrist is All in 
All. More than "tea.ching," more than" truth" 
HE ALONE IS ENOUGH, and any unconscious 
relia.nce on the fellowship ministered through 
the pages of the little pa.per-which has become 
to many their Llost precious treasure next to the 
Bible-will by its cessa.tion pass a.way, so that 
they may now rely entirely and only upon H:m. 

"But what a.bout those who have not fully 
grasped all the truths set forth in the pa.st ? " 
These have bound volumes* of the pa.per to go 
back to! If they have not gra.sped what they 
have read, they can now give time to meditation 
e.nd prayer over the pa.ges of the pa.st. It is 
probable that many of our readers have not 
realised the sacrificial service that lay behind 
the ministry of the paper. They me.y have 
rea.d it month by month superficially, as a.n 
"ordinary" magazine-and-missed its vital 
'f'WT'port. They looked for mental enrichment, 
failing to apprehend tha.t what they read belonged 

• If a.ny of these readers ha.ve failed to keep their full number 
of issues for reference, or ha.Te pa.rted with odd numbers, they 
ma.y be a.bie to obta.in the missing ones, if they wrUe without 
dela.y to the office. S'ee page ii. of cover. · 
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to that sphere of knowledge which could be only 
"11piritually discerned," and so they threw aside 
what their minds could not easily grasp. They 
forgot that heaven's treasures are to be sought 
for as gold, and are not to be gained lightly; 
Such of our readers as belong to this class will 
not lose by the· closure of the paper, if it leads 
them to go back to the issues of the past, and 
give themselves to lay bold of the truths they 
contain before it is too late. · · 

Still another · question may arise : " Ii the 
paper is meeting a. need, could not others carry 
it on? " This point has not been overlooked, as 
month after month of the past year, the deepen­
ing conviction grew in intensity that its work 
was done, and every aspect of the closure laid 
before God in prayer. _ The work of editing the 
paper, and of all who have contributed matter to 
its pages, has been done " without money and 
without price," as labour given freely to the 
Church of God. Even thus it bas been able to 
pay its way only by subsidy* from those who 
valued its ministry. It could not therefore be 
sent out on ordinary business lines without an 
entire change of procedure, which would pro­
bably involve an entire change of message. 
Moreover, those who might be able to continue 
its special message are also looking for the 
Lord from heaven and would not feel it the 
time. to ta.ke up the responsibilities of . such a 
sel'VlCe. · 

From every view-point, therefore, the will of 
God is confirmed in its closure. The Overcomer 
has been a. definite Testim6ny · committed to 
definite witnesses, and when that Testimony is 
completed, the paper ends. We have given of 
our best without stint to the Church of Christ, 
having sought to declare without shrinking the 
whole counsel of God so far as it wa.s committed 
to us, a.nd we now awa.it with our fellow believers 
the _verdict of the Judgment Seat. · 

There are also other circumstantial aspects 
confirmi:ng the leading of the -Spirit; for it is a safe 
rule in arriving at any momentous decision as to a 
certain course being in the will of Goa, to bear 
in mind three fundamental principles of guidance 
which must be in accord when the proposed step 
is of God, viz., (1) The witness in the spirit; 
(2) The teaching of Scripture ;t and (8) The 
working of · Goa in PT(Yl)idencs, bringing about 
circumstances which correspond with the leading 

* It ha.s been understood tha.t our inability to accept adver­
tisements of the ordinary class, upon which the income of every 
Ma.ga.zine depends, ha.s ma.de it impossible for even the ordinary 
expenses of issue to be met wilibout assistance, but through the 
God-given help of those who ha.ve va.lued the pa.per, we have 
been enabled ea.ob year to_ close the accounts without deftcit. 
We a.re confident $hat by the Lord's continued supply we eha.11 
be enabled to meet &ll obliga.tione in the final closure. 

t i ii., the step to be taken must be in ba.rmony with the prin-
ciples of the Word of God. · · 

of the Holy Spirit in the spirit of the believer.* 
When the Spirit of God indicated that the 

Testimony of the OveTcome'I' was drawing to a 
close, having regard to the continual evidence to 
the value of its ministry-and fearing lest the 
release from the heavy burden of its issue, would 
be an " accepting deliverance " at the cost of loss 
to the Church of God-unmistakeable confirma­
tion of God's will bas been sought for with 
patience and prayer. This has come mainly 
around the " business " side of the publication 
of the paper. 

Readers generally may not know that the 
OveTcomeT has been published for five years from 
an office opened in my private residence. When 
the little paper was launched in 1909 no such 
arrangement was anticipated, any more than the 
rapid growth of the magazine into a world-wide 
circulation. But when the arrangements me.de 
for the first year's issue proved unworkable, as a 
small Book Room already existed, in the charge 
of a Secretary who had assisted me in ;Literature 
issue for twenty yea.rs, the work was transferred 
to the Book Room, little rea.lising all that would 
be involved in the sending forth of such a paper. 
As the work grew, enquiries were· made among 
business agencies as to the practicability of 
release from the business burden, but there bad 
come a.bout a personal correspondence with the 
readers, which made it impossible to transfer it 
to other hands without injury to the paper, 
and the removal from the Editor of much 
valuable insight into the spiritual needs of the 
readers. 

As the years went by capable and devoted 
helpers were sent of God to give assistance in 
the " office," a.nd the small staff grew in efficiency 
within the limits of its power. But-and herein 
lies the crux of the circumstantial aspect of the 
leading of God in the closure of the paper-no 
staff of workers, however devoted and capable, 
could lift the burden of the responsibility, and 
business machinery which bas been fast growing 
around the Editor, and which could only now be 
continued by entire devotion to its demands and 
a. cutting off of all other spvritual service to the 
Lord's people. 

With deep gratitude to God for His sustaining 
grace in carrying through a service for the Church 
of God which has taxed the enduring power of 

• Oft times the third is the after-working out of the attitudes 
ta.ken by the child of God when the knowledge in the spiril is 
ftrst ma.de known. The Spirit lea.ding ma.y &t ftrst a.ppea.r to 
ha.ve no corresponding witness in theclrcumsta.nces,a.nd eome­
times ma.y be directly opposed to them. Then the believer 
must take the neoessa.ry attitudes, BllCh a.a, the placing of bis 
-will on the side of the will of God ma.de kno"WD in the fl)irit, 
and, maintaining this attitude, waif. bejO'l'B taking action­
unless the witness in the spirit Is sufficiently olea.r to a.ct upon 
without waiting for exterior conftrma.tion-until the -working of 
God in Providence conftrms the witness in the spirit Biven 
months, or even years, before. 
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spirit, soul, a.nd body to the utmost limit, I 
therefore recognise tha.t the time of release from 
the business burden of the publication of the 
Overcomer has come. The Overcomer Office, 
a.a a.n office, cea.ses to exist with the issue 
of the December number of the paper. The 
business machinery of the issue of a, monthly 
magazine, which has been faithfully done a.a 
unto the Lord, is a.t a.n end. To a.11 who ha.ve 
so loyally a.nd devotedly worked in the back­
ground, and to our Foreign and British Centre 
J?istributors e:verywhere, a.nd others who have 
truly " laboured " with us in the Gospel, we 
acknowledge our deep obligation, with the a.ssur­
a.nce tha.t He Who ha.a watched their la.hours for 
the sa.ints, will give them His " Well done I " 

Something must a,lso be sa.id a.bout the 
future in relation to various departments 
a.ssooia.ted with the Overcomer-a. future which 
ce.rries two meanings, i.e , (1) the "little while" 
of a future which rems.ins whilst the Lord ta.rries; 
(2) the future which immediately follows the 
Translation, and lies between the invisible and 
public aspect of the Lord's Return. 
lJ;" In closing the Overcomer, a.a we recollect the 
very large number of letters from our readers 
giving thanks to God for His blessing through 
our pages, even to the present hour, we 
a.re not unmindful of the responsibility of the 
stewardship of truth given to us of God. 
In a.nother article* I have set forth the wa.y in 
which it seems the Spirit of God would have the 
fruit of the work of the Overcomer gathered up, 
for a continued ministration of the truths sent 
out in its pages. The PERMANENT LITERATURE 
which exists as the magazine itself closes, is still· 
needed by the children of God in the conflict of 
the present time, a.nd we believe will be still 
more needed by others a.fter the departure of the 
watching believers. The is,me of this Literature 
.through the little Book Room, which was in 
existence before the advent of the Overcomer, 
carries with it none of the burden of machinery 
surrounding the issue of a. monthly pa.per. The 
" office " therefore ceases, but the Book Room 
rems.ins. 

One practical result of the closure of the pa.per 
which we regret, will be the absence of a. 
channel of communication with our readers 
month by month, but we ca.n still res.ch the 
greater number if occasion requires, for over one­
third ha. ve their names and addresses registered in 
the Subscribers' Book, whilst more than another 
third ot the readers a.re registered in the lists 
of our British a.nd Foreign Centres, leaving a, 
compa.ra.1ilvely small proportion obtaining the 
pa.per through our London agents, and therefore 
unknown to us. The largest proportion of our 

• See " The Overcomer Literature Trust Fund," page 209. 

readers. therefore ca.n be reached by circular 
poet,* in the event of (1) a.ny special issue of an 
ocoa.siona.l pa.per, which the Spirit of God may 
lay upon us ; (2) the announcement o~ any new 
book or message in print, from a, large number 
of yet unpublished MSS ; or (8) the resuscitation 
at a.ny time of the Overcomer in another a.nd less 
burdensome form. t 

The "LORD'S W AT0B " which has been so 
signally used of God in the ha.nds of Mr. J. C. 
Willia.ms, wb,o initiated it in 1910, now reverts 
to the separate control of the Founder, who will 
continue his ministry to a.ny of our readers who 
write to him, addressing letters as before. 

" LE VAINQUEUR "-the French Overcomer­
edited ·by Mr. H. Johnson, ha.a been passing 
through great tria.l on account of the European 
Wa.r. Le Vainqueur ha.a been issued in depend­
ence on the gifts of the Lord's stewards, and 
whilst Mr. Johnson continues to send it forth, -
we commend him a.nd his ministry to the con­
tinued sympathy of our readers; especially the 
burden on his hea.rt concerning the French 
tra.nsla.tion of "Wa.r on the Sa.ints," referred to 
in a recent letter.t 

And now what sha.11 be ea.id to our readers in 
every pa.rt of the world; the Missionaries in dark, 
da.rk places of the ea.rth, the Christian workers 
labouring to ma.inta.in a, faithful Testimony 
a.ga.inst the a.posta.cy of the professing church 
from the pure Gospel; the oppressed a.nd·crushed 
ones crying out " How long, 0 Lord, how long" 
as they a.re conscious of the deepening darkness, 
a.nd demon-atmosphere of the world ? 

Lift up your hea.ds, beloved in Christ, " when 
ye see these things, know tha.t your redemption 
draweth nigh." The visits of our little monthly 
messenger may cea.se, but the Christ a.bides. 
Know tha.t HE is nigh, even a.t the doors. Let 
joyous expectation fill your hea.rts. Finish your 
work I See tha.t a.11 is ready for departure. Set 
a.ll your affections a.nd hopes in hea.ven where 
Christ is. Soon, soon we aha.II ascend, a.nd we 
shall see Him fa.ce to face, a.nd tell the story 
" Ba.ved by Grace." Earnestly expecting to 
meet ea.ch one of you in His Presence-

Commending you to Him, 
JESSIE PENN-LEWIS. 

• Those who a.re unknown to us, and desire to be kept in 
touch, should occasion a.rise, may have their names and 
addresses registered, If sent to the Ma.nager of the Book Room, 
on a post ca.rd at any time. 

t These possible lines of action a.re mentioned only because 
this is the last opportunity for :reaching our readers as a whole. 
The third poseible counte necessitates ou:r reta.µiing the title 
of the ONercomer as registered at Stationers' Ball. The d, epen• 
ing indica.tiona in the world of the soon Coming Lord for Bis 
Church, makes it more tha.n probable that none of these pro­
cedures will be possible. 

t See names of Secretaries for England on page ii, of cover. 
Bee:atso 14:r. Johnson's letter on page 9.00. 
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Current :J\l,otes. 
Since the article on "A Finished Testimony" was written, 

the unfolding of the drama of God's fulfilment of prophecy 
has rapidly advanced, and God's people are watching 
with reverence and godly awe the testimony to the sure 
word of prophecy, being given to the world. In three 
short months the awful European War has reached tJ:ie 
point of involving TURKEY-this means the long foretol~ 
'' drying up" of the mystical" Euphrates" (cf. Rev. 
xvi. 12-16)-the conflict is reaching Palestine-the actual 
place where the Armageddon will reach its climax and 
find its end. • • • 

It is written "Ye brethren. are not in darkness that that 
day should overtake you as a thief." If we walk with 
God He will surely guide us so that we are pi,epared for 
all that He knows is coming to pass. If the unfolding of 
the drama of the Closure of the Age goes on as rapidly 
in the immediate future as hitherto, we might find that 
the extension of the war-zone would hinder the sending 
out of the Overcomer. Even now our readers in Russia, 
Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and France are not 
easily reached. Germany and Austria are closed. Now 
Egypt and Turkey are affected. With the spreading of 
the war-cloud, it may soon be that every country is 
isolated so far as heavy post-bags are concerned. 
Believers will have to stand alone with God in every land. 
Each one separated from all outward helps, but READY 
and watching for the sound of the Trumpet when we 
shall all gather together unto Him. We think that our 
readers may yet find the closure of the Overcomsr TO BE 
AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE ADVENT MESSAGE OF OCTOBER, 
1913. We shall not be "overtaken" in the midst of 
unfinished work, but READY for all the developments 
of these momentous days-forewarned .9f God.• 

* * * The ADVENT MESSAGE sent out in October, 1913, has 
had wide circulation in leaflet form, and has been trans­
lated into several languages. The gift fund stock is 
11.ow exhausted, but fresh supplies from a large new 
edition can still be had at the nominal price at which it 
was issued. Since the Lord's soon Coming has been 
heralded in the Ovsrcomsr-not as truth received from 
the reading of prophecy literature, but as made known to 
the spirit by the teaching and leading of the Holy Ghost 
(cf. John xvi. 13), we have received many letters from 
. correspondents anxious to press upon us what they 
believe to be the true" interpretation of prophecy." It 
is grievous that the subject of prophecy cunot 
be dealt with without the jarring mixture of con­
troversy, instead of simple statement of truth as the 
writer apprehends it, leaving the Spirit of God to com­
mend it to those able to discern. The Overcomer has 
from its inception sought only to testify to truth as made 
known in the spirit, in accord with the Spirit of Truth in 
the written word. In harmony with this, the Spirit-given 
knowledge of the Lord's near Return was made known, 
and at once borne witness to. It is enough truth for 
spiritual believers to lay bold of, and MAKE READY, All 
prophetical literature should be read with open mind at 

• When Mr. Panton knew of the forthcoming closure of the Over­
com<Y, he wrote, " How portentous-this going out of light after 
light .••• " · 

this time, and with prayer that the spfrit of watching for 
the Coming Lord be not dulled through the mind being 
occupied with the events connected with His Return. 
Above all let ns guard the spirit of UNITY with all members 
of His Body in view of His Coming. 

• .. • 
We felt free to print the letters from our correspon­

dents given in the October-November issue, referring to 
the Feast of Tabernacles, and the possibility of our 
Lord's Return at that time, but we do not ·see that His 
not having come means we must " wait another year." To 
hold this attitude seems out of harmony with the watch­
ing, lest He should come at any moment (see L.uke xii. 
35, 36). Satan will use every excuse to rob us of present 
faith for Translation. Let us keep to the vital command 
to watch: undisturbed by varying thoughts around us. .. . . 

We regret we were not able to give some notice in the 
Oct.-Nov. issue of the Overcom,r of its possible closure at 
the end of the year, but the sense of responsibility placed 
upon us in the stewardship of truth stood in the way of 
decision, whilst for months the spiritual side was clear. 
But directly the decision to obey God and leave the 
outcome to Him, was taken, light for the founding of the 
OVJtRCOMER LITERATURE TRUST FUND-outlined on page 
203-was quickly given, and increasing light on every 
aspect as the path of obedience was followed. We 
regret, too, delay in the time of the publication of this 
number, but it has been unavoidable. 

• • • 
As we go to Press there are fresh indications that we 

are being guided into wise foresight on the practical side 
of the issue of the Overcomer, in view of the troublous days 
we are in. In ignorance of the "closure " decision, four 
of our Centre Distributors-two with the largest distri­
bution list-write that they cannot continue their work 
on account of the World-War. Some Subscribers abroad 
are also unable to continue their subscriptions. We are 
impressed more and more that God who foresees and 
knows all that lies ahead is truly guiding us, and we sug­
gest -to those of our readers who will personally feel the 

. loss of the paper keenly, that they look upon its · closure • 
as significant from the Advent viewpoint, and, rising into 
the plane of the Spirit, remember that, united to Obrist 
as Head, there is an indivisible union in spirit of all who 
move on together into the same plane of the Spirit life . 
The Overcom,r outward link may cease, but we are one in 
our Risen Lord, Let our readers hold fast to that £act 
in faith and prayer until we meet in the Master's presence 
face to face, 

~ Special attention is called to the OFFICE Nons 
on page ii. of the cover of this issue, in which will be 
seen our endeavours to adjust the practical results of 
the closure of the paper, to the various classes among our 
readers. This closing number of the Ovncomsr of FORTY· 
FOUR pages, is issued as mO'i'e than a DOUBLE one, although 
no provision is made for its extra cost in the subscriJ?,tiOn 
for 1914. We, however, feel assured that our subscnbers 
will forward to the office the price of the extra issue, and 
thus enable us to meet the expense, which is considerable. 

IS'" Will thos · who subscrib, through ou, London 11{:ents 
kindly smd the extra cost _to them without remitulsr to s11va 
u11necessary expense and cost. 
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An Accomplished Ministration. 
" I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. • • . "-John xvii. 4. 
" Neither count I my life dear unto m1self so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 

ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus . •• ,"-Acts xx. 24. 
"I have/ought a good fight, I have finished my course .•. henceforth ••. a crown . .. :•-

2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

WHEN a Christian worker dies, people 
sa.y: " What a pity ; what an excellent 
worker he was. What a great loss ! " 

But i£ he had FINISHED his work for God, then 
it was no loss at all. It seemed a great loss to 
Canaan to lose the miracle Worker-Jesus of 
Na;areth; but He said, "If I go not away the 
Holy Ghost will not come unto you" (John xvi. 
7). In like manner it may be. said that if we are 
not taken away in Translation, then the Christ 
will not have come ! 

Moses finished his work. Aaron was taken 
to the top of the mountain to die."' Paul knew 
when his work was finished. Chriat knew when 
His was accomplished. We also can know when 
we have finished any work given us of God. 

Who can know that his work is finished ? 
Primarily those who know their commission. If 
you say " I do not know what my spiritual 
work is, "t then you cannot expect to know when 
you have finished it. Our Lord knew His com­
mission at twelve years of age, and He· knew 
when He had finished His work at the end of 

· twenty-one years of fulfilling His Father's will. 
John the Baptist in prison sent to Christ 

and asked, "Art Thou Be that should come, 
or do we look for another ? " (Matt. xi. 8). 
And yet he ha.d been told by God that the 
Messiah was He on Whom he would see the 
Holy Ghost descending as a dove, and that his 
commission was to bear witness to Him. t 

John's path into prison meant a dee.th to 
publicity ; in accomplishing his course he was 
but an extinguished candle before the Rising 
Sun. Naturally workers are willing to be 
taken up to the pinnacle of publicity, but not to 
be put in the dungeon, and forgotten by every­
body. At such a time they need to remember 
that God has not forgotten them, and that even 
this, however contrary to their judgment, is part 
of His plan, and of the" course" which has to 
be accomplished. Jonah wanted to die before 
he had finished his work. And so did Elijah. 
But Elijah lived not only to finish his work, but 
to be translated without dying. 

• Cf. Dent. llltii. 49, 50. .The Apostle Peter &!so wrote "the 
putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly even e.s our Lord 
Jesus Obrist sigmfted unto me ••• .'' (2 Pet. i. 14). 

t Of. Ephes. ii. 10, "good works which God h&tb before 
orda.in d tha.t ye should walk in them." 

t Of. John I. 28, 31-84. John iii. 28. John b&d Jl'INIBHED ms 
OO!IMISBION when he wa.s cast into prison. 

The knowledge of finished work is the blessing 
of those who have trudged along with God into 
the heights of spirituality. If you desire to 
know God's 1:1ecrets you have to live near Him. 
Enoch walked with God, and then wa.s "not 
found, because God had translated him." He· 
was in God's secret, and knew when his work 
and life was finished. Before bis translation h;­
was g~ven the witness by the Spirit that be 

. " pleased God "-tha.t he had fulfilled His will. 
If spiritual souls go on after they have the 

witness that they have finished a specific com­
mission, they go on without Divine power, and 
the work they execute will then have the image 
and power of the :flesh upon it. 

If John had remembered the testimony borne 
to him about Christ, and said to himself in 
prison, "J have finished my work," he would 
have been free from harassing disturbances of 
spirit and mind. Had he not already testified : 
" He must increase, but I must decrease " ? 
That was a glimmAr of light to him which should 
have lit his path in prison. 

Yes, we must all "decrease." The instru­
ment must never eclipse the Master. But John 
thought : If Christ was a King how could any 
prison hold His servant? 

"I have .finished the work." This was the 
consciousness and testimony of our Lord before 
He went to His awful death on Calvary. We 
see early in His life how deeply impressed Re 
was with the Father's business. And what 
mature conclusions govEirned Him in His 
untraditional behaviour. At twelve years of 
age He holds a perfect interpretation of the fifth 
commandment, and a perception into the laws 
of the spirit life that none but the most spiritual 
can possess. He began His commission at 
twelve, and finished at thirty-three. What a 
record I He came from heaven expressly to 
do the will of God. He knew that will ; He 
obeyed it ; and had the sa.tisfaction of accom­
plishing it fully ; yea, at thirty years of age, at 
His first public appearance, He bad the testimony 
of the Father that His conduct was satisfactory 
to Him Who had sent Him into the world. 

This is a profound truth : that no life in public 
can be pleasing to God if the hidden springs of 
the private life are not pure a.nd holy. 0 the 
glamour of the public life I Is not all seen by 
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the eye of ma.n ? 0 the drudgery of the private 
life I· What unseen testings, a.nd sighings, and 
writhings, and temptations I The root of the 
life in public is found in private. The public 
life is but the outcome-the branches, the 
:flowers, the fruit of the hidden and strenuous 
life lived in secret. 

The Lord Jesus began the " business " of 
His Father at twelve years of age ; He put it 
down before that a.wfnl Cross. What deep con­
viction in this first knowledge of the Divine 
commission. What magnificent testimony in 
the last-" I have finished the work Thou 
ga.vest Me to do." What a source of comfort to 
His human personality before the awful suffer­
ing of the Cross, which would call forth· ~he 
exercise of all His moral and intellectual pow,er, 
and demand up to the highest possible degree 
that all these powers l;>e concentrated on Him­
self, to enable Him to triumph and endure to the 
end. 

We also have only one life, and one commi_s­
sion ; but, a.las, there are many who, like John 
the Baptist, fret a.bout their ministry, desiring to 
go on when they have reached the terminus. 

Christ bound on the Cross in open she.me, 
John in prison divested of his power-there we.s 
no glory in this ; yet both had finished their 
work. The One knew it and testified to it; the 
other doubted even the Divine testimony that 
He whom he had baptised was the Son of God. 
He thought that the presence of Christ on earth, 
and the imprisonment of His forerunner-a. 
prophet of God-was incompatible with his 
commission from Jehovah. 

0 that we were wise, and understood the 
voice of God when He withdraws us from any 
work. We should know our measure of service 
by the power given to us of God to accomplish 
service. To the man of spirit, who a.lone is able 
to work as well as walk "after the spirit," to 
pursue any work when God means his abandon­
ing of it, is to fall back on his own resources, 
and, alas, to fall be.ck from the spirit into the 
flesh. If a man knows his specific ministry, let 
him examine his work, and see if it contmues 
to open out before him, or does it bear evidence 
of lea.ding on to a terminus ? 

Let us listen to the testimony of Paul in prison. 
Does he yearn to emerge, and has he the con­
viction that he will " a.bide in the flesh " (Phil. 
i. 25) to meet the need of the Church, such as 
he had when he wrote to the Philippians? Nay, 
he is filled with the evidence of the witness in 
his spirit that his work is done, and he regards 
bis accomplished ministration with great joy. 
His " deaths oft " lay behind him ; .before and 
beyond him lay the" glory to be revealed," and 
he springs onward with a bound to be " with the 

Lord" which iR "far better." He had once 
said that his one desire was to " finish his course 
with joy," a.nd now in prison, years afterwards, 
the end had come, and he cries " I have 
FINISHED •••• " He lmewthe.t the "ministry" 
he had " received of the Lord Jesus " was accom­
plished, and there lay before him the crown. 

To-day, we too, are filled with the joy of 
finished work, and being filled with the spirit of 
finality find it sweet to move in spirit through 
Scripture, and alight on everything that has a 
sense and sound and note of " FINISH " about it,. 
from the finishing of creation in Genesis, to the 
ending of the curse in Revelation. 

How striking is the short biographical sketch 
of the forefathers of the race, as recorded in 
Genesis. They lived, they begat-a.nd they died 
(Gen. v. 6-23). But how strange and sweet is 
this solemn order broken by a new order : and 
Enoch lived, and begat-and-" was not, for 
God took him I " Abel the pure was the first to 
suffer death-the first to fall under the dread 
curse. Enoch the first to escape death-a type 
of the countless millions who shall have :finished 
with the grave, and dee.th, and sin. 

But the most glorious " FINISH " was at 
Calvary-a "finishing" which would release 
ma.ny of earth's vast millions of those dead in 
trespasses a.nd sins. 

Wha.t a joy in finishing I The boy bis school, 
the young man his college, the author his book, 
the musician his oratorio, the Apostle his work. 
And what a joy to the Son of God when He 
finished suffering our hell-the chastisement for 
our sin (Isa. liii. 5). · 

But oh, the curse that rests on the un,finished 
performance of God's will, on people, or on men, 
and on all things done outside of, and unordained 
by that will. The unfinished tower of Babel 
stood as a memento of man's failure to thwart 
God. Saul's unfinished destruction of his 
enemies lost him a. kingdom. His disobedience 
robbed him of a crown. The unfinished wa.r in 
Cana.an caused the nations of Canaan to molest 
the chosen people, and they became thorns in 
their side. 

If it be sweet to finish the day's labour, and to 
return home for sweet rest in the cool of the 
evening, how much more should we with Paul 
rejoice when our life's labour on earth. is 
finished? 

We feel Translation is a.t hand I We know in 
the spirit tha.t our ministration to the Church is 
ended I When wor~ is finished every worker 
awaits dee.th. BuT WE AWA.IT TRANSLATION. 

It is consoling to realise that it is not death 
that ends our work, but our accomplishment of 
the work God gave us to do. We have known 
this for years, and used it a.s a. weapon against 
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the Prince of death. It was our faith: "No 
' death ' until my work is FINISHED." For we 
believe (1) that death cannot come to God's 
worker until he has FINISHED ms work; and, 
(2) that ea.ch believer who is spiritual can have 
the knowledge when he ha.s :finished his course of 
life, and work on earth, and when this comes he 
can expect translation, or be ready for the passage 
through death, as God may ordain for him. 

To-day we are :filled with the spirit of the end. 
God has enabled us to accomplish our service to 
the Church. Although we see possible work on 
every side, yet we have the spirit witness of the 
actual end of our commission. And in face of 
this we da.r~ not tempt God by attempting work 
on our own resources. His will is greater than 
our glory. His purposes greater than our a.ooom­
pl~shments. Therefore we yield up the work to 
Him, and by faith let our spirits rest in His 
living promise. 

We now, like the prophets of old, have un­
burdened ourselves of "The Word of the Lord." 
Until its f~ll transmittal to the Church, we could 
not entertain any hope for relief of spirit.* But 
at this time, and after such a ministration of 
truth as we have sent out in the Overcomer and 
other literature, we believe that this charge has 
been faithfully accomplished to the glory of God, 
and to the emancipation of the Church. 

Signally, our ministration has been a ministra­
tion of war in the unseen realm. In the title of 
the Overcomer has been signified the purpose of 
its issue. The condition of enthronement with 
Christ is expressed in His own words sent to the 
Church by His Apostle: "Unto him that OVER· 
OOM:ETH will I grant to sit with Me in My 
Throne •.. " We have laboured toward making 
believers "overoomers." We have sought to 
tea.oh them to war in order that they may reign. 
We have striven to cause them to overcome in 
order to share Christ's Throne, for he that has 
been girt by the panoply of God, and has wiel(ied 
the sword, shall be honoured to stretch out the 
sceptre of the Most High. 

We can easily and simply testify that no 
superficial experience could fathom the " deep 
things of Satan," and enable us to show to the 
reasonable, as well as to the sceptical eyes of 
man, the contents of this deep. What we have 
taught has not been from the light of mere 
intellectual illumination, but from that of deep, 
varied, and awful experiences of the invisible 
powers of darkness, whose methods of guile and 
deception have brought many servants of the 
Most High into a furnace of tribulation. · 

· Had we ourselves escaped the wiles, we could 
have written from conjecture and imagination 
a.bout the arch-fiend, but then it would have 

Cf. Acts xviii. 5 ; 9 Oor. ii. 18~ 

been in the vital points essentially wide of the 
mark. 

Our writings have been correct in principle 
according to the Scriptures, and precisely true 
according to experience, and thus " peculiar " to 
those who have not known the methods of the 
spirits of the air (Ephes. vi. 12)-the peculiarity 
arising out of the strangeness of the facts in the 
experience of the Church in the last days of the 
dispensation. Both the Apostles, Paul and 
Peter, in their epistles warn us of the dangers 
at the end of the age, and their peculiar colour. 
And in the great prophetical Apocalypse of the 
Second Advent, given to John: on Patmos, our 
Lord warns His people of the devil's workings.* 
The Church to-day must not think that the Lord 
Who was so vigilant over the enemies of His 
Church when He spoke to John, has been 
forgAtful of the dragon's machinations at this 
present time. Many may possibly endeavour to 
ignore .the enemy, but the Lord, the Head of the 
Church-does not do so. The weapons we have 
shown to the children of God were forged by the 
Divine mind, tested by Himself in war against 
the foe, and made known in His Word to His 
servants (of. Luke iv. 4-13, Matt xvi. 23). As 
the coat of mail, guaranteed as perfect, had to 
undergo the ordeal of a fair test by smiting it 
with the sword, so our Lord of battle has attested 
the value of these weapons, and they have been 
proved and declared to be more than sufficient 
to make us conquerors. These then are the 
weapons we ourselves have used, and urged upon 
others to take up, and to wield, and thereby to 
attain unto victory. 

What military "mines" have been rendered 
inoperative and destroyed by the timely inter­
vention of God I The foe's unseen schemes and 
hidden ambushes have been most fully exposed 
and destroyed by the wisdom of our Commander­
in-ohief, Who leads unto victory-the conquering 
army of God. The victories belong to God. The 
glory is His. We lay at His feet all the spoils 
of this Holy War. 

The truths we have made known have been 
received with gratitude by those who were open 
to trut}l, and by others who were aware of their 
need of light upon the ca.uses of their bondage, 
but they have also met with furious opposition. 
Had we possessed any doubts of the truthfulness 
of the message, we should have quailed, and our 
steps would have been arrested, but the rage of 
the enemy through human instruments never 
caused us to flee from the truth. We, like our 
Master, have been "hated without cause," 
because we have testified to truth that was 
obnoxious to many Christfans. But what we 
KNEW TO BE TRUTH, by the grace of God we 

• cf. Bev. ii. 10, 18,114; iii. 9. 1 Tim. iv. 1-S: II Tbes. ii. '1·10. 
l Pet. v. 8, 9, 
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Bent forth. To turn a.side from what we knew 
~o be truth, and from truth needed by the Ohurch 
m an hour of peril, would be sin. This sin we 
could not commit. 

Then those who had a dislike to the message 
began to abuse the messengers. But this is a.n 
old custom. Those who hate the message and 
cannot smother it, begin to belabour the 
messenger and to kill him. When . the message 
torments, the prophet is slain, and left " dead in 
the streets of the city" (Rev. xi. 8). Warfare is 
not popular when it demands the presence of 
the person in the front rank. Warfare is not a 
bridal feast, so the truth itself could not be 
popu_lar. There are those who have held the foe 
in contempt, but he has mocked at them in the 
assurance that they were his captives. 

~nd how strenuously the enemy has directly 
resisted every truth, and every word ofttti.th 
which has gone .into the Overcomer. What 
battles with the foe have raged over every issue, 
and what conflict and strivings of spirit were 
endured in production of the truth. How terrible 
was the work of dislodging the lies so deeply 
imbedded in the minds of men, and so well 
protected' by the " father o~ lies." In this we 
had to stand against fallen 11,ngels-a. race of 
~uperi?~ intelligence, who untrammelled by a.ny 
mfirm1ties of soul or body, laboul'-- unweariedly 
to oppose truth night and day. · 

It is not because of insufficiency of work or 
of material, that we close the Overcomer. There 
are spheres of labour still open, and it would be 
very agreeable service to disseminate truth 

· about revival, the principles of which have been 
ma.st~ed by an experience of· yea.rs of faithful 
-obedience to the laws of the spirit. But 
if God is closing the age, there should be co­
operation with the Holy Spirit · in minutely 
working with Him when He closes our work on 
earth. We should observe God's guidance a.s He 
leads us on in this pa.th. In norma.1 times there 
is power to embrace and extend work ; but now 
of necessity the power to do so diminishes as we 
draw nigh to the end of life on earth. If, when 
God is closing up your work, you take on 
responsibilities outside of His will, then you 
take on new work with diminished strength to 
perform it. The nearer you come to the terminus 
th~ l~ss Divine strength is given if you are 
finishmg your course, for the word is then not 
" forward " on earth, but " upward " to heaven. 

lt wa.s impossible for us to see the Millennia.I 
issue of the warfare when we struck out against 
t~e foe, a.nd took a.a our war cry : " All the 
victory of Oa.lva.ry for the Church a.gs.inst Sa.tan." 
No'!, to· our. great joy! we a.re to expect the 
glonous Oommg of Chnst a.nd the ascension of 
the Ohurch, and rejoice over a. world without 

Sa.tan and his demons. The issues are now 
clear. The signs a.re plenteous and positive. 
The earth vibrates with the tokens of Christi's 
Ooming. Terror and despair have smitten the 
ranks of the aeria.1 kingdom of fallen angels. 
They know that the pit is to open and swallow 
them up. The Dragon knows his time is short, 
therefore he gives himself to great rage. 

Undoubtedly, in the ministry given to us, the 
Lord has laid upon us the burden of the New 
Age. And now, in 1914, eternal decrees a.re fa.st 
becoming things of fa.ct. The coming events 
will mean a. torment to the serpent, a joy to our 
Christ, a rapture to the Church, and, in due 
course, a.n ease to the world from a.- tyrannical 
prince, whose government over it since the dark­
ness of Eden, even to the Millennia.I reign of the 
Son of God, has been cruel and destructive. 

We close the Overcomer in faith, not only 
because we know we have finished our work in 
its issue, but also because we believe and testify 
to the Near Coming of the Lord. The spirit of 
the end which is upon us, necessitates preparing 
for the end. Our course is drawing to a. close. 

What we ha.veto say now to all who haveknown 
the truth, is READ-REMEMBER--OBEY THE TRUTH, 
We ha.ve only to repeat what we have said again 
and a.gain, for a plethora. of truth has been 
poured out upon our readers. They have been 
soaked in truth. Let them now go back to a.11 
they have rea.d to find out what they want at the 
present time. Nor let them think that they have 
und,erstood a.11 that has been said, and therefore 
do not need to re-read what has been written. 
They may not have used it because they did 
not_ understand. Isaiah did not go on repeating 
his message. He gave it and left it to God. 
Every fruit when it is ripe drops, and there is a 
germ, a. growth, and a ripeness in the reception 
of and the knowledge of truth. Many of our 
readers have yet but truth in the germ, but the 
God of Truth remains to watch over the truths 
He ha.s given us to minister. 

The prayers of the Ohurch have gone up to 
God for the binding* of the foe, and he is already 
potentially bound. The Coming of Obrist will 
banish him to the abyss. We now a.wait the 
descent of the Lord to meet His Bride. We 
await the great procession of the King Bride­
groom, the Son of the Most High, the Lord of 
Hosts. Ev AN RoBERTS. 

JUST as men are afraid, in battle, afraid of foes, 
of looking upon swords, upon bayonets, and 

facing the gun, so there are men who are afraid 
to investigate truth. Tkey are terrified at what 
they would · discover. ;Just as there are heroes 
of battle so there are heroes of truth.-E.R. 

• Cf. Matt. xvi. 19, xviii. 18 : Rev. v. 8, viii. S.5. 
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An Autobiographical Sketch. 
By the Editor. 

THE key note of the closure issue of the 
Overcomer lies in the words " Finished 
Work," and it is a suitable opportunity for 

placing on record a few autobiographical remi­
niscences showing that the closing of the paper, 
because its work is "finished," is in accord with a 
principle of the spiritual life, which should be 
understood by those who know that they have 
been carrying out in their service a definite 
course under the leading of the Spirit of God. 

This principle is clearly to be seen in the lives 
of the servants of God recorded in the Scrip­
tures. Take Jeremiah and his call and commis­
sion. The Lord said to him, " Thou shalt go to 
all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee, thou shalt speak" (v. 7). " I 
have this day set thee over the nations . . . I 
have made thee a defenced city . . . they shall 
fight against thee, but they shall not prevail ... 
for I am with thee ... " Jeremiah then spoke 
as he was given the word of the Lord, and, in 
the midst of personal conflict and suffering, and 
the giving of messages rejected,-and in bis 
lifetime, on the whole unfulfilled-be completed 
his work. He did not plan or choose his service. He 
was chosen for the service, and the service chosen 
for him. He had to fulfil it whether it was 
acceptable or not (Jer. i. 17, 18). For the 
messages were filled with the word " AGAINST," 
as he declared all that God was" AGAINST," even 
to this day. 

We find-the same principle in the ministry of 
Ezekiel. He was called, commissioned and 
empowered for a definite service (Ezek. i. 1, ii. 
1-10, iii. 1-17), and however much be suffered 
{Ezek. ix. 8) his work had to be carried out, and 
family and borne held subservient to the com­
mand of God (Ezek. xii, 3-6, xxiv. 16-18). His 
messap-es too were filled with the perpetual word 
" AGAINST," as God placed on record, by His 
servant, His attitude to the evil of the world. 

In the New Testament we find exactly the 
same personal choice (John xv. 16) of God's 
servants ; the same personal commission, with a 
personal course of life and work oi;-dained and 
revealed. First in the life and ministry of the 
Pattern Servant of Jehovah, the Lord Christ­
God Himself in human form. All through the 
life of the Lord we see that He knows His com­
mi~sion, and His ".course," and will not be 
diverted from it by ties of affection ( cf. Luke ii. 
41-52), the scorn of brethren (John vjj. 5-9), or 
the voice of the crowd (John vi. 15). He knew 
when He had finished His work in one district 
(Marki. 37, 38), and left for an9ther; He did 

not go beyond the limit of God in the work of 
healing, which had primarily the purpose of ful­
filling prophecy concerning Him (Matt. viii. 16, 
17). He worked the works of Him that sent 
Him, not His own will or personal desires (cf. 
John iv. 34, xi. 5-15). 

The same clear fulfilling of a " course," is 
seen in the Apostle Paul, with the personal "­
guiding and restraining of God. Paul is chosen 
(Acts ix. 15) for specific service, which costs 
him great suffering; chosen to be the Apostle to 
the Gentiles with a message which even the 
chief Apostles were not given to proclaim.* The 
Apostolic Council at Jerusalem is in frequent 
storms, and trouble through him, and his "new 
message "t and the fruits thereof. But he knows 
bis commission, even though "they of repute" do 
not share it, and he must be . faithful to bis 
trust. He must fulfill his part in God's great 
plan for the Church, and His dealing with the 
world. He knows by the spirit where he is to go 
and what he is to d,o ;t when he is in the stream 

· of the Spirit in staying in a place, by the unction 
on the message (Acts xiv. 3) ; he knows when be 
is restrained from a certain course (Acts xvi. 7), 
and when be is being sent of God on another 
errand (Acts xvi. 10); when he must go forward 
even though it means death (Acts xx. 22); when 
he has :finished his work in ministering to 
believers who loved him (Acts xx. 25); knows 
that the "wolves" will break in among them after 
his departure ( Acts xx. 29 )-knows it all in his. spirit, 
andbytheHolySpirit-,-andthrougballhewatcbes 
only to "finish his course." "Wolves" or 
"no wolves," the testimony at Rome must be 
given, even though they break in to the flock he 
leaves behind, whom he calmly commits to God. 

How· different all this is from the twentieth 
century idea of •• Christian work." Men may 
be truly led into this or that spiritual service, 
which is mightily sealed of God because they 
are in the current of His will, but they then 
are apt to remain in that service long after 
the Holy Spirit would lead them on to 
another. sphere. So with the truth which is 
ministered. Alas, alas, the spiritual church is 
divided up into sections holding various phases of 

· truth, all because this principle of a definite 
spiritual course both in grou1th of the spiritual life 
as well as service, is not recognised. The believer 
thrust into testimony at his conversion remains 
at that stage, and moves round and round bis 
one theme in a circle; the believer who receives 
the Fulness of the Spirit and is thrust into testi-

•cr. Gal. ii. 9. tActs xv. 6-I2: xxi. 18-20. tActs 13. 2-4. 
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mony concerning it, again remains at that stage, 
and moves round and round it in a circle, oftimes 
blind to any path beyond it. So it may be with 
those who know the message of the Cross. They, 
too, can revolve around that message when God 

- would have them press on into all the issues of 
the Cross ; and others may remain in the warfare 
stage of Ephesians vi. instead of pressing on into 
the whole counsel of -God. 

There is a " COURSE " prepared for each 
believer from the moment of his new birth, 
providing for the fullest maturity of the new 
life within him, and the highest which God can 
make of his life in the use of every faculty for 
His service. To discover that "course" and 
fulfil it is the one duty of every soul. Others 
cannot judge what that course is. God alone 
knows it, and He can make it known, and guide 
the heliever into it, as certainly to-day as He did 
Jeremiah and other prophets, Paul and Philip 
and other apostles. 

This brings me to the personal reminiscences 
of my own "course," which not only throws 
light upon the significance of the step now taken 
in the closure of the Overcomer, but illustrates 
the principle referred to in the lives of the 
servants of God as recorded in the Scriptures. 

I must first go back to the year 1892, in 
RICHMOND, SURREY, when there came to me that 
revolution in Christian life which can only be 
described as a " Baptism of the Spirit."* A 
worker among girls, able to t'ake, with difficulty, 
only one Bible class each week; with a body so 
frail t that life was perpetually in the balance ; is 
suddenly enabled to pour forth living messages 
from the W oi:d of God; is transformed from timid 
nervousness into a bold witness ; and enabled, 
physically, to endure and to accomplish labour 
in: the service of God beyond both natural and 
physical powers. · 

The fruit of this sudden anointing is rich and 
abundant in the little branch of the Young 
Women's Christian Association, of.which she is 
Hon. Secretary. The tide of the Spirit swept 
until souls were saved, and young Christians sci 
filled with the Spirit that some found their way to 
the Foreign Mission Field. The " upper 
room " of those days became a sanctuary from 
whence the rivers fl.owed-north, south, east and 
west - a strong stream, within one year, 
to· my native town in South Wales. There, 
through an unexpected visit, and the " happen­
ings," that fill a life in the current of the Holy 
Ghost with "romance," there came about an 

• The story of how this came is told in " Power for 
Service." See Book List. 

t With tubercles in the lungs, healed by God at this 
time of the Falness of the Spirit, bat leaving large cavities, 
which to-day are only kept from active disease by the 
power of God. 

offshoot of the Richmond Y.V.1.C.A. A tiny 
twig of the Lord's own planting, which grew 
and grew in sturdy life until to-day it is one 
of the strongest and most spiritual branches in 
the country. 

" Come down," one wrote, after three years 
or so, of visits to the young Branch, " and see to 
your work "-but the Spirit of God made known 
that the founder's work was FINISHED. "Accord­
i~g to the grace of God . . . I ha~e laid the founmi;: 
tion," and another must " build thereon . . . 
(1 Uor. iii. 10). In the Day of Christ founder 
and after-builders will rejoice together. Till 
then the founder's work is done. 

The stream moves on in Richmond for four 
years, varied with service in other places, through 
doors opened one knew not how, until in 
February, 1896, came, what was then a shock to 
get the Master's Word," FINISHED." How could 
it be the " will of God ?" The tide of blessing 
was at its high water mark. But to Leicester 
the pillar of cloud removed, and the worker now 
set free from organizing work, there came within 
a month the first call to another land. The work 
behind was FINISHED, in front the door opened to 
regions beyond. · 

In June, 1896, I went to SWEDEN, for the first 
Scandanavian Conference of the Y.W.C.A., 
when delegates from Finland, Norway, Denmark 
and Sweden gathered for some four days in 
Stockholm, for Conference meetings, sometimes 
private, and sometimes open to all. It was then 
I first saw the Holy Ghost fall upon a meeting, 
when the whole gathering, of some hundreds of 
people, suddenly broke forth into audible prayer 
at the same time, in English, Danish, Swedish, 
Finnish, and other languages.* White-haired 
Pastors and workers of _all stages and classes. 
It was just" The Holy Ghost FELL ... " (Acts 
xi. 15). · . 

This visit to Sweden led still further to regions 
beyond. In that autumn a Russian lady visiting 
London asked me to visit RusSIA. This was a 
test of faith. How could it be possible for one 
so frail in body. But the leading of God was so 
clear that launching out on the unknown in faith 
that He who sent could keep His sent ones, I 
found myself en route to St. Petersburg 
(Petrograd) in January, 1897. The wonders of 
the working of God on that visit are still living 
in my memory.+ 

• This proceeding was riot suggested to the gathering, 
for I had never before heard of, or seen a meeting break 
out into such prayer (each in his ow1i language): 

t I have journals of these wondrous days, which· tell 
,the story of how the little spiritual Church in Russia 
eagerly learnt the two-folp Message of the Cross. Others 
have since " built " upon this foundation, but then the 
message was new to the precious and beloved saints in 
" Petrograd." 
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In 1898 the stream again moved on to RussIA, 
FINLAND and DENMARK in the spring, with repeat 
visits to Finland and Denmark in June. In 
Finland in June the Conference of believers con­
sisted of delegates gathered from every part of 
the land. The messages were translated into 
Finnish and Swedish sentence by sentence con­
secutively, the Spirit of God so holding the 
people that "after-meetings" were even possible. 
One result of this visit was the rendering into 
Finnish and Swedish many booklets of what is 
now known as Overcomer literature. · 

Next year again the Hand of God led to Russia. 
but this time-February, 1899-the messenger 
was taken ill and permitted of God to draw nigh 
to the gates of death, All through the years 
every step had been taken in clear and distinct 
knowledge of the "work" and the "course." 
Was the " course" to be finished in St. Peters­
burg in 1899? Nay! The Lord Jesus Christ 
had not thus signified to me (2 Peter, i. 14). The 
Spirit of God made known that the prince of death 
was attacking the life, andforten days and nights­
taking turns in sleep-four Russian women of 
God, ladies of '' honourable estate," literally 
held up their hands to God, in prayer for the 
threatened life. When they flagged and let 
down their hands, the "enemy prevailed," and 
when they held on in faith-with ~n open Bible 
before them-the foe was driven back, until on 
an Easter Eve the knowledge in the spirit caine 
that the battle was won. The gates of hell did 
not prevail. Rapidly, when the prayer battle 
for life was o'er, the restoration came, and the 
work in Russia FINISHED, for I was never able 
to go again for service. 

Back in England, the Hand of God led to 
Keswick, when, just out of the jaws of death, for 
the :first time I joined the staff of the women's 
meetings, by the invitation of the Trustees. 

In 1900 came the voyage to Canada and to 
the United States, but the story of the days in 
Montreal, Ottawa and other Canadian cities, and 
the Conference held near New York, with all 
the special lessons of God's leading in new and 
untried ways, must now be passed over, only to 
say that after this, frailer in body than even in 
early years, through the breakdown in Russia, I 
retired from the public work in England, and 
went abroad for the winter, clearly seeing that 
God's messengers needed to watch as keenly the 
Spirit of God crying" Halt," as the word "Go 
forward." 

1900, 1901, and the early months of 1902 were 
mainly years of literary labour as the winters 
were spent abroad in Switzerland and other lands. 
Russia was the home of "Thy Hidden Ones," 
and Davos Platz the place where "The Story 
of Job" was written. 

Then at the close of 1902 came once more the 
word of the Lord in a renewed command for 
active service, and in a most extraordinary 
way He pointed the path to INDIA. A letter 
reached me from a stranger with the words 
" God has shown me you are to go to 
India, and you will come with me there ... " 
Much exercise of heart took place over this.. 
letter, and very carefully did 1 sift the evidences 
whether it was of God, until all doubt was 
removed, and the early months of 1903 found 
me in India, givin~ the Lord's message in 
Bombay and other cities. It was on this visit 
that the tiny Bible Booklet, called "The Word 
of the Cross," was compiled at Coonoor for Dr. 
Rudisill, of Madras. Since issued in many 
millions, and, probably by this time, in over a 
hundred languages, it has carried the message of 
Calvary the wide world o'er. 

With · the renewed commission for active 
service in the autumn of 1902, and just before 
the letter came with the call to India, the Spirit 
of God began to move again in the same re­
markable way He had done in 1893, this time 
towatd the bringing into existence of the Llan­
drindod Wells Convention. The "happenings" 
were so strikingly of God, that when asked to 
become convenor and chairman of the Conven­
tion, Mr. Albert Head could not but see the 
Hand of God, and the Convention became an 
historic fact in 1903. 

Then came the AWAKENING IN WALES in the 
autumn of 1904 and spring of 1905-how far 
the direct result of the moving of God in the 
Convention, eternity alone will tell ; but from 
the Revival in Wales it is at least clear,developed 
the joint-witness and co-service of the collabor­
ators of the Book "War on the Sa,ints," in a. 
Testimony AGAINST the outbreak of demons upon 
the spiritual Church, which followed the outpour­
ing of the Spirit of God in Wales.* 

Here we pause ·to review the service of these 
years from the view point of the· message .. It 
was in 1897 that the burden of the two-fold 
message of the cross was laid upon me, and for 
seven years was this proclaimed until it culminated 
with the issue of the book "The Cross of Cal vary." 
Given of God at a time when the mention of the 
Cross was rarely heard in the pulpits of the land, 

· the messenger was verily crucified by the 
message, as it was rung out wherever the Spirit of 
God gave an open door. This burden was lifted 
and the specific commission FINISHED, when 
there came from the Press in that same autumn 

· • In connection with the Awakening in Wales, it was 
also my privilege during the years of 1906, 1907 and 1908, 
by the enabling grace of God, to write a series of weekly 
articles in the Life of 1-aitll, on that great Awakening and 
its after effects in other lands. 
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book after book upon the Atoning work of God.* 
After an interval of· some three years-from 

1903 to 1906-then began the seven years' joint­
witness of the Collaborators of the "War Book," 
against the Deceiver, Satan, and his army of 
lying spirits let loose upon the people of God. 

In just the same simple way in which God 
had led in the past, with no premeditation on 
the part of His messengers, and not knowing 
from day to day what His morrow's leading 
would be, nor His ultimate dispensational pur­
pose in the issue of the Book-this new period 
of service began. At first it was only the 
gathering up of light upon the supernatural 
experiences of the past, and then, on the part of 
one of the witnesses, the leading on into a 
prayer-warfare against the counterfeit workings 
of the deceiving spirits of Satan, which more 
and more roused their rage, and their onslaughts 
on the witnesses, showing how their kingdom 
was being shaken and despoiled. In the wisdom 
of God these attacks only served to give more 
light, and proof of the infallible power of. the 
Victory of the Cross as the witnesses pressed on 
in the teeth of hell to fulfil what, by this time, 
was clearly their trust. 

This aggressive warfafe which was develop­
ing from year to year, in the awfulness of the 
conflict, and the terrible power and activities of 
the forces of Satan aroused by it, at last showed 
that it would demand all the spiritual strength 
and time which up to this period had been use­
able for other service ; and showed, also, that the 
character of the commission demanded a sever­
ance in service from others not called to such a 
witness, lest they should be hindered in their 
own specific work, and the witnesses be hindered 
in their testimony. 

It was no small thing, therefore, when the 
Spirit of God indicated that my service in the 
Women's Meetings at Keswick was FINISHED, 
and in 1909 a letter of withdrawal was written. 
Ten years again had been the period of this 
ministry ; and now the messenger was being 
called on by the Spirit of God to a path of testi­
mony in which it could be said, " The Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds 
and affiictions abide me." 

The cost of this step of obedience was very 
keen. The Word of God deeply severed soul 

• This shows that a specific message given of God, and 
witnessed to under His Hand, produces effect in the 
u11seeii realm, more than in the world of men. The Rev. 
W. D. Moffat, of Edinburgh, called my attention to 
this sudden outflow of books on the Cross, as he took 
me to his library, and showed me on one shelf the collec­
tion he had made of literature on the atonement. I have 
already referred in the Overcomer to Mr. Moffat's recog­
nition of the burden God had laid upon me, and what I 
owed to his prayers and his ceaseless urging of me to be 
faithful in the delivery of my message. 

from spirit, as I saw (x) how the soul shrank 
from a real crucifixion to the world, even when 
the spirit is strong to follow the Lord in His 
path of the Cross ; and ( 2) how the soul could 
unknowingly feed upon the " fellowship " side of 
Spirit-given and Spirit-anointed service for God. 

Very different was my experience when two 
years later, in 19rr, came the same clear guid­
ance from God to withdraw from the Uan­
drindod Convention, The day before going to the 
Convention a letter of resignation was written 
in faith that the Spirit of God would show 
at the Convention the meaning of His lead­
ing. And truly He had foreknown the path. 
The Message of the Cross and of the Warfare was 
given, and borne witness to by the Spirit of God, 
in light to souls in need of deliverance from the 
oppression of the foe, but the messenger saw 
that God had once more said "FINISHED," and 
her work in the Llandrindod Wells Convention 
was done. God had opened for His people a 
marvellous realm of truth, which to withhold 
from the Church of God, would mean not only 
eternal loss to the Church, but involve blood­
guilty unfaithfulness to God on the part of 
those to whom it was given .. The truth to be 
unfolded, too, needed the full time of a Conven­
tion for its elucidation, and it could no longer be 
faithfully made known in occasional addresses 
and side meetings. So, once again the step was 
taken. The letter, written under obedience to 
the Spirit, with no outward evidence of its need, 
was handed in to the Council, and we parted,* 
they giving unto me" the right hands of fellow­
ship," that I "should go unto the" saints with 
the warfare message, and " thev unto the " saints, 
who needed other aspects of truth (Gal. ii. 9). 

Was this step also not one of pain ? No. 
The bonds with the Llandrindod Convention 
were rooted in God, ar:d the spirit was kept in 
the heavenly plane, when He who had begun the 
work now said "FINISHED." 

God withdraws His servants when they have 
finished their work in one sphere, and thereby 
closes one door of service, but He opens another 
before them until they finish their course. The 
Matlock Convention, begun at Whitsuntide, 
1912, had just the same spontaneous rise as the 
one at Llandrindod, in the "happenings " which 
brought it about, for the specific purpose of 
unfolding the Warfare message to the Church of 
God. Three of these Conventions bave now 
taken place, the numbers increasing year by 
year, as the Warfare message was understood, 
and the need of fuller knowledge of its applica­
tion to the present period of the Church's history, 
grew upon the spiritual children of God. 

• I still continue to be one of the Trustees of the Con­
vention. 
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And now comes the last piece of "Finished 
work" in the closure of the Overcomer-this time 
after a six years' ministry . .i: Another piece of 
service begun by the leading of the Spirit and 
with the same marks of His moving, and guiding 
in each phase .of the service, as all other steps I 
have referred to. Just as remarkably as the 
doors opened in earlier days, so the doors opened 
before the printed messenger sent forth through 
storm and stress, until its witness penetrated 
the spiritual section of the Church in every land. 
In far away Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Soudan, Egypt, North Africa, Japan, 
Korea, China, Thibet, India, Burmah, Northern 
and Southern Europe, North and South and 
Central America, and isle after isle on the seas, 
our readers are to be found. The " testimony " 
has reached God's people in every clime as only 
He who led in the early days could lead to the 
end,l 

The latter "works" are manifestiy of the 
pattern of the first. It can be·seen that they 
have followed a definite " course" marked out 
by God, who has been obeyed without hesitation, 
even when it seemed that the meE.senger was 
turning- away from a " great ministry " with loss 
to the Church of God. But only He who plans our 
course can know the goal He is leading on to. It 
seemed a" loss" when the word" Finished" came 
to the worker at Richmond, but God meant free­
dom to reach the lands far away. It seems like 
"loss" to close the Overcomer at this point of the 
Church's need, but He who leads on will reveal 
His plan and purpose. It may be the final 
" Finish " ere the Church ascends to be with 
Him. 

And now for the help of others who would 
know the conditions upon which such a leading 
of God became possible, I must refer to two 
outstanding characteristics of this path of service, 
which bear witness that it was .the fulfilling of a 
oourse planned and guided by the Spirit of God. 

The first is, that from the time when the 
Baptism of the Spirit came, and thrust me out 
into unpremeditated service in 1892, every "open 
door " in my path was set before me, unsought 
for, untbougbt of, and unplanned. I then saw 
that I was in a current of the Spirit which would 
lead me on into all the plan of God for my life, 
and that my one business was to make sure 
of being in the will of God, and, being sure, to 
keep myself free 1:o carry out His will. This 
brought about deep rest of heart and simplicity 
of purpose. It eliminated all planning and 
troubling about the future. " Am I in the will 
of God now ?" was the question, " then He will 
reveal whence He leads to-morrow." 

t Sevn, years again, if the little Occasional Paper issued 
in 1908 is reckoned as part of the magazine service. 

But the conditions of knowing the will of God 
were : no " bias '' to any path however pleasant, 
or apparently " good for the Kingdom " ; no 
double motive, however good, e.g., "policy" for 
the " good of the Kingdom " ; no personal aim 
however justifiable, e.g., the electing to go a 
voyage on the Lord's service, and-the good of 
myself as part of the motive ! 

The "voyage" might be good for myself, and 
the work's sake, but that must not deflect the 
compass needle of the soul seeking to know the 
will of God. 

The second characteristic of the path of ser­
vice I have outlined was, that as God opened the 
doors, so He provided financially, and otherwise, 
all that was needed to enter them, and this He 
did apart from all councils, and committees. 
In apostoH'c fashion He moved His own hidden 
saints to " set forward " on her journeys His 
messenger, in a manner "worthy of God." In 
land after land, as door after door opened, the 
supply never failed. Only one condition was 
necessary on the messenger's part-to keep free to 
follow the will of God, and that only. 

And now, once more reverting to the closure 
of the Overcomer, we believe that our obedience 
to the Spirit of God in the closure of the paper 
will (r) surely lead Spirit-guided workers to 
examine their positions, and discover from God 
where they are in their "course." It may lead 
some to find that they have been misled by the 
voices of men, or by the exterior prosperity of 
their service, to continue in work in which they 
have not perceived the indication of the Spirit 
of God for their withdrawal. 

It will (3) lead others to understand that God 
has been working toward the finish of some 
specific service by the withdrawal of unction 
upon it, but they did not discern His workings. 
It will (4) show some that there is work they are 
clinging to as "given of God," long after they 
should have been content to let it pass to o~heir 
hands,* even though they may, from the human 
side, have special claims upon it. It will (5), I 
trust, lead all to seek the face of God, and know 
from Him His will for the concluding days of 
their life and service on earth. 

And, finally, we believe that God Himself will 
speak to His watching saints to make ready for 
His Coming; for if the Holy Spirit is preparing 
to withdraw from the world, we may reasonably 
expect that He who so definitely led His 
servants in the past, has now as clearly led to. 
the closure of their service in the Overcomer, as a 
work completed, ere the Church ascends with 
Him. 

"To the only wise God be the glory unto the ages•~ 
(Rom. xvi. 27). 

• Perhaps unable to do the work so well, 
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THE OVERCOMER. 

The Prayer-Ministry of Evan 1-t,oberts. 
"A servant of Christ Jesus . .. labouring fervently in prayer . . .'

0

-Col. io. 12. R.V. 

EV AN Roberts says he· had the " call" to 
prayer in Newcastle Emlyn in the autumn 
of 1904, but when the unexpected hap­

pened, and he found himself on a tide carrying 
him, whether he would or not, into public 
ministry, the call to prayer for the time being 
sunk into abeyance. 

It did not return as a. definite ca.11 demanding 
attention until sometime in the spring of 1907. 
He was then in Leicester, in the weakness of a. 
breakdown in health, which ha.d kept him aside 
from public work since the.beginning of 1906. 

Even during this time of weakness there ha.d 
been many indications of his power in prayer, 
and some very extraordinary answers to prayer 
had been given. In one case the sudden break 
up of a spurious Revival movement which was 
proceeding as a. flame of fire, took place after one 
time of prayer, and other results as marked were 
seen, not only in Britain, but in lands beyond the 
sea. The potentialities of such prayer, and the 
responsibility of using what was evidently a gift 
of power in prayer, did now and,then break on 
the vision of those around him, but they, with 
many others, had their minds fixed on the 
apparently greater gift of reaching the multi­
tude, and were watching eagerly for the word of 
God to come to him which would once more 
send him forth for " Revival " service. 

But the " gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance," God ha.d other thoughts for His 
servant, and greater needs in His Church than 
could be met either by pulpit or platform in the 
de.ye then coming on the spiritual Church. 

The ca.11 to prayer ca.me be.ck suddenly one 
day in the spring of 1907. The Lord's servant 
had been for two hours or more, with another, 
dealing exhaustively in prayer with the needs of 
the moment. The" time of prayer" was over, 
a.nd he was occupied with some other thing, 
when a " draw " to prayer came age.in, and he 
said to himself, "If I obey this, I shall be always 
'praying.' " He dropped the matter in band, a.nd 
followed the draw to prayer, when he discovered 
a spring opened, as it were, in his spirit out of 
which ca.me a prayer "stream" full of unction, 
just as other Spirit-taught believers find God 
opens the Word to them for the ministry of 
teaching or preaching. 

It is only now in looking back over the seven 
yea.rs of prayer that followed this hour, that it is 
possible to see, (1) the purposes of God in this 
call ; (2) the equipment of the, chosen instrument 
for the fulfilment of those purposes ; a.nd (3) the 
issues to the Ohurch of Obrist that lay in 
obedience to the call. 

First, as to the purposes of God. These seem 
best summed up in the words of Isaiah, "Yea, 
truth fa.Heth . . . a.nd He saw that there was no 
man, a.nd He wondered that there wa.s no inter­
cessor . • . " (Isa.. lix. 15, 16) ; and the Word of 
the Lord through Ezekiel, " I sought for a. ma.n 
. . . that should . . . stand in the gap before Me 
for the land ... " (Ezek. xxii. 30). 

The demon-hosts of hell had swept upon the 
Ohurch a.wakened in the Revival, and truly there 
was "no man" who clearly realised the peril, to 
'' stand in the gap" before the Lord, with hands 
uplifted like Moses against the unseen foes 
whilst Israel battled in the plain. "Truth" 
was failing through the lying spirits counterfeit­
ing every truth of God, and there was "no inter­
cessor," for there were none who saw deeply 
into the depths of the realm of counterfe_it, and 
the basic ca.uses of giving ground to the 
Deceiver in this new peril of the Ohurch. 

Second, as to the equipment of the instrument 
It is clear that no believer oan pray beyond the 
measure of his knowledge. Each man's range of 
experience is therefore an asset to the whole 
Church, and a stewardship given to the man for 
the whole Church. The experience gained by 
the Lord's servant in the Revival in Wales was 
1,nique from the supernatural standpoint, not to 
speak of other aspects visible to the world of 
men. There was unveiled to him a rea.lm con­
cerning the subtle workings of the devil which 
became of the highest value asma.teria.l for prayer. 
Without this knowledge he could not have prayed 
so effectively, and herein we see the wisdom 
of God in choosing a man who having- suffered 
above his fellows was thereby equipped to pray 
for those who in the hour of the Ohurch's peril 
would be in abnormal suffering. 

This is borne out directly by the Scriptures, 
in which we are told that our Lord's fitness 
to be our High Priest lies in the fa.ct that " He 
wa.s tempted, in all points like a.s we a.re . • . " 
The measure of the Lord's experience on 
earth, because He drank the cup of sorrows to 
the dregs, is the measure of His ability to pray 
for us in heaven. Ah, what must the Lord know 
experimentally of the needs of the Ohurch; what 
must He see as He looks from His place of inter­
cession ; how He remembers what He suffered 
at Oa.lva.ry from friend and foe-all this was His 
preparation for prayer when· He entered upon 
His heavenly work of ma.king intercession for us. 

The intercession of Ghrist in heaven-accord­
ing to the Scriptures-does not do . away with 
the need of intercessors on earth; why, we cannot 
fully know until we join our Lord in heaven. 
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Thirdly, it is now, and only now, that we 
can see in clear perspective the issues to the 
Church of Christ that lay in the obedience of 
God's servant to the call. The dispensationa.l 
aspect is referred to in other papers* in this 
number. We speak now of the individual 
members of the Church of Christ. These will 
not know until they reach eternity what they 
have been saved from by this ministry of prayer. 
It has been no small thing for the Church of 
Christ to have one member with deep experience 
give himself wholly to prayer, with no persona.I 
desire to leave his hidden work for the more 
attractive service of ministering to the multitude. 

And this not only from the standpoint of 
prayer, but of stewardship on behalf of the Church. 
" As every man hath received the gift " he is 
called to " minister the same, one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of G?d."t 
Deep spiritual knowledge and deep expenence 
is a " gift " to be used for the Church. How ? 
Onvg b-q "p-eaching" ! ~la.¥. What is said in 
preachmg is of necessity limited by the measure 
of the hearers. A man may "preach" and have 
three ps.rts of his gift of knowledge unused. A 
man may" teach," and again have depths upon 
depths of experience unexpressed. But in 
PRAYER there is no limit. The inexpressible to 
man can.be expressed to God, and hence used to 
its utmost extent for others. The deeper the 
experience, the deeper the capacity and know­
ledge to pray, and hence the greater the results 
to God's people. 

Let us now see how the opened spring of 
prayer was developed, and used until it increased 
in volume, and became a deep strong stream, 
able to compa11s in prayer the needs of the whole 
Church, and in fellowship with God to under­
stand from Him what to ask, and to hold in 
faith for the universal Church. 

It was " developed " as every man develops 
some gift he discovers within him. First by 
obeying every "draw" in the spirit to prayer, 
and next by praying how to pray I e.g., e-yE:ry un­
nameable burden that came on the spmt was 
prayed over to discover what it meant for prayer. 
And prayer would be focussed upon the-at 
:first-unnameable " burden " until light would 
break, gleam by gleam, and its cause was kn~wn. 
Then by the lifting of the burden and the relief of 
spirit would be given the clue to its purport, and 
all this prayed over again until at la_st all c?"!lld 
be gathered up in~o on~ cl.ear defin.1te petition 
with assurance of its bemg m the mmd of God. 

Then every thought that ca.me to the mind 
was at once turned into prayer. Others seize 
"light" from God upon truth, or experience, 

• The cha.nge of the dispensa.tions, p. 199. "Wa;r on the Sa.in ts 
a.nd its dispensa.tiona.1 sigm:f!.oa.nce," p. 190. 

t l Pet. iv. 10. n. I Cf. Heb. v. 7. 

with the purpose of transmitting in Bible class. 
or preaching, but this servant of God eagerly. 
seized light as it came as fuel for prayer. 

"If I do not turn it into prayer I may lose it,•• 
he would say, and so he guarded against what. 
he called "leakage," in prayer, by allowing any 
thought in the mind, or burden, or pressure on 
the spirit, to escape his stewardship of prayer. 

By this daily and momentary giving of him­
self to co-work with the Holy Spirit in every 
spirit movement to pray, and every thought. 
given to the mind as knowkdge for prayer,. 
gradually his whole being was, so to speak, shut 
up to the prayer s~rvice. It took bis ;whole_ 
time, as other absorbmg work takes the time of 
other men. It became the one "engagement," 
and the one claim of his life. He was living in 
another world, occupied with service in the, 
unseen realm, and therefore he could only have. 
his spirit and mind free for outer things when 
God released him from this service of prayer, by 
his having nothing left to pray for, and he was, 
as he said, right up-to-date with bis "work" of 
prayer. 

And it was truly the "prayer of faith." God 
was Gon to this labourer in prayer (Col. iv. 12). 
The word of God was the "word of God," and 
hence to be trusted and acted upon implicitly. 
The basis of all this prayer was FAITH: e.g., faith 
that as some spiritual knowled~e was gi~e.n to. 
him and he prayed that others m the spmtual. 
Oh~ch should be given that light, those needing 
that light would be given it wherever they were; 
and even if they did not get it consciously, they· 
would be prepared by prayer for that truth when. 
it reached them in the Providence of God. 

This explains why the book "War on the 
Saints" was so quickly understood by those w~o­
needed its light. First, because .all the truths m 
the Book came from light on experience obtained 
by prayer, and secondly because all in n~ed of 
that light were prepared by prayer t<? receive the 
light long before the _book was published .. The, 
book itself may be sa1d to be full of truth m the 
germ. The terse statements summed up con­
clusions arrived at by exhaustive prayer, and 
proved by testing their effective working. 

Then, through the knowledge already gained 
of the deep workings of the kingdom of darkness,. 
all the ramifications of those workings were 
dealt with in prayer, asking exposure. and 
destruction on the ground of the Calvary ~ctory 
of the Son of God. Every known possible counter­
feit by demons of what God does and can do, was. 
prayed through in deta.il; every known need of the · 
children of God, for light and deliver~ce ; e!ery 
phase of truth branching out from what 1s descnbed. 
as "germ truth" was dealt with in prayer-open­
ings out of truth not possible to give in the, 
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compass of the volume, concerning the workings 
of the kingdom of darkness, and the way of 
victory over them by the children of God. The 
terse directions, too, given in the book to those 
who found themselves in the net of the deceiver, 
were all obtained and tried and proved in the 
crucible of prayer. They were not "Saul's 
armour," but of the make of David's sling-stones, 
wielded with sure faith in what grew to be a 
"prayer-war" against the forces of Satan. 

Thii:; prayer-work lasted, without intermission, 
for seven years, for even at night, he says, he 
fell asleep praying, and awoke in the morning 
with his spirit an,d mind alert for dealing with 
God. In deep spiritual isolation the work was 
done, with a crucifixion in the personal life that 
few could endure, or understand. Alone and 
misjudged, or his work not understood, the 
faithful intercessor ploughed on. Tenacity of 
will would not have sufficed to enable this 
prayer-labourer to hold on year after year, with 
all outer things, both painful and pleasant, 
made subservient to his trust. He himself says 
that he had, no choice, from the standpoint of 
the suffering in his spirit when the burden 
upon it was unrelieved by prayer. Others saw 
and bore witness to the marks of the Divine 
source of the prayers. No human mind could 
have conceived them, for they were Divinely 
inspired, as if the spirit was in perpetual com­
munion with God, catching His mind concerning 
men and things, long before it reached the outer 
world-and reached even many children of God. 

All this is reasonable when viewed from a 
spiritual standpoint. Apart from any special call 
to prayer, any believer who walks with God so 
closely as to keenly watch and discern every 
movement of His Spirit, and do this year after 
year as the one thing, must of necessity become 
"quick of scent" in the fear of the Lord, and 
quick in understanding the ways of God. 

This fact explains, too, why this servant. of 
God seemed to require so little outside informa­
tion for prayer. God le.id upon him the need 
oftimes before the exterior knowledge reached 
him, and thus came a.bout what had been thought 
his " extraordinary " prevision. Elijah, as a 
man of prayer, knew in his spirit the mind of 
God for Isra.l!l, and prayed what God purposed 
for the land. · 

In like manner the issues of that call to prayer 
which began so simply in 1907 show that this 
servant of God has been a man who " stood in 
the gap " age.inst the onrush of counterfeiting 
demons upon the spiritual section of the Church. 
And now that that tide upon the Church has 
subsided;* and the outbreak of lying spirits is 

e.g., & "tide" of the Holy S'l>irit breaks forth &ud subsides, 
with results rem&ining in iudlvidu&ls. So & "tide " from file 
pit rushes forth &ud subsides, le&ving some nuder its power. 

raging in the outer world of men, this prayer­
labourer is still engaged in prayer, but prayer, 
it may be ~a.id, of a. different form, ~.e., n~t 
directed agamst the hosts of darkness m th~ir 
counterfeiting onslaught on the Church, but 1~ 
their workings in the world of men, e.g., in th~ir 
raging among the nations as war-demons ; m 
their work in tha Papal church as the " Babylon" 
of the apocalypse ; in Spiritism as lea.ding men 
away from God-in brief, PBAYER as it concerns 
the CLOSE of the old Dispensation and the open­
ing of the new, the adjusting of the nations, the 
return of the Jews to their land, and all God's 
programme as set forth in the Scriptures. 

The outstanding characteristic which over­
shadows all others in Evan Roberts, is his 
manifest ANCHOR WITHIN THE VEIL--the inevit­
able result of a, life of perpetual prayer. Thus 
" anchored," no tumult, or touch of the rushing 
twentieth century spirit seems to move him. 

"Prayer," he says," is a. definite transaction 
with God "-a committal to Him of everything 
as it arises ; and once committed, or " pra.yed 
over," that thing, whether it be work of demons 
or sin of men, untoward circumstances, or per­
sonal trouble, is transferred to God to deal with 
according to His will. And from that moment 
of "committal" the believer who really commits, 
has no further care ; faith-true living faith­
rests on God's faithfulness, and is not concerned 
or disturbed by exterior things. Faith, anchored 
in God, holds steady, and, as a rope to an anchor 
pulls a tossing ship to safety, compels the 
" things seen " to give place to the things eternal. 

This is visibly true in this man of prayer. 
Once anything is "prayed over" he is as un­
disturbed as if it did not exist, for it means that 
he is no longer carrying the responsibility ; it is 
placed upon God, and then if " hurry " or 
" tumult " comes " it has been prayed over " is 
enough for calm. 

Let any believer live like this for years, and 
there will come upon him, too, the stam}? of the 
eternal ; impetuosity of speech and action will 
subside ; the fever of ha.ate in manner. and ga.it 
will pass away. The" anchor" will hold even 
when the nations are shaken, and no spot of 
peace on earth can be found. 

Finally, in lifting the veil in the last issue of 
the Overcomer, from the prayer ministry which 
initiated the paper ; obtained in prayer truths 
set forth in its pages, and steered it through the 
opposing forces of darkness ; we would sa.y that 
we have sought to write the brief story in words of 
truth and soberness, that others may understand 
also how to give themselves to prayer in this 
hour of. need-and know how their knowledge 
can be turned into prayer for the relief of their 
9wn spirits, and the hastening of the Lord's return. 
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"War on the Saints." 
A brief review of its dispensational significance. 

THE last issue of the Overcomer cannot go 
forth without a renewed testimony to the 
truths in this book, and a brief review of 

what it has meant to the spiritual Church dispen­
sationally, and individually since its publication 
in October, 1912. 

We say dispensationally, because it is impossible 
to get a true spiritual perspective at the present 
time unless we read the events of the last decade 
from a dispensational view point. It is the 
difference understood by men of the world as 
existing between " thinking locally " and " think­
ing imperially," e.g., between viewing everything 
in Britain as relating to a certain locality, or in 
relation to a world-wide Empire. 

That the issue of "War on the Saints" had a 
dispensational significance can be seen if it be 
considered in relation to the WELSH REVIVAL 
and as a sequence to it, for the Revival meant 
more than a "Revival in Wales," because of 
the " Time of the End " in which it appeared. 

The prophetical events occurring before the 
eyes of an astonish.,ed world to-day, confirm the 
fact clearly seElxrby those who watch the dis­
pensational workings of God, that the Revival 
which broke out in Wales "in 1904 had a dispen­
sational significance, and was actually, speaking 
in a general sense, the beginning of the period in 
which God set His Hand to close up the 
Christian dispensation. The first act of God in 
this work of closure was to open heaven and 
pour out upon the Church* a tide of the Spirit 
of God parallel to the Pentecost which opened 
the transitional+ early stage of the Christian dis­
pensation ;t a Divine revivifying of life which 

• Always meaning in this paper the spiritual and not the professing 
Church of many denominations. 

t That the Pentecostal period was a transitional stage between the 
Jewish and Christian dispensations, In which the one overlapped the 
-other seems clear. 

t The Greek word translated dispensation signifies the 
.act of administering. It is a compound word made up of 
oikos (a house) and ,iemo (to deal out as a housekeeper, to 
dispense). In English it is used in the word economy. 
In Luke xvi. 2-4, it is rendered stewardship; in I Cor. 
ix. 17; Ephes. i. 10; iii. 2, 9 (R.v.); Col. i. 25, and 
1 Tim. i. 4 (R.v.) it is rendered "dispensation." Truth 
belonging to one dispensation, may be set aside in a later 
dispensation, e g., the dispensation of law is displaced by 
the dispensation of grace. Certain rites enjoined upon 
Israel under law are set aside and called " weak and 
beggarly elements" in the dispensation of grace. (See 
Gal. iv. 8-u, v. 1-3, vi. 12-16). A truth being called 
" dispensational " means that it is specifically applicable 
to a certain period of the administration of God in His 
dealings with the Church and the world.-Ft"om Dispen­
sation4l Truth, by C. H. Welch, published by F. P. 
Brininger, 4 Spratt Hall· Road, Snaresbrook, London, 
N.E. (3/6 net). 

would sweep throughout the Body of Christ, and 
its members in all parts of the world, and quicken 
it into a living organism, preparatory for ascen­
sion to meet the Lord at His coming. -----. 

To understand what is meant by this statement; 
we need to keep the view point of the Body of 
Christ as a whole, so constantly set forth by the 
Apostle Paul, as a spiritual organism, in which 
each member has received imparted Divine life 
(cf. especially 1 Cor. xii. 12-27). ·1 his is the 
"Church" Paul perpetually speaks about, and 
for which he toiled and laboured. He had the 
universal vision of the man who sees all things 
from the Divine standpoint. True, be said that 
be laboured to be able to present "each man full 
grown in Christ," but it is " the Church " be 
yearns over, and for whom he is ready to fill up 
the afflictions of Christ. This " Church " is the 
SPIRITUAL ORGANISM of a. new creation-a 
heavenly body, consisting only of the born-ones 
of God (Scofield). This is the "Church" that 
Christ gave Himself for, and which is the full­
nesi; of Him that filleth all in all; and this is the 
" Church " which God poured forth His Spirit 
to awaken in 1904, and which was awakened 
throughout the world, as the power of God 
moved forth from Wales.* 

The dispensational significance of the Revival 
in 1904 meant the arousing and revivifying of 
those who, throughout the world, formed the 
members of the invisible organism called Christ's 
Body. The ones united to Him as the Head, 
who after belng purged with fire were to share 
HisThrone, whilst He dealt in judgment with the 
world. The conversion of sinners was not the 
primary purpose of God in the 1904 Revival­
although sinners are always " converted " when 
the " Church " is awakened. THE PURPOSE WAS 
·01SPENSATI0NAL. 1904 seems to have been the 
beginning of the decade allotted by God for the 
awakening, maturing and preparation of those 
who belonged to the Body of Christ-all in view 
of ultimate Translation. But more bad to be done 
than the quickening of the Hotly. It had not 
only to be matured, and brought to full growth, 
but all its members had to be purified by fire 
through fiery trial, not only to purge away dross, 
but to test and prepare one and the other for 
their places in the new government of the 
Coming Reign of Christ. 

For this supreme fiery test of overcomers fitted 
• The writer had p·ersonal experience of this, for she was two 

hundred miles away when the tide of the Spirit broke forth in Wales. 
but it reached her in tlu •firit apart from any human voice, and llfted 
her spirit Into a plane o spiritual life in spirit, soul and body, not 
reached before. 
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to share the Throne, there came-permitted by 
the sovereign Word of God-the avalanche of 
demons to assault and overwhelm the Church. 
The-ones who were to reign must overcome as 
Christ overcame, not only sin, but the world and 
Satan. They must overcome as He overcame. 
The opened heavens was followed by the wilder­
ness in the Lord's experience, and so it must be 
with the awakened born-ones of God. 

Then came seven years of " War on the 
Saints " by the demon hosts of hell ; and truly 
Spirit filled believers throughout the spiritual 
Church were plunged into untold and indescrib­
able tribulation. Every truth of God they had 
known was laid hold of by the wily foe and so 
misinterpreted as to beguile many into the nets 
of the deceiver. The very foundations of all 
they had believed were shaken. They were left 
with nought to rest upon but the Faithful God, 
and the unshakeable Rock of His Word. 

It was a dispensatianal warfare because following 
a dispensational outpouring of the Spirit, and a 
dispensational onrush of demons upon the true 
born-ones of God. A warfare belonging to the 
Time of the End, therefore pn;ctically unknown, 
and unprepared for in the literature of the Church, 
although clearly to be discovered in the Word 
of God when the time of the end had come. 

At the end of seven years the book" War on 
the Saints " appeared, brought forth by the 
travail of the tribulation of those years, a true 
and precise Text-book, exposing the tactics of the 
demon hosts, with the way of deliverance for 
those who had been entangled in their snares. 

The Book was welcomed at once by those 
who knew the peril of the hour, and others who 
found in it an answer to their need. Then, just 
as the tide of the Spirit reached those for 
whom God bad specially sent it, so the Book 
bearing the light His oppressed children needed, 
was guided by Him to the ones for whom it was 
written, and in twelve short months the first edition 
was well-nigh exhausted. Letter after letter 
poured in upon the writers during this year (1913) 
confirming from every view point the precise 
exactitude of its statements, not only in depicting 
the experiences of many of the most spiritual 
children of God, but the effectiveness of the 
weapons for victory placed before them. 

Dispensationally the Book was in sequence to 
the Revival of 1904, and dispensatianally it ante­
dated the Translation Message given in October, 
1913, just one year after its issue We have no 
space to record the multitudinous ways in which 
was manifested the intense and bitter opposition 
of the evil spirit beings to the book and its 
writers, but the Spirit of God restrained their 
!!'age until rhe truth had reached the ones for 
whom it was given, and THEN the storm of the 

terrible ones broke forth, shaking even the 
world of men. For seven years the mighty 
weapon of prayer bad been wielded directly 
against the kingdom of darkness, and one year 
sufficed for the Spirit of God to press forth the 
knowledge gained in the prayer-battle, and then 
came the breaking through the withstanding 
hosts of evil, into the plane of Translation. The 
storm of the terrible ones at once began. The 
week of the Advent Mess.age witnessed such 
events in the world that it was called the 
" Black Week."* 

The decade of years-transitional years­
allotted by God for the spiritual preparation of 
the Body of Christ for ascension, now seems to 
be o'er, and that we have entered the period in 
which He will deal in judgment with the world. 
The'' Church" period of fiery tribulation appears 
to have ended. 

Many pages would not suffice to lift the veil 
from what the Book has meant to individual 
members of the Church of Christ. We have 
published a few of the letters received, chosen 
with a view of giving light to our readers on the 
theme of the Book, and we have only space now 
for the followin_g, written by Missionaries in a 
heathen land, and typical of the many Spirit­
filled servants of God who have been released 
from the oppression of the enemy, through the 
light given in its pages. 

A Missionary writes under date of June, 1914: 
When I saw the book I was at first afraid to read it 

... but I dared to read it now, feeling it must only be of 
the Lord. God opened my eyes to see the truths revealed 
there .... Gradually, as I read on, God, by His Spirit, 
pierced right into my soul and spirit, and I now under­
stand ... why this conflict, depression, darkness, and 
failure in work. Day by day it is more and more unfolded. 
I have stood for a long time now on Rom. vi. II, Rev. 
xii. II, and James iv. 7, and known victory over sin, but 
no blessing that one knows of anywhere in souls, more 
than that some have been influenced, but no out and out 
definite decisions. I have cried to the Lord to be shown 
where the wrong is--whether working on wrong lines or 
plans .... I have told the Lord I have done all I can, and 
I have wondered why, after such full surrender to Him, 
He has not done more, for it has seemed I had to do so 
much. Oh, the oppression and persecution of the enemy. 

Now I understand why the souls are not brought in; 
why the money does not come in; why on all sides we 
seem hindered, stopped ..•• There are souls all around 
bound by sin and the devil, but have not known how to 
deliver. The growing conviction has been with me, 

• Writing from memory, the following were some of 
the notable disasters which occurred. In Wales the 
Ssnhenydd Colliery disaster ; the collapse of a Zeppelin in 
the North Sea.; the burning of a liner in mid-ocean; the 
wreck of an express in Liverpool; a railway accident in 
Lo11don ; and in Russia so many railway disasters that a 
special commission of enquiry was appointed--all occur­
ring within the one week. 
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"There must be something wrong "--either we are 
working on wrong lines or something is not right. . . • I 
have had cases of devil possession, which I have recog­
nised as such, come for healing as ordinary medical 
cases, and with a sense of my own ignorance, and a feel­
ing that I ought to be able to help, I have said, "No, I 
cannot help you." We have sought to lead them to the 
One who can heal such, but no results. . . . 

My eyes are indeed opened now, and all the outlook 
has changed. All one's methods must be changed-:­
mine are changed already. I have been quick over this, 
for I have lost so much time all the years spent in fruit­
lessness. If only I had known all this when I came to 
this land, what it would have meant. Oh, the decep­
tion I have been led into • . , but I have told the Lord 
I set myself to go through with Him. I have felt it best 
to stop a bit until I see my way clear to work to advan­
tage, so I have just GIVEN THE TIME TO GET TO tJNDER­

STAND, and the Lord is unfolding, bit by bit. 
I read the boo in three days the first time. I felt I 

must go through and know the worst, and get right. l 
have prayed over it continually for light as I read, and 
now I am taking it the second time more slowly. I am 
like one taken into an armoury before a battle and shown 
the weapons, also shown the foe, but have only just 
begun to " prove " them and the strength of the foe. 

Another Missionary writes :-
". . . On submitting myself to our doctors for examin­

ation they found that I was partially paralysed on one 
side, and suffering from neuritis. They took a very grave 
view of my case, one of them telling me privately that I 
was "likely to be worse before J.-was better." My 
friends all seemed to think that my work as a missionary 
was at an end. I was sent away from the field and 
ordered to take complete rest, to seek isolation as far as 
possible, denying all visitors. Then for nearly two 
years I was laid aside as an invalid. Towards the 
end of the two years I began to feel the benefit of the 
long rest, and felt able to take up the work again. The 
doctors were doubtful, but agreed to let me test myself. 
I did so by taking up villag evangelisation, and after 
two or three months of this submitted myself to the 
doctors for inspection, the result being that they told me 
that I was threatened with another attack of my trouble, 
but that if I was very careful, and avoided all energy in 
speaking, singing, or preach ng, that I might be allowed 
to work away in a quiet way, and that they would give 
me some drugs to help me. 

• ; . My mind was much occupied all this long time 
with the "WHY" of a this experience. Was it all 
purely natural ? or was there a spiritual reason at the 
bottom of it ? I could reach no conclusion on this ques­
tion, though I prayed and thought over it much. After 
leaving the doc ors, and going back to my village work I 
began to read" War on the Saints," which I had ordered 
from home some months before, and which only now 
arrived. As I ree.d I began to be convinced that in this 
book I would find an answer to my" Why." I could 
feel that Evan Roberts was here giving his readers the 
benefit of all his years of deep spiritual experience, and 
was warning us off some of the uncharted rocks he had 

met with himself, and as I read what he had to say about: 
the " ground" of possession, I began to go carefully 
back over my life to see just in how many ways and at. 
what times I· had given " grc;:>und " which allowed evil, 
spirits to_ afflict me, and tum me aside from work. I 
found many things, but also found the one thing which, 
had led me to my present experience. 

[Some years back] I was given a place of some pro­
minence as a missionary • . . this led to a fear of 
spiritual pride taking hold of me, I then entered into a 
covenant with God, as I thought, that I would be willing 
to remain absolutely in the background, would be willing: 
never even to know whether I was being used or not, if 
God would only make me one of His chosen ones to pre­
pare His people for THE COMING. This was where I 
gave ground, and opportunity to the evil spirit. I was 
brought to absolute conviction on this point, and acting 
on the advice given in" War on the Saints," I took back 
this and all other ground, and in the Name of Jesus. 
" resisted the devil." The drugs from the doctor reached 
me at this time, but instead of using them I put them in, 
the bottom of my trunk, determined to fight it out on 
spiritual grounds. The result was that I was made, 
whole .•.. I can conduct a full month's mission, three­
meetings a day, and use all the energy I possess, and yet: 
not be ill as the result. After the doctors had kept their· 
eyes on me for some months without saying anything,. 
one of them said, "You look like your old self again,. 
how do you account for it?" Then I confessed to having. 
the medicine he had given me still in my possession 
untouched, and that the Lord Himself had healed me· 
• . . and for the last nine or ten months my fellow­
workers can see that am quite alright again, and that I: 
am getting results at every mission I conduct ..•• " 

Many similar letters are reaching us at the 
present time from believers un,,eachable, and un-­
helped by ordinary means, and other aspects of 
truth. " At a time of fierce conflict, the book 
came," writes another under date, November 
15th, 1914, and "God let me take weeks to study· 
and apply its truths .•. and I got victory and 
deliverance ..• "* 

With inexpressible gratitude to God we give· 
thanks for every one of His children set free by 
His grace through the message sent forth-not to• 
the "ninety and nine'' believers of earlier growth,. 
but to the lonely souls who have pressed on with. 
God beyond their fellows, and found themselves . 
in perilous places in the supernatural realm. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Ohrist be with you all. 
• This writer says that at the time the book came he 

was labouring under fear that he had "consump­
tion," but realising that it was from a murdering spint. 
he resisted the " symptoms " as from demons. Later he · 
had a medical examination when he was told he had a 
"pair of well-developed lungs." Would that all the. 
phases of demon-suggestions and attacks on the spiritual 
children of God at this time could be exposed. The· 
correspondence resulting from "War on the Saints" would 
be a revelation, and a deliverance to thousands who do not 
know their condition. We pray God to permit us whilst 
He tarries, to more widely send forth the light He bas 
given us.-Ed. 
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The Change of the Vispensations. 
Some Light on the Present U pheaoal in the World. 

NO wonder the conflict of the present time 
is great, for it is over the CHANGE oF 
THE DISPENSATIONS. So to speak, we 

are in the throes of the "burial" of the Old 
Dispensation, and the birth of the New. 

In the New Age of the Millennium, Satan 
and his principalities and powers will be con­
fined in the abyss. When the Dragon is laid 
hold of and cast into the abyss, it goes without 
saying that all his hosts and emissaries go there 
with him. He is t4e Apollyon, the prince of 
the demons, through whom he carries out his 
world-wide work of deception, therefore it is 
said that when this is done HE will " deceive the 
nations no more, until ... " 

The New Millennial Age will not have fully 
dawned until the casting of the Deceiver into 
the abyss becomes an accomplished fact. It is 
potentially a fact already in the purpose of God, 
but it remains to be wrought out by the effective 
operations of the Spirit of God, hastening all 
the other events which antedate this hour, 
dreaded with terror and fear by the Satanic 
forces of the air. 

The present upheaval. 
The present great upheaval in the world of 

men indicates that these events are even now 
hastening toward their climax. The first 
event in order of time concerns the Church of 
God, for at any moment the signal may be 
heard by the ready and watching saints, 
announcing that the Glorified Man of Calvary 
has arrived at the foreordained place in the air 
just above our planet, and they-with the saints 
raised from the dead-will ascend to meet Him. 
All unknown to the world will be set up in this 
place in the heavens His Judgment Seat (2 Cor. 
v. 10; 1 Cor. iii. 13-15), where He will judge 
His saints, make the awards, and make known 
to His prepared ones their places in the Millen­
nial Kingdom (Rom. viii. 17). 

ON THE EARTH foretold days of tribulation 
will be hastening toward the climax of the 
Armageddon. IN THE AIR the ascended ones will 
be gathered in the presence of the Lord, render­
ing account of their work, presenting to Him 
the souls they have won for Him (Phil. ii. 16 ; 
Col. i. 28 ; Heb. xiii. 17), and generally being 
made ready for accompanying Him (Col. iii. 4, 
Rev. xix. 14) when the hour comes for the out­
shining of His presence to the world ( 2 Thess. i. 
7, 8)-the hour when the hidden glory in the air 
will break through the clouds veiling it from the 
earth, annulling the anti-Christ with a breath 
(2 Thess. ii. 8). 

On earth during the period of the Tribulation 
the world of men will be shaken by the 
judgments which-to. the world-will be the 
consequence of the Presence of the Lord in the 
air. To the saints with the Lord-light and 
glory ; to the people on earth-darkness and 
trouble and sorrow, days of gloominess and 
bitterness.* From time to time various com­
panies of saints who were not ready for the first 
Rapture, disappear from the earth and join 
their fellows in the Presence of the Lord (Rev. · 
vii. 14), until all the redeemed are at last safely 
gathered unto Him-all made white and tried in 
"tribulation "-tribnlation before the first Rap­
ture, or in the Great Tribulation out · of which 
come the after companies that ascend to Him. 

Then will come the moment when on earth 
the Armageddon battle reaches its climax, the 
Presence of the Lord will burst forth in glory 
as the rightful King of the world ; the devil that 
deceived the nations, and drove them on into­
mad revolt against God, is seized and cast into 
the abyss ; the Millennial Reign of Christ in 
Glory is established. 

The climax has come. 
We have said that these events, so crudely 

summarised here, are even now hastening· 
toward completion. In truth we are already at 
the climax in the unseen realm, of the change 
of the dispensations. We have been in the­
overlapping of them for some years. The­
Morning Star, the rising of the Sun of Righteous­
ness into the blaze of the Day of God, has arisen. 
in the hearts of many of the children of God in. 
the last years. In the Church many are being , 
prepared for the Rapture-perhaps all+ who are 
truly members by Divine birth of the Body of 
Christ-and great preparations in the invisible. 
realm are taking place, . working toward the 
casting of Satan into the abyss. The vast forces. . 
of the Deceiver are being disturbed and dis­
lodged from their hiding places among men. 
The upheaval in the world of men, is the out-. 
come of a still greater upheaval in the aerial 

· heavens. 
The Change of Dispensations means not only 

the coming about of a great event for the Church, 
and a great event for the earth, but a great event 
/01' the evil jorces of Satan. 

Calvary was a great pivotal event of unpar­
alleled importance in heaven, on earth, and in 

,. Govett points out the similarity of these two effects of the Pre­
sence of the Lord, to the pillar of cloud and lire which accompanied 
the Israelites. 

t They who will be " left " may be only those who are pro/,wmsg 
Christians, having mental knowledge of the g_ospel, which will break. 
forth into Ufe, when the true" born-ones" of Goa (Scolield)are gone. 
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hell-a climax of ages. From heaven the 
unfallen angels looked and saw the God-Man 
crucified ; on earth the fallen race of man was 
redeemed ; in bell the spirit beings of evil, with 
their prince, knew that at last they were 
defeated, and in due time would have to retire 
from the world they had corrupted and ruined 
(John xii. 31 ; xvi. II), · 

The Second Advent of the Lord* from heaven 
is the next pivotal event of unparalleled import 
in heaven, on earth, and in hell-again a climax 
of centuries. Froni heaven the unfallen angels 
will see the God-Man made King of the earth, 
with His Calvary redeemed ones around Him; 
on earth the world of men will acknowledge that 
He is Lord and Christ ; in hell the prince of 
darkness and his host will know that their time 
has come at last to be cast into the abyss. 

The Satanic hosts displaced. 
Satan and his hosts were conquered at the 

Cross by the death of the God-Man, but they 
were not then displaced from tke air. Now the 
hour has come for the cleansing of the earth 
and the heavens from his presence, and that of 
his wicked hosts. Therefore Satan at the pre­
sent time is in "great rage," because his time is 
short. Not great rage because he is defeated 
and resisted by any believer, but because he is on 
the eve of Ms exit Jrom tke world in_tcJ tke ab.rss. 
The principalities and powers of evil are bemg 
turned out of their place in the air preparatory 
to their being cast into the pit. There is agita­
tion and terror and rage among them. (Compare 
Matt. viii. 29.) They "shudder" at the fate 
that awaits them (Luke viii. 31; James ii. 19, 
R.v.). Whatever they have lost before has been 
persons and places and things, but now it means 
their own removal from the earth for a thousand 

' years. Victory has hitherto meant the taking 
of souls from their grasp-the deliverance of 
believers from their power-now it means the 
victory of displacement from their rea;n_i in 
the air. There will be no more "spmtual 
wickednesses in high places " when they are in 
the abyss. Whilst they roam on earth seeking 
rest in the bodies of human beings (see Matt. 
xii. 43-45), they can wreak their vengeance on 
man and fight aga:inst God, but when in the 
abyss they are smitten and cannot give a. blow. 
Then "they cannot touch the sinner, :&or per­
secute the saint," in the Millennium. 

No wonder there is great upheaval on the 
earth, because of the great upheaval in the aerial 
heavens. Consider what the conflict on Calvary 

• This expression covers the whole period of events mean~ by_ the 
Second Advent, i.e., the invisible Coming of the Lord for };11s s~ts, 
and Its last and glorious manifestation at the close of the Tnbulation ; 
when " every eye shall see Him;" anti-Christ is blasted and annulled, 
the Satsnlc forces are cast Into the abyss, and the Lord takes the 
Throne. 

meant to the God-Man: Think of His agony 
and bloody sweat, His Cross and Passion as He 
became Atonement for the sins of the whole 
world, and thus defeated Satan. (Col. ii. r4, r5.) 
Think of the darkness of the evil host covering 
the land, think of the rent rocks, the earthquake, 
and the other stupendous phenomena accompany­
ing His death, when He cried with a loud voice, 
"It is Finished." (c.f. Matt. xxvii. 50-53.) 

What must be the upheaval now throughout 
the world, as in the unseen realm the defeated 
hosts of Satan are being stirred and moved in 
anticipation of the,moment of their exit. 

Yes, we are nearer and nearer to the most 
momentous events of the world's history. The 
invisible spiritual warfare which has been 
declared in the pages of the Overcomer as existing, 
and increasing in intensity during the last decade, 
is now being made visible to men. Wh~t has 
been felt in spirit, and forewarned to the children 
of God is now being felt by the wider circle of 
God's people. 

The change of the dispensations has been in 
progress for ten years. Samuel, the prophet, 
knew of the Divine closure of Saul's government 
when he said to Saul " The Lord hath rent the 
kingdom from thee this day ... " (1 Sam. xv. 
28.) But Samuel and the new King David 
waited seven years before the Lord's closure of 
the government of Saul was made manifest to 
all men. The deposing of the prince of this 
world and his principalities and powers, took 
place at Calvary, but it is in like manner being 
wrought out by tne---w!ost High who ruleth over 
all. A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IS !AKING PLACE 

-from the diabolical rulers of this darkness to 
the heavenly government of the Lord and of 
His Christ. 

Believers who have recognised and shared in the 
prayer-warfare will find that they have been the 
spiritual pioneers of the New Age. . 

Now heaven alone is the City of Refuge for 
the Church. No "universal peace" that is 
lasting can come until at the climax of Arma­
geddon the ~dnce of _Peace ~11 vi~ibly appear 
with His armies of samts behmd Him, and then 
-and not until then-the "nations will learn 
war no more." 

There cannot be any further resting-place on 
earth for the citizens of heaven. The pressure 
on the spirits of the spiritu8:l at the pres~nt ti~e, 
is caused by the foreshadowmg of the Tribulation 
troubles even now gathering strength, and he~d 
back only until the saints. ascend to meet their 
Lord in the air. 

Let the Warfare saints take their place in 
heaven (Col. iii. 3), as they foresee coming on 
the world nothing but the " time of trouble such 
as never was ... " (Dan. xii. 1). 
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The Man of Calvary in Isaiah Fifty-three. 
Expiation by Blood (iv.)* 

We eaniestly commend to ou'Y 'Yeaders t~e foll~wi11g messa_g1 
on Isaiah liii., and pray them to 'Yead it again a,!d agan,, 
until it has been fully assimulated by hea'Yt a11d mm~. We 
wisli that it could be snit f o'Yth iii millio11s as a leaflet . in these 
d&ys of apostacy from the gospel of siibstitution.-ED. 

T. HE Law bore up before the universe the 
figure of a slaughtered Lamb: now we find 
that the Prophets, approaching nearer the 

reality, unveil a sacrjficed M~, though 3: Man 
who in the very heart of their prophecy, 1s as a 
lamb led to the slaughter. Israel is sometimes 
called the Servant of Jehovah ; but never, as 
here (Isa. liii. 12), "my righteous servant"; and 
in Zechariah iii. 8, it is obvious that " my servant 
the Branch" is Messiah. So all early Jewish 
rabbis expound, including the age in wliich inspjred 
prophets revealed the mind of God on the wntten 
Word. Even the Targum has: ";Behold, my 
servant the Messiah" (Isa. lii. 13); for seventeen 
hundred years the Jews beheld the ~essiah in 
Isaiah's portrait ; and only under mtolerable 
pressure from the Christian Church did they 
abandon (about n50 A.D.) an interpretation 
until then universal in the Synagogue. Nor 
would a Tew familiar wit~ atone~ent !hro_ugh 
blood find any intellectual difficulty m a v1canous 
Sufferer. So also the Church for eighteen 
centuries has identified the portrait : only a few 
doubters of pure prophecy and blood-atonement 
have, like the Jew, found in it another face than 
that of the Messiah. But these fifteen verses 
(Isa. lii. 13-liii.), written, as all are agreed, at 
least centuries before Christ, could not have 
been suggested by His life : the life ~id not 
suggest the portrait, though the portrait co:11d 
(by miraculous inspiration) forecast the hfe. 
For two and a half 1nille11niums Synagogue t:nd 
C liurch have identified Jehovah's Servant as Messiah. 

The Portrait of Christ b, Isaiah. 
But God has left us in no manner of doubt. 

The portrait consists of fifteen verses divided 
into five sections of three verses each : every one 
of these jive se~tions is dir_ectly applied to ~hrist by 
the Holy Spint. In section one (Isa. 111. 13-15) 
Paul identifies the message of the servant sent 
to ignorant nations as the go?d news concerning 
Christ delivered to the Gentiles (Rom. xv. 21); 
in section two (Isa. liii. 1-3) John finds in Israe1's 
refusal of Jesus the direct fulfilment of the 
Prophet's unbroken cry concerning unbelief 
(John xii. 38); in section three (Isa. liii. 4-6) 
Matthew recognises in Christ's healing miracles 

• This striking series of articles on the vicarious Atonement of 
Christ, bi, D. M. Panton, may be obtained in pamphlet form (price 
6d., post free 7d.) from Holness, 13/14 Paternoster Row, London. 

the Servant· who was to carry our sicknesses, 
and to exhaust Himself with our healing (Matt. 
viii. 17); in section four (Isa. liii. 7-9) Philip, 
full of the Holy Ghost, and speaking ~der :E:Iis 
direct command, answers the Eunuch s question 
on the identity of the S~-~vant by " preach!ng 
unto him Jesus " (Acts vm. 32); an~ m section 
five (Isa. liii. 10-12) Mark discloses m the two 
robbers the transgressors with whom Jehovah's 
Servant was to be catalogued (Mark xv. 28). In 
every section our Lord's degradation is named, 
thus puncturing the photograph, so to speak, 
with the five wounds of the cross ; and so 
peculiar is the Prop~ecy_ tha~ if it w:as not ful­
filled in Jesus Christ, it will reqwre another 
Calvary, and another ascension to the seat of 
Deity, to fulfil it : so that in no case can we 
escape the vicarious suffering and th_e blood­
atonement predicted; nor even so can it be ful­
filled, for five times the Holy Ghost has already 
rivetted the portrait upon Jesus. 

Our Lord Himself has cut away the last foot­
hold of doubt. He who, on the way to Emmaus, 
unfolded " in all the Scriptures "-the Old 
Testament-" the things concerning Himself,. 
(Luke xxiv. 27), on the way to Cal_vary_ numbered 
Isaiah fifty-three among the'!!.' fastenmg, i~ not the 
most grievous (as Isa. lm. 10), certamly the 
most galling, clause upon Himself. "For I say 
unto you that this which is· written must be ful­
filled IN ME, And He was reckoned with trans­
gressors : for that which concerneth Me bath an 
end " (Luke· xxii. 37) : all Old Testament types 
and prophecies are rivers which empty them­
selves in the ocean of Christ. Thus om Lqrd 
expected nothing less th~ th~ fulfilt?ent of 
Isaiah, word for word: He identified Himself as 
the suffering Servant of Jehovah : He in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know­
ledge, Whose words are " spirit " and " life," 
Who is the Truth, God manifest in the flesh, 
says that Isaiah spake of Him. 

The Vicarious Suffering of Christ. 
Now it is critical to the whole Gospel that in 

this " central, deepest, and loftiest utterance 
that the Old Testament, outstripping ittself, ever 
achieved," Messiah appears, not as Lawgiver, 
Teacher, Conqueror, or King, but as the 
supreme, lonely, and awful Sufferer of etemio/, 
with a sorrow that has had no equal, and, m 
some of its ingredients, no likeness. Imme­
diately after the vision of enthroned Deity, 
" exalted, lifted up, and very high "-exp~es­
sions confined by Isaiah to the Godhead (Isa. vi. 1. 
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!vii. 15)-we are suddenly confronted with a 
xi n_~. of shocked an~ horrified spectators (cf. Luke 
xxm. 48), "astomed at His visage, so marred 
more ~han any man" (Isa. Iii. 14): sweating 
blood m the face, lacerated by the thorns in the 
face, struck on the face (Luke xxii. 64), spat 
upon in the face (Matt. xxvi. 67), with hair 
plucked from the face (Isa. 1. 6), and convulsed 
·in the face with death agonies until [the] dark­
·ness veiled it all-no form was ever so mean 
.and abject, no visage so fearfully marred. But 
why ? An inexorable dilemma impales us. 
Either His sinlessness must be denied, or the 
vicarious nature of His suffering must be ack­
:nowledged ; either we must esteem Him justly 
smitten of God, as Cain or Korah, or else behold 
in Him One who "had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in His mouth," whose abject 
.meanness and despicable sorrow was for us. 

But God has decided· the point. Twelve 
.times His sufferings are here declar.ed solely vicarious 
.and expiatory : ( r) " He hath borne our griefs " ; 
.(2) "He hath carried oier sorrows"; {3) "He 
-was wounded for our transgressions"; (4) "He 
was bruised for our iniquities " ; (5) " the 
-chastisement of our peace was upon Him " ; 
.(6) "With His stripes we are healed"; {7) "the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all " ; 
-(8) "For the transgressions of my people was He 
stricken "; (9) " Thou shalt make His soul an 
.offering for sin"; (10) " He shall bear their 
:iniquities"; (II) " He bare the sin of many"; 
(12) "He made intercession for the transgressors." 
For He was wounded, not by our transgressions, 
·but for them ; it was not that our iniquities 
bruised Him, but that He was bruised because 
-of our iniquities; for by "His stripes "-not the 
lashes, but the livid weals left by the Roman 
·iron~tipped thongs-" we were healed "; for 
"He bare our sins in His Body upon the tree" 
(r Pet. ii. 24).* 

So is revealed the great saving antithesis 
-of all time. "ALL WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE 
-GONE ASTRAY": all have lost the way to God; 
all have created sin, which has come back 
.on all as a damning load; all, without dis­
tinction, without exception : "AND THE LoRD 
HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US ALL" j 

.all the multitude of sin, all the consequent mass 
of guilt, all the therefore inevitable load of 
punishment-God bore aloft in one black cloud 
.of inconceivable transgression, and then broke 

• The I..a.w of Moses forbade more than forty stripes ; 
·not only did the Roman Law know no such merciful 
limit, but the desire of Pilate to satisfy the Jews by the 
severity of the :flogging, and so a.void capita.I punishment, 
must have driven " the chastisement of our peace " to 
the utmost limit that flesh and blood could bear ; as, 
with hands tied to a post, and back bared, the scourge 
:fell from some giant Roman, every stroke fetching blood. 

the Hell-storm-" made it meet in violent colli­
sion "-upon the head of Christ · so that all· 
might be saved, except such as e~clude them­
selves, by Him who is the "propitiation for THE 
WHOLE WORLD" (I John ii. 2). 

The Portrait fulfilled. 
We now arrive at the actual facts thus pre­

figured through four thousand years. The Holy 
Gho~t has most carefully emphasised cer~ain 
~hys1cal facts in our Lord's sufferings as revela­
tions (I suppose) of the sources of Christ's 
agony : He draws our attention most pointedly 
to the Blood. " His sweat "-this is the first 
physical _fact-" because as it were great drops of 
blood fallm& down 1;pon the ground " (Luke xxii. 
44) ; " as it were, for they were blood-clots 
mingled with sweat, _and so not pure blood. 
The night air was cold (for fires had been lit in 
the palace), nor had His enemies yet laid rough 
hands upon Him : moreover, our Lord (as was 
~ssenti9:l for the sacrificial victim) was perfect 
m physique, sound throughout from a life of the 
healthiest, and in the prime of life. Symptoms of 
a brealr.down so rapid and complete must have had an 
adequate cause external to His bodily frame. " My 
soul "-our Lord Himself says, so explaining the 
non-physical source of the sweat of blood-" is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death " (Matt. 
xxvi. 38). It was a fearful soul-conflict that 
forced a sweat that drew. blood. " Excessive 
fear-and grief debilitateaii"d almost paralyse the 
body, whilst agony or conflict is attended with 
extraordinary strength. Under the former the 
action of the heart is enfeebled ; and if, owing 
to the constriction of the cutaneous vessels, 
perspiration ever occurs, it is cold and scanty. 
Under the latter the heart acts with great violence, and 
forces a hot, copious, and in extreme cases, a blood sweat 

. through the pores of the skin" (W. Stroud, M.D.). 

The cause of the Gethsemane aaon;y. 
What then was it that struck Jesus like a 

sudden tornado, producing a palpitation so fear­
ful as to force the blood through the brow ? ( r) 
It was not a guilty conscience : for of this hour 
He had said, " I go unto the Father. I will no 
more speak much with you for the prince of the 
world cometh : and he hath nothing in Me " U ohn 
xiv. 30). The searching gaze of the eyes most 
practised in iniquity in the universe could find 
no spot in the Lamb, no evil 'in Christ. (2) It 
was not the impotence of fear : " Thinkest thou 
that I cannot beseech My Father, and He shall 
even now send Me more than twelve legions of 
angels?" (Matt. xxvi. 53). (3) It was not dread 
of death: for Jesus had confronted death again 
and again-on the brow of the cliff, on the lake, 
in the temple-with no trace of fear ; and He 
who had raised others from the dead, and con-
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stantly foretold His own resurrection, would not 
have sweated blood because of dying. Nor (4) 
was it the grief of human rejection : for "blessed" 
-He Himself had said-" are ye when men 
shall reproach you ; reJoice, and be exceeding 
glad" (Matt. v. Ir). It was after the Angel had 
strengthened Him that the blood came; for it 
was no hemorrhage of weakness or fear, but the 
agony of a soul-conflict intensified, by the Angel, 
incalculably. He has Himself told us what it 
was. On entering the Garden He quotes His 
Father's words, saying : " I will smite the 
Shepherd" (Matt. xxvi. 31): in Gethsemane the 
Lord began to lay on Him the iniquity of us all: 
" Thy wrath lieth hard upon me ; Thy fierce 
wrath is gone ovet me" (Ps. lxxxviii. 7, 16). As 
Christ suddenly realises that communion with 
His Father is gone-as He stands forth charged 
as the supreme criminal of the race-as He 
recoils from the sin-load with the fearful sensi­
tiveness of perfect innocence, struck with 
" shock " and· almost frantic with grief, He 
implores that this cup-" the c1,p of the wine of the 
fierceness of His wrath" (Rev, xvi. 19)-may be 
taken from Him. Atonement had begun.~• . . . 

And the torrents of His Passion deep ar.d fierce above Him roll; 
And the rivers of transgression overwhelm His Human Soul: 
Sins unknown, sins unimagined, sins by day, and sins by night, 
Sins of blackest outer darkness press upon His purest sight : 
Sins, sine• o'er th• Eastern Portal first th. Ch.rub wavod his sword, 
To the ltut th.at shall be written ere the coming of the Lord. 

The Soldier's Spear. 
. A second physical fact the Holy Ghost records 
with peculiar and reiterated (John xix. 34) 
emphasis. "One of the soldiers "-striking up 
obliqudy into the neighbourhood of the heart­
" with a spear pierced His side, and straightway 
there came out "-emptying itself by mere force 
of gravity, in a discharge of clotted blood and 
watery liquid so plentiful, yet so sharply distinct, 
as to be clearly visible some distance off to John 
-" blood and water " (John xix. 34). The 
moment our Lord left Gethsemane, His perfect 
calm and fellowship with His Father returned ; 
for (as He had said of this very hour) "the hour 
cometh, yea, is come, that ye shall be scattered, 
and shall leave Me alone: yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with Me" (John xvi. 32): but 
after the lapse of three hours upon the Cross-­
hours in which He comforted the dying thief, 
committed His mother to John, and prayed in 
unbroken communion-a sudden supernatural 

• That the sins of mankind may have been confessed 
over our Lord from the dawn of His ministry is possible ; 
for simultaneously with the identification of the Lamb 
He was baptized-i.e., He took the place of the sin­
burdened and defiled, and so is said, during His ministry, 
to have " borne our diseases" (Matt. viii. 17) : neverthe­
less atonement, which is not only sin carried but sin 
expiated, could not begin until, in Gethsemane, the life­
blood began to flow. 

darkness fell. Again God's face is gone: for 
three hours our Lord, wrapt in fearful silence, 
utters no prayer or cry; until, revealing that it 
is the frightful desertion of God that has come 
back, He cries:" My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?" and at last the pounding 
palpitation forcing a rupture of the heart* 
(which can leave a conscious minute or two 
before death), with the sudden loud cry of one 
dying, not of exhaustion, but of a broken heart, 
He dismisses His spirit, as did the High Priest 
in slaughtering the sacrifice of old : " who 
through the Eternal Spirit offeved Himseif with­
out blemish unto God " (Heb. ix. 14). Two 
unique periods of concentrated agony--one of 
an hour's duration, another of three hours, both 
forcing appalling physical symptoms-constitute 
the Divine Atonement, and perfected for ever 
the bearing and .the consuming of sin. The 
sacrifice, immediately on being identified with 
sin, was first killed, and then burnt, thus sub­
mit ting itself both to death and to Hell: in 
Gethsemane the knife began its work ; on 
Calvn.ry there came forth fire from the Lord, 
and consumed the burnt offering. In Geth­
semane the will of Christ became finally subject 
to the knife : on Calvary the curse fell. t Death 
and Hell 1ell once for all upon the mighty Substitute 
of manl.-ind; until, at the ninth hour, Jesus cried, 
" It is finished,"-the evening sun shone out 
again in all its splendour-and the agony of the 
Sacrifice was over for ever . 

• " Such rupture is usually attended with immediate 
death, and with an effusion into the pericardium (the 
capsule containing the heart) of the blood circulating 
through that organ ; which when thus extravasated, 
altl1011gh in scarcely any other case, separates into constituent 
parts; namely, a pale, watery liquid called serum, and a 
soft clotted substance of a deep red colour termed crassa­
mentum ; the crassamentum, or red clotted portion, con­
taining nearly all the more essential ingredients of the 
blood, and the serum, or pale yellow liquid, consisting 
chiefly of water" (W. Stroud, M.D) That our Lord laid 
down His own life, without taint or shadow of compul­
sion, is certain: •• no 9111 "-not even God-" taketh it 
away from Me; but I lay it dow11 of M,selj"; nor was it 
morally suicide, for He had the Creator's express com­
mand to commit the act-" this commandment r,clivtd I 
from My Father" (John x. 18). But whether the death 
itself was supernatural and self-inflicted, after six hours 
on the Cross, or was a normal decease brought about by 
a voluntary submission to conditions in which death at 
once became inevitable, is not clear to me. Both seem 
Scriptural, and I have combined both, for they are not, 
necessarily, mutually exclusive. It is certain that our 
Lord, either before natural death, or in the act of dying, 
dismiss,d (Matt. xxvii. 50) His spirit, as the High Priest 
offering the Sacrifice. 

! The sole way in which the Curse of a broken Law 
could alight on One who had never broken it, was by the 
mone of His death ; for " cvrsld is he that hang,th on a 
tree" (Gal. iii. 13) : in the moment of the affixing of the 
nails, therefore, the fearful furnace of the Curse began to 
belch itself forth upon Christ, tJntl behind th, Curs, w11s 
Jeliovah. 
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Change your Attitude I 
By the Editor. 

• • Concerning this thing I besought the Lord thrice 
that it might DEPART from me : and He hath said unto 
m7, My gr~ce is sufficient . . . most gladly therefore 
will I glory m my ... "-(Cf. 2 Cor. xii. 1-10, R,v.) 

IT has much todowith ATTITUDE! Theattitude 
you take to the " thing" that troubles you. 
We might like it to depart, but God may 

elect that it should stay. . 
In th~_bit of autobiography given by Paul in 

2 Cor. xu. we can see the part Satan has in the 
sanctification of a saint, and how even an 
Apostle needed to change his attitude to a 
" thing " which originated with Satan, and which 
he was keenly desirous should depart from him. 
The occasion which drew forth this very per­
sonal bit of p_rivate history from the Apostle, is 
to be found m the preceding two chapters of 
the epistle, in which we read that Paul was 
being compelled to defend his own ministry-a 
course none but a spiritual man could enter 
upon safely-and this not for his own glory, 
b?t for the sake of the Message entrusted to 
him by God. Other "workers," fashioning 
tbemsfll v_es . as " ministers of righteousness," 
were belittlmg the Apostle, so as to deprive the 
t~uth he proclaimed, of authority in the eyes of 
his hearers. Paul ·saw that in this case the 
~ess~nger and bis message could not but be 
identified, so he brint:s forth the credentials of 
h!s Apo~tl~ship wi_th burning words, pointing . to 
his sacrificial service for the Church's sake, and 
"revelations" given to him -of God, in which 
be was not only caught up into heaven itself 
hearing words impossible to utter, but actually 
received of the Lord Jesus* the very gospel he 
had proclaimed to the Corinthians. 

But as the Apostle proceeded in his defence 
he may have become conscious of his " weak: 
nesses," as possibly so manifest to his hearers 
a~ to gi_ve ?ccasion to the ?pposing workers t~ 
d1sc~edit his ~essage. This thought leads him 
~o hft the . veil, and tell the story of his own 
~nne~, conflict and suffering under the" buffet­
mgs of the messenger of Satan, and how by 
tl:ie direct word of the Lord he bad been led to 
CHANGE HIS ATTITUDE, and see that what he bad 
thought a "weakness•· from which he should 
be freed, was purposed of God for his own 
gr?'Y1h in grace ; his own safety in unique 
mmistry for God; and the very condition neces­
sary for obtaining tl;ie Divine strength and power 
he neededJor that ministry. 

We need to notice the distinction the Apostle 
makes between himself as the " man in Christ " 
-really the ·" inner man " of his renewed and 

• , Cor. xi. 23, Gal. I. 12. 

Spirit ind.welt human spirit-and himself in 
his humamty and mortality. Paul knew such a 
full indwelling ?f. the. Holy Spirit in his spirit, 
that he could distinguish between its activities 
as distinct from his soul-or human personality'. 
The Word of God which dwelt in him richly, 
had deeply separated between his soul and spirit, 
so that !he "man in Christ," his "inner man" 
(2 Cor. 1v. 16; Eph. iii. 16), the new creation in 
Christ (2 Cor. v. 17) could be taken up to the third 
heaven, the very place of the Throne of God 
and there receive from the Glorified Lord Him~ 
self, the gospel of the Cross, and the unfolding 
of the "mystery " of God's purpose to call out 
from ~mong rede~med sinners of every tongue 
and tnbe and nation, a "Body" as organically 
united to their Lord as the human body to its 
head. A Body sharing with Him in one life 
one spiritual substance called His ••flesh.: 
(Ephes. v. 30, A.v.), fashioned into conformity to 
Him for one destiny unto the ages of the ages. 

~• Of such a one-the man in Christ the new 
creation in Christ-will I glor.y," de~lares the 
Apostle, but "on mine own behalf I will not 
glory. "But, Paul, was not the' man in Christ' 
yo1t ?" Ye~, but it was me as I am in my spirit, 
and as I will he when the outward bodily frame 
of my mortality is taken down; of that " man " 
-the spirit-man-I will glory, for all that he is 
and has, is of grace, and by the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus-but " on mine own behalf " as 
I am in my humanity, I have nothing to speak 
of but my " weakness." · 

And then Paul lifts the veil, and tells the inner 
history of his " thorn." The " man in Christ " 
the new creation, joined to the Lord in o~e 
spirit, may be caught up to heaven, but such 
deali_ngs of ~od with the spiritual man required 
special dealings of God with the mortal vessel of 
clay. Although vindicating his apostleship to the 
Corinthians he frankly states that, apostle as be 
is-"by reason of the exceeding greatness of the 
revelations . . . that I should not be exalted 
overmuch, there was given to me a stake in the 
flesh (the mortal man), a' messenger of Satan' 
to buffet me . . . " 

What was it? Paul calls it a "thing" (v. 8), 
but he also says he wanted it to " deoart," for it 
is a "thorn," and a" messenger of Satan." Its 
o,,igin is specifically said to be of Satan. It was 
also given . by God, on account of the " revela­
tions," therefore all " messengers of Satan " are 
under His permissive eontrol. Then Paul des­
cribes its effect upon him as " buffetting " or 
beating him ! 
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Here we have in contrast the spiritual man, 
and the mortal man; the inner spirit-life, and the 
outward life after the body ; the triumph and 
glory of the spirit, able to enter where angels 
veil their faces before the throne of God (Heb. 
x. rg), and the outer weakness and humiliation 
of the mortal man, subject to the " beating " of 
" messengers of Satan," and to the cries and 
groans wrung out by imanswered prawr (v. 8) ! 
The " man in Christ " in spiritual communion 
with God, in life and light and glory; the man 
in himself beaten, buffetted, suffering, and crying 
to God for a relief which never comes. 

"Concerning this'-:rHING," Paul says, " I be­
sought-pleaded-begged-the Lord THRICE that 
it might depart from me." "From me "-this 
something which pierced his " flesh," this 
"thorn," this" stake," this" messenger of Satan." 

At last Paul's prayer is answered, not by the 
the removal of the "thing," but by light from 
God, on the ATTITUDE to take to it. Yes, the 
" thing " is " a messenger of Satan," but it is 
l(iven by God. The fact of the Satanic source of 
the trouble is recognised, but God is sovereign 
over all "demons" and "messengers of Satan." 
Satan may send his messengers-as he does to 
attend upon every saint-but they can only come 
when "given of God." And the Apostle is shown 
how to change his attitude to the thing, and cease 
praying for its removal. "My grace" said the 
Lord " is sufficient for thee." Better take grace 
to manifest some of the glory of the inner man 
in the outward life, than to be set free from the 
occasion requiring it. CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE, 
Paul. Give up troubling about its departure. 
Let it stay, if through it you will prove the 
abounding grace of God. 

And then Paul saw it ! He quickly changed 
his attitude by the act of his will. He decided 
to choose to "glory in his weaknesses "as well as 
in bis "revelations." " Most gladly I will glory 
in my weaknesses . . . " be cried. I choose to 
" take pleasure " in the things from which the 
mortal part of me would fain be free. 

See how the Lord appealed to Paul's reason. 
Possibly he could not understand why he who 
had been caught up in spirit to the very heaven 
of heavens, could not get his prayer answered, 
for freedom froni the thorn which he knew was 
a messenger from Satan. But God showed His 
servant _the reasonable~ss (v. 7) of H~s dealings 
-and his understandmg was brought mto action 
so that he mig~t intelligently put his will with 
the will of God, even though it was against him­
self in the realm of his mortality. 

Yes, it has much to do with attitude. Paul probably 
felt the thorn in his flesh just as much as before 
but_ his change of attitude toward it, brought int~ 
action the supply of grace he needed for triumph 

over his thorn, for it is not possible for God to 
manifest His power, until the condition for doing 
so is fulfilled- even in the life of an Apostle. 
If Paul said " I want this thing to depart," and 
God said "I want that thing to stay," bow could 
the power of God be manifested in relation to 
the " thing " ? But directly Paul had light upon 
the" thing" and he saw God's will, his changed 
attitude toward it brought the supply of grace 
he needed. 

It has much to do with attitude to-day as the 
children of God in the midst of countless trials 
await Translation. They are possibly crying 
out to God for the things around them to be 
changed, whereas they themselves need to be 
changed in their attitude toward them. 

These attitudes, must, however, always have 
the basis of the will of God in relation to specific 
things, and be in line with truth as made known 
in the Scriptures. If they understood the 
simplicity of taking attitudes based upon the 
known will, or truth of God, what revolutions 
would come into the lives of God's children. 
How simple the path would become. 

Victory over sin results from an attitude based 
upon the truth of God's Word, in the declara­
tion of Rom. vi. that " our old man was crucified 
with Christ." Your ATTITUDE to sin based on 
this truth is simply," I have died with Him and 
so far as my choice is concerned I have finished 
with sin. It shall not have dominion over me." 
The attitude is that you have done with it, and it 
is for the Holy Spirit to work your experience 
up to your attitude. 

So it is in relation to the heavenly life. The 
word of God declares that all who are in Christ, 
are " bid " with Him " in God." Based on this 
statement-and many others like it-you take 
the ATTITUDE accordingly, and the Holy Spirit 
works in you up to the realisation in experience, of 
that which is a fact in God's sight but unrealised. 

So it is in all other aspects of the redemption 
of Christ made known in the Scriptures, in 
relation to victory over Satan, over the world, 
over death and the grave, and all that Christ 
accomplished for us. on the Cross of Calvary. 
You pray for victory, but change your attitude, 
child of God, change your attitude into a declara­
tion that on the basis of Christ's victory for you, 
you have victory-and you will have it ! 

Perhaps some of those who read this should 
now CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE to the "Warfare/' 
You have "fought a good fight," and gained 
victory at every point in your personal · life and 
environment, so change your attitude to the foe. 
If you keep going over and over . the 
old ground, your spirit will not find its right 
place in the plane of accomplished victory. But, 
you say, I am compelled to "fight" by the 
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atmospheric influences, as well as in specific 
attacks that come upon me. It has muck to do with 
attitude. If you take the attitude now belonging 
to your position "far above all principality and 
power," "having overcome all" to "stand" 
(Ephes. vi. 13 m.J, you will find the Holy Spirit 
again will work your experience up to your 
attitude, and thus you will find yourself in the 
Translation plane in readiness for the Lord's 
Coming. 

Perhaps, like Paul, you have some "thorn,'' 
or stake, which you know is a " messenger of 
Satan,'' because it clearly has its origin from 
him, but you have been prolonging your abiding 
in the warfare plane, by trying to get rid of this 
" messenger" by the old weapons of resistance, 
not discerning that there was no " unc~ion " on 
your weapons. It will not depart if God has given 
it to prepare you for ascensirn glory, even though 
you, too, have besought the Lord for its removal. 
Change your attitude to it, child of God, and see 
if you will not quickly get ease in your s,pirit, 
and grace to endure; · 

Or, in your home, or work for God, you have 
" things " which are well nigh intolerable. You 
can see the " messengers of Satan " at work in 
those you love ; or there are financial troubles, 
and troubles abounding from the evil natures of 
the unsaved friends and relatives in your path; 
troubles to the right of you, and troubles to the 
left of you-bow they thunder. Ah, why does 
not God remove them, and answer prayer? 

Because, child of God, He is preparing to 
REMOVE You. This "messenger of Satan" is not 
to depart ; the ''thorns" are not to be removed ; 
the "things" that hurt are to remain-give up 
asking for anything on earth to be changed for 
'your relief, but change your attitude toward 
them. It is you who are to depart away from the 
thorns, in God's good time. Change your 
attitude now in view of this, to the world and to 

· its cares. 
Take your place in heaven as a citizen of 

heaven ; take grace from the abounding supply 
of God, to manifest the spirit of heaven now in 
the little while before the Lord comes. Don't 
trouble about getting anything put right for you 
on earth now-you will so soon depart. Leave 
behind you the fragrance of the glory which is 
already in your spirit. Know what" manner of 
spirit" ye are of. 

Change your attitude to the " thing " you 
have writhed under. Take the attitude of 
" glorying" in it; take the heavenly attitude of 
"taking pleasure " in " injuries " when others 
smite you ; in " necessities" when you can ot 
have what you need; in "persecution "-when 
you suffer for the name of Christ; in" distress" 
-when the most distressful suffering of the 

great war is thrust as a cloud upon your spirit­
take pleasure, not in the things themselves, but 
in the occasion for the manifestation of GRACE 
to the glory of God. 

Change your attitude to the "future." The 
Lord Himself said " Be not anxious Jor the 
morrow . ••. " How much more should you 
expecting translation, live NOW and now only. 
Take the attitude of not wanting or expecting 
any future on earth, because you watch to go up 
when the Lord comes. Do all that you can do, 
NOW. Live· as if you knew this hour,. this 
moment, was your last on earth. Give what you 
ought to give, Now ; say what you have to say, 
NOW. And holding this attitude arrange what 
you must arrange for the "future;'' with a joyous 
reservation in · your heart. " I may not be 
there I" (cf. James iv. 13-16.) 

· CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE to the Master's work, 
and let it no longer take the place of the Lord 
you work for. Think more of the Lord Who is 
Coming, than your own service-for Him. He 
will do so much more for the world and the 
Church, than you can do.· Take heed, lest you 
who ·have preached to others . be "yourself not 
approved" (1 Oor. ix. 27). Give up your own 
schemes and plans, and care more to make sure 

.of doing His will, and of being well-pleasing unto 
Him. · 

CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE in regard to your un­
saved friends. Give up fretting about their state, 
and thus poisoning your own. Commit them to 
God, and believe He loves them more than you. 
CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE toward them in your 
contact with them, and pour out upon them all 
the love and kindness your heart of compassion 
can show, for they need all the love you can 
give them; as they are without·Christ in a storm­
tossed world. 

And, finally, CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE to the 
terrible INTERNATION,'\i, WAR now raging, and 
refuse to look at it from the view-point of earth. 
Remember God must deal with natioris as well 
as with men. Take the attitude of standing 

, with God in His attitude to sin. Do not dwell 
on the human side of death and suffering. God 
is not" callous" to the world of men as Calvary 
shows. Pray against the war because it is part 
of the old dispensation which is passing away ; 
stand against it in spirit because demons are 
behind it, and God is against the demons even 
whilst He allows them to destroy their own 
works. Refuse to be " troubled" by the trouble 
around you ; refuse to put your trust in any but 
God for His protecting care ; and as you trust 
Him for yourself, trust Him to adjust the 
nations of the world, that the day be hastened 
for the reign of the Prince of Peace. It has 
much to do with attit11de. 
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The Spirit of Translation~ 
How to get it, use it, and keep it. 

THE translation spirit may be briefly described as 
THE DIVINE EVIDENCE OF THE HEAVENLY CALL, 
in the same manner as the witness of the Spirit to 

the newly-born child of God is a token of Eternal Life 
,and Sonship. It is not something mystical, unpractical, 
or unobtainable by the ordinary believer, but that which 

-is of vital import in maintaining the true heavenly vision 
and attitude during the troubles of the last days. 

It is the spirit of the heavenly life, whereby the believer 
tastes of " the Power ofthe Age to come.'' (Heb. vi. 5). 
Joined to Christ he is" far above all," with •• all things 
under his feet;" he becomes " a heavenly citizen," •• a 
pilgrim and stranger '' on earth-but more than that : 
IN THAT PLANE be receives the TRANSLATION SPIRIT­
wbicb by its very nature turns the whole being heaven­

·ward instead of earthward. 
The believer may already be living the heavenly life on 

-earth, but when the Holy Spirit brings him to the point 
-of actual faithandexpectancyforthe Lord's Coming, and 
.his (the believer's) own translation, then he is called a 
step further into a fresh position. Previously he had 
,settled down to" go on" on earth, but now the objective 
is changed, he is to "go up." To him it is as a bugle 
-call "About turn-not 011, but up." And to those who 
·know when God speaks, this heavenly call is of he 
highest significance. 

Some have the Translation sp it, aud invariably 
·maintain it. Some have received it, but are unable to 
·maintain it as a factor in spiritual life and work, mainly 
through failing to bring all else into adjustment to it. 
Some have had the Translation spirit without recog­
·nising it as such. But in the light of present experiences 
and events they may understand. Some f\ee it dimly upon 
·the horizon, but heir mental views and uncorrected 
notions have reversed the telescope, and they lose it now 
·by placing it as something to be possessed later. 

Others are quite indifterent to it, and because they are 
:not necessarily or fully dependent upon the unction of 
the Holy Ghost to sustain them in their work, they are 
;able to rely upon natural resources to sustain them, 
or they are so absorbed in work that they have little or 
no time to note what God is doing, 

I. But how to GET IT, USE IT' AND MAINTAIN IT?­
these are the main questions. 

1. Firstly the objective must not be to obtain an e:eperi,nce, 
·but rather to obtain an ascendancy or fulness of spirit 
--experience or no experience-which will bring the 
·believer into the highest point of usefulness in whatever 
:he may be cal ed· to do, and that he may impart that 
:spirit to everything he does-visible or invisible. 

Assuming that we are already in the period of Trans­
lation, if God wills to give a believer the witness that he 
shall not see death but meet the Lord in the air, then if 
·the revelation be hindered the believer will be minus 
·the inspiration which that revelation and the Fulness of 
the Spirit which it brings. So because of its working 
-value it cannot be lightly considered or ignored. 

2. Then 1£ we are in the period of translation, and the 
believer sees it, or even has an impression of it, the new 
nature within him should spontaneously move him to 
turn to Translation. The Holy Spirit also will undoubtedly 
seek to move him toward it without his definite action. 

However, the believer should (a) Put his will fully for 
the Translation spirit. (b) Pray for it. (c) Trust the 
Holy Ghost to fulfil God's purposes. (cl) Will to fulfil 
all necessary conditions for the · removal of unknown 
hindrances ·to his obtaining of it, 

3. It does not follow that those who believe in the 
•' Second Coming '' necessarily have the sp rit of faith 
for Translation. To believe in the Second Coming 
of Christ, to preach about it, and even pray about it, may 
mean very little. It can all be done minus the Translation 
spirit. It is a special gift from God. Just as there is 
the "lamb" spirit and the "lion spirit," so there is a 
••·Translation" spirit, i.e., a spirit full of Translation faith. 

Nor will it always be found in the mature believer. 
The young convert may be•• born into it," and in many 
cases it bas been so. 

II. Then how will it come i' 
Perhaps in no two cases alike. To one as a blaze of 

light and with an opened heaven experience; to another 
slowly and almost imperceptibly. Toone-as perhaps in 
the case of the young believer-by direct intervention of 
the Holy Spirit ; to another as the outcome of some 
spiritual work, in the course of which unquestionable 
proofs and credentials are given concerning it ; to a third 
-maybe-partly through the spirit (apart from any 
spiritual work) and partly through the mind, i.e., the 
mind supplying what is lacking to make the full revela­
tion. To one from interior evidences and convictions, to 
another through the exterior. But all one and the same 
spirit, in greater or lesser degree. · 

III. How will it be recog11ised i' 
1. By the mark that it draws the believer heavenward. 

It is necessarily a call heavenward-the call home, but 
with no longer the expectation that the way thither is 
to be through death. 

2. The believer may be in the midst of much spiritual 
work, planning and arranging, with all the evidences and 
.anticipations of going on in great power and usefulness, 
but suddenly or slowly the Divine brake is put down, 
and in one way or another God says: " I want you to 
finish your work and be ready to • come up hither I ' '' 
Perhaps the believer is not sensible to the indications for 
a changed course. He is mystified. " What does it all 
mean," he exclaims. " I thought we were goi11g 011. See 
what valuable knowledge I have gained. I hoped it was 
to be development, but where there was life all is now 
becoming dead. Instead of opening out it is all closing 
down." So he begins to test things by prayer, and by 
turning the rudder of his life for God's will. Then be 
finds unction in all prayers about the closure, and the 
more be give himself to this new tream the mo e he is 
caught by the tide of Divine p ,wer-the tide which is 
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receding or· flowing !circuitously to its ultimate end, 
which is also its source-not on but up. That is one of 
the ways in which God gives the call heavenward. 

3. To be on guard against the spurious-for the 
enemy is as busy here as elsewhere-the believer should 
specifically close himself to everything from his evil 
nature,• from evil spirits, and evil spirits' works-refusing 
all counterfeit or false light (2 Cor. xi. 14), revelations, 
spirit witness, texts, messages, visions, dreams, thoughts, 
feelings, desires, imaginations, reasonings (past, present 
and future) about it-then he should open himself to the 
true light from God, and trust the Holy Spirit fo give it 
in His own way, praying continually for the DIVINE 
INTERPRETATION of all he has passed through, and is 
passing through. 

IV. How to use and keep spirit of Translation. 
(a) Pray that it may be sustained by intelligent use 

in co-operation with the Holy Spirit. 
(b) Pray for light to immediately adjust all your life 

and work to it, as an instrument is adjusted to a turung 
fork. 

(c) Pray and watch to see when you are losing it, the 
causes of it, and how to maintain or recover it. 

(d) Pray to know the effect which everything bas on 
your spiritual life. This will be the clue to victory. 

V. Who a11d where an vour foes? 
(a) God and the Church has everything to gain and 

the devil everything to lose by your maintaining the 
Translation spirit, so underscore it again and again that 
the powers of hell hate it and are always against it. It is a 
whole armoury of v.eapons welded into one, and brings 
the believer into one of the stronges_t positions that can 
be used against them, for faith for Translation is a certain 
knell of their overthrow and ultimate incarceration. 

They will do all kinds of things to rob you of it. They 
will counterfeit it under the cover of feelings in the soul, so 
that the believer is drawn from the fact to the feelings, 
while the enemy steals away the true heavenly Transla­
tion spirit. 

They endeavour to make you surrender one or more 
attitudes in order to get you " out of the spirit," perhaps 
by drawing you to think of, or dwell upon the past or 
future out of God's will-especially the futun. 

They seek to flood you with doubts concerning your 
faith, often by first depressing your spirit, after which it 
is more difficult to hold what was given in the spirit by 
God. They will allure to work-good work-out of God's 
uoill-hence into the flesh. They will stop prayer, and 
other spiritual \liOrk necessary to keep your spirit fully 
expressed, and to maintain the full power of the Transla­
tion spirit. They will do anything to pull you to the eaf'th,. 
to the world-yea, even.to the Church, in a wrong way, 
when you should be travelling in hope and thought of 
lile heavenward. 

(b) The evil natur!l in all its corruptiont is against the 
Translation spirit. The natural life has a strong bias to 
earth and earthly things, clinging to work, place, and 
position on earth. The " old creation "is earthy, respqnds 
to the earthy, and wants a beautiful home on earth, but 
the new creation finds no resting place outside of heaven,' 

• On the basis of the. maintained attitude of Rom. vi. t Thtroforo 
the attitude of the "old man" crucified with Christ, Is Important. 

to whence it will soar as the earthly ties are cut, when 
the word of final release is given. 

(c) The world is opposed to it. There are cares, 
troubles, responsibilities, and claims of the world which 
quench the Translation spirit, unless the believer takes. 
the right attitude towards these things. Not only the 
~vii, but much of the world in its good forms, will have 
to be turned away from in spirit and mind, because the 
believer is retiring heavenward evm from the lfOOd of earth. 

VI. The adjustment of lifs a11d work. 
Until the believer who has the witness of Translation. 

in his spirit, becomes established in translation faith he· 
will be more subject to variations in his experience. Not 
knowing the particular kind of prayer and spiritual work 
which is needed at this stage, he is less likely to keep in 
the heavenly plane, and be dominated by the vision. 
which it inspires. Therefore he should 

I. PRAY TO BE TAUGHT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT HOW TO·· 
EXPRI£SS HIMSELF FULLY AND TO DO THAT WHICH WILL. 
KEEP HIM .. IN THE SPIRIT." If the believer desires to 
have and to exercise a " meek and quiet spirit,'·'·-he..aoes. 
not give wa.y to expressions of an opposite character. 
The same applies to the Translation spirit. It is a fresh 
manifestation of the presence a.nd work of the Holy· 
Spirit in the renewed spirit, and as such must be fed and 
11u,-sed, almost as a child is nursed to full growth. As. 
never before, the believer is called to " mind the lhi11gs 
of the spirit." In doing this he will find it necessary 

2. To TAKE SUCH ATTITUDES AS ARE CONSISTENT· 
WITH THE WITNESS WHICH Goo HAS GIVEN HIM. As. 
one who now, as it were, stands upon the threshold of· 
heaven's door, no longer expecting to go on, but at any 
moment to be translated, he begins, so far as his choice· 
is concerned, to make ready to be " clothed upon " with 
the heavenly garments, and to enter upon his heavenly 
service. He will, therefore, take up such attitudes as dis-• 
con,uct him from earth and conmct him to heaven. These·, 
attitudes will enable the Holy Spirit to bring about-

3. AN ADJUSTMENT OF LIFE AND WORK to the light. 
and faith which God has given Gas. ii. 17, 26; John xiii .. 
17). If there is no drawing back this will bring about a 
specific pnpa,,atio11 for the Lord's Coming-not merely a. 
preparation which puts thi11gs straight and ready, but. 
deep preparation of spirit, heart, and mind-THE WHOLE 
MAN " PREPARED TO MEET THE LoRD.'' 

But although God is ~ng the believer to concentrate· 
bis whole faith on '.'going up," it does not mean that 
he is to be so occupied with his own translation that he 
becomes callous and indifferent to the needs of those, 
around him, and forgets the final part which God wants 
him to take in the affairs of the world. But the man 
who lives in the light of the Translation spirit is to­
become more and more a heavenly man·(Heb. iii. I) with. 
a heavenly message. He is to see that the keave11-pull 
through his spirit more than counteracts the earth-pull" 
through others, as ·he maintains the strong spiritual posi-­
tion in " heavenly places" which is the outcome of HOLD· 
ING THE FAITH AND SPIRIT OF THE TRANSLATION. 

Fidelis. 

All your prayers become witnessos against #hose for whom you pray •. 
-E.R. 

...__ 
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The . Overcomer Literature Trust Fund. 
Founded for the Issue of Overcomer Literature throughout the World. 

IN view of the imminent Advent of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the expectation of Trans­
lation to meet Him, the collaborating 

.authors of" War on the Saints," and of kindred 
jointly-written literature, recognise that believers 
who are preparing for Translation, need the 
truths in these books, both at the present 
juncture, and others in the days of conflict and 
tribulation coming upon the earth after the 
Parousia of Christ has taken place.* 

Under the constraint of this conviction, and in 
preparation for the Lord's Appearing, they are 
now vesting the copyright of " War on the 
Saints," and jointly issued Booklets, in a Fund 
to be called " The Overcomer Literature 
Trust Fund," for the issue of "Overcomer 
.literature " to Christian Workers and others 
throughout the world. t 

The Editor of the Overcomer personally is also 
constrained of God to vest in the Fund the 
copyrights of all the Books and Booklets of 
which she is the writer and sole proprietor.t 
These writings have from the beginning been 
.recognised by her as entrusted to her in steward­
ship for the Church of God. The first-one 
small booklet, "The Pathway to Life in God," 
issued in 1895-had its spontaneous and singular 
.rise in like manner to the Overcomer. In the 
"Pathway" the children of God quickly recog­
·nised a message meeting their need. The first 
edition, apart from all business agencies, sold 
•?Ut in a month. The returns were applied to 
its· re-issue, and then to the printing of other 
messages as they were given of God, until-as 
all proceeds were devoted to the further issue of 
the literature, and the service of God arising 
·therefrom-the ministration of truth through the 
medium of the printed pages, reached the utter­
most parts of the earth. Permission was also 
freely granted to accredited workers in other lands 
to translate various Books and Booklets into 
·foreign languages. •• The Cross of Calvary and 
its Message " was translated and issued in 
Swedish, German, French and Dutch ; Dr. 
Andrew Murray writing the preface to the latter, 
:published in South Africa; "Face to Face" 
into German and Chinese ; " The Conquest of 
Canaan," '' Soul and Spirit," and numbers of 
·smaller books and booklets into German, Swedish, 

• Our readers now understand that the Parousia of Christ means 
His Presence In the air jllllt above our planet, where His saints will 

,.gather unto Him, possibly in successive Translations during the 
-period of Tribulation on earth which will culminate In Armageddon. 

t On lines similar to the well-known Issue of" The Fundamentals." 
t" Face to Face," and "Bible Readings on the Inner Life," 

excepted, the copyright belongfng to Marshall Brothers Ltd., 47 
Paternoster Row, E.C. 

Norwegian, Spanish, Chinese, French, and 
numbers of the Indian dialects. Especially did 
the Spirit of God use the message of the Cross 
in a pamphlet called "The Gate to Life," which 
was translated and issued in many of the dialects 
of India. One of the charts from this pamphlet 
was also translated into Chinese, and sent out in 
poster form for the houses of the Chinese. 

Thankfully, too, may be placed on record the 
fact that a concise summary.of "The Warfare 
with Satan and the Way of Victory " was 
selected as one of the papers for insertion 
in Vol. X. of" The Fundamentals," a series of 
volumes re-stating the Fundamental Truths of 
the Christian Faith, issued free by the generosity 
of" Two Christian Laymen" to workers through­
out the world . 

In arranging to vest these God-given and 
God-owned writings in a Fund for the continu­
ance of their ministry, the writer therefore deeply 
feels she is doing no more than fulfilling the terms 
of her commission from God, and seeking to be 
faithful in the stewardship of the grace of God. 

Many of the Lord's stewards have recognised 
this Divinely given ministration of Truth in the 
Overcomer, and its kindred literature, and have 
through the channel of the Ove,,comer-in the 
Fi:ee Distribution Fund for sending the paper to 
Ministers and Missionaries; in the "War on 
the Saints " Fund for granting the book to 
Workers ; and in the donating of sums of money 
for sending parcels of. Literature to Workers 
in the Foreign Field-shared in the service of 
the " War Book " Collaborators to the Church 
of Christ. These donors are now invited to co­
operate in tbe establishing of the Trust Fund, 
by sending the gifts which · have hitherto been 
devoted to the free distribution of the Overcomer, 
for the rapid sending forth of its kindred Litera­
ture to meet the spiritual need of those who are 
preparing for the Coming of the Lord. 

It has also come to the knowledge of the 
Editor of the Overcomer, that recognising the 
need of the Church of God of the Truths set 
forth in its pages, there are some amongst its 
readers who have made provision in their wills 
for legacies to the paper for the carrying on of 
its Ministry. It is suggested that the~e should 
now make arrangements for the transference of 
such legacies to" THE OVERCOMER LITERATURE 
TRUST FuNo," now founded for the continuance 
of its ministry. . 

Arrangements will be made for the adminis­
tration of the Trust, after the watching saints 
are removed, for the benefit of those nteding the 
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message among all classes, and all nations. The 
Trust* will then be empowered to reprint and 
issue the Books and Booklets freely, and should 
the funds run out, to do so at a price for the 
benefit of the Fund in its free distribution work. 

It is not proposed at present to transfer to the 
Trust Fund the stock-in-band of these Books 
and Booklets, for to do so would bring upon it 
the cost of publishing new books, or re-issuing 
those of which editions had run out, t and thus the 
IMMEDIATE USE of donated funds for the distri­
bution of the Literature would be hindered. 
Present publishing arrangements will continue 
unaltered- purchasers obtaining books from the 
Book Room as before-the· Literature sent out 
through the channel of the Trust Fund, being 
charged to· it at printer's cost, with the smallest 
possible addition for working expenses of issue. 
Unpublished MSS., sterios-both of music and 
letterpress-stocks of books, bound and unbound 
sheets, will then pass to the administrative con­
trol of the Trust Fund after Translation. 

The grants of Literature at the present time 
will necessarily be regulated by the Funds of the 
Trust, but the numbers of testimonies that have 
come from clergy and ministers, of the way in 
which these books have been used in their pre­
paration for preaching and teaching, as well as 
the large numbers of letters from missionaries 
saying how" War on the Saints" has equipped 
them to meet the need in the Mission Field, give 
confidence that the Spirit of God will move the 
readers of the Overcomer who have shared in the 
ministry of truth in the past, to continue their 
co-service with the writers, so that through the 
channel of the Fund, the Literature will more 
rapidly reach those who needs its message than 
in the ordinary way. Especially do we desire 
to utilise the past issues of the Overcomer bound 
up in inexpensive fc;>rm, and the current volumes 
of the magazine with its Advent note. 

• It has been asked bow it is possible to make arrange­
ments for work to be carried on after the first-fruits of 
the Church are taken. The World-War, now in progress, 
shows how the world adjusts itself to •• Tribulation " 
conditions. If most of the Apocalypse is still "future," 
Rev. xiii. 171 shows "busin~ss" as still carried on, 
though under great difficulty. If the Church will be 
translated in successive translations, as the Apocalypse 
seems to indicate, there will be keen seeking for spiritual 
light on the part of those awakened, and eager to follow 
the first-fruits. It has been pointed out that although 
the Holy Spirit leaves the world when the saints are taken, 
He does not leave individual beiievers who are left to ripen 
in the time of trouble .. 

Lastly, ~ood business me11 who are not ready for trans­
lation would administer a " Trust " left to them. The 
question asked in connection with the Trust Fund applies 
equally to those who have to name executors for their 
wills. Translation and its results become very real when 
these questions are faced. 

t Many of these are now very low, but new editions 
will be issued as rapidly as demand requires. 

Readers who have hitherto sent free copies of 
the Overcomer to ministers and missionaries, can 
now through the Trust Fund actively co-operate 
in placing in the hands of such workers, the 
Overcomer message in permanent form. 

Donors to the Trust Fund may send names. 
and addresses of ministers or workers for Litera­
ture to be sent to, and also select the Books or 
Booklets suitable to meet the need. The active­
scattering of the messages in the Overcomer may 
also be continued, for a time, through the use of 
past issues, of which a limited supply is in hand .. 

For the present Mrs. Penn-Lewis will act as. 
Trustee of the Fund, and cheques or postal 
orders, and other forms of remittances, may be, 
sent to her at Cartref, Toller Road, Leicester 
and will be acknowledged by post. ______ ' 

Instructions for Applications for Books. 
1. All English speaking Pastors, Evangelists, Missionaries.. 

and Christian Workers may apply to the Fund for a grant of any· 
one of the Books or Booklets, stating plainly which is required! 
and the work engaged in. 

2. It is understood that all who apply to the Fund for a grant 
of Booksare not able to pay for them: or they may send to the· 
Fund any sum of money they can contribute toward the grant they 
may require. 

Catalo~ues of Books and Booklets will be smt on nceipt of a 
post card. 

Our Foreign and British Ooercomer Centre Distributors. 
burdened in prayer for many in their districts, may send the names 
and addresses of those they pray for, and Books will be sent to. 
these in order of registry. and according to the supply of Funds. 

Applications for literature,*and all correspond­
ence relating to grants from the Fund, should. 
be addressed to 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 
Overcomer Book Room, 

Cartref, Toller Road, Leicester,. 
marked " Literature Fund." 

Preface to the Dutch · Cross of Calvary. 
'13:, Dr. Andrew :Murra:,. 

(Translated f'Yom, the Dutch.) 
As I know the writer of this book, Mrs. Penn-Lewis,. 

·well, and am in hearty sympathy with the object for· 
which it is written, I would gladly do my utmost to 
recommend the book to Christians in our land. 

We find in God's Word two aspects of the Cross. The 
one points to the 'Yedemptioti of the C'Yoss, as the ground of 
our Salvation ; the Cross has taken av,ay the curse of 
sinJ offers us forgiveness of sins, and brings us the 
message of perfect peace with God through the Blood of 

• All the Foreign Literatnre referred to is issued in other· 
lands, and therefore out of the Editor's control and. 
ownership. A stock of " Face to Face,'' in G,nnan, 
together with " Much Fruit " and another Booklet in the 
same language, has accumulated in the Book Room, 
which might now be of service in England. Workers. 
may write to the Manager of the Book Room for a supply· 
at the usual English prices. 
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Christ. The other lays the emphasis on tlie f8llowsllip of 
the Cross. It points to the words of Christ, " Take up 
thy cross and follow Me;" to the words of St. Paul, "I 
am crucified with Christ," " I am crucified to the world,'' 
"Ye are dead to sin in Christ." 

The first aspect is what we need for our justification, 
the only and sure gronnd of our faith that we are recon­
ciled to God. The second had to do with our sanctifica­
tion, and leads us into the likeness of the Lord Jesus in 
the death to sin and the world, and reveals to us the 
fulness of power with which He breaks the power of sin 
within ns, and keeps it under. 

It goes without saying that where the first view-point 
is preached, it is easier to understand and believe than 
the second. For this reason many Christians never get 
any further than faith in the Cross for the forgiveness of 
sin. They do not understand, and when they hear of it 
they are afraid of the self-denial that calls them to follow 
fully in conformity with the death of their Lord. 

Mrs. Penn-Lewis has always, by her writings in the 
religious papers in connection with her experience in the 
revival in Wales, shown how deeply the thought of the 
fellowship of the Cross bas taken bold_ of her, and how 
strongly she feels that this is the way in which God 
would prepare His Church to overcome the world. In 
the chapter at the end of the book (p. 121) she gives the 
account of her personal experience in regard to ·the 
matter. In the 3rd and 5th, and other sermons, she tells 
of the two-fold message of the Cross. When the spiritual 
eyes have been opened to receive this special message, 
one will, at the same time, learn that it is just through 
this experience that we shall learn to prize more highly 
our redemption, and to understand its power as never 
before. 

The Lord grant us the Spirit of Wisdom and enlightened 
eyes, to know the glory of the Cross. May He strengthen 
us in the· prayer that His people may be the true followers 
of the Cross-bearing Christ. And so may the strong 
desire of the anthoress, of the brother who is responsible 
for the translation and printing of the book, and which is 
also my desire, graciously be fulfilled. 

Wellington, Nov. 4, 1909. A.M. 

Notes on Literature matters. 
The .. Warfare" in Spanish. 

The SPANISH "WARFARE WITH SATAN AND THE WAY OF 
VICTORY," has just been published, translated from the 
English by a correspondent in Argentina. The edition 
has been paid for by an American reader of the Overcomer, 
and some donors at Eccleston Hall meetings. The books 
are being se11t free to workers i,, America'. 

"W~r on the Saints" in French. 
MR. JOHNSON writes from 51 Rue Chanzy, Asnieres, 

Paris,• under date Nov. 9, 1914: "Your letter [informing 
• We understood that Mr. Johnson had left Paris on Red Cross 

work, but he wrltt s that he found too little opportunity of doing 
spiritual work, and the way Is open for him to actively work In Paris 
and district In gospel work. He has received 30,000 gospels from the 
Scripture Gift Mission, and he is nearly at an end of French Bible 
Booklets, of which the last edition, 50,000, bas been scattered In many 
parts of France.- Eo. 

me of the closure of the Overcomsr] although somewhat 
of a shock, did not take m_e by surprise, for I also have 
had a very strong impression that the Overcomer must 
necessarily complete its message before long. • • • 

Six chapters of .. w AR ON THE SAINTS " have been 
translated [ and issued in Le Vainqueur] , and I have been 
longing to get through to publish the last five chapters 
of the book, on practical deliverance. Could not these 
last five chapters be printed separately and bound as 
companion volume to Le Vai11queur of 1912, 1913, 1914? 
Such a complete work will be of great value in the war~ 
fare against the Anti-Christ and ready for that fierce 
period. The translator (Madame Brunel, wife of a 
French pastor, and former Missionary to Tahiti) has 
toiled with great self-sacrifice upon this work, and it 
seems to me special steps should be taken to issue it 
when just at the point of its greatest ability and useful-
ness . ... '' 

Ws commend Mr. Johmo11's desire to thoseamo11c 011r teaders 
who have moslbene_fitted by" War on ths Saints.'' They may 
CC1mmunicate u,ith Jiim directly. We pray that the Lord will 
move His stewards to the carrJ-ing C111t of thss work quickly. 

"Overcomer" Reprints in India. 
Mr. Watkin Roberts, of the Thado-Kookie Mission, left 

for India in September last, with a great burden upon his 
heart to issue in India a paper similar to Le Vainqueur, 
giving MONTHLY BEPBINTS from the Overcomer, extracted 
from the six years' issue of the paper, and suited to the 
varied spiritual stages of the native Christians in India. 
Should any of our readers having a " concern " for India 
be led of God to share with Mr. Watkin Roberts in this 
work, they may write to Miss Gladys W. Dobson-whose 
contributions to our pages have shown that the mantle 
of our warrior-poet, Mary Marsh, has fallen upon her. 
Miss Dobson• will act as treasurer in England for the 
India Overcomer Magazine. 

The .. Overcomer" in Spanish. 
The Translator, into Spanish, of the "Warfare with 

Satan," writes that she is prepared if the Lord permits, 
if He tarries, to give herself wholly to the work of trans­
lating the Overcomer literature into Spanish-and suggests 
that a Spanish Overcomer might even be practicable. 
Meanwhile several manuscripts are ready for use. This 
servant of God bas already issued several of the Booklets 
in Spanish, in conjunction with a :worker in Beunos Aires. 
They have been sent out free to ministers and missionaries 
in that land. · 

3vl iscellaneous. 
Rev. Thos. Chapman, of Maritzburg, asks for the issue 

in book form of the "Talks with Young Christians on 
the Work of the Holy Spirit," as well as the•• CONQUEST 
OF CANAAN," in cheaper form. 

Rev. E.W. Thwing writes; "I am a Missionary in 
Peking. I want to translate into CHINESE some of the 
inspiring things from the Ove,eomer for the help of 
Christian workers among the Chinese. 

13:" These Notes ars give11 to awaken prayer on the part of 
our readers, a11d to show the open doors which might be entered 
if no time i, lost. · 

• of The Mea.da, 4 Pa.raif&l :Road, Hampstead, London. 



206: THE OVERCOMER. 

Self-denial i.n Prayer.*. 
" My mea.t is to do the will of Him tha.t sent Me a.nd 

to finish His work."-John iv., 84. • · 

THERE must be. sacrifice· in prayer. So 
many people, when they are beset 'by 
untoward Cll'cumste.nces, begin to. pre.y 

themselves out of them, and the time they give 
to themselyes and their own affairs is lost to the 
kingdom. 

Each one should learn the lesson that God 
will provide for them, spiritually and temporally, 
as. they work for the kingdom. But people 
will not. trust God to feed them spiritually. 
When they get "hungry " for spirit-food they 
a.re restless, e.nd hunt about for food, whereas if 
they he.d remained in hunger, and sought for the 
work the.t God wanted them to perform, they 
would he.ve been instantly fed in the doing of it. 

We need to lee.m the lesson of self-denial e.s 
regards ·the spiritual feeding of oneself. The 
truth is, the spiritual me.n is fed by the doing of 
work in God's will. You have to come to the 
point the.t you are willing to work for God­
whether it be in prayer, or other service-from 
morn till night without considering yourself: 
Then you become a. pre.ctice.l, and a perfect work­
man. What folly there is .in the false shepherd­
ing of oneself. What if you employed a man 
to work for you, and when he came he spent all 
his time looking after his own needs? You say 
you employed him not to attend to himself, but 
to do _your work. And we who are God's 
workers should come to the point that we leave 
ourselves in God's hands to feed us, and to clothe 
us, so that we a.re free from morn till night to 
serve Him. 

Even e.s a boy, Christ manifests the thoughts 
e.nd actions of a fully matured spiritual man. 
He said He must be about "the Father's 
business." Nothing must keep Him from that 
"business." He knows why He has come to 
earth. He saw that He did not come down from 
Heaven primarily to obey Joseph and Mary. 
He came to do the Father's will. With those 
who are the sons of God, in like manner the self­
denial should be so deep that the man is free 
from himself to serve God-to do His will and 
finish His work. If your " all is on the altar," 
and the offering is consumed by fire from heaven, 
what is left for the one who is the sacrifice? 
The " all " is not on the altar to be kept alive, 
but to be ale.in. Your all on the altar means 
that from that moment God is free to work out 
His will in you, without e.ny obstruction, e.nd you 
not only are.His son, but His servant. You be­
come a " son " by pa.rte.king of His nature, and 
you beco~e a. servant by doing His bidding. 

• Notes of converse.tione with Mr. Eve.n Roberts, by .Fidelia. 

Many speak so much about consecration, and 
yet their own will gO'!'erns ~hem ; they· . ar~ stub­
born, and full of their own plans a.nd thell' own 
determination. Then their all is· not on the 
altar, because their aelf-wiit is left behind, e.nd 
their stubborness.. Deep surrender to God 
means you are so consumed by God that He can 
do as He will with you, like clay in. the hands of 
the potter .. Then you a.re urged on by Divine / 
force, and from the moment of true surrender 
God be.a no trouble with you. · .· 

In not attending to yourself you seem to be 
wrong. It appears as if you should. look after 
yourself, but if you refuse to do it, •and turn to 
a.ttend to the Kingdom, lo anti . behold, without 
a.ny effort of your own you find yours-elf right. 

This taking ca.re of oneself as rega.rcls being 
spiritually fed is e. great snare. The test copies 
when you feel so wrong, and do not know -what 
to do, a.nd then you put yourself on one side and 
attend to the kingdom.. " Let him deny him .. , 
self." What is "denia.l"? ''I do not know 
the man." If· you a.re in terrible spiritual 
hunger, you say: God is going to see to it,. and 
to feed me. There l!,re times when, if· you d&re 
attempt to feed yourself, yc;>U get nothing ; but 
w~en you understa.;3d th~ ~riritua.l law t~e.t you 
will not get e.nythmg unt1 you have given up 
the self-principle of feeding yourself, then you 
will find you are fed and sustained. Christ did 
not say to Peter "Fe~.;1 thyself." It is the lambs 
who need feeding I · 
· The only time when a spiritual man can law­
fully attend to himself, is when he himself is not 
the goal of bis e.tten,tion; that is, he is simply 
"sharpening" himself e.s an instrument for the 
oon:fliot, or ·the work. The goal is not food .for 
himself, but work for God. 

I have seen jobbing gardeners come and bring 
their own tools to do their work ; but supposing 
on their arrival they began to sharpen their 
shears, and pull the lawn-mower to pieces to oil 
it, and to clean it, that .would be theft of the 
employer's time. Just so; there is too much 
"theft" of God's time in the attending to oneself 
instead of doing God's work for the kingdom, 

Suppose that during the debates in the House 
of Commons the Speaker is ma.de acquainted 
with some trivial family trouble, and leaves the 
House to write a long family letter, e.nd that 
happened at every sitting, what sort of a Speaker 
would he be ? Very few realise the imperative 
nature of the demands of. God and of His 
Kingdom. You have no option; you do not 
belong to yourself; and it is" D.V." not'only 
a.bout a. meeting, but concerning everything all 
day long, " Ye are not. your own. For ye a.re 
bought with a. price ; ·therefore glorify · God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.' 
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Hints to Workers 
'On following. the stream of the Spirit. 

·w· _. ORKERSat the present time a.re p~rplexed ~ow 
· to act when they find themselves involved in a 

- , _ . machinery of work. which has unwittingly 
grown around them; or else _in a" machinery'' which 
they no longer find they have strength to sustain, and 

they !!;now not . why; f1J8t such con_sider _ whether the 
inachinery necessitated by that specific pie<:8 of work 
has already-fulfilled its purpose; and whether its pressure 
is not an indication that the Spirit of God is no longer 

f,IUpplying · power for a service, from which He wills to 

withdraw His instrument. 
A ,spiritual_ worker-one dependent upon the Holy 

_. Spirit for the carrying out of any service-will not find 
· the unction of the Spirit in the midst of " machinery '' 

which.has already fulfilled its purpose, and if the worker 
clings to the outward organized work after the Spirit of 
God ceases to need it, or utilize it, he will find himself 
compelled to draw upon his own resources instead of the 
power of the Holy Spirit. If such a one discovers that he 
has become entangled in machinery, he may have great 
conflict in finding his way out into the stream of the 
Spirit flowing in another direction. Workers should, 
therefore, keenly watch where·the unction of the Sp~t 
is with their service, so that they may co-work only with 
Him, and discovering His leading follow in the stream 
of His power wheresoever it may be flowing. 

· Wotkei's need to recognise that when the machinery 

of any service SUPPRESSES the spirit life, instead of being 
a I!)eans for expressing it ; or obstructs th_at life so that 
the worker loses the domination and overflow of the 
Spirit in personal life· and victory, then the " machinery " 
of the work has become a hindrance, and must either be 
given up, _or rednced to its right place of subserviency to 

the life in the spirit, or, ·in some cases, it may be the 
worker needs to be adjusted in his relationship to it. 

The history of the Church is full of examples of those 

who have been caught in the entanglement of " organiza­
tion • • to the injury of their own spiritual life, or service ; 
e.g., a worker receives the Baptism of the Spirit. God 
pours out blessings on souls. Meetings are crowded: 
God mightily works. '• Machinery " then becomes 
necessary to " conserve the results of blessing," and 
ere long the Spirit-filled worker is compelled to carry 

on this or that work because he is committed to do 
s~. He becomes cif'cumstantially bound, and is no longer 

free to follow the leading _ of the Spirit of God. The 
Divine tide of life then slowly recedes, and finally the 

worker goes on, content--or not, as the case may be-­
with the outward and visible form of the work in. his 
hands. This is the story of thousands of Spirit baptized 
servants of God who began work in the Spirit, but failed 
to understand how to continue that work in the Spirit to 
the end. 

It is also the duty of the workers in charge of any 

organised work to see that the spiritual life of_ their 
helpers is not sacrificed to the•• work," i.,., by having so 

much to do in the of'ganisation part of the Lord's service 

that their spiritual life has no opportunity_ of develop­

ment, or expression ; nor should a chief worker nurtur~ 

his own spiritual life at the cost of another's "d1:11dgery,' 
any more than employers of labour should ennch them­
·selves at the cost of overworked employees. Those who 
do the work in the backgf'ound should have the sam, opport1'nity 
{of' spirit1'/il advanceme,it as those who work in the front. 

'The supreme need of every spiritual worker is that he 

should discern the " stream " of the Spirit, and follow 
that stream. •' Machinery " which is no longer lubricated 
by God-or is " out of the stream " of the Spirit-gives a 
spiritual worker a sense of stagnation, whilst outside of it 

he may find a stream. Some will discover this sooner 
tlian others through keen spiritual discernment. The 

supreme question to-day is whwe is the " stream " o_f _tl~e 
Spirit, and whithef' is it fl.owing? _The Holy Spint is 

moving toward Translation. He is preparing to leave 
the world and to ascend, and they who will go with Him 
find the unction only upon the heavenward call. 

Workers often are not abie to discern between the 
demons obstructing them from carrying out work, ·and 
God checking them from going on in any specific direction. 
If they think it is the opposition of the devil when it is 
the Spirit of God saying "stop," in their wrong inter­

pretation and effort to " go forward in spite of demoniacal 
hindrances," they will descend from working after _the 
Spirit, into drawing upon their own mental and physical 
resources, and so lose the stream-or unction--of the co­
working Spirit of God. They will_ then go on against the 
will of God, and into a false fight, and a conflict which 
bas no victory. Workers in the face of spiritual obstruc• 
tion, needing to discern whether this is of God, or-of the 
enemy, should watch the effect of the attitude they take on 
th,ir ow,, spirit, e.g., going forward with God by prayer and 
service in the face of demon-obstruction, brings liberation 
of spirit, and going forward without God brings compression 
of spint--a. sense of heaviness and deadness of spirit, a 

loss of " spring " and liberty of spirit. 

All workers in view of the Lord's coming should eagerly 

ask God to enable them to finish their own. work, and in 

preparation for translation take up every attitud8 which 
the Spirit of God can work out for them, e.g., they should 

pray against (1) all spurious work-i.e., work which God 
has not given them to do-(2) all work which they should 
have left alone long ago, (3) all work which is of the flesh 
and not the spirit, (4) all work which suppresses the spirit, 
or draws the worker out of the spirit; all waste work, and 

work which may be good yet keeping the worker from 
some higher service. Only as workers pray themselves 

free of all work God has not given them to do, will they 

find out what is their own work, and be released to finish 
it, so as to have a fully completed service when He comes. 

Jesus says I'm coming soon­
Tell it out. 

Be it daybreak or at nOOD-
Tell it out. 

Tell it out the wide world o'er, 
Tell it out from shore to shore, 
Tell it out again once more-

Tell it out. E. R. 
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To the Lords Praying Ones. 
A Closing Word. 

In closing the Ov,,1omer, we desire to place on record 
our deep gratitude to God for the army of real prayer­
warriors, which. many letters show us to be now existing 
among our readers. Eternity alone will reveal what has 
been wrought in the spiritual realm, from the time. indi­
vidual believers in land after land arose in the energy of 
the Spirit, in definite stand AGAINST the "spiritual wicked-
ness in high places." · 

These prayer-warriors . we now earnestly urge to HOLD 
FAST that which they have to the END. Let them not 
flag in giving themselves to perpetual PRAYBR, assured 
that prayer is the weapon which infallibly works in 
destroying the schemes of the hosts of darkness, and 
hastening the hour of their exit from the world to the 
abyss. 

It is related of Mr. Moody in a shipwreck that when 
he was urged to join a company in prayer for deliverance 
that he replied " I am prayed-up already." So it may 
be said of many who have been on the watch tower these 
past years. They are ••prayed-up" and now stand 
before God amening all thei, past prayers, and all the 
prayers of the spiritual Church waiting fulfilment (cf. 
Rev. v. 8, viii. 3, 4). 

Prayer warriors now must seek from the Holy Spirit 
light as to what to pray, in addition to all they have 
prayed in the past. Let them hold before God the wl1ol, 
Church, and to those who are joined with us in spirit in 
the warfare, we specially commend for unceasing uphold­
ing, some workers in other lands who are isolated, 
and without the help of others trained in warfare against 
the hosts of darkness. Others, in each country whom 
we have no .space to mention, can be included with these 
by adding the prayer " and all servants of God in like 
need all over the world." 

MR. H. JOHNSON, of Paris and Le Yai11queu,. We do 
not doubt but that the prayer warriors in PARIS and other 
parts of France and Belgium, who have been keenly 
fighting in prayer against the. spirits of evil in these 
countries for .the last few years, have by their prayers 
influenced the' present remarkable steadiness and power 
of the French Army. The atheistic element in the 
government is nullified before God by the faithful band 
of praying ones (cf. Gen. xviii. 23-32. See p. 171 of 
November Ov,·,comer). 

PASTOR N. NEPRASH, 24 Llnie II, Petrograd, Mr. 
Neprash is at work with Pastor Fetler, and writes: ... How · 
thankful I am to God He led me to know the warfare. 
How could I work without it. I need it everywhere .. .''. 

REv. A. B. DE Roos, Apartado 332, San Jose, Costa 
Rica, C.A. Sorely pressed in heavy labours, and warfare 
with the hosts of darkness in the demon-filled atmosphere 
of a Christless land. 

REV. THOMAS CHAPMAN. minister of a church in 
Mariµburg, S. Africa. Mr. and Mrs, Chapman were 
present at the Matlock Conference, and gave testimony 
to the way in which the Overeomlf' and its Literature had 
been used of God to them and their people. They 
earnestly-ask for prayer. 

MR, WATKIN R. ROBERTS, and his burden of Ovlf'eo1111r 
Literature for India, and others in India with the same 
burden. 

Large numbers of workers in U.S.A., Canada, and on. 
the Pacific Coast; in Egypt and North Africa; others in 
Turkey, Bulgaria, and other ~alkan States. Work~rs in 
Australia, New Zealand, Jama.i.ca, and other places m far 
away lands. Many in China and Japan, Thibet ~d 
Korea- all enrolled in the battalion of warrior souls 
taking the aggresstve against the foe. 

Special 'R,equests. 
We also earnestly ask our Praying colleagues who are 

burdened with us for the deliverance of believers from 
the oppression of the enemy, to stand in prayer at the 
back of all further sending forth of the trnths we have 
given in onr pages, and to keep the following petitions 
before God: 

For the work of the OVERCOMER LITERATURE TRtrST 
FtrND. 

I, That all funds needed may be sent in. 
2. That the Literature may go out to prepared souls. / 
3. That all God's purpose in the stewardship of these 

truths may be fulfilled. 
FOR THE LITERATtl'RE SENT 0tl'T IN FOREIGN LANGtl'AGES. 

(a) The SPANISH " WARFARE " now being issued. 
(b) That the translated chapters of "WAR ON THE 

SAINTS," in FRENCH, may be issued soon, and 
funds provided. 

For the FINAL PREPARATION OF THE CHtrRCH for the 
Lord's Coming, and the hastening of the hour w1ien the 
saints will ascend. , 

That the Tribulation days may be shortened, and 
the displacing of the Satanic powers of evil from 
the air, and the earth, and their casting into the abyss 
be hastened. 

THAT THE LORD MAY COME. 
Amen. 

An Attitude of Victory. 
We are to remain in the midst of warfare as pillars, 

holding the [victorious] WARFARE SPIRIT which strengthens 
others to ffght. Just a.s Christ was silent before His 
enemies, so you must now use the weapons of patience 
a.nd silence. 

'• And He opened not His mouth." In the attitude 
of acoomplished victory, you do not open your 
mouth age.inst the demons although they rage. 
Whilst they are raging, if you ca.n withdraw your. spirit 
from all exterior things, and from the invisible foe wrap­
ping around it, a.nd begin to sing-although with great 
effort-you oreate a new atmosphere a.round you. This 
is the way <'f viotory depicted in the Old Testament, 
"When they began to sing, a.nd to praise the Lord, the 
enemy was defeated." The song is the declaration of faith • 
in the already aocomplished victory. Silence overcomes 
the demons. Patienoe overcome11 them. Faith overcomes 
them. There are times when you are patient, and fight; 
and there are other times when you are patient and silent, 
standing in quiet victory.-E.R. 

Publications Received. 
The nsnal pa.oket ha.a reached ua of new iBBUea of Ohriotmas 

&11d New Yea.r's Oa.rda, together with a. ama.Jl 1/- (net) volume 
entitled, "Just for M:e"; or, •• Helps for Young Diaciplea," pre 
pa.red by Mrs. Barter 8t1,ow, a.nd obta.ina.ble direct from her a.t 
Tlui YioM'o,ge, Broaawciy, Woroutershire, from whom a.lao a. 
complete list of publications oa.n be obts.ined. · 

We ha.ve also received some da.intily ·a.ttra.otive Text Motto 
Oa.rds from Mr. H. E. Mcirsom, 816 Broad BtJreet, BirmfflQham 
(price One Penny ea.oh), from whom a. deaoripth.e list oa.n be 
obta.ined. 

We apeoia.lly oall the attention of readers needing light on 
the Paronsia, of Ob.riat, in diattnotion to the Epiphany of His 
outshining to the world &t the end of Armageddon, to .a 
pa.mphlet entitled " The Presence of Obrist," by Adelphus. 1/-, 
from :Mr. A. J. Tilney,.66 Hall Boa.d, Nor<rioh. The contro­
versial a.apeo~ put a.side, the Bible light is valuable. 

NOTB.-TMN slloalll bB ordere4 aa cHnotec!. The" 0Wf'00111Bf'" 
Boo"k .Boom 01J11fl0t 81'PP'7i them. 
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·War on the Saints, A Text Book for Christian 
Workers on the work of deceiving spirits among the children 
of God. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis in collaboration with Evan 
Roberts. 352 pages. Topical Index, 6/-. post free 6/4, 
or 6/7 abroad. 

By Mrs. PENN-LEWIS. 

Story of Job, A Glimpse into the Mystery of Suffering. 
New Binding in Maroon cloth, 2/6, ppst free 2/10. 

Cross of Calvary (The) and its Message. 
2/-. post free 2/3; stiff paper cover 1/., post free 1/3. 

Warfare with Satan (The) and the Way of 
Victory, New Binding in Maroon cloth. 2/-. post free 

2/3 : atiff paper cover 1/-, post free 1/3 ; Unabridged 
Pamphlet for broadcast distribution, 3d. 

Thy Hidden Ones, Union with Christ as traced in the 
Song of Songs. (Neu, Edition.) Maroon cloth, gilt letter­
ing, 2/-, post free 2/3; stiff paper cover 1/-, post free 1/3. 

Face to Face, Glimpses into the Inner Life of Moses, 
Art Cloth, silk marker, 1/-, post free 1/2. . 

Climax (The) of the Risen Life. Cloth 1/-, post 
free 1/2. 

Conquest of Canaan (The). Sidelights on the 
,.__ Spiritual Battlefield. (Second Edition.) Cloth boards 1/-, 

post free 1/2: stiff paper cover 6d., post free 7d, · 

Life in the Spirit, A Glimpse into the Heavenly 
Warfare. Cloth boards 1/-. post free 1/2: stiff paper cover 
6d. , post free 7 d. 

Life out of Death. A brief summary of Madame 
Guyon' s Spiritual Torrents. Art paper cover 6d •• post free 7 d. 

Soul and Spirit. A Glimpse into Bible Psychology in 
relation to Sanctification. ( Neu, and Ret1iaed Edition.) 
Cloth Boards 1/-, post free 1/2 : art paper cover 6d., post 
free 7d. 

The Work of Delivering Souls, A Clinical Handbook r or 
Workers, by Collaborators of ., War on the Saints." 24 
blank pages for Notes. 3d. net, post free 3½d. 

Experimental Difficulties in the Spiritual· Life. A 
Handbook for Workers. Consisting of Papers on " The 
Spiritual Clinics," by Evan Roberts, and "Answers to Ques­
tions," by Mrs. Penn-Lewis, with Index for easy reference, 
Stiff paper cover 3d. each, post free 3½d. 

"What is your Pr~yer Life ? " i. Assurance of Answered 
Prayer; ii. A Revival of Prayer Needed; iii. Striving in 
Prayer. Stiff paper cover 3d. each, post free 3½. 

Spiritual Perplexities. Gleanings from Conference Hours. 
The Guarding of the Mind. etc. Paper cover 3d. each, post 
free 3½d. 

Power for Service and Warfare. A Message and a Testi­
mony. Paper cover 3d. each, pos free 3½d. 

Much Fruit. The Story of a Grain of Wheat. 3d. each, 
post free 3½d, 

Pathway (The} to Life in God. Forty-second Thousand. 
Enlarged Eilition. 2d. each. post free 2½d, 

Bible Readings. For use in Bible Classes, and printed on thin 
paper for insertion in Bible. Assorted packets (of four leaflets) 
No. I. and 11. Per pa'f1<et 2d., post free 2½d, 

The Gate to. Life Chart Pamphlets. An 8pp. set of 
charts, printed on thin paper for insertion in Bible, with ex­
planations in the words of Scripture, showing the relation of 
the Cross to the Sinner and the Cross to the Christian. 2d. 
each, post free 22d. 

The " Inner Life " Series. 
1. How to Maintain Communion with God, l 
9, How to walk "after the Spirit." 
a. The Leading of the Lord. A Spiritual 

Autobiography. 
I, The Prize of the Throne. 

The " Pathway " Series of Booklets. 

ld. each, 1/-for 
12, post free, 
1/2 abroad. 

1, The Pathway to Life In God. (Price 2d., included in assorted 
packets.) 

8. Power In Praber. 6d. per 12, 

t N!r1::J!":i!~hr~!;~~~ath. (Out of print) One Halh.fpenny 

ll. The Glorious Secret. } 

&. The Silence of Jeaua. eac 
'l. The Loneliness of Jesus, (Out of Print.) post free 7d. 
8. Perslstency In Prayer. per paeket 
9. lllumlnated Yessela. (Out of print.) • 

The " Words to Workers" Series. 
l, J!'lr8' Bind the Strong ll'lan, (New Edition) 
z. Satan under Your !feet. (Out of print.) 
a. Like a Lightning l!'lash I The Fall of Satan 
I, Hill-top Prayer. (Out of print.) 
8. The Cross and the Blood. (N,w Edition 

Revisetl, v,ith mv, matur on the m.aning 
of" Ree/ion.") 

8, "Be of the same Mind." 
'l, "Dellirered unto Death for Jesus• sake," 
s. J!'our Planes of the Spiritual Life. 
9. The Un-offended spirit. 

10. Translated out of the Power of Darknesa 
11, oirercomtng the Accuser, 
12. The magnlftcant Christ. 

6d. for 12, or 
One Halfpenny 

each, 
post free 7 d. 
per packet. 

The "New Life" Series. 3d. for 12, assorted, post free 3½d. 

The Gate to Life Leaflets. For Mission Work. 1/. per 
100, post free 1/3 per 100. 

Bound Volumes of the "Overcomer" for 1911, 1912, 
1913, 1914. 2/. each, 2/4 post free. 

Miscellaneous. 

The " Overcomer " Song Book. Music and Words. Price 
3d. post free, in quantities 1/3 dozen post free, 

Victory Songs and Poems, by Mary Marsh. Price 3d.. 
post free 3½d. 

U.S.A.-Will correspondents kindly note that American post 
cards, value one cent, require excess postage paid in Great 
Britain, Dollar notes are value 4/. in English money. Cheques 
drawn on American Banks cannot be changed in England. 

Deposit Accounts, for America and Canada, may he 
opened, with statements rendered quarterly. 

,i\ 




